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EDITORS' NOTE: 


Some material herein may be repetitious. 
This is simply because, while spending time 
compiling these clippings and taking entirely 
too long to read each account, the men and women 
became "our kids." As any doting mother would 
be, we couldn't bear not to share each interesting 
fact, promotion, _or biteer news. 


Although the articles came from the 
Clipper of that time, no dates were qiven, 


Special thanks to Joseph and Bonnie Cole 
for having the foresight to purchase a scrap- 
book with this material intact. They believe 
the scrapbook was the work of Wavelyn Armstrong. 


Thanks also to the Garrett Schools Alumni 
for loaning us articles to supplement our work 
to make this book as complete as possible. 


NOW A CAPTAIN 


CAPT. HAROLD L, DUNSON 


Garrett friends have learned that 
Harold L. Dunson, former minister of 
the Garrett Church of Christ, who is 
a chaplain in the army, has been pro- 
moted to the rank of captain. A na- 
tive of Michigan, Capt. Dunson is a 
graduate of the Cincinnati Bible Semi- 
nary and also took a two years’ post-| 
graduate course at that institution. He 
served in pastorates in Miami, Fla., 
Kent, Crothersville and Austin, Ind., 
and came to Garrett in the spring of 
1939. He was appointed a chaplain in 
the army and on Sept. 5, 1942, went to 
Harvard university, Cambridge, Mass., 
where he took special training. He) 
was sent to Fort Lewis, Wash., on: 
Oct. 15, 1942, and in June, 1943, went, 
to Fort Ord, Calif. He left for over- 
seas duty on July 16, 1943, and is 
stationed in the Aleutian Islands. His, 
family, consisting of his wife and their; 
young daughter, are living at Austin 
with relatives. 


CHAPLAIN DUNSON 


Next Sunday, Chaplain Harold LI 
Dunson will address the Church of 
Christ congregation at the 10:30 a. 
m. worship service. 

Since entering the chaplaincy on 
Sept. 4, 1942, Capt. Dunson has served 
in two theatres of war. He _ per- 
formed his first overseas duties on 
Kiska and recently returned from 
Germany. He arrived in the States | 
Sept. 4 and received a furlough from | 
Camp Atterbury Sept. 7. Accompany: | 
ing the chaplain will be his wife and 
their daughter, Joy Anne. They will 
arrive in Garrett the latter part of 
this week. 


——o 
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NOW A CORPORAL 
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CPL. J. RICHARD LEWELLYN 


After serving less than four months 
with the armed forces, this Garrett 
soldier has been advanced to the rat- 
ing of corporal. He is a son of Mrs. 
Rose Lewellyn of 300 East King street. 
Dick attended the Garrett public 
schools and took employment with 
the Baltimore and Ohio in the main- 
tenance of way department.. Later 
he was employed by Joseph Lige of 
Auburn as a welder and also by the 
| Structural Steel .Company of Fort’ 
Wayne. He was inducted. into the | 
army on April 5 and was sent from 
Fort Benjamin Harrison to Fort Bel- 
| voir, Va., where he received his basic 
| training and has remained with 
the exception of a few weeks on 
maneuvers at Camp A. P. Hill, Va. At 
ithe present he is attending the Cadre 
school of standard operational proced- 
ure. He hopes to get a furlough and 
visit in Garrett next month. 


IN COAST GUARD 


y 


JOSEPH RIEDHART GM 3/C 


The picture of this Garrett youth 
was taken aboard his coast guard res- 
cue cutter off the French coast. A 
fleet of these sturdy 83 footers saved 
more than 1,000 Allied invaders from 
perishing in the English channel dur- 
ing the critical days of the assault on 
Normandy. 

A son of Stanley Riedhart of 217 
South Franklin street, Joe attended 
St. Joseph’s parochial school and the 
public high school, graduating from 
the latter in May, 1942. The day fol- 
lowing graduation he went to Fort 
Wayne and enlisted and six days later 
he was assigned to the coast guard 


‘division, being sent to Curtis Bay, Md., 


for training in the gunner school. He 
has been on active sea duty for sev- 
eral months. His brother, Richard, is 
in the navy and his twin sisters are 
also in the military service, Seaman 
Frances Riedhart of the WAVES be- 
ing stationed in Washington, D. C., 
and Cadet Florence Riedhart. in the 
nurses’ training school at St. Joseph’s 
hospital in Fort Wayne. After her 
graduation she will be assigned to the 
army. 


Every issue of The Clipper shows 
the picture of some boy in service, but 
today we are presenting pictures of a 
brother and a sister who are serving 


Uncle Sam. They are Joseph and Miss 


Frances Riedhart, son and daughter 
of Stanley Riedhart of 219 South 
Franklin street. The only other broth- 
er and sister from Gartett serving in 
‘the armed forces are Buford and Miss 
Ignota Francis, whose parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Francis of 104 Brit- 
ton street. Buford and Ignota are in 
the South Facific. ' 
Joseph Riedhart hitchhiked to In- 
dianapolis May 22, 1942, the day fol- 
lowing his, graduation from Garrett 
high school. He enlisted in the coast 


: _guard and six days later he was sent 
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to Curtis Bay, Md., for his “boot” 
training. Later he was assigned to 
duties at Mentoloking Barracks, N. J., 
and then was sent to a gunnery school 
near Philadelphia. At present he is 


JOSEPH RIEDHART. .. 
—Photo by Sheets. 


attending a gunnery school at Curtis; 
Bay. He has the rating of seaman first 
class and his address is. Joseph Ried- 
~hart, S 1/C, USCG, Gunner School, 
Curtis Bay, Md. ‘ 

Miss Frances Riedhart also was a 
member of the 1942 class of Garrett 
high school and until her enlistment 
in the WAVES she was employed in 
the Riedhart store. She took her ex- 
aminations for entrance into the 
‘WAVES in Chicago May 31 and was 
the first Garrett young woman to join 
that branch of the service. She re- 
ceived an order to report at Hunter 


“~~ * RIEDHARTS FIGHT THE AXIS. 


college, New York City, and left Gar- 
rett June 14. Successfully completing 
her training there, she was trans- 
ferred to Arlington, Va. Her address 
is Frances M. Riedhart, seaman second 
class USNRW, Room 209, WAVE 
Quarters F, Delaware Hall, Arlington 
Farms, Va. Frances has a twin sister, 
Florence, who chose nursing as her 


stated the following: | 

“It is rather hard to write a letter, 
especially if you plan‘to put it in The 
Clipper. However, while | was aboard 
the U.S.S. Hunter doing my -‘boot’ 
training, we drilled, attended classes 
and had watch duty. | made up my 
mind to like it right in the beginning 
and | have loved my work since, yes, 
even the drilling. We had it a week 
and boy that was not only a lot of 
work, but it was very interesting. 
When the mate yells, ‘Hit the deck’ 
early in the morning, gee, would ! like 
to wring her neck. So help me, when 
the war is over | am going to look her 
up and also the officers who got her 
up to get us out so early. 


“We left Hunter and were sent to 
Washington, D. C., and stationed at 
Anaiastia. Oh, what a place, sailors 


everywhere you would look, 2,000 of 
them. Why the heck wouidn’t I have 


MISS FRANCES RIEDHART 


F- Reidhark, cont. 


a good time here? Every night a dif- 
ferent place to go and a different sail- 
or; gosh, girls, join the navy and see 


the sailors. 


' “My second day in’ Washington was 
|very exciting. One of the girls and 


myself went to Bethesda, Md., to the 
base hospital. When leaving there, a 
man, with four stars, no, not bars, 
_STARS, asked us if we wanted to ride 
into. Washington and we did. His wife 
_was with him and did we enjoy that 
ride. : 

“Florence, you should be here when 
we try to iron a shirt that we have to 
wear the next day. Some seaman will 
call down the hall ‘Got an iron.’ Some- 
ong whe is trying to sleep will yell 
Pipe down.’ And so it goes, trying to 
get that work done. The most darn 
fun is when the phone rings and some 
boy friend wants a certain girl. So we 
fix up a date for ourselves for the 

inext night. = 


MAJOR WM. H. HATHAWAY 


The above picture is that of a for- 
mer resident of Garrett who is in the 
armed forces. Major Hathaway was 
formerly division storekeeper for the 
Baltimore and Ohio at Newark, O. He 
has completed a four-week training 
course at the Atlantic coast transpor- 
tation corps officer training school at 
Fort Slocum, N. Y. Major Hathaway 
enlisted in World War 1 while living 
in Garrett and served as a sergeant in 
the engineering corps, seeing active 
duty in the Meuse-Argonne. While 


living in Garrett he was connected 
with the stores department of the B. 
& O. His wife is the former Marie 
Warren of Garrett, daughter of Mrs. 
W. A. Clefford of the Peabody Home 


at North Manchester. The Hathaways. 


have three ‘éHildren,’ Patricia, Mary 
Lee and William, who, with their 
mother reside at 80 Day avenue, New- 


ark. 


KEEPS EM FLYING 
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PFC. BERNARD WILONDEK 


After completing special training 
at Miami Beach, Fla., Pfc. Bernard 
(Benny) Wilon@ek is now located at 
Bainbridge, Fla. a member of the 
682nd Basic Flying Training Squad- 
ron. After graduating from St. Jo- 
seph’s parochial school in June, 1939, 
he took employment with the Nature’s 
Rival Co. as a cutter and he also 
served as assistant manager of the 
Gala theatre. At the time he entered 
the armed forces in July, 1942, he was 
working as a helper in the local car 
shop of the Baltimore and Ohio. He 
is 21 years of age and is the youngest 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Wilondek of 
215 South Hamsher street. 

“Benny’s” father served in World 
war 1, being a member of Company 
K at Auburn, and he is proud of the 
fact that he made the return trip on 
the George Washington, the ship that 
took President Woodrow Wilson to 
Europe in 1918. “Benny” visited at 
his home in Garrett last month, then 
returning to his duties in aircraft 
maintenance. 


——— 


LT. LEONARD ALFORD RECEIVES SILVER 


STAR; LT. RALPH 


WOODCOCK WINS 


Ali MEDAL AS A BONIBER PILOT 


LT. LEONARD W. ALFORD 


Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Alford of 217 
East High street, Garrett, have just re- 
ceived a letter from Lt. Gen. M. F. 
Harmon with the united forces in the 
South Pacific area that their son, Lt. 
Leonard W. Alford, has been awarded 
a Silver Star for gallantry. The cita- 


.tion reads in part: 


“Leonard W. Alford, first lieutenant, 
United States Marine Corps Reserve, 
for gallantry in action at New Georgia, 
Solomon Isiands, while aggressively 
leading his platoon forward against 
determined opposition and, despite the 
loss of all but eighteen of his men, 
successfully fulfilling his mission on 
July 20, 1943.” . 


Leonard, a gradua‘e of Garrett high 
school, attended Indiana university, 
where he majored in physical educa- 
tion. He was graduated in May, 1942, 
and enlisted in the marine corps re- 
serve. Upon successful completion of 
his training, he was given the rank of 
first lieutenant at Quantico, Va. He 
was sent to Camp Pendleton, Ocean 
Side, Calif., and then was shipped 
overseas. 


LT. RALPH A. WOODCOCK 


According to word received Friday 
by The Clipper, Ralph A. Woodcock, 
son of Mrs. Sarah Woodcock of 217 
West King street, Garrett, and A. H, 
Woodcock of San Diego, Calif., has 
been. promoted to the rank of first 
lieutenant at the Highth Air Force 
flying fortress base in England. 

Lt. Woodcock, 22 years of age, pilot 
of the Flying Fortress, “The Spirit of 
76,” was recent! awarded the air 
medal. This scoration was con- 
ferred on Lt. Woodcock for ‘“excep- 
tionally meritorious achievement while 
participating in five separate bomber 
combat missions over enemy occupied 
Continental Europe.” 


Ralph, after graduating with the 
1939 class of Garrett high school, im- 
mediately went to a CCC camp at 
Pokagon state«park, near Angola, and 
there received a rating of sergeant 
within three weeks. He was in charge 
of supplies for a year. He then went 


‘to Chicago, where he was employed as 


a tool crib clerk by the Union Special 
Machine company. 


Continved nevt page 


Ralph enlisted in the army air corps 
May 17, 1942, in Chicago and was 
sent to Santa Ana, Calif., for pre-flight 
training. He soloed on Aug. 24, 1942. 
He took his primary training at Santa 
Maria, Calif., basic training at»Gard- 
ner Field, Calif., advanced training at 
Roswell, N. M., B-17 transition course 
at Hobbs Field, N. M., first phase Ot-U 
course at Gowan Field, Boise, Ida., and 
final training at Wendover Field, 
Utah, situated on the edge of the 
great salt flats and one of tiie nation’s 
most important heavy bomber train- 
ing centers. He was now ready for 


the real thing and he was sent over- 
seas. 
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Gener] Decorates Ihe. Alford 
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for Gallantry in Action 


The above picture was taken of|awarded a Silver Star for gallantry. 


Lt. Leonard Alford being decorated 
“somewhere in the South Pacific” for 


The picture shows him. being decor- 
ated by Gen. Gieger. Leonard is a 


gallantry in action at New Georgia,|son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Alford of 
Solomon Islands. While agressively;217 East High street. He has two 


leading his platoon forward against 
determined © p position, despite 
the loss of all but eighteen of his men, 
Lt. Alford successfully fulfilled his 
mission on July 20, 1943. He was 


brothers serving in this war, Russell 
W. Alford, who is stationed overseas, 
and James, who is completing his 
medical course at the Indiana univer- 
sity medical school at Indianapolis. 
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LEONARD W.uLFORD 


CAPT. LEONARD W. ALFORD 


Mrs. W. EF. Alford. of 217 High 
street, Garrett, Friday received a 
telegram from the war department 
advising her of the death of a son, 
Capt. Leonard W. Alford, June 17 as 
a result of wounds received while 
fighting the Japs on Okinawa island. 
No details were given. 

Capt. Alford, who was 25 years 
old, had a distinguished career in the 
Marine Corps. He was a graduate of 
Garrett high school and Indiana uni- 
versity, where he majored in physi- 
cal] education. After completing his 
work at the university in May, 1942, 
he enlisted in the Marine Corps re- 
serve. He attended officer candidate 
school and was given the rank of 
second lieutenant at Quantico, Va. 
He then went to Camp Pendleton, 
Oceanside, Calif., and from there to 
the Pacific area, 

For gallantry in action, Capt, Al- 
ford, then a lieutenant, was awarded 


ILLED ON OKINAWA 


the Silver Star. The citation stated 
that while aggressively leading his 
platoon forward against determined 
opposition July 20, 1943, at New 
Georgia, Solomon islands, he success- 
fully fulfilled his mission despite the 
loss of all but 18 of his men. He was 
afterward decorated by Gen. Geiger. 

Later the young officer was made 
assistant to the company command- 
er and about the first of this year he 
Was promoted to captain. He took 
part in the invasion of Okinawa on 
Haster Sunday. 

Capt. Alford has two brothers in 
the military service. James is com- 
Pleting a medica] course at Indiana 
university medical school at Indian- 
apolis in preparation for duty in the 
medical corps. Staff Sgt. Russell W. 
Alford is in Germany. Also surviving 
besides the mother are another 
brother, Donald Alford, living at 
Willard, O., and four sisters, Mrs. 
Clinton D:; Williams of 702 South 
Randolph street, Garrett, Mrs. Victor 
Steward of 413 South Cowen street, 
Garrett, Mrs. Charles Beeber of 216 
High street, Garrett, and Mrs. Oscar 
Taylor of Hamilton. Capt. Alford’s 
father was a retired B. & O. passen- 
ger conductor and he died last Sep- 
tember. 

Capt. Alford and Miss Olive Min- 
niear of 619 East King street, Gar- 
rett, were to be married in the near 
future. Miss Minniear is'a daughter 
of EK. V. Minniear, principal of Gar- 
rett high school, and Mrs. Minniear 
and she has been teaching school at 
Gary. 


While in high school, Capt. Al- 
ford was first string tackle on the 
football team for three years and 
was captain in his senior year. In 
college he was a member of the var- 
sity football squad, the freshman 
track team and Phi Epsilon Kappa, 
Rational professional fraternity of 
physical education. He received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in educa- 
tion. He was born March 9, 1920. 
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LEONARD ALFORD 
WAS BURIED ON 
TINIAN ISLAND 


Letters received by Mrs. W. F. Al- 
ford of 217 High street, Garrett, re- 
veal that her son, Capt. Leonard W. 
Alford, died from wounds aboard the 
U.S. S. Solace, a hospita] ship, June 
ie 

Mrs. Alford previously was noti- 
fied by the government of the death 
of her son, but no details were giv- 
en, He had distinguished himself in 
the Marine corps and was mortally 
wounded while leading his men in 
the campaign against the Japs on 
Okinawa island. He took part in the 
invasion of the island on Easter Sun- 
day. 

Lt. Philip C, Adams, a chaplain on 
the hospital ship, wrote to Capt. Al- 
ford’s mother as follows: 

“I remember well the anxiety that 
was in my mother’s heart while her 
sons were in France during World 
War 1. As a parent my heart aches 
for you in this sad hour. 

“T deeply regret to have to inform 
you that your son, Leonard Willis 
Alford, passed away on this hospital 
ship at 6:58 June 17, 1945. When 
Leonard was brought aboard the doc- 
tors realized that he was in a criti- 
cal condition from wounds received 
in action against the enemy. The 
doctors did everything possible to 
save his life. The nurses and corps- 
men watched him and used all of 
. their skill to prolong his life during 
the time that he was with us. 

“TI talked with him several times 
and had prayer with him. In his con- 
scious moments he was in the best of 
spirits and did not seem to be in 
much pain. The men of his command 
who came aboard with him spoke of 
him as one of the finest friends and 
a great leader. His attitude in this 
final test of life showed that he had 
been well trained as a child and that 
the better things of life were upper- 
most in his mind.” 


The other letter was written by | 
Chaplain Robert B. Rose, who con- 
ducted the funeral service for Capt. 
Alford. He wrote: | 
¢* “There were seven other unfortun- 
ate men who, like your son, passed a- 
way during the voyage. Our unit pro- 
vided the personnel for the funeral. 
Those who had fallen in battle in the 
midst of their comrades were tender- 
ly committed to their resting place 
on Tinian island by fellow Marines. 

“At exactly 2 p. m. on the warm 
and sunny afternoon of June 19, 
1945, eight hospital ambulances 
drew up in front of the American 
cemetery. Eight officers of the same 
rank as your son stepped forward to 
the first car and removed the casket. | 
4s the military band played the fa- 
miliar strains of ‘Nearer My God to 
Thee’ the officers bore the casket to 
the center of the cemetery grounds. 

“There, after the others were also 
assembled, I read the burial service. 
As I completed the benediction, the 
Catholic chaplain stepped to the 
front and read his service for the 


three Catholic men. Then as the 


whole party stood at attention, the 
rifle salute of three volleys was dis- 
charged over the bodies and as the 


‘sound of the rifles died away the 


bugler played ‘Taps.’ After a brief 
moment of silence the assembled peo- 
Ple quietly and reverently departed. 
Capt. Alford was buried in grave No. 
573, row No. 1, plot No, 11.” 


PVT, LOWELL COLE 
TELLS OF LIFE IN 
THE ALEUTIANS 


In November, 1942, the 813th sailed 
from Anchorage and landed on the 
island of Adak, then the closest Ameri- 
can base to the Japanese occupied 
islands of Kiska and Attu in the Aleu- 
tians. Kiska is 700 miles west of 
.Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and Attu is’ 
about 900 miles west. Adak is located 
about 200 miles east from Kiska. 
Adak had already been occupied by 
the Americans and it was merely a 
stop over place for the 813th Engin- 
eers as their real destination was 
Amchitka, an island located only 70 
miles from Kiska and an ideal place, 
for an airfield from which the Ameri- 
‘cans could bomb the Japs. 

The 813th Engineers remained on 
Adak about two months, assisting 
another engineering outfit with the 
construction of airfields. Lowell 
states that no people ever lived on 
this island, which is about 3 miles 
wide and 37 miles long, until the army 
and engineers landed. The island is 
barren of all vegetation except muskey 
or long, heavy swamp grass. The 
weather is terrible: cold, damp and 
foggy in the summer and blizzards in 
the winter. Noboby knows how hard 
the wind can blow along these islands, 
where the Bering Sea and Pacific 
meet. A gauge would measure wind 
up to 110 miles an hour but that was 
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not always enough. The wind some- 
times blew beyond the capacity of the 
gauge to register. The sea in this! 
vicinity is so rough that Liberty ships | 
‘are not allowed to navigate there, 
| three of them previously having been 
|broken in half by the gigantic waves. 
| Lowell says the soldiers lived in 
‘tents for a while and then had “Paci- 
fic’ huts, the latter being constructed 
‘of a composition material and capable 
of bunking ten men. “For diversion 


PVT. LOWELL COLE 


When Private Lowell Cole arrived in 
Garrett Wednesday, it was the first 
time he had been home to visit his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Cole of 
419 South Harrison street, in 32 
months. Lowell had been in Alaska 
and the Aleutian Islands since April, 
1942. 


Pvt. Cole is an aviation engineer, 
having entered the service on Noy. 


13, 1941. He received his training at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and McCord 
Field, Wash., near Tacoma. On April 
30, 1942, he left the states with the 
813th Aviation Engineers and landed 
at Anchorage, Alaska. The unit was 
organized for the purpose of construct- 
ing airfields and docks. 


(on the island,” says Lowell, “every- 
| body had the hobby of pasting pictures 


|of beautiful girls on the walls. We 
also. read, played cards and _ shot 
_craps.” 

continued 


Cole, cont. 


The 813th remained at Anchorage | 
for six months, where it built three | 
runways for emergency airfields. The 
works was primarily to give the men 
further training and to test the equip- 
ment for that type of country. 

Lowell says that Anchorage is a 
modern city of about 8,000 people and 
has a temperate climate similar to 
that of the central United States. The 
only real difference in the weather is 
that it never gets dark during the 
summer months. “The things I most 
remember about Anchorage,” says 
Lowell, “are the d... ,. mosquitoes. 
‘They are so big that you can almost 
put saddles on them. There are also 
numerous big black bears up there. 
They would come down into our camp 
to beg food. A number of times they 


would come into the mess hall andj} 


eat with us. We got quite a kick out 
of watching them drink cokes out of 
a bottle. They would stand on their 
hind legs (they are about 7 feet high 
when they do this), tip the bottle up 
and drain it in one swallow. Bears 
love sweets such as sugar, jams and 
‘honey and would tear a building apart 
to get them. They became so pesky 
that the army had to shoot a lot of 
them to keep them away. 
Alaskan Prices Inflated 

In speaking further of the town of 
Anchorage, Cole states that it is a 
boom town. There is no food ration- 
ing and prices are very high. Res- 
taurants obtain $5 for an ordinary 
steak dinner. 


Wades in Icy Water 


A task force left Adak Jan. 12, 1943, 
and landed on Amchitka. No Japs were 
found. ‘We had to wade from the 
boats to the shore in icy water,” 
;states Cole. “The night before we 
landed a terrific storm came up while 
the boats were off shore. It blew one 
_of the destroyers onto a reef, where it 
'was pounded to pieces. About 35 men. 
‘of the crew were lost. A big trans-, 
|port ship was also blown upon a reef | 
but it didn't break up. | 


end, algal 


_ “Jap scouting planes soon detected 
,our presence on the island and we be- 
gan to be bombed by from 2 to 6 planes 
‘every day the weather was clear. 
The Japs used Zero fighter planes 
with pontoons on them as light bomb- 
ers. They could carry two 500 pound 
bombs or several 100 pound bombs. 
The bombers would come every even- 
ing about 6:45 or 7 o'clock, just as we 
| were usually standing in line for chow. 
We would either stand and watch 
them or jump into a fox hole. Only 
itwo of the men in my unit were killed 
iduring all of the bombings. They 
were in a foxhole and a bomb landed 
right on top of them. The closest 
a bomb ever came to me was about 
200 feet. Bombs do not cause much 
damage in that country as the ground 
is so soft the bombs bury themselves 


\ 


shrapnel. 


take us very long to fix it with those 
| big bulldozers that can move a tre 
‘mendous amount of dirt. 

Surprise for Nips 


“The only anti-aircraft protection 
we had on the island was a couple of 
50 calibre machine guns. Our main 
protection was the big transport ves- 
sel that was stuck on the reef. It had 
several big 90 m.m. anti-aircraft gung. 

“In the middle of February we 
finished the new fighter strip and one 
afternoon eight P-40 fighter planes 
landed, which the Japs didn’t know 
about. That evening, as usual, our 
radar equipment warned us of ap- 
proaching Jap planes. The P-40s took 
to the air, climbed high in the sky 
and waited for the Japs. Two Jap 
planes came leisurely in and four 
P-40s jumped each of the Japs. One 
was blown apart in midair. The 
other was driven lower and lower by 
the P-40s until it was driven into the 
sea. I saw the entire air fight from 
the top of a hill. No Jap bombers 
ever bothered us after that.” 


Pvt. Cole says that the weather on | 
Amchitka is similar to that on Adak | 
and that it is the land where nobody | 
wants to live. He gays he doesn’t be- |: 


lieve the sun shines more than 40 
hours a year because of the fog and 
storms all of the time. Lowell applied 
for a transfer to a railroad battalion 
and his request was accepted. He 
rode in an army transport plane from 
Amchitka to Seattle, Wash., via Alas- 
ka, and he then took a train from 
Seattle to New Orleans, where he 
reported to the 746th Railway Operat- 
ing Battalion. Lowell is at home on a 
30-day furlough and will leave August 
9 to return to New Orleans. 


in the mud before detonating. AS 4. 
result there is not a great deal of | 
The Japs usually went 
after the airfield but if they bombed | 
it from one end to the other it wouldn't | 


t 
| 
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FRED JENSEN AND 2 
OTHER MEN MISSING 


S/Sgt. Fred A. Jensen, 41, former- 
ly a well known resident of Garrett, 
is missing in action, according to 
word received from the war depart- 
ment by Chas. S. Johnston of 307 
East Quincy street, Garrett. 

Sgt. Jensen was with the First 
army fighting on the western front 
against Germany. No details about 
him were given by the war depart- 
ment. 

A native of Norway, Sst. Jensen 
came to Garrett in 1923 and he was 
employed in garage and laundry 
work and by the Garrett Ice Co, un- 
til he went to Fort Wayne three 
years ago to take employment with 
the Slick laundry as a fireman. He 
entered the army in November, 1942, 
and went overseas a year ago. His 
mother and three sisters live in Nor- 
way and he had no close relatives in 
the United States. He and Mr. Johns- 
ton had been close friends ever since 
he came to Garrett. 

Maurice Crouch Missing 

Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Turner of 611 
East Seventh street, Auburn, have 
received word that Lt. Maurice 
Crouch, an Auburn soldier, has been 
missing in action since Nov. 20. He 
is a pilot of a B-29 Liberator and 
took part in the Leyte offensive. 


The missing soldier formerly made | 
his home with Mr. and Mrs. Turner. 
He and his wife moved to Auburn at 
the time the Warner Automotive 
Parts Division was moved to that city 
from Muncie but Mrs. Crouch died 
five weeks after arriving in Auburn. | 
She was buried at Windfall, Ind. Lt. 
Crouch was employed at the Warner 
Automotive Parts Division when he 
enlisted in the. service nearly four 
years ago. 

Lt. Crouch was first trained as an 
airplane mechanic, later entered a 
glider school and then qualified for 
pilot training. He has been overseas 
about four months. He is 30 years of 
age and in a letter written to Mr. 
and Mrs. Turner, dated Nov. 13, 
stated that he had been on several 
bombing raids over Leyte. 

Lewis Nelson Missing 


| 
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Mr. and Mrs. Francis Nelson of 
Butler have received a message 
stating that the former’s brother, 


Pvt. Lewis I. Nelson, has been missing 
in action since December 17 in Bel- 
gium. 

Pyt. Nelson has been overseas for 
eleven months and has been in the 
service since July 31, 1943. He was 
employed by the Auburn Manufactur- 
ing company before his induction. 


Continued, next page 
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MISSING IN ACTION — 


Word has been received by Chas. S. | 
Johnston of 307 East Quincy street 
that Sgt. Jensen of Fort Wayne, a 
former Garrett resident, has been 
missing since Dec. 17. He was in 
action on the western front and went 
to Europe a year ago. 

In a letter sent to Mr. and Mrs.: 
Johnston recently Sgt. Jensen said 
he had received a letter from Chas. 
Swartout of Garrett, who also is in| 
the First army, and he hoped to meet | 
him. He reported that he found the | 
name of Sgt. Paul Smith of Garrett 
on a registration book in a Red Cross 
‘doughnut wagon. He added: “It is 
‘six months since we hit the beach 
\in Normandy. Since we have come 
quite a long way and have been in 
the combat zone all that time, we 
have had a few rumors about being 
relieved. I would sooner stay here 
until the job is finished than go back 
to a rest camp, taking morning exer- 
cises and getting my ‘morale’ built 
up again.’ 

Mayor Fred L. Feick received a be- 
jlated Christmas greeting from the 
sergeant in which he expressed best 
wishes and added: “I know there has 
been no pause in your efforts to hasten 
the end of this job and I can assure 
you that the same is true on this end 
of the line. We have only about 300 
miles to go, then we head west again.” 

Sgt. Jensen was born in Copenha- 
gen, Denmark. 


———— 


| RED A. JENSEN 
KILLED; PAUL 
COBURN CAPTIVE 


S/Sgt. Fred A. Jensen, #1, a for- 
mer Garrett resident, was killed in 
Belgium Dec. 17, according to a 
telegram received by a friend, Chas. 
S. Johnston of 307. East Quincy 
street, Garrett, from the war depart- 
ment, 

Sgt. Jensen was a native of Den- 
mark and came to Garrett in 1923, 
remaining until 1933, when he 
located in Fort Wayne. He entered 


the army in November, 1942, and 
went to Europe in January, 1944. 
He had no close relatives in the 


United States, but his mother and 
three sisters live in Denmark. 


Another former Garrett boy, ist 
Lt. Paul Coburn, is a prisoner of the 
Germans, according to word received 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Coburn of Akron, O, He was recently 
reported missing in France since 
Dec. 21. Lloyd Coburn is a brother 
of Mrs. Norval Withrow of 518 
South Cowen street, Garrett, while 
his wife is a sister of Mrs. C. E. Mil- 
ler of 612 South Franklin street, 
Garrett. Lt. Coburn was an officer 
in a heavy guns unit. 


! 
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TRAINING TO FLY 


Nicholas Sarpa, a cadet in the naval 
Aviation corps, left Wednesday for 
lowa City, la., after spending a week 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jonn 
Sarpa of 408 North Cowen street. Nick 
was a member of the 1942 class of 
Garrett high school and of the 66 
graduates there are 21 boys in Uncle 
Sam’s service. One girl, Miss Frances. 
Riedhart, is a member pf the WAVES. 

In high school Nick was a member 
of the Freshmen Boys’ club, the Hi-Y 
club for three years, the boys’ chorus 
and the drama ‘club, serving as presi- 
dent of the latter in his senior year. 
He was also on the staff of the high 
school publication for four years. He 
took employment with the Nickie 
Plate railroad in Fort Wayne as a 
fireman following his graduation and 
enlisted in the naval air corps in June, 
1943. He was sent to DePauw univer- 
sity at Greencastle and was graduated 
from the naval flight prep-school on 
August 2. He was sent to Glenview, 
lll, to attend the war training school 
for flying, advanced navigation, com- 
munications, identification of aircraft 
and aerology. The school was quar- 
antined after he had been there a few 
weeks because of an epidemic of in- 
fantile paralysis and the students were 
transferred to Lockport, Hi. After 
completing the course there, Nick 
came to Garrett last week for a visit. 
He has had 50 hours of solo flying and 
today entered lowa State university at 
lowa City for a course in advanced 
pre-flight training, wich wiil termi- 
nate in 12 weeks. 


While in training at Greencastle, 
Nick was spending” a week-end in 
Indianapolis when ke learned that a 
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AVIATION CADET | 

NICHOLAS SARPA | 

—Photo by Sheets. 

train of German and !talian prisoners 
was going through the city. He went 

to the station in hope of being able 

to converse with some of the Italians, | 

as he is able to speak the language. | 
He approached one who was in an 
officer’s uniform. The man told him 
he was thirsty, as there was no drink- 
ing water in the car. Nick got soft 
drinks and cigarettes for him. The 
prisoner took a star from his uniform, 
kissed it, said “Lost forever” and pre- 
sented the star to Nick, who cherishes 
it as a keepsake. The officer told 
him that he and his companions were 
taken prisoners on the Tunisian front. 
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rg OS 3. One of Garrett’s young men who was | 

’ recently commissioned a second lieu- 
WEARS PILOT S WINGS ‘tenant in the air corps is William Ed- 
ward Symon, son of Mrs. Neva K. 
Symon of Fort Wayne. He was gradu- 
ated at Foster Field, Tex., in an im- 
pressive ceremony on June 27 when 
aviation cadets swiped the title | 
“Mister” for “Sir? and pinned on) 
silver pilot’s wings and bars. 

It was one of the largest classes 
ever to be graduated from this fighter 
pilot school. Its members represented 
39 states of the union. Out of the 29 
classes of pilots that have been turned 
out of Foster Field, Indiana had a 
representation in all but one, Nearly 
200 young Hoosiers have gone forth 
from Foster Field to carry the air war 
to the Axis. Foster Field is an ad- 
vanced single-engine pilot training 
school of the AAF Central Flying 
Training Command and more pilots 
will soon be on their way to join other | 
Indianians in the battle of the world. | 

| 


“Eddy,” as he is best known to his 
Garrett friends, was graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1942. He took a) 
college preparatory course and was a 
member of the Freshman Boys, Hi-Y, 
LT. WM. EDWARD SYMON Drama and Boy Scout clubs. He was 
a member of the boys’ chorus, played 
in the high school band three years, 
was a member of the football and 
track teams and served as president) 


GETS SILV ER WINGS of the sophomore class. He entered 


Indiana university in the fall of 1942 


i, & 


ee and early in the spring of 1943 he was 
Fre ? < iv j . . H ' 
i beni Army Ail Field, Okla.— inducted into the army air corps. 
arris H. Hoeffel of 315 South Harri- Lt. Symon’s training was received 
sO -S f . . . 
pea i reddit Ge has been at the following air fields in Texas: 
matin ot a eee wings and com- Randolph, San Antonio; Perrin Field, 
ae eo} as a second lieutenant in at Sherman; Bonham Field, Bonham, 
Sd tne ceremonies for aviation and the final training at Foster Field. 
Cadet class 45-4 at this advanced twin- He is now taking a five weeks’ ad- 
ane training school for bomber vanced course at Foster Field and 
Dd zZ 
sah A after that he plans to come home on 
Lt. Hoetfel, who took’ the last 10 a leave. 


weeks ot his flying in a training ver- 
‘sion of the twin-engine B-25 Mitchell 
bomber, will now be assigned to a 
transition unit for heavy or medium 
bombardment training. 


ae 


PFC. ERNEST PENZIN 


After a furlough spent with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Penzin 
of 300 Covell street,.and his wife in 
St. Paul, Minn., this Garrett soldier 
is now based at San Antonio, Tex. 
He attended the |.Garrett public 
schools and for some time was in 
various CCC camps. He volunteered 
for army duty on March 11, 1941, 
and was sent to Camp Wolters, Tex., 
for his basic training. Later he was/| 
transferred to St. Paul for advanced 
training and after spending a few 
weeks in Boston he was sent to 
Greenland, where he was stationed 
from October, 1942, until June, 1944. 
He and his wife visited in the Carl 
Penzin home recently and she has 
returned to St. Paul. 
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WINS CONDUCT MEDAL 


SGT. MERLE M. WEBB 


This Garrett soldier was awarded 
the Good Conduct medal on D-Day, 
'according to a letter received last 
week by his wife, who lives at 925 
West King street. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ellsworth Webb of Jackson 
street, Auburn, and prior to _ his 
entry into the armed forces he was 
employed as a fireman by the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad. He was in- 
ducted at Toledo on April 19, 1943, 
and received his basic training at 
Camp Shelby, Miss. He later was 
sent to Camp Bowie, Tex., and was on 
maneuvers at Camp Polk, La. He took 
advanced technical training at the 
ordnance depot at Atlanta, Ga., and 
then he returned to Camp Bowie. 
There he was awarded two medals, 
one for marksmanship and the other 
as a sharpshooter. Just one year and 
a day after he was inducted, he left 
from the east coast for overseas and 
landed in England. He states that the 
food is good and he is well and that 
he had not been in the invasion of 
France. He is attached to an ordnance 
depot company. 
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Classmates are in the Army | 


PFC. HERBERT P. KLEEMAN 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Two Garrett soldiers who were re- 
‘cently home on furlough and have re- 
turned to their posts are Pfc. Harbert 
P. Kleeman of Camp Swift, Tex., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kleeman of East 
Garrett, and Pfc. Howard G. Knepper, 
of Biggs Field, El Paso, Tex., son of 
Wallace Knepper of 400 East King 
street. 

The boys are among 22 members of 
the 1942 class of Garrett high school 
who are serving Uncle Sam. 

“Herbie” took an agriculture course 
and was a memper of the Future Farm- 
ers of America club for four years. He 
served on the Maroon and Blue staff 
in his senior year. He was employed 
at the Palace Market before being in- 
ducted into the army last March and 


PFC. HOWARD G. KNEPPER 
—Photo by Sheets. 


all of his training has been at Camp 


Swift. 
His address is Co. B, 387th 
APO 445, Camp Swift, Tex. 
“Knep” took a college preparatory 


course in high school and was a mem- 
ber of the boys’ chorus, secretary- 
treasurer of the band and a member 
of the orchestra.. He was employed by 
the Bowser Co. in Fort Wayne before 
entering the army last February.. He 
received his basic training at St. Pet- 
ersburg, Fla., and was sent to the re- 
placement center at Salt Lake City, 
Utah. .From there he was transferred 
to Spokane, Wash., and then to Biggs 
Field, Tex., where he is assigned to 
duties as a teletype operator. 
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Sister 


LOWELLA TURNBULL 


This brother and sister from Garrett 
who joined Uncle Sam’s forces are 
a daughter and son of Lloyd Turnbull 
of 507 South Harrison street. 

Lowella, the eldest, attended Garrett 
high school and before joining the 
WACS was employed by the Nature’s 
Rival Co. on East King street.. She 
enlisted in June and went to Fort 
Oglethorpe, Ga., for her basic training. 
Later she was sent to Dyersburg, 
Tenn., and has been there since Au- 
gust 1. .She writes home that she 
loves her work in the army and urges 


and Brother Under Flag 


EARL EUGENE TURNBULL 


every girl who can do so to get into 
some auxiliary branch of the service 
and do her part. : 

“Bud” also attended Garrett high 
school but left Garrett in 1937 and 
went to Florida to live with his moth- 
er, Mrs. Ida Ralston.. He spent two 
years in various CCC camps and en- 
listed in the navy in August, 1941. He 
took his “boot” training at the Naval 
Training station at Great Lakes, IIl., 
and after that was assigned to duties 
in the transportation department of 
the navy in New York City. 
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WIPES OUT JAPS 


With the 24th Infantry (Victory) 
Division on Mindanao—Private First 
Class Donald B. Dame, 700 East King 
street, Garrett, Ind., infiltrated with a 
small patrol deep within the Jap lines, 
killed six Japs, wounded several more, 
braved constant danger and severe, 
hardship for four and one-half days | 
and emerged wesry but unwounded. | 
Twenty-five mén of the 24th Caval-! 
ry Reconnaissance troop, with eleven | 


precipitous g©rges gouged into the 
earth, tangled fields of abaca and 
fought heat and exhaustion constant- 
ly. In addition to carrying their 
weapons, ammunition and rations, five 
of the men carried a huge, hand-pow- 
ered radio which presented almost in- 
surmountable obstacles in transporta- 
tion. While sending back reports at 
night, the grinding of the hand gen- 
erator kept the men on edge. ' 

“It seemed that every Jap in the 
vicinity would. ear it,” Dame said. 
Cutting their wz; through the jungle, 
for fear of embushes from the wily 
Japs on trails and roads, the men 
Subsisted on K-rations and scooped 
their meagre supply of water from | 
rain-water reservoirs at deserted Nip 
buildings. 


Se 


Om the first day, Dame said, the 
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Filipino scouts attached, = 


e 
PFC. DONALD E. DAME 


sound of desultory small-arms fire in) 
the distance alarmed the patrol. They 
came upon a deserted Jap plantation 
and found the still-bleeding bodies of | 
eight Filipino civilians. | 

“The five men were horribly 
slashed, the woman had been raped 
before her agonized death, and two 
children, one only about. sixteen 
months old, lay twisted where they 
had fallen.” 

At that moment, Dame sighted a 
small squad of Jap soldiers. The 
patrol opened up on them, killing 
three and wounding some of the 
others who fled in panic, firing wild, 
shots in return. 

Later in the day, Japs were spotted 
in two pillboxes but hand grenades’ 
disposed of them before they could de- 
liver effective fire. 

Finding the terrain impassabie, the 
patrol pulled back about 200 yards 
into a thick mass of abaca and 
bivouacked. The rain, which had 
been falling all day, doubled in in- 
tensity at night and the men, in their 
hastily-dug foxholes, were wet and) 
miserable. / 

There were no contacts with Japs 
on the second day although evidences 
of their recent occupation were every- 
where and some Jap patrois were 
sighted and sideslipped. 

On the succeeding days, one seven 
man patrol was sent out and the rest 
of the patrol established a defense 
perimeter and waited for them. 

Upon returning to the troop area, 
they were commended by Major Gen- 
eral R. B. Woodruif, commanding 
general of the 24th division, for the 
valuable information they had gath- 
ered in their deep penetration of 
enemy lines and for the superior ac- 
complishment of a most difficult and 
dangerous mission. 


One of Dame Brothers Returns 


PVT. ROBERT L. DAME PVT. DONALD E. DAME 


These soldier boys are the sons of | he will try to “do his bit” on the home 
Engineer and Mrs. Charles E. Dame|front to help win the war. 
of 700 East King street, but Bob has | Donald spent about two weeks at 
become incapacitated for army duty; Fort Harrison after being inducted 
and is expected to receive a medical| last Sept. 14 and has been at Fort Mc- 
.discharge and return home this week.|Clellan, Ala., ever since. He has not 

Bob was born in Garrett Aug. 3,}/yet had a furlough and he has re- 
1925, and was in his junior year in|sponded to all calls to duty in camp. 
high school when he was summoned! He left high school in the latter part 
for service with Uncle Sam. He left|of November, 1942, enlisting in the 
Fort Benjamin Harrison last Oct. 27!engineers’ corps and leaving on the 
and then was assigned to the signal|first anniversary of Pearl Harbor, but 
and communications corps at Fort;he was rejected for service at that 
Bragg, N. C. During camp maneuvers'time. After returning home he took 
he contracted leg ailments and he has! employment with the B. & O.asa fire-! 
been in the camp hospital since Dec. | man, but was called for the army and 
29. He wrote home that he is sorry|accepted last September. He was 
he has to leave the service, but that | born in the family home July 21, 1924. 


Sailor and Baby He Hasn’t Seen 


JAMES RICHMOND, MO. M. M. 1/e| JAMES WYNN RICHMOND 
\ —Photo by Sheets 
This Garrett seaman serving over- 


seas when he reads this paper will 
not only see his own picture, but that 
of his young son, whom he has never 
seen. “Jim” was graduated from 


advanced diesel training at Columbia, 
Mo., where he received his present 
rating of motor machinist mate first 
class. He went overseas in April, 
Garrett high school in 1940 and is|'943, and has been in the Solomon 
one of 31 members of that class serv-|!S!ands and vicinity since that time. 


- > AP ee, Young James Wynn Richmond was 
ing with the armed forces. While in ; 
high school he was a member of the arr last October and was eight months 


mixed chorus, the radio, Hi-Y, and|°!d on June 24. He has dark brown 


drama clubs and the Maroon and Blue ote a pans and hte phe ones 
Staff, the high school publication. He|*S"°WS ns ete oo hs Cosco 
majored in art all during his four | Pounds at birth and now tips the scales 


years in high school. Before joining a 19 pounds. His mother is the for- 


; Joann Simon and she and the baby 
the navy in November, 1942, he was; ™e" , ; 
employed as a brakeman by the Balti- 4 he aoe oat ba holt pal 
more and Ohio. He received his i “ai ast apa 
) p. i. he street. The paternal grandmother is 
boct” training at the naval training | Mrs, J. W. Richmond of 700 East Key- 
enter at Great Lakes, Ill., and took'ser street. 
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LOCAL SAIL 


! 
| 
| 
| Sad news came to Mrs. James Wal- 
ter Richmond of 106 North Peters 
street, Garrett, Thursday morning, 
| when a message from Louis Denfeld, 
vice admiral, the chief of navy per- 
sonnel, advised her that her husband 
was ‘‘missing.’’ 
| The message read as follows: ‘‘I 
{deeply regret to inform you that your 
| husband, James Walter Richmond, 
motor machinist mate first class, 
USNR, is missing as a result of a ty- 
;phoon on 16 September, 1945, in 
‘service of his country, Your great 
anxiety is appreciated and you will 
be furnished details when received.” 
Mrs. Richmond received a letter 
from her husband that he had writ- 
ten on Sept. 12 and he told her he 
would be home for Christmas. At 
that time he was based at Okinawa, 
his duties being on a mine sweeper. 
She is of the opinion that he was on 
his way to Japan and might have 
been washed off the deck. 
“Jimmie” is a son of Mrs. J. W. 
Richmond of 700 East Keyser street. 
He was graduated from the Garrett 
high school in 1940. Before joining 
the navy in November, 1942, he was 
employed as a brakeman by the Bal- 
timore and Ohio railroad. He received 
his “boot” training at Great Lakes 
and took advanced Diesel training at 
Columbia, Mo., where he received his 
present rating. 


He went overseas in April, 1943, 
and took part in all the major bat- 
tles in the South Pacific. He was 
home last January for a 30-day leave 
and left for sea duty in March. His 
wife is the former Joann Simon and 
She and their young son, James 
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JAMES W. RICHMOND 
—Photo by Sheets 


| Wynn Simon, live with Mrs. Andrei 
Simon at 196 North Peters street. 
James Wynn will be 2 years old on 
October 24. 

The seven brothers and sisters of 
the missing sailor are Miss Wanda 
Richmond, at home, Mrs. Raymond 
Burtch of 20) South Second street, 
Mrs. L. A. Mahnsmith of 317 High 
street, Mrs. Dean Walter of Kendall- 
ville, Mrs. Daryl Dalrymple of Del 
Ray Beach, Fla.. Wilford Richmond 
of Liberty, Ind., and Pfc. Earl Rich- 
| mond of the army. 
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IN THE SEABEES 


, , 


JOHN W. STONER §°2/c 


John W. Stoner, better known to his 
many friends as “Jack,” is a son of 
Mrs. Hal Stoner of 310 South Walsh 
street and a brother of Mrs. Jas. C. 
Dirr of 504 South Walsh street. He en- 
listed in the navy construction regi- 
ment, known as the “Seabees,” on Dec. 
7, 1942, the first anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, He was ‘called 
to Indianapolis Jan. 28, and was sent 
to Norfolk, Va., where he received his 
boot training. Later, he was trans- 
ferred to Los Angeles for special 
training and sailed for Overseas duty 
the middle of April. ; 


In a letter to his mother he stated 
he had landed Safely, was well and 
working hard. “I love the navy and my 
shipmates, the food is swell,” the let- 
ter said. “We are kept busy and | 
don’t have a lot of time to write, but 
letters from home and anyone in Gar- 
rett will always be welcome.” 4 


The Seabees are the men who build 
advance and mobile bases Outside the 
continental limits of the United 
States. The navy department says: 
“Here is a real Opportunity for two- 
fisted, red blooded Americans to serve 
shoulder to shoulder with the com- 
batant forces in the Seabees, the new- 
est arm of Uncle Sam’s navy. Their 
motto js ‘We Build and Fight With All 
Our Might’.” _ Liye 

‘Mrs. James Richmond of 108 North 
Cowen street recently had a letter 
from. her husband, who is Overseas, 
and he told her he met Jack Stoner 
from Garrett in the “chow line.” The 
letter came from New Caledonia. 


, tion at Great Lakes, 


NAVY SPECIALIST. 


<> ar) : 
JAIRUS MILTON FRIEND 


Having demonstrated special skills 
in_a series of aptitude tests while in 
recruit training, Jairus Milton Friend, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Emory Friend 9? 
Richland township. has been assigned 
to advanced instruction at the navy’s 
new training school for Tadiomen at 
Miami university, Oxfordy*O. After 
completing . thes streamlined 16-week 
course ‘in fhe. smission and¥ recep: 
tion of radio code messages, he will 
be eligible for advancement to a petty 
officer’s rating. Ultimately he will 
be assigned to specialized duties with 
the fleet. 

-. Jairus enlisted in the navy last Sep- 
‘tember and received his “boot” train- 
ing at the U. S. Naval Training Sta- 
Il.. The naval 
school for radiomen is one of many 
similar training units ‘which have 
been established recently on the cam- 


«, Puses of universities throughout the 


country. share \ ‘ ' 
- Jairus was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1932 and worked sever- 


, al years for the Master Bakery of Au- 
| burn, during which time he served as 
' sales manager. 
_into the navy he was employed in a 


Prior to his entrance 


defense plant in Detroit. He has two 
brothers and a sister, George Friend, 
who is employed at the G. E. plant in 
| Fort Wayne, Mrs. Kenneth Myers, al- 
so of Fort Wayne, and Stantey Friend, 
_ at home, -.His.address is J. M. Friend, 
V6. A.’S.,:Div. 16, Sectoli NoOF OT. 
(Radio) Miamt University, Oxford, O. 


John (Jack) W. Stoner § 1-c, son 
of Mrs, Hal Stoner of 310 South Walsh 
street and a brother of Mrs. James C. 
Dirr of 503 South Walsh street, is a 
member of the 24th kattalion of the 
Seabees and a release Thursday by 
the Office of War Information reveals 


unit to make an invasion, the action 
having taken place.in the South Pacific 
last year on June 30. 


Admiral W. F. Halsey Jr.’s official 
communique reads as follows: “On 
June 30 of last year the 24th CB made 
the beachhead with the army on Ren- 
dova.. The 24th unloaded supplies and 
started construction on roads for 
bringing in artillery while under the 
fire of the enemy.. It was thus the 
first Seabee unit to make an invasion 
and also suffered the loss of the first 
two CB officers killed in action, and 
the lives of many men under bombings. 
The 24th was also at Munda the day 
after it was captured and immediately 
set to work to make it one of the finest 
airfields in this war.. They worked 
through bombings and were camped 
between our artillery and the enemy; 
casualties were suffered but the work 
was completed in record time.. The 
24th constructed landings, docks and 
roads in the area.. The navy salutes 
‘the CB’s for a job well done and for 
their unrivaled spirit.” 

The communique further states, 
“The men of this area do not need to 
have the remarkable work of the Sea- 
bees brought to their attention. It 
is in evidence everywhere. The 15th 
regiment, which includes the 9th, 24th, 
47th and 73rd battalions, have done out- 
standing work here, even when 
measured by Seabee standards. There 
is no adequate way to express in words 
the excellence and magnitude of their 
work.” 

Letters from Jack to his mother and 
sister, the contents of which can now 
be revealed, show that when he left 
the states in April, 1943, he shipped to 
New Caledonia and a few weeks later 
‘Was sent into the Solomon Islands 
area. In the invasion of Rendova his 
unit worked 5 days and 5 nights with 


that Jack’s outfit was the first Seabees | 
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JOHN W. STONER S$ 1/C 
—————————————————————— 


only 6 hours sleep and very little food. 
After completing the work, the 24th 
was sent back to Tulagi for a rest but 
it no more than arrived there when the 
Japs attacked and Jack was again 
under fire, 

From Tulagi, the 24th battalion was 
Sent to repair Henderson field on 
Guadalcanal. On July 16, the Japs 
attacked in an attempt to recapture 
the field. Jack was again in the mid- 
dle of a battle. The Japs were beaten. 
off. The 24th rested for a short while 
and then went into action again when 
it landed on Munda island. Jack ie 
now located at the Russell Islands in 
the Solomons and recently he spent 
a 21-day leave in New Zealand. 

Jack enlisted in the Seabees, or the 
Naval Construction Battalions, Dec. 7, 
1942, the first anniversary of the at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. He received 
his training at Norfolk, W. Va., and at 
Los Angeles before being sent over- 
seas. He is a former Garrett high 
school student. 
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IN UPPER 10 CLUB 


CPL. LOWELL R. STUCKMAN 


This Garrett soldier recently com- 
pleted eight weeks of advanced train- 
ing in the instrument trainer instruc- 
tors’ course at Bryan Field, Bryan, 
Tex. As a reward for high scholar- 
ship, Cpl. Stuckman and nine of his 
classmates of the class of 180 were 
made members of the “Upper 10 Club” 
and their names have been placed on 
a permanent honor roil plaque. The 
course is a unit of the Central Flying 
Command. At this school, men who 
operate the Link or instrument train- 
ers are taught the latest instrument 
flying procedures as they apply to 
earthbound planes. : ca 

Cpl. Stuckman is now at Bergstrom 
Field, Austin, Tex. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. M. Stuckman of 208 South 


prlesieen street and was graduated | 
| 


from Garrett high school in 1942. He 
jenlisted Dec. 7, 1942, in the airplane 
mechanics’ school and was sent to 
Miami Beach, Fla., for three months’ 
training. In March, 1943, he was 
transferred to Chanute Field, Ill., for 
Link training instruction and having 
completed that course he was sent 
to Baer Field at Fort Wayne for a 
brief stay, then transferred to the 
army air base at Grenada, Miss. Then 
‘he was stationed at Bergstrom Field 
until he entered the school at Bryan. 


WOUNDED IN FRANCE 


PFC. JAMES R. HOWEY 


The Purple Heart awarded to Pfc. 
James R. Howey of the infantry for 
wounds received in action against 
the enemy on the 15th day of July 
in France has been received by the 
parents of the Garrett soldier, Mr. 
and Mrs. Maurice Howey of 211 South 
Guilford street. A letter from their 
son advised Mr. and Mrs. Howey that 
he was getting along fine, but he did 
not disclose the nature of his wounds 


'or the name of the hospital to which 


he is confined. He attended Au- 
burn high school and before his en- 
trance into the armed forces in 
May, 1943, he was employed at the 
Wayne Knitting Mills in Fort Wayne. 
He received his basic training at 
Camp Shelby, Miss., and was trans- 
ferred to an eastern embarkation 
port at once. He arrived in Eng- 
land and later was transferred to 
France. He will be 20 years old 
next February. 
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Carper Brothers Are Sailors 


YEOMAN GENE CARPER 
—Photo by Sheets 


Two brothers serving with the mili- 
tary forces from Garrett are Gene 
and Donald Carper, sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Victor C. Carper of 816 South 
Randolph street. Yeoman Gene was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1940 and before entering the navy 
on Oct. 2, 1942, he was employed by 
the Commercial Truck Co. in Fort 
Wayne as a rate clerk. After being 
sworn into the navy he was sent to 
Washington, D. C., being assigned to 


duties in the navy building. He was 
later sent to Pearl Harbor and re- 
mained there nine months. He re- 


turned to the United States and af- 


S 1/¢ DONALD CARPER 
—Photo by Sheets 


ter a visit at his home here went to) 
Notre Dame university for a four 
months’ special training course. He} 
then was assigned to the U.S.S Bar- 
ney, a destroyer, and at the present 
time is at sea. { 


Seaman First Class Donald  at- 
tended Garrett high school and would 
have been a member of the 1945 
class, but he decided to get into the) 
war, joining the navy last August 3. | 
He received his “boot” training at. 
Great Lakes, IIl., and was sent to| 
Lambert Field, near St. Louis, where 
he is still stationed as a member of 


the fire department. { 
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Brother and Sister. in + al 
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LIEUT. IGNOTA FRANCIS 


Although we have had numerous pic- 
tures in The Clipper of Garrett boys 
in the armed forces and some of Gar- 
rett girls who are registered nurses 
and have joined the army or the navy, 
today we are presenting a sister and 
brother who are now in the service 
of Uncle Sam. They are the daugh- 
ter and son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Francis of 104 South Britton street. 

Lieut. Ignota Francis is at the pres- 
ent located at Fort Custer, Mich., with 
a unit from St. Luke’s hospital in Chi- 
cago and Northwestern university at 
Evanston, Ill. The organization is 
comprised of 180 doctors and nurses, 
one of the largest units to sign up for 


ovrseas duty. They are taking « ial 
.F 1 
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AND PRIVATE BUFORD FRANCIS 


work at Fort Custer and awaiting word 
as to future assignment. Ignota was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1933 and completed her nurse’s 
training course at St. Luke’s hospital 
in 1937. She spent two years in surg- 
ery at the New York City hospital and 
in the fall of 1940 she returned to St. 
Luke’s. She was commissioned a 
lieutenant two months ago. 

Buford was a member of the 1938 
graduating class of Garrett high 
school and attended Manchester col- 
lege for two years. He was inducted | 
into the army at Indianapolis in Jan- | 
uary of this year and after thirteen 
weeks training in the coast artillery | 
at Fort Eustis, Va., he entered officers’ 
training school. * 
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PFC. BUFORD FRANCIS 


This is a recent picture of Pfc. Bu- 
ford Francis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Francis of 104 Britton street. 
“Pills,” as he is best known to his 
Garrett friends, has been in the army 
two years, having been inducted in 
January, 1942. After completing his 
Eustis, Va., and he has been overseas 
nineteen months. His sister, Lt. Ignota 
Francis, a member of the army nurses’ 
corps with the St. Luke’s hospital of 
Chicago unit, is also overseas and the 
brother and sister have seen each 
other “over there” on different occa- 
sions. They are stationed ten miles 
apart in Italy. 


CLERK FOR UNCLE SAM 


ee 


CPL. .H, H. HOCHSTETTLER JR. 
—Photo by Sheets. 

This Garrett soldier returned to his 
base last Friday after a visit with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Hochstett- 
ler Sr., at 513 South Franklin street. 
He is better known as “Junior” and 
was graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1939. He returned to school 
that fall, taking a post-graduate 
course. While in high school he was 
active in the Freshmen Boys’ club 
and the drama and Hi-Y clubs. He 
entered International College in Fort 
Wayne in the fall of 1941 and com- 
pleted his business course in June, 
1942. He took employment in the 
offices at Baer Field, near Fort Wayne, 
and was employed there until he was 
inducted into the army at Camp Perry, 
O., Sept. 9, 1942. He was sent to Camp 
Wolters, Tex., for his basic training 
and in December of the same year he 
was, assigned to duties with the 134th 
Infantry at Camp San Luis Obispo, 
Calif. The he was advanced to the 
rating of ‘vate first class. In March, 
1943, he ‘wat transferred to Camp 
Rucker, Ala., and was given the rating 
of corpural...4e is now stationed at 


: Camp Butne:, N. C., and has been as 
, Signed to the duties of mail and as- 
| sistant company clerk. His present 
i address is 35994294 Hdq. Co., 2nd Bn. 
1 134th Inf., APO 35, Camp Butner, N. 
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FIGHTS IN SOUTH SEAS 


Cpl. Tech. KENNETH H. KAMMERER 


A son of the late Nathan Kammerer, 
who served in World war No. 1, this 
Garrett youth is doing his part for 
Uncle Sam in this war. He is Corporal 
Technician Kenneth H. (Kenny) Kam- 
merer of 716 East King street. During 
his years in Garrett high school, from 
which he was graduated in 1940, he 
participated in basketball, football and 
track and was a member of the Hi-Y 
and drama clubs and the athletic dlub 
for four years. Thirty-one members 
of the 1940 class are now serving with 
the armed forces. On Nov. 14, 1941, 
“Kenny” went to the induction cen- 
ter at Fort Benjamin Harrison and 
was assigned to duties at Fort Bragg, 
N. C., where he took his basic train- 
ing. Following that training he was 
assigned to the 103rd Field Artillery. 
He was given a furlough and visited 
relatives and friends here in April, 
1942. When he returned to camp he 
was sent overseas and has seen much 
action at Guadacanal, New Hebride 
islands and New Georgia islands. 
His mother, now Mrs. Ray Francis, 
resides in Muskegon, Mich., and his 
sister, Mrs. Thomas Wilondek, lives 


in the parental home on East King 
street. 
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Cpl. Technician Kenneth H. Kam- 
merer of 716 East King street, Garrett, 
has been given officiai recognition for 
outstanding services to his country in 
the war against the Japs. 


“Kenny” is attached to the 103rd 
Field Artillery and has been in the 
Pacific area nearly two years, seeing 
action at Guadalcanal, New Hebrides 
islands and the Solomons. 


The commendation, signed by Lt. 
Gen. M. F. Harmon, follows: 


“Through dense jungle and . waist 
deep mangrove swamp; in heavy rain 
and under constant enemy fire you in- 
stalled many miles of telephone line 
by hand and maintained uninterrupted 
communications between artillery and 
supported infantry from July 5 to Aug. 
5, 1943, on New Georgia, Solomon Is- 
lands. In the closing days of the ac- 
tion, you pushed communications for- 
ward to the hill tops around Munda 
airfield and to the dispersal revet- 
ments on the field itself for maximum 
observation and adjustment of artil- 
lery fire.’ 


Accompanying the commendation 
were the following comments from 


' Cpl. Kammerer’s officers: 


: 


“I am pleased to note and transmit 
this hard-earned and _ well-deserved 
commendation from the commanding 


» general, United States Army Forces in 


the South Pacific. O. W. Griswold, 


‘Major General, U. S. Army, Commanda- 


ing.” 

“It is with great pleasure that I add 
my commendation of duties performed 
in such an excellent manner. H. R. 
Barker, Brigadier General, U. S. Army, 
Commanding.” 


“I am pleased and proud to pass on 
to you the attached well-deserved com- 
mendation from the Commanding Gen- 
eral, USAFISPA, together with com- 
mending indorsements of the corps, 
division and artillery commanders, I 
commend and congratulate you. W. B. 
McCormick, Lieutenant Colonel, F. A. 
Commanding.” 


“As your immediate commander dur- 
ing the period covered by this com- 
mendation, I well know how hard 
earned and well deserved it is. I am 
proud to have you as a member of 
this organization. David W. Twacht 
man, Captain, F. A., Commanding.” 
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A SOLDIER AND HIS BABY SON 


+5 RICHARD J. A. GAEL 


Another local soldier who made a 
trip to the Philippines is Richard Gael, 
1who is now on Luzon. His wife is 
the former Gertrude Hauck and she 
and the baby are living with her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Hauck of 407 
South Randolph street. 

Richard was born in Garrett and is 
a son of Louis Gael, who now lives 
east of Corunna. He was graduated 
from Garrett high school in 1932 and 
was employed by the Flint & Walling 
Mfg. Co. in Kendallville before he 


ARTHUR RICHARD GAEL 


received training at Camp Wallace, 
Tex., and was assigned to duties with 
the coast artillery at Seattle, Wash., 
from December, 4942, to January, 
1945. Then he went to Camp Howzé,, 
Tex., for infantry training and left 
for the Pacific area in June. | 

Arthur Richard was born Jan. 6, 
4945, in Sacred Heart hospital. He 
weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces at birth. 
and now weighs 20 pounds. He has 


entered the army Aug. 8, 1942. Heja fair complexion and auburn hair. 
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BOMBER PILOT AND HIS LITTLE DAUGHTE 
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LT. KENNETH D, WALTER 


Pictured above are Lt. Kenneth D. 
Walter, who is serving with the air 
corps in the South Pacific, and his 
daughter, Sue Ann. Mrs. Walter, 
who is the former Valetta Bloom, and 
Sue Ann are residing with Mrs. Wal- 
ter’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Bloom 
of 216 West Baltimore street, Garrett, 
for the duration. 


Lt. Walter is a -native of Auburn, 
being a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Walter. He was graduated 
from, Auburn high school in 1934 and 
he served as deputy county clerk for 
six years. He then became an insur- 
ance salesman in Auburn and later, in 
the early part of 1943, he and his 
family moved to Lansing, Mich, 

Lt. Walter enlisted in the air corps 
in January, 1943, and he was sent to 
Miami Beach, Fla., for his basic train- 
ing. He received additional training 


SUE ANN WALTER 


at various other fields. On March 
12 of this year at Blytheville, Ark., 
he received his wings and was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant as the 
pilot of a twin-engined medium bom- 
ber. He left for overseas duty May 
20 from Hamilton Field, Calif., and he 
flew his plane to New Guinea. 

Lt. Walter has written his wife that 
he has participated in 23 missions, 

Sue Ann was born Dec. 11, 1939, 
at the Souder hospital in Auburn. She 
weighs 40 pounds and has light brown 
hair and brown eyes. 


Combat Pilot Returns Home 

Having completed 66 combat mis- | 
sions in the war against the Japs, ; fairs: ie 
Ist Lt. Kenneth Walter, former dep- | 
puty clerk of the DeKalb circuit 
court, is at home on leave until June 
7, when he will report at Miami | 
|Beach, Fla., for reassignment. He 
| will be accompanied to Florida by 
‘his wife, the former Valetta Bloom. 
She and their little daughter, Sue, 
‘are living for the duration with Mrs. 
| Walter’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
| Bloom of 216 West Baltimore street, | 
/Garrett. Dale Walter, a brother of 
Lt. Walter, lives on South Main 
Street in Auburn. Another brother, 
Carl, is with the U. S. forces in Eu- 
rope. 

Lt. Walter brought home the Air 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, 
the Southwest Pacific ribbon with 
four battle stars and the Philippine 
ribbon with one battle star. He was 
decorated for meritorious achieve- 
ment in aerial combat. He was a LT. KENNETH WALTER 
‘ pilot of a B-25 Billy Mitchell med- 
|ium bomber and during a year in the WP MEMS Gist. 
Southwest Pacific he flew over vast | back to the same target and the na- | 
areas of the ocean and enemy terri-|vVigation department of the ship was 
tory. His missions took him to New |hit by a 90 mm. shell. The aelerons 
Guinea, the Negros islands and the|and hydraulic system were shot a- 
Bismarck archipelago and his way and it was impossible to get the 
Plane strafed coastal and river traf-;landing wheels down. The craft 
fic in Indo-China at low levels, He|made a belly landing at its base, The 
helped cover several landings, in-|crew members escaped injury but the 
jcluding Tarakan harbor, Borneo, on-|Ship was damaged beyond usefulness 
‘ly recently. The longest. flight he! Lt. Walter was given anothe: 
made was 1,800 miles round trip. plane and flew it until he was re 
| The bombers were always protect-|lieved from combat duty. a ia 
: : : Mitchell carries six men and Lt. Wal- 
Std pe aehtning yee Sabet ter and the others who were assigned 
Lt. Walter made a flight over the to his ships escaped injury. He says 
Celebes and the rudder was shot a- he likes flying, but isn’t anxious for 
way by flak. The next day he flew]any more contacts with the Japs. 
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AIR FIELD NAMED TO 
HONOR WARREN HARVEY 


Word has been received by Mr. and 
Mrs. S. D. Harvey of 310 South Harri- 


son street, Garrett, that a naval air. 


field at Inyokern, Calif., will be com- 
missioned June 28 as “Harvey Field,” 
being named in honor of their son, the 
late Lt. Comdr. Warren W. Harvey, U. 
Son: 

The order from the secretary of the 
navy states that this distinction is 
being paid to the memory of Lt. Comdr. 
Harvey “for his contribution to the 
development of aviation ordnance and 
his share in the development of fight- 
ing plane tactics.” 

Capt. S. E. Burroughs, who is in 
command at Inyokern, recommended 
that the field be named after the form- 
er Garrett officer and official approval 
was given. Lt. Comdr. Harvey’s wid- 
ow, the former Rebecca Keen of Gar- 
rett, and two children, who reside at 
Coronado, Calif., plan to attend the 
commissioning ceremony and Capt. 
Burroughs invited his parents. How- 
ever, they will not be able to be pres- 
ent. 

Capt. Burroughs added: “Inyokern 
is about 130 miles north ,of Los Ange- 
les, out in the desert. It will be a 
station devoted to research, develop- 
ment and test of new weapons, particu- 
larly those for aircraft. Warren would 
have been keenly interested in the 
work we're doing there.” 


Warren Harvey was a graduate of 
Garrett high school and the Annapolis 
naval academy. After going on active 


LT, COMDR. W. W. HARVEY 


duty in the navy he became a pilot. 
He led the first search by air for the 
famous lost flyer, Amelia Earhart, in 
1937. Later he was attached to the 
airplane carrier Saratoga and was in 
command of a fighting squadron. In 
December, 1940, he made a trip to 
Washington, D. C., on business and 
died there suddenly of a heart attack. 
He was 39 years old. 
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DOES WELL IN NAVY. 


| 
IS CONVALESCING 
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MYRON E, TEEGARDIN 


One of two sailor sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude H. Teegardin of 202 East 
High street, Myron E. Teegardin is 
now a petty officer. He entered the 
Navy last April and received his 
“boot” training at Great Lakes, III. 
He also attended a gunners school 

This Garrett soldier is convalescing there and was graduated in September 
in a hospital in England from wounds with the rating of gunners mate first 


PFC. ROGER TUCK 


jreceived in France. He is a son of class. He was sent to Portsmouth, 
| mr. and Mrs. Chas. Tuck of 209 South Va., and after Special training he was 
[ jams Street. A graduate of Garrett! one of seven members of a class who 
high school, he has been in the mili- | were given the rank of gunners mate 
tary service since Miay 7, 1943, and third class petty officer. His average 
received training in various camps as was 375 out of possible 400. He was 
well as the army specialized training employed as a foreman in a factory at 
Program at the University of Alabama. Muskegon, Mith., before he entered 
He has been overseas since Sept. 1. the navy and lived with his family at 
Spring Lake, Mich. His wife is the 
former Louise Taylor of Garrett and 
their children are Caroll Jean, aged 
6, Sharon, 4, and Myron Jr., 2. They 
were all here on a visit recently, as 
also was Myron’s brother, Claude, 
Junior Teegardin § 1/c, who was sta- 
tioned at a navy ammunition depot at 


Crane, Ind 
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ROBERT FREEMAN 
WAS KILLED IN 
AUTO ACCIDENT 


| 
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PFC. ROBERT L. FREEMAN 


| 
| Mr. and Mrs. George Freeman of 
four miles southwest of Garrett near 


the DeKalb-Noble county line have 
received a letter from Capt. Miles G. 
Stevens, who is in England, revealing 
that their son, Pfc. Robert L. Freeman, 
died in England on May 14 as the re- 
| sult of an automobile accident. Prior 
jto receiving the letter Mr. and Mrs. 
Freeman did not know how their son 
j;met his death. The letter follows: 


|“Dear Mrs, Freeman: 
“It is most regretful that the oc- 
casion should arise necessitating my 


writing this letter, for I know that - 


‘mere words or expressions of sympa- 
,thy can in no way soften the blow 
‘caused by the death of your son, Pri- 
vate First Class Robert L. Freeman, 
ASN 35341250, on the 14th of May, 
1944. 

“Your son’s passing was the result 
of an automobile accident and if it is 
gt any consolation whatsoever, you 
can be assured that there was no ex- 
tended suffering, 

“It was a privilege and a pleasure 
to have had your son as a member of 
my command and at all times he con- 
ducted himself in a soldierly manner 
and was a credit to the army and to the 
country he served. You may be sure 
that the loss of your son was a re- 
Sult of service to his country, which 
he so honorably served. 

“Security and censorship regulations 
of necessity prevent details concern- 
ing the burial or the disposition of the 
person effects but if information is 
desired it may be obtained by writing 
The Quartermaster General, ASF, 
Washington, D.-C. : 

“As stated in the beginning of this 
letter, I realize that nothing I say or 
do can offer much in the way of con- 
dolence, but felt it was the least that 
could be done in these trying times and 
under present circumstances.” 

' Yours truly, 
Miles G. Stevens, Lt. Col., T.C. 
Commanding. 
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CARL W. SHOUDE 
SLGUTLY HURT 
IN NEW GUINEA 
| 
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CARL W. SHOUDEL 


Charles T. Shoudel of 418 South 
Guilford street, Garrett, received a 
telegrany Saturday morning from the 
adjutant general of the army, Wash- 
ington, D. C., notifying him that his 
'son, Pfc. Carl W. Shoudel, was slight- 
ly wounded in action on June 23 in 

. |New Guinea. The telegram reads as 
follows: 

“Regret to inform you your son, 
Pfc, Carl W. Shoudel, was on June 
25 slightly wounded in action in New 
Guinea. You will be advised as re- 
ports of condition are received.” 

Pfc. Shoudel was a graduate of St. 
Joseph’s high school with the class 
of 1939 and was employed by the 
Rieke Metal Products Corp. in Au- 
burn for three years. He entered the 
(army in September, 1941. After re- 
ceiving. his training in the infantry 
at various camps, he was sent from 
the west coast to Hawaii last year. 
About six months ago he was sent to 
New Guinea. 

The last letter his father received 
from him was in the early part of 
June, in which he stated: “You 
ought to see my new home now; I’ve 
got a foxhole with a trench in it for 
my bed. The weather is fine now, but 
it wouldn’t be so nice if it started 
raining. Am feeling fine. Lost a little 
weight, otherwise I am O.K.” 


Carl’s brother, 2nd Lt. Donald 
Shoudel, 26, is in the military police 
in Hawaii. Donald arrived in Hawaii 
just a week after Carl had been sent 
to New Guinea. 
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NOW 1ST LIEUTENANT, 


LT. DONALD C. SHOUDEL 


Announcement is made from an 
Army Air Forces base of the Sixth 
Air Service Area command in the Cen- 
[tral Pacific that Donald C. Shoudel,| 
son of Charles T. Shoudel of 418 South 


Guilford street, Garrett, has been 
Promoted from second lieutenant to 
first lieutenant. He is a supply and 
prison officer of a military police 
company. 

Lt. Shoudel was graduated from St. 
Joseph’s high school in 1937 and is 
now 26 years old. He was employed 
lat Sacred Heart home near Avilla 
until he entered the army in April, 
1941. After training in southern 
camps he was graduated from the 
officer candidate school at Fort Custer, 
Mich. He went overseas in February, 
1944. A brother, Carl W. Shoudel, is 
with the infantry in the South Pacific. 

Lt. Shoudel’s wife, the former Eve- 
lyn Jane Hidy, and their 7-months’ old 


daughter, Anne, reside at North: 


Manchester. 
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IN ANTI-AIRCRAFT 


PFC. WESLEY B. LUNG 


This DeKalb county soldier is serv- 
ing with an anti-aircraft unit in 
France. He is a scn of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert B. Lung of Cedar Creek and 
was graduated from Garrett 
school in 1942. Wesley was 21 years 
of age last October 9 and he entered 
the military service two years ago on 
January 13. He was inducted at Camp 
Perry, O., and took his basic training 
in North Carolina... He was also at 
Camp _ Breckenridge, Ky., several 
weeks while on maneuvers. He was 
stationed at Camp Stewart, Ga., be- 
fore going overseas in February, 1944, 
Wesley has three brothers serving 
with the armed forces. They are 
Sgt. Ford R. Lung, who is now at 
Fort Knox, Ky., after serving 26 
months in the South Pacific; Pvt. Leo 
R. Lung, stationed in New York, and 
Pvt. Lawrence H. Lung at Fort Riley, 
Kan. Pvt. Leo Lung has a wife and 
two children, who are residing in 
Boise, Ida. 
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GUNNER IN Ist ARMY! 


pera 
PVT. PAUL HOCHSTETTLER 


One of the Garrett boys in Germany 
when V-E day came was Pvt. Paul 
Hochstettler, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
H. Hochstettler of 513 South Frank- 
lin street. Paul was associated with 
| his two uncles, Claude and Ivo Hecka- 
man, in the dairy business at Nap- 
panee when he was called to the 
colors in July, 1944. He received his; 
basic training at Camp Wolters, 7 
and was sent overseas in January of 
this year, landing in England. He 
was a gunner in the First army. His 
wife, the former Eloise Miller of Nap- 
panee, and their young son, Douglas 
Lyle, live in Nappanee. Paul’s broth- 
ler, Harvey H. Hochstettler, is in the 
army, his duties being that of a mail 
clerk and he was also in Germany. 
The boys were only fifty miies apart, 
but according to the last report re- 
ceived by their parents they had not 
met. Harvey is a corporal and has 
been in military service since Sept. 
9, 1942. He is in the Ninth army. 
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DELIVERS WAR GOODS 


Long before the United States got 
into the war this Garrett man had 
seen plenty action. He is Radio Offi- 
cer Bernard Frownfelter of 108 East 
High street. At the present time he 
is a patient in the marine hospital at 
Norfolk, Va., having contracted mala- 
ria. . 

Bernard was a mfember of the 1933 
class of Garrett high school and went 
to the radio school at Port Arthur, 
Tex. He located at Richmond, Ind., 
and worked as an operator at station 
WKBV and then for a time was em- 
ployed in the Fort Wayne police de- 
partment. 

He went to sea as a radio operator 
in the merchant marine in 1934. Asa 
merchant seaman rarely stays on one 
ship very long, Bernard has worked 
for various steamship companies oper- 
ating fleets in all parts of the world. 
He has been in 18 foreign countries 
including England, France, Belgium, 
Holland, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Al- 
geria, Sicily, India, Malaya, Borneo, 
Japan, Brazil, Uruguay, the Argentine, 
South Africa, Trinidad and Mexico, as 
well as the Philippines and Hawaiian 
islands and numerous islands in the 
East Indies. , 

Before our entry inté- the war, in 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan in the Red sea 
in August, 1941, while delivering Lend- 
Lease cargo to the British, the ship he 
was on was bombed by German planes 
Operating from Crete. He sailed for 
four months between ports on the At- 
lantic and Gulf coasts in 1941 and ’42, 
when cargo ships were still unarmed 
and ship sinkings were at their high- 
est. He tried working ashore for a 
while for the Federal Communications 
Commission and Pan American and 
Eastern Air Lines ag a radio techni- 
cian, but believed he could contribute 
more to the war effort in the merchant 
marine and returned to sea in Feb- 
ruary of this year. Since that time he 
has made two trips to North Africa, 
experiencing some heavy air raids 
while there and many submarine at- 
tacks while en route, but his closest 
call took place when his ship was hit 
by a dud torpedo off Gibraltar on the 
last voyage. Bernard makes this 
statement in a letter to his parents: 
“What I think is most important, how- 
ever, is that the U. S. merchant marine 


RADIO OFFICER 


BERNARD FROWNFELTER 
‘ . —Photo by Sheets. 


is maining the Liberty ships and de- 
livering the supplies and materials of 
war to the men on the fighting fronts 
all over the world in purely voluntary 
service against heavy losses in ships 
and men. Until recently the loss of 
men, on a comparative basis of en- 
listment, was greater than all other 
services combined. Much _s praise 
should be given to the members of the 
U. S. navy’s armed guard crews who 
are manning the guns of our merchant 
navy and to the navy for its excellent 
convoy protection, which has cut down 
losses considerably.” | 
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ENJOYING ENGLAND 


PFC. WILBUR H. MOWRY 


A letter Monday received from Pfc. 
Wilbur H. (Horsie) Mowry by his 
father, Otto Mowry of 120 South Pet- 
ers street, relates that the country is 
beautiful in England and that he is 
well and happy. He states that he 
gets all the late news from America 
via radio. 

A member of the 1941 class of Gar- 
rett high school, he is one of the 
23 members of his class now serving 
in the armed forces. These include 
22 boys and one girl. The latter is 
Miss Meredith Holsinger, who ig a 
member of the WAVES. “Horsie” took 
an active part in the Freshmen Boys 
club in high school and was a member 
of the Hi-Y and Athletic clubs. He 
played football three years, was a 
member of the track team in his sopho- 
more and junior years and was a 
member of the basketball team for 
four years, being captain in his senior 
year. He was star forward of the 
five and capped his high school net 
career by making the first five of the 
all-sectional squad. 

He took employment with the signal 
department of the Baltimore and Ohio 
and was stationed at LaPaz for more 
than a year. He was inducted into 
the army on Jan. 4 of this year and 
took his basic training at New Orleans. 

In April he was transferred to Bucy- 
rus, O., as a member of the 768th Rail- 
way Shop Battalion and remained 
there until he was sent overseas. 


ON DUTY IN NAVY 


WM. R. CROSLEY F 1/C M. O. M. M. 


A former resident of Garrett, Wm. 
R. Crosley, fireman first class motor 
machinist mate, is a grandson of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Penzin of 300 Covell 
Street.. “Bill” joined the navy on 
December 3, 1943, and received his 
“boot” training at Great Lakes, Ill. 
He was transferred to Navy Pier, 
Chicago, for training on diesel motors 
and from there went to Camp Brad- 
ford, Va., for training in the amphibi- 
ous forces. Returning to Navy Pier 
on July 28, he remained until August 
16, when he was sent to Evansville, 
Ind., for his LST boat training. He 
was then given a leave and visited at 
his home in Chicago and with his 
relatives in Garrett. While on leave 
he met his uncle, Pfc. Ernest Penzin 
of Garrett, who was at home on fur- 
lough after serving 20 months in 
Greenland. Bill also has a cousin, 
Franklin Penzin of Flint, Mich., for- 
merly of Garrett, who is also in the 


navy and serving in the Southwest 
Pacific. 
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} 
| Cpl. Stonestreet was a member of 


FIREMAN IN ARMY the 1939 class of Avilla high school 


and was employed by the Pennsy!l- 
“oy 


vania railroad before he was inducted 
into the army Oct. 31, 1942. He re-! 
ceived training at Camp Claiborne, 
La., and also spent three months at 
Camp Thomas A. Scott near Fort 
Wayne before going overseas in June, 
| 1943. He had spent 11 months in 
|England before being sent to France. 
|He will be 25 years old on Nov. 13. 

Mrs. Stonestreet is very proud of her 
[husband and says she prays night 
and day for the safe return of him 
land all other fighting men. 


-YUNDED GARRETT SOLDIER 
RECOVERING IN ENGLAND 


U. S. ARMY GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
ENGLAND = Private Francis A. 
| Biedrzycki, 34, of 617° West Edgerton 
Street, Garrett, Ind., is recovering at 


_ this United States army general hos- 


CPL. JACK S. STONESTREET ‘Dital in England from chest wounds 
|and a fracture of the right hip suf- 
As a surprise to Mrs. Jack S. \fered when a German bomb exploded 
Stonestreet of LaOtto came the news near him during the Allies’ famed 
that her husband, a corporal, was the ‘drive on St. Lo, France. 
fireman with the first crew to take “Pyt. Biedrzycki underwent a se 
a supply train to the front in France. vere lung operation but is now in ex- 
The information came from Head- cellent condition,” Captain Thomas A. 
‘quarters European Theatre of Opera- Gill of Michigan City, Ind., ward sur- 


tions. The information also _ dis- 
closed that the conductor with the 
Same crew was Sgt. Virgil L. Penny, 
who gave his address as Garrett. 
Helping to move supplies up to| 
Gen. Bradley’s fast-moving armies, 
the railway soldiers have had to im- 
provise systems of communication 
and traffic control. They have used 
“walkie-tilkies,’ wireless sets and’ 


geon, said. 

A veteran of the African and Si- 
cilian invasions as wel] as the fight- 
ing in France, Pyt. Biedrzycki said 
his field artillery unit was attacked 
by a German dive bomber as they 
meared the outskirts of St. Lo. One 
bomb exploded a few hundred feet 
(from him and hurled him about 15 


lother make-shift devices to keep the yards. ’ j 

trains moving, often over rails that A medic reached me in a few min- 
had not been used for weeks. Train /utes and dressed my wounds,” he ex- 
crews are often away ‘from their Plained. “Then our litter bearers 
home terminal for as much as six came up and moved me back to an 


aid station.” 


days, stopping the train when they 
Pvt. Biedrzycki was awarded the 


see a chow line. 


One of the first ambulance trains Silver Star medal during the African 
in France received orders from the campaign when his group destroyed 
dispatcher on its first trip to keep several German guns defending the 
going until it came to a Negro soldier Kasserine Pass. He suffered a mi- 
sitting on a siding. The crew fol- nor flesh wound from enemy rifle | 
lowed orders and there he was—wait- fire later in the North Africa fight- 
ing to give them directions to put the ing. 
train on a siding to let the freight Pvt. Biedrzycki, who has _ been 
train pass. ‘warded the Purple: Heart, is a son 


f Mr. and Mrs. John Biedrzycki of 
1e Edgerton street address. 


LOCAL SOLDIER 


1S WOUNDED IN 
FRANGE BATTLE 


PRIVATE FRANCIS BIEDRZYCKI 


Mr. and Mrs. John Biedrzycki of 617 
West Edgerton street, Garrett, re- 
ceived a telegram Wednesday from 
the adjutant general’s office in Wash- 
ington stating that their son, Private 
Francis Biedrzycki, had been seriously 
wounded in action in France on July 
28. No further information was given 
other than an address to use to write 
to him at an overseas hospital. 


Mr. and Mrs. Biedrzycki received 
an unusual chain of letters Monday. 
First they received a letter from their 
son dated July 27, the day before he 
was injured, stating that he was think- 
ing of home and was feeling fine and 
getting along O, K. The second letter 
was dated August 1 and was written 
for him by another person- The let-: 
ter was as follows: “Dear Dad and} 
Mother: How are you? I’m taking it! 
easy right now. Was wounded a few 
days ago and am in q_ hospital in 
France. Please don’t worry. ’m 
coming along fine but my right arm is 
in a cast so I won’t be able to write 
myself for a while. They’ll probably 
send me to a hospital in England, but 
keep writing as they will forward my 
mail. Give my love to all the folks 
and don’t worry about me. I’m getting 
good care and am feeling better every 
day.” The third letter was dated 
August 5 and was written on American 
Red Cross stationery. In it he stated 
he was in a hospital in England and 
that “he was getting along all right.’ 

Private Biedrzycki was the driver of 
a tank and it is Believed that he was 
a part of the armored forces under 
Gen. Patton that are now making the! 
drive through the Germans in France. ; 
Private Biedrzycki was under General 
Patton in the North African campaign 
and the battles of Salerno and Cassino 
in Italy. He was then transferred to 
England and then to France. 

“Beedie,” as he is best known by his 
friends, is a graduate of St. Joseph’s 
school. For several months he was 
employed at the Riedhart store and the 
Palace Market and just prior to’ enter- 
ing the army in March, 1942, he was 
working for the B. & O-. at Akron. He 
received his training at Camp Cooke, 
Calif., on maneuvers in Death Valley 
and at Camp A. P. Hill, Va. He was 
sent overseas in October, 1942. 

In a letter he wrote while in North 
Africa to his parents he declared that 
General Patton “is one of the best.” 
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1ST LT. R. E. FROWNFELTER 


This Garrett young man is a liaison 
pilct in Uncle Sam’s air force and he| 
holds the record of making more re- 
connaissance flights than any other 
liaison pilot on the western front in 
‘Europe, more than 200 sorties at the 
latest reports. He has received 
special training in flying at tree top 
level and hedge hopping. He is a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Frownfelter 
of 905 South Randolph street. 

His work often consists of taking | 
high ranking officers over enemy | 
territory to direct the fire of artillery 
batteries or to observe enemy defen- 
sive positions. According to a re- 
cent Associated Press news release 
Robert is also flying on missions of 
mercy. According to the article, 
Robert, along with other P-47 pilots, 
arrived at the front to battle the Ger- 
mans, only to be assigned to fittle 
L-1 ships and the job of flying seri- 
ously wounded doughboys from under 
the noses of the Germans. The as- 
signment looked at first like a bore, 
but the pilots came to realize they 
were performing a fine service in 
picking up the wounded, a litter at a 


time, and carrying them to field hos- 
pitals far behind the lines. The group 
flies from dawn to dusk daily when 
the weather permits. It estimates it 
Saves three lives an hour. Each pilot 
also does his own navigating and 
radio operating. Robert says, “We 
tune in the radio on the BBC and let| 
the fellow we are carrying listen—if 
he is able. We think it makes them 
easy and takes their minds off the 
trip.” 

Two months ago Robert had a nar- 
row escape when his ship was demol- 
ished in a landing crackup. His nose 
was broken in the mishap, but he was 
out of service only a short while. 
jomething happened to his plane in 
he air and he was at too low an alti- 
ude to bail out so “he rode her down.” | 
The plane hit the ice covered snow | 
ind turned over, skidding along on its 
oack. His parents know of at least 
three forced landings that he has 
nad and they have received several 
nice letters from people in France| 
and Belgium who have had him a 
their homes when he was forced 
down. 

Lt. Frownfelter entered the liaison 
jivision of the army in April, 1942, 
ind he received training at Purdue 
iniversity, White Bear Lake, Minn., , 
Naco, Tex., Fort Sill, Okla., and he | 
was On maneuvers in California. He 
was sent to England in November, 
1943. He is the holder of the Air 
Medal with five Oak Leaf clusters. 
He is a member of the 188th battalion | 
of the First Army. 

Robert has sent many souvenirs 
home to his parents including a large 
Carved briar pipe, brass German em- 


| blem, bayonet, knife, several pieces 


of beautiful cutglass, a set of fine 
steel drills, wire collapsible fish bag, | 
a white flag raised by the Germans 
Over a fort in Cherbourg fast June, a 
Souvenir flag made for him by sev-| 
eral children in Belgium where he! 
made a forced landing, coins and 
many photographs. 

Robert has two brothers in service: 
Pit./Sgt. H. G. Frownfelter, who has 
an overseas address out of San Fran- 
cisco, and Pfc. M. N. Frownfelter, who: 
is at Cherry Point, Bogue Field, N. 
C. His other brother, John, who re- 
sides with his Parents, served four- 
teen months in the army and he has | 


ja medical discharge. [ 
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LT. FROWNFELTER 
SAYS ARMY WAS 
READY FOR D-DAY 


LT. ROBERT FROWNFELTER 


Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Frownfelter of 
905 South Randolph street, Garrett, 
have received an unusual letter from 
‘heir son, 2nd Lt. Robert E. Frown- 
felter, who is stationed in England, 
and who may be now in France. 

The letter was written on D-day 
and is as follows: 


“Dear Mother, Dad and all: 


“Now just relax and stop your 
worrying and don’t believe all you 
read. True it is that D-day has ar- 
rived but you are still sleeping, since 
it is only 1 or 2 o’clock in the seem- 
ingly far distant town of Garrett. 
We all have waited for this day and 
the men in the armed forces have 
had a lot of training. Many dry runs 
and what have you, just to make D- 
day what it is—one terrific, massive, 
unbelievable and amazingly well- 
timed slugging blow to the Axis. 

“We will be O.K, because we have 
he best in equipment and we know 
10oW to use it. I am ready, as all the 
ther men are, to do my part, and, 
believe you me. I’m really proud that 


I can be one of the many in this big 
show. Don’t believe any reports a- 
bout me or the progress of the bat- 
tle unless the War department or 
some official source relays it to you 
or the public. a 
“It may seem strange, but my feel- 
ings are ‘I’m not the least bit afraid.’ 
I have confidence in my ability and 
frankly I’m very happy that in time 
to come I can say and be proud of 
the fact I was in the war as a pilot. 
Tells Pride in Parents 
“The thing that is worrying me 
is, how are you taking it? No doubt 
the radios are blasting away, the 


newspapers have new headlines and 
eee eeu 


an extra every ten minutes and the 
next door neighbors have confiden- 
tial news from General ‘Ike,’ and 
what have you. Don’t get excited. 
I’m supposed to do that. All I can 
See around me is the result of good 
planning and good training and a se- 
rious expression on everyone’s face. 


“To you. Mom and Dad, goes a 
great honor for having raised four 
boys and good ones. We probably 
aren’t exceptions or geniuses, but 
ew men are. Now three of us are 
in the armed forces and the fourth 
is helping to make the equipment 
we need and have. John and Mary, 
you can feel darn proud.that the 
instruments you make are used every 
day, and without them our chances 
would be very slim. 


“You have done .a grand job, Mom 
and Dad. We are proud of you and 
love you. You mean everything to 
us boys and your daughters. Keep 
your chins up and be happy and 
proud you have done all you can for 
your country. Even though it does 
seem to be fast moving and shady at 
times, it is a wonderful place, the 
best on the earth and well worth 
working and fighting for. 


“My letter may be late and mis- 
dated but I can’t trouble about the 
date. Just write more often than in 
the past and let me know how you 
are. Send some cigarettes and some 
raisins. 

“Bye now and God bless and keep 
you. I’ll be seeing you in a short 
time. 

“Your son, Bob.” 


eee 
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Eisenhower’s Admonition 

Lt. Frownfelter enclosed a copy 
of the communication written by 
General Eisenhower and distributed 
to all the men in the armed forces 
on D-day. The Allied supreme com- 
mander stated that “the eyes of the 
world are upon you men, and the 
hopes and prayers of liberty-loving 
people everywhere march with you.” 
He said the enemy is well trained, 
well equipped and battle-hardened. 
“However, I have full confidence in 
your courage, devotion to duty and 
Skill in battle. We will accept noth- 
ing less than full victory! Good 
luck! And let us all beseech the 
blessing of Almighty God upon this 
great and noble undertaking.” 

Lt. Frownfelter attended Garrett 
high school for three years and then 
transferred to Auburn high school, 
where he graduated in 1933. He held 
various jobs and then went into the 
printing business in Indianapolis. 
Later, he sold his shop and went to 
Washington as a supervisor in a 
navy printing office. 

Frownfelter volunteered for duty 
in the liaison division of the army 
air forces in April, 1942, and was 
sent for study and training to Pur- 
due university. For further train- 
ing he went to White Bear Lake, 
Minn., and Waco, Tex., and he grad- 
uated from his course at Fort Sill, 
Okla., receiving the rating of staff 
sergeant pilot. After four months 
of maneuvers in California, he was 
sent to England last November. 
Shortly after his arrival he received 
his lieutenant’s commission. 


Lt.. Frownfelter is now attached 


to an artillery unit and he usually 


takes with him in his very fast plane 
the commanding officer. They fly 
Over enemy territory for the pur- 
DOSe of observing the enemy posi- 
tions and to direct the fire of the 
artillery batteries. Lt. Frownfelter 
has received extensive training in 
flying at tree top level and hedge 
hopping. 

Lt. Frownfelter’s two brothers in 
Service are with the marines at San 
Diego. Calif. They are Platoon Set. 
Homer G. Frownfelter and Private 
Maurice M. Frowntfelter. 


NOW A CAPTAIN 


CAPT. ROBERT FROWNFELTER 

Mr. and Mrs. EK. BH. Frownfelter of 
905 South Randolph street received a 
telephone message Tuesday night 
from their son, Robert E, Frownfelter. 
He called from Berne, Switzerland, 
to tell his parents he is “fine” and Ras. 
been promoted from lieutenant to) 
captain. 

Capt. Frownfelter distinguished 
himself during the war as a liaison 
pilot. He has been in the army three | 
and a half years and in Europe nearly 
two years. He is now stationed at 
Heidelberg, Germany, and is attend- 
ing the university there three days a 
week, studying French and German. 
He said he didn’t know when he would 


“ return home. 


In a recent letter to his parents, 
Capt. Frownfelter said he was “thank- 
ful he had no more homes to blow 
up and no more tanks to work over, 
and no more men need to die,” but 
he would wait to celebrate when he 
gets home. 


— "79, 1 
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CPL. CHAS. F. WILSON 


Cpl. Charles F. Wilson left Sunday 
for the Clovis army air base at Clovis, 
N. M., after having spent a 9-day 
furlough with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs, John A. Wilson of three miles 
northeast of Garrett. 

Wilson was promoted from the rank 
of private to corporal on August 17, 
when he completed a six months’ 
course in aerial gunnery. He has been 
assigned as a member of a crew of 
one of Uncle Sam’s mighty battleships 
of the air, the B-29, as the right gun- 
ner. He expects to be sent into action 
overseas in the near future. 

Charles entered the army air corps 
in the early part of 1943 and received 
his basic training at St. Petersburg, 
Fla. He received further instructions 
;at Gulfport, Miss., went to the power 
. plant specialists’ school at Chanute 
|Field, Ill, the armament school at 
‘Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., and in 
January of this year began training 
‘on the B-29 at Clovis, N. M. 
_ Another son of Mr. 4nd Mrs. Wilson, | 
John, is an instructor at the marine 
‘corps air base at Cherry Point, N. C. 


LT. HERMAN ZINK 


After a visit with his wife at their 

home in Zanesville, O., and his par- 
‘ents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. F. Zink, at 
Willard, this former Garrett resident 
has reported at Boston, Mass., for re- 
‘assignment. 
Lt. Zink was on duty on a destroyer 
‘for 14 months and the ship reached 
‘San Francisco last April. His wife 
went to the west coast to meet him 
|'and they came east together. Lt. 
Zink wears three stars on his service 
ribbon, showing that he took part in 
three major sea battles. These were 
in the New Solomons area. 

After graduating from high school 
at Willard and Ohio State university 
at Columbus, Herman was _ athletic 
;coach and teacher at Willard. for nine 
years. He then went to Zanesville, 
where he made a great record in the 
three years that he served as head 
|coach before he enlisted in the navy in 
August, 1942. He and his wife built 
‘a fine home in Zanesville and he ex- 
pects to return to the Zanesville 
school after the war. 

Lt. Zink’s father is a B, & O. engin- 
eer and for his “lay-over’ in Garrett 
he has a room in the Mrs. Rose Thomp- 
son residence at 117 South Franklin 
street. 


Mein. ne 
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Sree ed ee 
CAPTIVE OF NAZIS 


1st LT. ROBERT R. LADIG 


1st Lt. Robert R. Ladig, brother of 
Mrs. Jay Kagey of 111 South Harri-|: 
son street and a former resident of |' 
Garrett, who had been missing over : 
Austria since June 26, is a prisoner 
of the German government, his wife, 
Mrs. Naomi Osterman Ladig of 1709 
Bayer avenue, Fort Wayne, has been 


informed. 

The 29-year-old bombardier navigat- 
or on a B-24 was based in Italy. He 
was located 10 miles from his brother- 
‘in-law, Cpl. Chas. Osterman, but never 
|had the opportunity to contact him. 
He had been stationed in Italy since 
| March 1 and held the air medal. 


A son of Mrs. Mary Ladig of 1241 
Elm street, Fort Wayne, the family 
formerly tived at 617 West King 
Street, Garrett. Robert attended the 
grade school and his first year of high 
school in Garrett. He was gradua- 
ted from Huntertown high school and 
took employment with the Wayne 
Pump Co. in Fort Wayne. He en- 
listed in the army in 1933 and spent 
three years with the field artillery. 
He was in the army reserve when 
war was declared and early in 1942 
he re-enlisted in the air force. He 
won his bombardier wings at Victor 
ville, Calif., Jan. 23, 1943, and his 
navigator’s wings at Mather Field, 
Calif.. May 29, 1943. ‘He was pro- 
moted to his present rank in Jan., 1944. 


RETURNS TO U.S. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


FIRST LT. ROBERT R. LADIG 

Glad news was received Thursday 
by Mrs. Jay Kagey of 111 South Har- 
rison street, when she received word 
that her brother, 1st Lt. Robert R. 
Ladig of Fort Wayne, formerly of 
Garrett, had arrived in the United 
States, having been recently liberated 
after ten months in a German Prison 
camp. The information was received 
by the soldier’s wife, Mrs. Naomi 
Ladig of Fort Wayne. 

The 29 year old bombardier navi- 
gator on a B-24 was based in Italy. 


He was located Only ten miles from} 


his brother-in-law, Cpl. Charles Oster- 
_man, also of Fort Wayne, but they 
| never had time to contact each other. 
Lt. Ladig. was reported missing over 
Australia on June 26, 1944, Before 
re-entering the military service he 
was employed by the Wayne Pump 
Co. in Fort Wayne. He enlisted in 
the army in 1933 and spent three 
years with the field artillery. He was 
In the army reserve when war was 
declared and early in 1942 he re- 
enlisted in the air force. He won his 
bombordier wings at Victorville, 
Calif., and his navigator’s wings at 
Mather Field, Calif. He was pro-: 
moted to his present rank in January, | 
1944, His mother, Mrs» Mary Ladig, 
lives in Fort Wayne. The family) 
formerly resided at 617 West King! 


| street. 
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ANTI-TANK SOLDIER 


CPL. DALE !. KNAPP 
—Photo by Sheets. 


This DeKalb county soldier serving 
Uncle Sam is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold B. Knapp of two miles south- 
west of Garrett. He is best known as 
“Bud.” Prior to his induction he was 
employed at the Bastian Plating 
Works in Auburn. He joined the army 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison on Decem- 
ber 6, 1943, and received his basic 
training at Camp Wolters, Tex. He 
was Stationed there in the infantry 
until April 22, when he was transferred 
to Camp Hocd, Tex., and assigned to 
duties in the anti-tank destroyer divi- 
sion. He will be 19 years old in Sep- 
tember. 


FIGHTS IN ITALY 


Le 


PVT. FRED SCHICK 


The last time his mother, Mrs. Rus- 
Sell Traster of Altsna, heard from her 


son, Pvt. Fred Schick, was on April 22) 


and he was then stationed on the 
Anzio beachhead. He was graduated 
from Garrett high school in 1936 and 
Prior to his entrance into the army he 
was employed in the maintenance of 
way department of the Pennsylvania 
railroad in Fort Wayne. He was in- 
ducted at Fort Benjamin Harrison on 
Sept. 29, 1941, and took his basic 
training at Fort Sill, Okla. Later he 
was sent to’ Camp Bowie, Tex., and he 
has been overseas since the first of 
January, 1943. ; : 
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DIED FOR HIS COUNTRY| 


SS SS ETA 


SGT. RAYMOND BONKOSKI 
" —Photo by Sheets 


Confirmation of the death of their 
son, Sgt.'.Raymond Bonkoski, has been 
received from the war department by 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bonkoski of 208 
South Johnson street, He was wounded 
July 8 at Myitkyina, Burma, and word 
was received from the war department 
‘shortly afterward that he had been: 
slightly injured. After that they re-| 
ceived letters from a nurse and from 
Raymond, but little information was 
given as to his condition. News of his 
death in a message from the secretary 
of war was received by the parents 
the latter part of September and was 
a great shock to them as they thought 
he was improving. 

The youth, who was 19 years of age, 
was born in Garrett and attended St. 
Joseph Catholic school He was em- 
|ployed in the car shops of the Balti- 
|more and Ohio before he was inducted 
into the army on March 2, 1943. He re- 
|ceived his training at Camp Swift, 
Tex., Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and 
Camp Geo. Meade, Md., and went 
overseas in April, 1944. Surviving 
besides the parents are two brothers 
and four sisters. Raymond was one 
of the 100 boys of St. Joseph’s parish 
[frst on with the armed forces and the 


first one to die. 


Sgt. Raymond Bonkoski, 19, is 
dead of wounds in Asia, his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bonkoski of 208 
South Johnson street, Garrett, have 
been notified. 

The message from Ulio, adjutant 
general, Washington, D. C., was as 
follows: “The secretary of war asks 
that I assure you of his deepest sym- 
pathy in the loss of your son, Sgt. 
Raymond Bonkoski. Report received 
States he died Sept. 15 in Asiatic 
area as result of wounds received in 
action, Letter follows.’ 


News of the death of their son 
came as a shock to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bonkoski as they had believed he 
was ‘not seriously hurt. He was 
wounded July 8 at Myitkyina, Burma. 
and word was received from the war 
department soon afterward that he 
was “slightly injured.” They received 
brief letters from Raymond and 
from the nurse, but little informa- 
tion was given. The address given 
was 20th General hospital. 


Raymond was born in Garrett 
Sept. 23, 1924, and attended St. Jo- 
seph’s Catholic school, completing 
the sophomore year. Then he was 
employed in the B. & O. car shop and 
entered the army Mch. 2, 1943. He 
was at Camp Swift, Tex., and Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., and then was on 
maneuvers in Missouri. He left Fort 
George Meade, Md., last April and 
it is believed he went at once to In- 
dia. Among those who entered the 
army with him was James Graham, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Will Graham of 
1902 South Wayne street, Auburn. 
They were assigned to the same unit 
and went overseas together. James 
was promoted to private first class 
and he was reported killed in action 
last July. 

Surviving Raymond besides his 
parents are two brothers and four 
sisters, James, Joseph, Victoria, Bar- 
bara, Joan and Mary, all at home. 

Raymond was one of the approxi- 
mately 100 members of St. Joseph’s 
congregation who are jin the armed 
forces and he was the first one killed. 
Memorial services will be held for 
him at the church but the date has 
not been set. 


——_—_—— a ee 
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MERWYN GREENE 
GIVES HIS LIFE IN 
FIGHT ON NAZIS 


MERWYN H. GREENE 
—Photo by Sheets 


Word that her nephew, Pfc. Mer- 


wyn H. Greene, had been killed in, 


action on July 22 was received by 
Mrs. W. S. Coble of 208 South Guil- 
ford street, Garrett, Wednesday 
morning. The message from Olio, 
adjutant general, read as follows: 
| ‘The secretary of war desires me to 
‘express his deep regret that your 
nephew, Pfc. Merwyn H. Greene, was 
killed in action on July 22 in France. 
Letter follows.’” 

Merwyn was 23 years of age in 
March. He was born in Garrett and 
— the eldest of three sons of the 
jlate Mr. and Mrs. Ward H. Greene 
of Cleveland, Ohio, formerly of Gar- 
rett. The father of the boys, a news- 
paper man, was killed in an automo- 
bile accident in Cleveland in June, 
1933. The mother was an invalid 
after the accident in which her hus- 
band was killed, and died in 1937. 
Merwyn made his home with his un- 
cle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Coble., 
beginning in 1934. He attended the 
Garrett public schools, graduating 
| with the class of 1941. While in high 


school he was active in the freshman 
boys’ Hi-Y and Bible clubs. He was 
a member of the staff of the Ma- 
roon and Blue, the high school news- 
paper, for two years. He also belong- 
ed to the mixed chorus, boys’ chorus, 
band and orchestra. He was on the 
track team during his sophomore 
and junior years. 

Following graduation he entered 
the Cincinnati Bible seminary to be- 
come a minister and was a student 
there when he entered the armed 
forces in September,.1942. He receiv- 
ed his basic training at Camp Bland- 
ing, Fla., and was on maneuvers in 
Tennessee. He was transferred to 
Camp Atterbury, Ind., later and left 
from an east coast port, arriving in 
England Feb. 26, 1944. It, is, NO 
known how long he had been in 
France, but letters to his uncle and 
aunt indicated that he was seeing 
action from D-day. He was a mem- 
ber of the 120th Infantry and the 
last letter received from him was 
written July 15. Merwyn planned to 
continue his studies at the seminary 
after the war. 

His two brothers are in military 
service. Allen R. Greene is a corporal 
in the air corps and is assigned to 
duties as a gunner and radio man. At 
present he is stationed at Charleston, 
S. CG. Richard. the youngest of the 
trio, is in the navy, being a seaman 
first class, and he recently was trans- 
ferred from an aircraft carrier to 
another ship. 

Plans are being made for a public 
memorial service for Merwyn, which 
will be conducted by Lawrence K. 
Layman. pastor’ of the Garrett 
Church of Christ, of which Merwyn 
was a member. The tentative time is 


‘Sunday afternoon at 2:30 at the 


church, and the public is invited. 
Letter of Commendation 
Merwyn made many friends while 
in military life, as shown in letters 


received by Mr. and Mrs. W. S, Coble. 
'A letter from Lt. Col. H. I. Mainord 


to the Cobles reads as follows: “In 


all probability you’re wondering just 


why you're the recipient of a letter 
from your nephew’s battalion com- 
mander. The reason is quite simple 
and very easily explained. It’s only 
that I would like to tell you of the 
wonderful work that your nephew has 
aay doing as a rifleman in this batta- 
ion. 

“First, though, because I know that 
as an aunt you’re more interested in 
your nephew’s health and well-being 
than you are in his military accom- 
plishments and it gives me great 
pleasure to tell you that he is in the 
best of health and is enjoying himself 
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MERWYN GREENE 
GIVES HIS LIFE IN 
FIGHT ON NAZIS 


(Continued from Page 1) 

as much as possible here in England. 
I might add that it is not hard for one 
to enjoy himself here, because despite 
the fact that the enemy has tried his 
best to dispose of this lovely country, 
England is still very much on the map 
and there are stil] plenty of sights to 
see. As you know, your nephew has 
been in this battalion for some time 
{and it truly can be said that he has 
always conducted himself as a gentle- 
/man and a true soldier. He has per- 
| formed his duties, both in the field and 
in garrison, in an excellent manner. 
I would like to tell you now that it is 
indeed a pleasure to have men of his 
calibre serving with me.” 

In a letter from Mrs, Titley of 
Chesham Bois Bucks, Eng., she tells 
‘how much her family enjoyed having 
-Merwyn visit them in his spare time— 
that “he has been like a son around 
the house. [ would not have be- 
lieved anyone could have had such a 
big place in our hearts in such a short 
time. I suppose he has told you about 
us. He says that Michael, our young- 
. €st son, is much like his brother Dick. 
What charming letters that boy does, 
write to his brothers, | want you to’ 
| know that as far as Merwyn is con 
cerned I shall do all that [ can for him 
should he be Wounded or brought 
back to England. I will Visit him and 
bring him to my home to convalesce. 
How wonderful it wil] be when this 
awful war is over and all these separ- 
| ators are ended. Thank God the in- 
; Vasion has started Without the awful 
loss of life that most of us were afraid 
would happen and we are hopeful that 
it will be over before the end of the 
| year.” 


We wish in this way to express our 
thanks to the Many townspeople and 
friends who helped us in our hour of 
deep bereavement in the passing of 
Merwyn H. Greene, killed in action on 
the battlefield of France. We thank 
those who sent floral offerings and 
beautiful cards of sympathy and let- 
ters, the ladies of the Church of Christ. 
and neighbors in preparing and sery- 
ing meals. Thanks to the Red Cross 
‘or valuable aid in sending messages, 
‘0 Bro. Donald Dunkin for his gracious 
assistance, to Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Grimm and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ort, 
who served as a committee at the 
memorial services, to the choir of the 
Church of Christ for the beautiful 
songs, to the pianist, Miss Lois Cobler, 
for music, to Lawrence K, Layman 
for his consoling words and other as- 
Sistance, Mrs. John. Kettering and 


Mrs. Dwight Motz for arranging the, 


flowers at the church and to the army 
of the United States for their repre- 
sentative, Pfc. Russell F. Knight of 
Baer Field. . 


Mr. and Mrs. 
family. 

Cpl. Allen Robert Greene, Air Corps. 

Richard Dale Green, Sl/c, Pacific 
Area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Mann and family. 

Miss Elizabeth Louise Newton 
(fiancee), Maywood, III. 


Walter Coble and | 
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GARRETT SOLDIER AND HIS BABY SON — 


- 


PFC. IRWIN McMILLAN 


While this Garrett soldier is serving 
with an aviation engineering unit in 
England, his wife and young son are. 
making their home with Mrs. McMil- 
lan’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rodney 
Snook of 116 Fourth avenue. 

Pfc. McMillan was a member of the 
1942 class of Garrett high school. 
“Mac,” as he was known, took an 
agriculture course and was active in 
the Hi-Y and Future Farmers of 
America clubs and also the _ boys’ 
chorus. He worked for the Baltimore 
and Ohio as a brakeman until he was 
called for military service Jan, 23, 
1943. He received his basic training 
at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and later 
was sent to Geiger Field, Wash., and 
Salt Lake City, Utah. He sailed for 
overseas in June, 1943, and has been 


RODNEY BLAIR McMILLAN 
—Photo by Sheets 


in England since his arrival from the 
States. He was awarded the good 
conduct medal recently. He has a 
brother, Wayne, whose home is in 
Fort Wayne and who is serving with 
the merchant marine. 

The son of Pfc. and Mrs, McMillan, 
Rodney Blair McMillan, was born Oct. 
31, 1942, in Sacred Heart hospital. He 
weighed 6 pounds at birth and now, 
at nearly 2 years of age, he weighs 
30 pounds and has 16 teeth. He has 
blue eyes and sandy colored hair. He 
has no paternal grandparents, but 


Mr. and Mrs, Jacob Crawford of Desh- 
ler, O., are his great grandparents. 
Rodney is the only child of Pfc. and 
Mrs. McMillan and the only great 
grandchild in the two families. 


WITH NINTH ARMY 


TS 


* 


CPL. PHILIP CASNER . 


Cpl. Philip Casner is a son of C. G. 
Casner of 403 South Cowen street, 
B. & O. engineer. 

Philip was graduated from Garrett 


‘high school in 1935 and he received 


his bachelor of music degree from 
Vandercook School of Music in Chica- 


‘go in 1939. He was a teacher of 


music at Corpus Christi, Tex., when 
he was called for army service May 
6, 1942. After receiving his basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 


he was assigned to the A. A. F. band | 
at Madison, Wis., playing the clarinet. | 


He was also with the A. A. F. band at 
Smyrna, Tenn. 

Philip was again transferred, this 
time to an infantry division, and after 
receiving further training he was 
sent overseas in February, 1945. He 
is now in Germany with the Ninth 
army. Philip has a brother, Fred, 
who is a teacher in the Plainwell, 
Mich., high school. 


FOUGHT IN AFRICA 


T/CPL. JAMES RATLIFF 


This Garrett soldier has been in 
the military service more than four 
years.» Hegis,a, son of Mrs. Rose 
Ratliff of 318! South Walsh street 
and John W. Ratliff of Willard. 
James attended school at LaOtto and 
was employed by the Auburn Rubber 
Co. before joining the army March 1, 
1941. He enlisted at Auburn and was 
sent to Fort Lewis, Wash., for his 
basic training. After the sneak attack 
by the Japs at Pearl Harbor, he left 
for overseas duty with one of the 
first groups and took part in the 
African campaign. He served 26 
months with an engineering unit of, 
the 37th division. He returned to the | 
United States last Nov. 25 and after | 
a brief furlough at home he entered | 
the hospital at Camp Atterbury, Ind., | 
for medical care. Late in December 
he went to Camp Butner, N. C., and 
May 1 he was sent to Terre Haute, 
Ind., but has not disclosed the nature | 
of his: work there. His wife is the 


former Lucile Taylor of Fort Thomas, 
Ky., and she is making her home 
there. 
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- Bronze Star to Major Kooken 


Capt. and Mrs. Don L. Kooken of 
Altona have received word that their! 
son, Major John J. D. Kooken, was 
awarded the Bronze Star medal for 
meritorious service and that the 4th 
marine division (reinforced), to which 
he was attached, received the Presi- 
dential unit citation for its capture 
of the isiands of Saipan and Tinian. 

The citation for the Bronze Star 
medal stated that the award was 
made for military operations against 
the enemy from Jan. 1 to June 30, 
1944. “Serving as operations officer 
for an amphibian tank battalion, 
Major Kooken was responsible for 
planning, preparing. and effecting 
operations by his battalion and cer- 
tain attached units. Though adverse 
conditions were enountered in the 
coordination of his. effective method 
of assault, Major Kooken, by keen 
application to duty and thorough tech- 
nical knowledge, carried out the 
operations of his battalion in three 
outstandingly successful engagements 
with the enemy.” 

Major Kooken is in command of the 
708th Amphibian Tank battalion 
(army). He was promoted to major 
in January, 1944, when he was only 
24 years old. After his command 
aided in the capture of Saipan he was 
given a leave, which he spent at Pearl 
Harbor. He then returned to active 
duty and took part in the invasion of 
Okinawa on Easter Sunday. He is 
still on that island so far as his par- 
ents know. ‘His wite, the former 
| Martha Childress, and their baby, 
| Cecelia, 11 months old, live at Colum- 
| bia, Tenn. 
| Major Kooken was valedictorian of 
| the Garrett high school class of 1936 
‘and won military honors at Indiana 
‘university, where he was graduated 
in 1941. He entered active duty with 
the army July 1, 1941. 

Major Kooken’s parents and his 
sister, Miss Beryl, will move to India- 
napolis Friday, occupying a home they 
bought at 1600 Biltmore. Their ad- 
dress will be Box 242, R. R. 3. Capt. 
Kooken and his family were born here 
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“MAJOR JOHN J. D. KOOKEN 
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and have always lived here. His 
father was a pioneer merchant in AI- 
tona. Capt. Kooken is a World war 
I veteran and has been a member o£ 
the state police department many 
years. He was supervising lieuten- 
ant for a long time and a few months 
ago was appointed captain in charge 
of the division of training and per- 
sonnel. He is also continuing his 
work with Northwestern university, 
where he teaches two courses in the 
traffic institute. Mrs. Kooken’s 
maiden name was Thelma Leeson and 
she has been active in local organiza- 
tions. Miss Beryl Kooken is a grad- 
uate of Garrett high school. 

Capt. Kooken arrived in Garrett 
Wednesday night to help move. The 
Kooken home in Altona was sold to 
Richard Fritz, an employe of the 


General Electric Co. in Fort Wayne, 
and he and his family will occupy the 
property, from Fort 
Wayne. 


moving here 
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IS ARMY MAJOR, LESS 


‘THAN 25 YEARS OLD 


MARINE CORPORAL 


MAJOR JOHN D. KOOKEN 


The promotion of Major John D. 
Kooken, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Don L. 
Kooken of Altona, has brought a ma- 
jority to a local boy who is not yet 
twenty-five years of age. 

Major Kooken has a brilliant back- 
ground of honors. He graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1936, being vale- 
dictorian of his class. He attended 
Indiana university and graduated in 
1941, receiving an A. B. degree in psy- 
chology. He was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa and received other scholastic 
honors while at the university. He 
was president of Scabbard and Blade, 
-an honorary military society, and was 
one of five ROTC cadets to receive the 
Indiana Reserve Officers Association 
medal for outstanding military work in 
his senior year. 

With the exception of one year’s em- 
ployment as a bookkeeper for the Ford 
garage in Garrett, Major Kooken’s pro- 
fessional career has been wholly with 
the army. He entered on active duty, 
at Fort Knox, Ky., July 1, 1941, with 
an-.armored regiment of the lst Ar- 
mored Division. On July 29 of the 
Same year he was selected as an aide 
to Brigadier General Stephen Henry, 
commandant of the Armored Force 
School at Fort Knox. 

Mrs. John D. Kooken, the former 
Martha Childress, a fi ‘ing instructress 
in the war department’s aviation 
training program, resides at Columbia, 
Tenn. Major Kooken is now on duty 
with the 708th Amphibious Tank Bat- 
talion somewhere in the Pacific thea- 
tre of war. 


CPL. JAMES C. SCHLOSSER 


This Garrett youth, a member of the 
marine corps, was recently promoted 
to the rating of corporal. He is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carson N. Schlosser 
of 701 South Franklin street. 


“Jim” was an outstanding student 
all through his high school career. He 
took.a college preparatory course and 
was a member of the scout, athletic 
and Hi-Y clubs. He was sports editor 
of the high school news in The Clipper 
and earned membership in Quill & 
Scroll, a journalism honorary society. 
He played football, basketball and was 
a member of the track team. He was 
also a member of the Booster club in 
his senior year and served as presi- 
dent of the jurior and senior classes. 
He graduated last spring. He re- 
ceived many awards for his school ac- 
tivities and in the high school annual 
of 1943 it was said of him “There is 
no reason to despair with ‘Jimmy’ as 
our leader.” 

He enlisted in the marines on July 
8, 1943, and was sent to San Diego for 
his basic training. In September he 
went to Norman, Okla., and for thir- 
teen weeks attended an ordnance 
school. On Jan. 15 he was again trans-. 
ferred and his present address is as, 
follows: Cpl. James C. Schlosser, MAC, 
Service, Sqdn. 53, 3rd Marine All; 
Wing, FMF, MAS, Cherry Point, N. G; 


PROMOTED T0 MA'O 


MAJOR JAMES F. WORKMAN 


The war department has announced 
the promotion of James F. Workman 
to the rank of major. A former resi- 
dent of Garrett, he is the son of Mrs. 
Lena Workman of 216 South Harrison 
street, who at the present time is mak- 
ing her home with Major Workman 
and family in Lincoln, Neb. His fa- 
ther was the late Ira C. Workman. 


} A graduate of Garrett High school 
in 1930, Major Workman continued his 
education at Purdue university, grad- 
uating in 1934 with a degree of Bache- 
lor of Science in mechanical engineer- 
ing and a reserve commission as a 

1 second lieutenant of field artillery. 


; He was promoted to first lieutenant 

2» in 1937 after completing the necessary 
advance work. At the outset of the 
war, he was employed as a design 
engineer by the Dodge Manufacturing 
Corporation at Mishawaka and wags 
not called to active service by the 
army until July 7, 1941. He was as- 
signed to duty at Chanute Field, IIl., 

, as first lieutenant in the air corps and 
was promoted ta captain in June, 1942. 
At that time he was sent to Lincoln, 
Neb., as officer in charge of property 
section. He is still stationed at the 
Lincoln army air field as director of 
the operation and inspection division 
of the department of technical in- 
struction. 


or 
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His family, consisting of his wife, the 
former Dorcas Greenwood of 500 East 
King street, Garrett, avi their young 
son, James Franklin li, live at 1008 
South 32nd Street, Lin. -In 8, Neb. 

Mrs. James F. Wc-xman is active 
in Red Cross work, setving as knitting 
chairman of the officers’ wives’ Red 
Cross unit. 


SAILOR IS A GROOM 


EUGENE RODEBAUGH S-2-C 


This Garrett salior returned to the 
naval training station at Great Lakes, 
lll., Friday after a nine-day visit at 
his home, 316 East Keyser street. He 
is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rode- 
baugh and completed his boot training 
Dec. 8. He was given the rating of 
seaman second class. While at home 
on leave he und Miss Norma Spear 
were united in marriage and she will 
live with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Trevor Spear of Auburn, for the 
present. 


54 


Anxiety F elt For Their Safety 


ROY CHILDERS 


With the unofficial Japanese an- 
nouncement from a Manila broadcast- 
ing station that Lieut. Gen. Jonathan 
M. Wainwright had surrendered to 
the Japanese forces at Corregidor, 
grave concern was felt here for the 
safety of two Garrett’ boys, Roy 
_ GChilders, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Childers of 308 South Walsh street, 
and Eugene Lash, son of Mrs. C. H. 
Teders, now residing one mile south 
of Avilla. 

Roy, a graduate of Garrett high 
school, enlisted in the army Sept. 28, 
1939, and was sent to Chanute field, 
Rantoul, Ill., for special air corps 
training. He graduated in July, 1940, 
and was assigned as a ground me- 
chanic to Nichols field, Manila, P. I. 
The last communication his parents 
received from him was in December. 


EUGENE LASH 


Eugene Lash attended Garrett high 
and when seventeen years old, he en- 
listed in the army. He was assigned 
to a coast artillery unit and trans- 
ferred to Fort Mills, one of the Manila 
bay forts near Corregidor. His mother 
has not heard from him since Dec. 29. 

No official word has been received 
about the fate of the estimated 11,500 
troops at Corregidor and Manila. 
Wainwright, according to the Japa- 
nese, accepted the surrender terms to 
avoid unnecessary sacrifice of his men. 

There are three other Childers boys 
in the nation’s armed forces: Lieut. 
George Childers, Camp Silver Creek, 


Oregon; Ensign Robert B. Childers, 
who is stationed on a warship; and 
Sergt. Merle Childers, fourth pursuit 
squadron, Lanes Site 
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PROMOTED BY NAVY | 


LT. COMDR. R. B. CHILDERS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Childers of 308 
Scuth Walsh street received a tele- 
gram Tuesday evening from their son, 
Robert, stating that he had been pro- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant com- 
mander in the navy. 

Robert is now attending Renssa- 
laer Polytechnic school at Troy, N. 
Y., where he is studying engineering. 
He was formerly aboard the USS 
Detroit, a cruiser, and he served two 
years in the Pacific. His wife and 
two children are residing with him at 
Troy. 

Robert was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school in 1935 and from 
Annapolis in December, 1941. One 
of his brothers, George, fs a captain 
in the army. He was formerly sta- 
tioned at Fort Ord, Calif., but he is 
now on his way to Manila. He is 
acting adjutant for his unit on the 
boat. His wife and baby son will come 
from Portland, Ore., where they lived 
with the former’s Parents, to the 
Ralph Childer residence Nov. 1 and 
they will remain for the winter, { 


ROY CHILDERS, PRISONER OF 
JAPS, WRITES TO PARENTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Childers of 308 
South Walsh street received a card 


Wednesday morning from their son, | ' 


Roy, a prisoner of the Japanese in the 


Philippine Islands since the. fall of |< 


Manila nearly three years ago. It 


was the first word the parents have, 


received from their son-since a Christ- 
mas greeting arrived Christmas day 
in 1941. In May, 1943, an amateur 
radio operator on the west coast heard 
a woman broadcast from the Philip- 
pines that Roy was O. K. 


The information written on the card 
received Wednesday was as follows: 
Imperial Japanese Army 
1. I am interned in Philippine In- 
ternment Camp No. 2. 

2. My health is good. 

3. Message. (Limited to 25 words.) 

Think of you all daily. Still hoping 
to be home soon as possible. Love to 
all and the baby. 

(Signed) R. L. Childers. 

On the face of the card appeared 
this information: 

Service des Prisonniers de Guerre 

Name Roy L. Childers. 

Nationality, American. 

Philippine Internment Camp No. 2. 

To Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Childers, 

308 S. Walsh street, Garrett, In- 
diana, U. S. A, 


—_——_——__ 
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FIGHTS YELLOW RATS 
rR 


PFC. MELVIN E. BARTLES 


Another of Garrett’s young men who 
is serving overseas is Pfc. ‘Melvin E. 
Bartles, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rubert 
Bartles of East Garrett. Melvin at- 
tended Garrett high school and after 
school and during his vacation he was 
employed at the Gerig furniture store. 
Later he took employment with the 
Bastian Plating Works at Auburn. He 
entered the army on April 9, 1943, and 
was inducted at Toledo. From there 
he was sent to Fort Knox, Ky., for 
his basic training and upon comple- 
tion he left immediately for overseas. 
He is stationed in the South Pacific 
and as assistant gunner on an anti- 
tank gun Protecting an airstrip at 
Bouganville had an important part in 
the battle of Guadalcanal. He landed 
with other troops on Christmas day 
on a northern Solomon isiand. He is 
reported to have been a member of 
Patrols that invaded Japanese ter- 
ritory to get information. 


See 


NOW IN ENGLAND 


PVT. EDMUND BUSCH 


| 
| 
Mrs. Edmund Busch of North Ran-| 
dolph street extended has received’ 
word that her husband has arrived 
safely in England. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Busch, also of North | 
Randolph street extended. He has” 
been in the army fourteen months, hav- | 
ing been inducted in January, 1943. 
He was stationed for a time at Camp 
Perry, O., and later was sent to the 
Presidio of San Francisco, where he 
took his basic training. He then was 
transferred to Fort Snelling, Minn., 
and with a railway battalion left there 
for overseas duty. His wife is the 
former Elizabeth Kolbe of Corunna 
and they have one son, Jimmie, 6 years 
old, who is a pupil in the North Keyser 
school. 


way 


IN AUSTRALIA 


CHAS. L. HATHAWAY, S 2/C 


Now stationed in Australia, this 
Garrett seaman is Charles L. (Chuck) 
Hathaway, son of Mr. and Mrs. Page 
Hathaway of 907 South Ijams street. 
He is one of twenty-four boys of the 
1943 class of Garrett high school who 
is serving with the armed forces. 


“Chuck” took an industrial arts 
course while attending high school. 
He was a member of the freshman 
boys’ club and a member of the track 
team in his freshman and sophomore 
years. He was employed at the Au- 
burn Rubber Co. in Auburn before 
joining the navy last July. He com- 
pleted his boot training at the naval 
training station at Great Lakes, III. 
and was assigned to a ship leaving for 
sea duty. He reports the country is 
beautiful in Australia and that he is 
well. 


CAPTAIN, ENSIGN WEL 


CAPT. AND MRS. IVAN CURRIN 


Mr. and Mrs, J. F. Campbell of 414 
South Franklin street have just made 
announcement of the marriage of 
their daughter, Navy Ensign Virginia 
Campbell, and Army Capt. Ivan Cur- 
rin, Which took place in Tucson, 
Ariz., Oct. 31, 1943. The couple now 
reside at DeRidder, La., where Capt. 
Currin is stationed. 

The bride upon graduating from 
Garrett high school entered nurses’ 
training school at St. Mary’s hospi- 
tal, Rochester, Minn. After receiv- 
ing her diploma she spent three 
years as head nurse at the Methodist 
hospital in Gary and in the summer 
of 1940 went to Rochester to become 
head surgical nurse at Mayo Broth- 
ers hospital. In January, 1942, she 
joined the Mayo Clinic naval unit, 
comprised of ten doctors and six 
nurses, and went to Corona, Calif., 
to report for active duty in the navy. 
She received an honorable discharge 
from the navy on Jan. 20 of this year. 
if Capt. Currin is sent overseas, his 
wife will come to Garrett to make 
her home with her parents. 

Capt. Currin is a graduate of the 
University of Oregon and met his 
bride in California. Before entering 
the army he was connected with the 
Union Pacific railroad as a freight 
solicitor. 
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IN 749TH ENGINEERS: 


PVT. RICHARD LIKENS 
—Photo by Sheets 


After a few days’ visit at home, 
Private Richard Likens left Thursday 
to return to Camp Shelby, Miss. 
“Dick,’’ a member of the 1939 class of 
|Garrett high school, was employed as 
a brakeman by the Baltimore and 
Ohio before his induction into the 
‘army at Indianapolis May 16, 1944. 
He was sent to New Orleans for his 
basic training and then was assigned 
to the 749th Engineers battalion at 
Camp Shelby. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clyde Likens of 210 West 
Baltimore street. 


—(—_- -- ——— re 


INSTRUCTS INFANTRY 


| 
CPL. ROBERT L. BLOOM 
—Photo by Sheets 


t 


This DeKalb county soldier is 
stationed at Fort McClellan, Ala. He 
is the only child of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Bloom of Altona. He was 19 
years old last May and was born in 
Altona, where he attended the grade 
school. He also attended Garrett 
high school and he was employed as 
a brakeman by the Baltimore and 
Ohio when he was inducted into the 


larmy a year ago on Sept. 14. He 


was sent from the induction center at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison to Fort Mc- 
Clellan, where he received his basic 
training. He was graduated from an 
enlisted candidate school last April 
and since that time has been an in- 
structor in the heavy weapon divi- 
sion of the infantry. 
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Carlin Brothers in U. S. Uniform 


» F 


PVT. JOSEPH CARLIN 


These two soldiers are the sons of 
Mrs. H. A. Hinklin of 123 South Frank- 
lin street. Cpl. Charles Carlin was a 
member of the 1940 class of Garrett 
high school. He entered the service 
of Uncle Sam Oct. 7, 1942, and was 
sent to Camp Blanding, Fla., where he 
received his basic training with the 
119th Infantry. He also had special 
training in telegraphic radio. He was 
transferred to a combat M. P. platoon 
and after four months of maneuvers in 
Tennessee he was sent to Fort Mc- 
Pherson, Ga. His wife, the former 
Patricia Gelhausen of Garrett, has 
been making her home in Atlanta, Ga., 
and will soon join her husband in 
Monterey, Calif., where he was recent- 
ly transferred. His address is Cpl. 


. 


| 
SGT. CHARLES E. CARLIN 


i =7% UNIT COMMENDATION 
(ee, 


Sgt. Charles E. Carlin, husband of 
Mrs. Patricia Carlin and son of Mrs. 
H. A. Hinklin, is one of the members 
of the Hq. Co. M. P. Platoon, 3rd Corps» 
who received a commendation from 
Lt. Gen. George Patton for “the speed 
with which the 3rd Corps. assembled 
and the energy, skill and persistency 
with which it pressed its attack for 
the relief of Bastogne.” The officers 
and men were highly commended for 
a superior performance. 


CPL. CHARLES CARLIN 
—Photo by Sheets. 

Chas. Carlin, Hdq. Co., 3rd Corps, M. 
P. Platoon, Presidio of Monterey, Calif. 

Joe was a member of the 1942 class 
of Garrett high school and was in- 
ducted into the army Jan. 20, 1943, at 
Camp Perry, O. From there he’ was 
sent to Camp Lee, Va., in the quarter- 
master’s corps. After completing his 
basic training he was sent to Randolph 
Macon college, ASTP, at Ashland, Va. 
Recently he was assigned to the base 
at Edmonton, Alberta, Can., and is 
eligible to wear the Arnerican Theatre 
of War campaign ribbon. _At present 
his duties are those of checker in the 
laundry and dry cleaning plant at the 
base. His address is 35543121, Post 
Laundry Det. Unit 4, APO 722, Care 
Postmaster, Minneapolis, Minn. 


“he Lorps co 

gah sae 0K mmander, 
hn Millikin, added his 
tion to the units of corps 


Maj. 


Gen. 
commenda- 


troops and 


We iad participating in the relief of 
ak fe Ss The uncertainty of the 
iA Ele the stubborn enemy 
Pe oa the disregard for losses 
ae ee m work which all units dis- 
adr Sy atnipe the goal of relieving 
Bi ale sacete the contributing fact- 
ae e the operation such an 
20 ding victory and will be highl 
valued in the history of each unit.” 
Sgt. Carlin entered the army in Sep 


tember, 1942, and 
‘ ’ left 
duty September, 1944. for: overseas 


ISLAND GOVERNOR 


SS 
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MAJOR LOUIS A. STONER 


| Major Louis A. Stoner, son of Mrs. 
Sz H. Peters of 207 East Houston 
| street, has been made governor of 
_the island of Pantelleria, which is 
located in the Mediterranean Sea be- 
tween Sicily and Tunisia, for reha- 
bilitation purposes. 


A native of Garrett, Major Stoner | 


was graduated from Senn high school, , 


Chicago, and he attended the Univer- 
sity of Illinois for two years. 
then entered the bond business in 
Chicago. He volunteered for military 
service in September, 1942. He was 
given a captain’s commission and he 
studied chemical warfare. Later, he 
was sent to the chemical warfare 
office at Washington, D. C. He came 
back to Chicago for training as a 
rehabilitation officer and he left for 
duty in Africa in the fall of 1943. 
Major Stoner went from Africa to 
Italy and there he was in charge of 
the rehabilitation of several towns 
and cities. One town, Commune of 
San Vittore del Lazio, Province of 
Frosinone, was so grateful for the 
work he did that it named 


Square Piazza L. A. Stoner. The ex- 


tract from the town’s register reads | 


as follows: 


its main) 


He! 


}en in 1937. 
| junior 


“Taking into consideration the de- 
sires of the citizens to see the main 
square named after Major Stoner be- 
cause of the efficient and intelligent, 
work in all sectors of this town and 
particularly the way he overcame !n| 
a very short time the vital problem of | 
the water system, and he gave tang!- 
ble proof of his brotherly love and | 
kind interest in the population of this | 
Commune who suffered so much by) 
the war, resolved that the square) 
named Piazz Municipio be changed to 
Piazza L. A. Stoner and that Major 
Stoner be made an honorary citizen 
of San Vittore del Lazio.” 

The island of Pantelleria, 
which Major Stoner is now governor, 
is 14 miles long and 5 miles wide and 
has a population of 10,000 people. 
| Major Stoner has a daughter, Bar- 
bara, who graduates from a Chicago 
high school this month. 


over 


FORMER GARRETT ATHLETE. 23 
KILLED IN ACTION OVERSEAS 


’ Cpl. Benjamin H. Franklin Jr., 23, 
formerly a prominent athlete in the 
Garrett high school, was killed in ac- 
tion, according to a telegram reéeiy- 
ed from the war department Tuesday 
by his father, Rey. Be Franklin, 
Pastor of the Noble Street Methodist 
church at Anderson. 


The family lived in Garrett 
years while Rev. Franklin Was as- 
signed to the Garrett Methodist 
church. He was transferred to Gosh- 
Young Ben was then a 
in the Garrett high school, a 
sister, Katheryn, was a sophomore, 
another, Mary Jean, was in the sixth 
grade and another sister, Betty 
Elizabeth, was graduated that year 
from the nurses’ training school of 
the Methodist hospital, Indianapolis. 

Cpl. Franklin was a Member of a 
bomber crew and is reported to have 
been lost on a raid over Corsica. He 
had been awarded a unit citation for 
meritorious performance in aeraid 


four 


| over Austria last April. He had been 
‘Im the air force since 1942. 


ag ee 
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WAYNE STORER AND HIS BABY DAUGHTER 


2 > SSS Sa ES 


PFC. WAYNE D. STORER F ROSALIND ANN STORER 


! 

Another of DeKalb county’s men | quartermaster company at Fort Lewis, 
who is serving overseas with the armed | Wash. L 

“Rozzy’” is now 16 months old, hav- 
ing been born in the “Sacred Heart 
Postmaster and Mrs. Edward Storer hospital Nov. 9, 1942. She has blonde 
of St. Joe and husband of the formers hair and blue eyes and weighs 22 
Pauline Busz, daughter of Mr. and | pounds. She and her mother visited 
Mrs. Kenneth T. Busz of one and one|“Daddy” at the various camps where 
half miles north of Garrett. Rosalind; he was stationed. When the baby was 
Ann, better known as “Rozzy,” ig|only three months old they made a 
their only child and the family lived|trip to North Carolina. In November, 
at St. Joe before Wayne entered the| 1943, in company with Mrs. Storer’s 
service. sister, Miss Elaine Busz, they went to 

Wayne was a member of the 1937, Fort Lewis and remained there until 
class of St. Joe high school and was/|the latter part of January. They re- 
employed by the Tokheim Co. in Fort|turned to the home of Mrs. Storer in 
Wayne before he was inducted into/St. Joe. Miss Busz is employed in 
the army on Feb. 10, 1943. He was | Fort Wayne but is living with her 
stationed at Camp Sutton, N. C., and! sister and “‘Rozzy” for the duration. 
Monroe, Ga., and for several weeks: ‘“Rozzy’s” great grandparents are A. 


forces is Pfc. Wayne D. Storer, son of 


before he left the east coast for over-|D. Perry of north of Garrett and Mrs. 


seas last January he was with the| Sarah Busz of Corunna. 
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CPL. GEORGE F. WOODARD 


A recent visitor to hiss home in 
Garrett was Cpl. Geo. F, Woodard, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Woodard 
of 114 North Lee street. George at- 
tended the public schools and for 
some time worked at the CCC camp 
located near Angola. He has been 
stationed in several army camps 
since his induction early last spring. 
He received his basic training at 
Camp Wallace, Texas, and was then 
sent to a trade school in Chicago. 
Later he was transferred to Camp 
Davis, N. C., where he was a member 
of battery C, enlisted group, student 
brigade at the army air field, Last 
September he was sent to Camp 
Haan, Calif. 


DOING HIS BIT . 


PFC. HOWARD E. WILEY 


Just a little more than a year ago, 
this DeKaib county youth was called 
to the colors. He is Pfc. Howard €. 
Wiley, son of Mrs. Alta Wiley, who 
lives in the James Griffin home two 
miles southeast of Garrett. Howard 
recently returned to his base at Jack- 
son, N. C., after a furlough spent with 
relatives in this vicinity. He attended 
the Spencerville high school and be- 
fore his induction into the army on 
Feb. 10, 1943, he was employed as a 
fireman on the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad. From Camp Perry, O., he 
was sent to Camp McCain, Miss., for 
his basic training and later assigned 
to maneuvers in Tennessee. 
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, Germans. 


Local Soldier was on Halftrack 


When it was Blown up by Mine 


T/5 Howard E. Wiley, son of Mrs. 
Alta Wiley, who lives in the James 
Griffin home two miles southeast of 
Garrett, is home on furlough after 
having spent eight months in Burope 
as a truck driver hauling ammunition 
for the 335th field artillery of the 
87th infantry division. The division 
was known as the Golden Acorn but 
it soon received the nickname of 
“The Division of Nuts.” 

Before being inducted 
army Feb. 10, 1943, Howard was em- 
ployed as a fireman for the B. & O. 
He received his training at Camp 
McCain, Miss., on manuevers in Ten- 
nessee and at Jackson, S. C. He left 
for overseas duty Nov. 3, 1944, land- 
ing at Liverpool, England, and from 
there his outfit went to LeHavre, 
France, 

The 335th field artillery fired 155 
m.m. howitzers, which shoot shells 
weighing between 96 and 98 pounds 
to a Maximum range of seven miles. 
The guns are used primarily against 
enemy infantry and they are usually 
located 3 to 4 miles behind the in- 
fantry lines. The 335th first saw ac- 
tion at Metz, where it shelled Ger- 
man _ pillboxes. When the German 
breakthrough occurred the 335th was 
on its way into a new position near 
Woelfing. It reached its position and 
and it was never dislodged by the 
Howard states that the 
battery received a lot of shell fire 
from German artillery during aaa 


_time and that everybody worked night 


and day for several days. . 

The 87th infantry division, with 
the 335th in support, spearheaded the 
Third army drive through the Reich. 
It was at Eich, Germany, when the 
European war ended. 


Howard states that the nearest he 
ever came to being a casualty oc- 
curred when he and two other fellows 
were going down.a road in a cap- 
tured German halftrack and it hit a 


into the‘ 


T/5 HOWARD E. WILEY 


German land mine. The aeiven was | 
deafened by the explosion and he re- 
ceived minor cuts about the face. 
The soldier sitting next to him had 
both legs broken and he also suf- 
fered internal injuries. “I was lucky,” 
says Howard. “I was sitting on the 
back end of the halftrack and all I 
received was a bad shaking up. That 
halftrack was practically blown to 
| pieces. Fortunately, it remained up- 
right even though it was blown sev- 
eral feet up into the air.” 

Howard’s outfit returned 
United States in a naval transport 
vessel, landing at Norfolk, Va., July 
18. Howard arrived home July 17 
and he reports to Camp Atterbury 
Aug 17. He wears the European The- 
atre of Operations ribbon with three 
stars for the battles of France, the 
Bulge and Germany. He has 47 points 
to his credit. 


to the 
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IS PFC. IN MARINES 


PFC. HAROLD H. SHELLENBERGER 


One of the twenty-four members of 
the 1943 class of Garrett high school 
serving with the armed forces is Pfc. 
Harold H. Shellenberger, only child 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. Homer Shellenber- 
ger of two and one half miles south- 
west of Garrett, in Keyser township. 
“Shelley,” as he is best known to his 
many friends, took an agriculture 
‘course through his four years in high 
school. He was active in the Future 
Farmers of America club, serving as 
vice-president in his junior year and 
secretary in his senior year. He was 
18 years of age last July and in Sep- 
tember joined the marines. He was 
sent to the west coast for his boot 
training and while taking this train- 
ing he was advanced to his present 
rating. He has been awarded sev- 
eral medals for sharpshooting. On 
Feb. 1 he left for training in the 


Pacific as a tank driver. 7 


| 


pvT. GEORGE D. TRASTER 


This 18-year-old youth, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell Traster of pores 
was attending Garrett high schoo 
before he entered the army last Apr- 
17. He received his basic training 
at Camp Livingston, La» and me 
was given a furlough that he saa 
at home before reporting at Port Ord, 
Calif. He expects to be assigned to 

seas duty. 
negates half-brother, Pfc. Fred 

Schick, has been in the army four 
years, but expects to return home 
soon, thie was in North Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, France and Germany. He Miss 
ceived treatment in an army hospita 
last July for blood clots in his legs- 

George’s only sister, Mrs. Carl Bay- 
singer, lives south of Waterloo. 


me 3 
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Crowl Brothers Follow Colors 


PFC. HARRY CROWL 


fe. Harry Crowl and Pvt. Robert 
Crowl are sons of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. 
Crowl of 218 West Keyser street and 
both are serving their country in 
Uncle Sam’s army. 

Harry attended the Garrett public 
schools and then went to work for 
E. S. Elam in the painting and decor- 
ating business. He was inducted into 
the army Jan. 28, 1941, and went to 
Fort Knox, Ky., for his basic train- 
ing. He received advanced training 
in various camps, including Camp 
Atterbury, Ind., Camp Gordon John- 
son, Fla., a camp at Nashville, Tenn., 
Camp Breckenridge, Ky., and Fort 
Jackson, S.C. In January of this year 


PVT. ROBERT CROWL 


he was sent overseas and he is now 
in England. } 
Robert followed in his brother’s 
footsteps. He also attended the Gar- 
rett public schools and took a job 
with Mr. Elam when Harry went 
into the army. Robert was inducted 
into the service March 4,1943, at Camp 
Perry, O., and went to Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Mo., for three months’ training. 
He was then sent to Kelly Field, Tex., 
later to Barksdale, La., and then re- 
turned to Kelly Field, which is his 
present location. His address is as 
follows: ASN 35549654, Det. Med. 


Dept., Station Hosp., Kelly Field, Tex. 
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CONKLE BROTHERS 
FIGHT THE AXIS 


CPL. ROBERT CONKLE 
CPL. HAROLD A. CONKLE 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Today we are presenting two more 
brothers from Garrett who are in the 
armed forces. They are sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nelson Conkle of 123 South 
Lee street. 


Harold, the eldest, was a member of 
the 1934 class of Garrett high school. 
He attended Indiana Technical col- 
lege at Fort Wayne for two years and 
then took employmnt with the Auburn 
Rubber Co. Later he went to work 
as a painter for the Baltimore and 
Ohio and was employed in that capac- 
ity at the time of his induction Sept. 
18, 1942. He was sent to Camp Perry, 
O., and from there to Camp Lee, Va., 
where he was assigned to the quarter- 
master corps. Later he was transfer- 
red to Pendleton Field, Ore., and then 
to Sioux City, la. He sailed for over- 
seas duty early this month and a let- 
ter this week brings the information 
that he arrived safely in England. He 
is connected with the truck aviation 
department of the Quartermaster 
corps. His wife is the former Ellen 
Zecca and she and their young daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth Ann, live at 504 North 
Cowen street. 

Robert was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1940 and there are nov. 
29 members of that class in the service 
of Uncle Sam. In high school he was 
known as “Speck” and was active in 
the radio and drama clubs and a mem- 
ber of the track team. For a while he 
was employed in the local A&P Store, 
then took employment with Auburn 
Rubber Co. and later with the Auburn 
Foundry. In January, 1942, having 
successfully passed a civil service ex- 
amination, he went to Washington and 
was employed in the government print- 
ing office. He remained there until he 
was called to the colors on Oct. 10, 
1942. He was sent from Camp Perry, 
O., to Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and 
after completing his basic training he 
was sent to the Ford school at Dear- 
born, Mich., where he took special 
training in aircraft mechanics. After 
completing that course he was assign- 
ed to duties at ‘Kelly Field, San An- 
tonio, Tex., and is now in San Francis- 
co awaiting an oVerseas assignment. 
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killed in action. 

However, some mistake was made, 
as Mr. and Mrs. Seifert received let- 
ters from their son dated April 10 
and 22, written in France, It is prob- 
able that his death took place April’ 
24 instead of March 24. He was a 
crew chief on a B-47 bomber and 
had*been overseas since March, 1944. 

Surviving besides the parents are 
four brothers and three sisters. Two 
of the brothers are in the armed servy- 
ices. They are Howard Seifert, AOM 
2/c, who is in a Navy maintenance 
crew at North Island, San Diego, 
Calif., and Cpl. Charles Seifert, in 
Germany. Another brother, Arnold, 
was discharged from the Army a 
year ago and now lives one mile north 
of Auburn on the Ashley road. The 
fourth brother is Thomas Seifert of 
210- East Houston street, Garrett. 
The sisters are Marian, Josephine 
and Margaret, all at home. 

Richard was born in Garrett June 
10, 1921, and was graduated from St. 
Joseph high school. He was employed 
by Rieke Meal Products Corp. in 
Auburn before entering the Army in 
September, 1942. He received his 
basic training at Camp . Blanding, 
Fla., and afterward was trained for 
tte“h* corps ~at.Gulfport, Miss. He 
was a member of the Catholic church. 
He formerly was active in the Catho- 
lic Youth organization. 


T/SGT. RICHARD J. SEIFERT 


A telegram from the War depart- 
ment received late Friday by Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank J. Seifert of 601 South 
Peters street, Garrett, advised them 
of the death in France March 24 of 
their son, T/Sgt. Richard J. Seifert. 
The message stated that he had been 
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REPORT RICHARD 
SciFERT DIED IN 
AIRPLANE CRASH 


Confirmation of the death of their 
son, T/Sgt. Richard J. Seifert, in 
Germany on April 24 was received 
Wednesday from his commanding of- 
ficer by the parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. J. Seifert of 601 South Peters 
street, Garrett. A telegram from 
the War department was received 
May 5 stating that Richard had been 
killed March 24. There was some 
doubt in the minds of the parents, 
as they had received letters from 
him written April 10 and 22. The 
letter received Wednesday reveals 
there was an error made in the mes- 
sage as to the date of death. The 
letter follows: 


“Tt is with regret that I write you ' 


concerning the death of your son, 
T/Sgt. Richard J. Seifert, who on 
April 24, 1945, was killed (non- 
battle casualty) while taking off from 
a field in eastern France, near Lux- 
embourg, with a pilot of the 304th 
troop carrier squadron, 442nd troop 
carrier group. While in the process 
of taking off, the airplane went out 
of control. The left wing hit the field 
control tower and the ship spun to 
the ground. The bodies of the crew 
were buried in the U. S. cemetery, 
Limey cemetery, Meuse, France. 
Services were held by a Catholic 
chaplain and on Sunday, April 29, a 
special memorial service was held. 


Members of the squadron and group. 


attended the services. In this hour of 


sorrow you have the deepest sympa-, 


thy of the officers and men of the 
304th troop carrier squadron. Rich- 
ard was held in highest regard by all 
members of this organization. He was 
an excellent soldier and a grand char- 
acter. I hope you will feel free to 
write to me for any help or informa- 
tion you may desire. 
Kenneth L. Glassburn, 


Lt. Col., Air Corps, Commanding.”’ 
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LT. BERWYN E. BROWN 


Announcement of the death of Lt. 
Berwyn E. Brown, a Garrett soldier, 
on the Italian front Jan. 12 was made 
by the war department! 

Lt. Brown was 28 years old and was 
born in Garrett.- He ‘was. graduated 
from Garrett high sthool and Purdue 
university. He saw action against the’ 
Nazis in North Africa’ and piculy be- 
fore gqing to Italy. * «. 

Surviving are the dew. Mrs. Alice 
Myrtle Brown, and infant daughter, 
Margaret Ann, of Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
the parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. J, Brown 
of 503 South Peters ‘street, Garrett; 
and one sistef,- Miss ‘Dorothy Brown; 
employed at Wright Figld, Dayton, O. 


The Garrett soldier would have 


been 24 years of age had he lived 
until June 10. He was graduated 


- from St. Joseph’s parochial school 


and was employed by the Rieke Metal 
Products Corp. in Auburn before 
joining the army in September, 1942. 
He has two brothers in military serv- 
ice, Howard Seifert, A.O.M., station- 
ed at San Diego, Calif., who arrived 
home Wednesday, and Cpl. Charles 
Seifert, who has been with Patton’s 
army in Germany. 


SO a OD — 


eabee and Infantryman 


FORRESTT A. MILLER $ 1/C pvT. WAYNE J. MILLER 


graduated from the Altona school and 
he took employment as a mechanic 
at Ray’s garage in Avilla. He en- 
listed in the army Feb. 18, 1943, at 
Camp Perry, O., and he was sent to 
St. Petersburg, Fla., for his basic 
training. A transfer took him to the 
army air field at Birmingham, Ala., 
for training as a military policeman. 
While at this location his request for 
a transfer to the air corps was granted 
and he began training aS a tail gun- 
ner on a B-24 heavy bomber. How- 
ever, because of a curtailment in the 
air corps training program, Wayne 
was transferred last December to 
Camp Maxey, Tex+ and placed in the 
infantry. He was at;home on a fur- 
lough recently and:on Feb. 4 he re- 
ported to Fort George Meade, Md. He 
is now on his way overseas. 


Mr. and Mrs. Miller also have three 
daughters: Bonnie at home, Mrs. Vin- 
cent Muzzillo of 416 South Ijams 
street, Garrett, and Mrs. Germaine 
McGuire of Fort Wayne. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miller of one 
and a half miles northwest of Garrett 
have two sons who are serving their 
country: ; 

Forrestt, who has the nickname of 
“Mugs,” is 31 years old and a seaman 
first class in the Seabees. He at- 
tended Garrett high school and then 
worked for Auburn Foundry Inc. for 
five years. He went to Los Angeles, 
Galif., in 1940 to be employed for 
three years as a tool grinder by the 
Lockheed Aircraft Go. fe enlisted 
in the navy Dec. 27, 1942, receiving his 
boot training at Camp Peary, Va., and 
his Seabee training at Davis Field, N. 
J. In May, 1943, he left the states and 
his parents believe that he ig on 
Kodiak island, off the coast of Alaska. 
Forrestt says he is located at a very 
lonely place where there are always 
high winds and plenty of bad weather. 
He says it isn’t even fun to hunt or 
fish because game and fish are so 
plentiful. 

Wayne, who is 20 years old, was 
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BILL MOSES TELLS 
OF ESCAPE FROM 
PURSUING JAPS 


WILLIAM MOSES MO. MM 1/C 


An exciting escape from the Japs in 
the Philippines was described to the 
Garrett Lions club Monday night by 
| William (Bill) Moses, motor machin- 
|ist mate first class, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Moses of 201 High street. 

Bill was a member of the crew of 

a patrol torpedo boat. A squadron 
of 12 of these small but fast and well 
| armed craft was patrolling the shore 
Re Luzon island one night last Febru- 
ary and went into a cove looking for 
Jap suicide boats and barges. An 
American warship saw the PT boats 
and thought they were Japanese. It 
began a devastating attack on the 
squadron. 

The boat on which Moses was a 
sailor was hit by shells and ran 
ashore on coral reef. It was decided 
to abandon ship. The crew consisted 
of 15 men and three officers. After 
they left the ship it was hit again and 
blew up. Most of the members of the 
crew went ashore, taking a chance 
with the Japs. The lieutenant in com- 
mand of the boat and three others, in- 
cluding Moses, headed for the open 
sea to look for American ships. They 
wore life jackets. Later all turned 
back but the skipper, who kept on 
swimming. He was later reported 
| missing. 


| Aided by Filipinos 
The Garrett sailor and his com- 
panions went ashore and spotted a 
bamboo hut. It was occupied by a 
Filipino and his family. They re- 
ported that Japs were encamped only 
| two miles away. Guerillas were noti- 
fied and they took the sailors to a 
hideout two miles back in the moun- 
tains. There they were joined by the 
rest of the crew. Soon a scout re- 
ported the Japs were searching for 
the sailors. The sailors started to run 
toward their own lines and finally ar- 
rived at the top of a mountain. An 
army cub reconnaisance plane flew 
over and the pilot’s attention was 
attracted by the use of a mirror. He 
took word of the plight of the sailors 
back to his base and soon other 
planes arrived, dropping supplies and 
maps. Not long afterward a PT en- 
tered the bay at the foot of the moun- 
tain and the joyful sailors swam out 
a half mile to the boat. They had 
been in enemy territory three days. 
The squadron was under incessant 
air attack for a week at the time of 
the American invasion of Mindoro is- 
land. The boat that Bill Moses was 
on had some close calls. The effec- 
tiveness of the squadron as a fighting 
unit is proven by the score of enemy 
craft destroyed with which it was cre- 
_dited within a 30-day period: 29 troop 
| carrying sailcraft, 15 supply barges, 
; One destroyer, one freighter, 9 troop 
| beats known as luggers and 27 air- 
| craft. The number of Jap dead with 
ae the squadron is credited was 
| 1,200. The squadron lost three boats, 
including those (destroyed by the 
American warship by mistake. The 
| squadron was highly commended for 
| its work. 
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Bill Moses, cont 


Bill was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1941 and enlisted in the 
| Navy .the following July. He was 
| assigned to a PT in December, 1942, 
/and the squadron left for the Alen- 
'tians. The squadron remained in 
| these islands 18 months on patrol 
| duty and was credited with sinking 
' two Jap submarines and rescuing 
'several American aircraft pilots who 


| were forced down at sea. 

~The squadron returned to the west 
coast of the United States for repairs 
and then left for New Guinea. After 
being on patrol duty there the squad- 
ron was assigned to the Philippines. 
The squadron was in New Guinea and 
the Philippines 10 months before the 
unfortunate mistake in identification 
that resulted in the loss of the boat 
on which Bill was on duty. Bill re- 
mained in the Philippines several 
weeks on shore duty and then came 
home on leave. He will proceed next 
month to the PT training center at 
Melville, R. L, for reassignment. 


Bill was decorated with the Ameri- 
can Theatre of Operations ribbon, the 
American Defense ribbon, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theatre ribbon, the Philippine 
Liberation ribbon and the Good Con- 
duct medal. ~ 

Paul F. Creighton Rwf 1/c, a mem- 
ber of the same crew with Bill since 
1942, stopped in Garrett for a two- 
day visit with Bill while on his way 
to his home at Boston. John W. 
Potter QM 2/c of Fort Wayne, a 

, brother of Mrs. Henry Moses, also is 
| at home On leave and has made visits 


| here. 


j Was in Aleutians 
| 
| 
| 


AIRCRAFT GUNNER 
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CPL MELVIN E. SHOWERS 


After a visit with his mother, Mrs. 
J. T. Newbauer, and Mr. Newbauer at 
200 South Johnson street, Cpl. Melvin 
E. Showers has returned to his base at 
Columbia, S. C. Melvin, a former resi- 
dent of Garrett, was employed by the 
DePew dry cleaning plant before he 
went to Hammond to live seven years 
ago. He worked in a dry cleaning 
plant in that city and was inducted 
into the army at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison June 10, 1943. He was sent to 
Keesler Field, Miss., for his basic 
training. On Sept. 5 he enrolled in 
an airplane mechanics school and 
completed. that training Jan. 22. 
After that he was sent to Buckingham 
army air base at Fort Myers, Fla., and 
enrolled in a gunnéry school. On 
March 22 he was sent to the Columbia 
army air base in South Carolina. Upon 
completion of his work there he was 
advanced to the rating of corporal. 
His wife, the former Agnes Spencer 
of Hammond, also visited in Garrett 
and has returned to her home in Ham- 
mond. She plans to join her husband 
soon. His address is Bks. 154, SLTA 
Columbia Repl. Center, Columbia, ‘S. 
C. : 


Te 


NAVIGATOR ON A B-24 


FLIGHT OFFICER 
DON A. SCHULTHESS 


After a 15 day furlough spent with 
his father, Albert Schulthess, and 
family 2 miles south of Garrett, Flight 
Officer Don A. Schulthess left Mon- 
day for Lincoln, Neb., where he will 
be assigned to a B-24 as a navigator. 

Don was a member of a class repre- 
senting 47 states, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico that re- 
ceived their wings and commissions 
as navigators in the army air forces at 
the training command’s navigation 
|school at Selman Field, Monroe, La., 
‘Dec. 2. Finished with many weeks 
of schooling under the AAF Central 
Flying Training Command, the grad- 
uates will soon be flying in every 
theatre of the war. 

Don was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1941. He took an 
agriculture course during his four 
years in high school and served as 
secretary of the Future Farmers of 
America in his junior year and presi- 
dent in his senior year. He was in- 
ducted into the army in February, 
1943, and took training at the follow- 
ing camps: Fort Belvoir, Va., San 
Antonio and Stamford, Tex., and Mon- 
roe, La. His brother, Earl Schulthess, 
a former employe of the Rieke Metal 
Products Corp. at Auburn, is now in 
the army and stationed at Little Rock, 
l Ark. His wife, the former Marie Noel 
of Garrett, is living in Auburn. 


} = 
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SGT. KLEEMAN HURT 


S/SGT. HERBERT P. KLEEMAN 


A message from the war depart- 
ment received by Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Kleeman of East Garrett Thursday 
advised them that their son, S/Set. 
Herbert P. Kleeman, had been 
wounded. The message from Ulio, 
adjutant general, was as follows: 
“Regret to inform you that your son, | 
S/Sgt. Herbert P. Kleeman was | 
wounded in action on August 31. | 
Progress report will be forwarded as | 
soon as received.’’ 

“Herbie” is one of the 22 members | 
of the class of 1942 of Garrett high 
school serving with the armed forces. 
He has been in the army since 
February, 1943, and has been over- 
seas for six months, serving in Eng- 
land and France. 


Wi 


“AERIAL NAVIGAT© 


qewens tt 


LT. DONALD C. SCHAAB JR. 


After he received his wings as an. 
aerial navigator in exercises held at 
San Marcos Air Field, Tex., on Apr. 
22, Lt. Donald C. Schaab Jr. of Auburn, 
husband of the former Miss Kathryn 
Newbauer of 200 Johnson street, Gar- 
rett, was directed to report at Fresno, 
Calif., for further duties. He was ac- 
companied to his new post by his wife. 

Lt. Schaab is a member of the well 
known family of Auburn merchants. 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. D. C. 
Schaab Sr. of 742 North Main street. 
After graduating from Auburn high | 
school in 1939 he attended the Univer- | 
sity of Chicago’ and was graduated 
from International college, Fort 
Wayne, in accountancy. 

Entering the army Sept. 6, 1942, he» 
was commissioned a second lieuten- | 
ant of infantry at Fort Benning, Ga., | 
Mch. 22, 1943. Then he was sent to the! 
Branch Immaterial Replacement, 
Training Center at Camp Joseph T.| 
Robinson, Ark., and later to Camp 
Fanin, Tyler, Tex. Last October he 
reported at Ellington Field, Houston, 
Tex., as a candidate officer for pre-| 
flight training. He then went to San 
Marcos Air Field, where he was grad- 
uated. 

Lt. Schaab and Miss Newbauer were 
married in Georgia Mch. 6, 1943. She 
is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. 
Newbauer. 


—— 
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L. OP SHAAB. 
DISARS “aS IN 
PACIFIC AREA 


LT. DONALD C. SCHAAB JR. 


A telegram was received Sunday 
morning from the war department by 
Mrs. Kathryn Schaab of 200 South 
Johnson street, Garrett, stating that 
her husband, 2nd Lt. Donald C. Schaab, 
was missing in the Central Pacific 
area since July 15. 

Lt. Schaab, who is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald C. Schaab Sr. of 742 
North, Main street, Auburn, was the 
navigator on a B-24 Liberator bomber. 
He was still in this country July 11. 
His last letter home was dated July 
13 and he did not give his location, 
but it is considered likely that he was 
away from American shores at that 
time. Whether he nad reached the 
combat area when tragedy struck is 
problematical. (It is expected that 
the war department will send details 
to his relatives later. It is probable 
that the aircraft was forced down and 
that he will be rescued. 
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Donold Schaah, cont 


Lt. Schaab was graduated from 
Auburn high school, attended Chicago 
university and was graduated from 
International college, Fort Wayne. 
He entered the army Sept. 6, 1942, 
and was ‘commissioned at Fort Ben-| 
ning, Ga., March 22, 1943. He was 
lven additional training at other air 


Lt. Donald C. Schaab Jr., an Auburn 
soldier who has been missing since 
July 15, 1944, has been declared of- 
ficially dead by the war department 
at Washington, D. C. At the same 
time, however, the war department 


fields. He and Miss Newbauer were still offers hope that the missing nav- 
Married in Georgia March 6, 1943. igator on a B-24 bomber may be 
They were at home last December alive, declaring that the finding 
leaving on Christmas eye. ie, ‘does not establish an actual or prob- 
Schaab went with him when he was able death, 


Assigned a few months ago to Muroc 
: Field, in the Mojave desert, Califor- 
arp but she returned in June to re- 
Slide with her parents, B . 
J. T. Newbauer. te Ma 
Lt. Schaab has two sisters, Mrs. 
.Suzanne Murphy of 807 Midway Drive, 
Auburn, and Miss Elizabeth Ann 
Schaab, a student at St. Joseph hos- 
ital school of nursing, Fort Wayne. 


The letter from the war depart- 
ment, received by Lt. Schaab’s wife, 
Mrs. Kathryn Schaab of Garrett, 
Friday follows: 

“Since your husband Second Lieu- 
tenant Don C, Schaab, Jr., 01315374, 
Air Corps, was reported missing July 
15, 1944, the War Department has 
entertained hope that he had survived 

and that information would be re- 
= as - vealed dispelling the uncertainty 


surrounding his absence. However, 

lT f) F CHAAB as in many cases, the conditions of 
s & a Bs 

JR. IS REPORTED 


The record concerning your husband 
shows that he was a member of a re- 
placement combat crew of a B-24 
(Liberator) bomber which left Oahu, 


OFFICIALLY DEAD 


T. H., enroute to Canton Island via 
Palmyra Island. His plane was last 
contacted by the radio station at 


Canton Island at which time the 
position was given near Palmyra Is- 
land. A thorough four-day search 
was conducted with negative results. 
Thereafter, all planes along the 
route were on the lookout for your 
husband’s plane until the search was 
abandoned on July 29, 1944. 
Reports are Reviewed 

“Full consideration has recently 
been given al] available information 
bearing on the absence of your hus- 
band, including all records, reports 
and circumstances, These have been 
carefully reviewed and considered. 
In view of the fact that twelve 
months have expired without the re- 
ceipt of evidence to support a con- 
tinued presumption of survival the 
War Department must terminate 
Such absence by a presumptive find- 
ing of death. Accordingly, an official 
finding of death has been recorded 
under provisions of Public Law 490, 
77th Congress, approved March 7, 
1942, as amended. 
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LT. DONALD C. SCHAAB JR. 


Donald Schaal, cont 


“The finding does not establish an 
actual or probable death; however, 
as required by law, it includes a 
presumptive date of death for the 
termination of pay and allowances, 
settlement of accounts and payment 
of death gratuities. In the case of 
your husband this date has been set 
at July 16, 1945, the day following 
the expiration of the twelve months’ 
absence, 

“I regret the necessity for this 
message but trust that the ending of 
a long period of uncertainty may at 
least give some small measure of 
consolation. I hope that you may 
find sustaining comfort in the 
thought that the uncertainty that 
has surrounded the absence of your 


husband has enhanced the honor of 
Se SS Noe Ree OR ree ie 


his service to this country and his 
Sacrifice.”’ 

Lt. Schaab was graduated from 
the Auburn high school. attended 
Chicago university and was gradu- 
ated from International college, Fort 
Wayne. He entered the army Sept. 6, 
1942. and was commissioned at Fort 
Benning, Ga., March 22, 1943. 
Was given additional 
other air fields. He and Miss Kath- 
ryn Newbauer of Garrett were mar- 
ried in Georgia March 6, 1943. They 
are the parents of a daughte r, 
Cynthia Kay, born since Lt. Schaab 
Was reported missing. Mrs. Schaab 
and daughter are residing in the 
home of the former’s Parents, Mr. 
and Mrs#gnr. Newhbauer of 200 South 
Johnson street. 

Lt. Schaab is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. C. Schaab, Sr., of 902 Mid- | 
way Drive, Auburn. | 

Lt. Schaab has two sisters, Mrs. | 
Suzanne Murphy of 807 Midway 
Drive, Auburn, and Miss Elizabeth | 
Ann Schaab, a student at St. Joseph 
hospital school of nursing, Fort 
Wayne. 


He | 
training at 


SERVING THE COLORS 


PVT. EARL DEPEW 


One of Garrett’s young men who is 
serving Uncle Sam is Pvt. Ear! De- 
Pew, son of Mrs. Martha DePew of AI- 
tona. “Ernie” attended the Garrett 
Public schools and for two years was 
employed in Ted’s shoe repair shop. 
He later took employment with the 
Baltimore and Ohio in the mainten- 
ance of way department and was em- 
.ployed there when he enlisted in the 
army last July. He also worked at 


_ the Gala theatre as machine operator. 


He went from Garrett to Camp Perry, 
O., and a few days later was trans- 
ferred to Camp Lee, Va., where he re- 
mained until a few weeks ago when 


_ he was transferred to Camp_ Stone-. 


i man, near Pittsburgh, Calif. 


f 
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LV ai Me KELLEY 
HURT IN ITALY, 
WIFE I$ NOTIFIED 


Mrs. William F., Kelley, who re- 
Sides with her husband’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. W. Kelley of 403 North 
Randolph street, Garrett, received a 
letter Monday from her husband, Lt. 
Kelley, stating that his right arm is 
injured and in a cast. 

Lt. Kelley is with the 157th in- 
fantry, Fifth Army, now engaged in 
fighting in Italy. His letter, which 
was dated December 16, did not state 
how he had been injured or if he is 
in a hospital. A telegram from the 
war department in Washington re- 
ceived by Mrs. Kelley Sunday merely 
Stated, “Lt. Wm. F. Kelley slightly 
injured on December 15.” 


~~_ ee eee a ee 


LT. WM. F. KELLEY 


meee ore 


Indications are that Lt. Kelley 
was wounded in action. In another 
letter he wrote December 13 he stat- 
ed that he was writing by candle 
light in his tent and that “we must 
be going to have a bad night of it 
because there are airplanes around 
as thick as flies, which I have not 
yet identified.”” Later in his letter he 
stated that the airplanes ‘“‘must be 
Jerries because our guns just opened 
up on them.”’’ 

Lt. Kelley graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1937 and the follow- 
ing June he enlisted in the army at 
Fort Harrison. ‘He received an hon- 
orable discharge with the rank of 
corporal on June 27, 1941, and re- 
turned to Garrett to take employ- 
ment as a Baltimore and Ohio brake- 


. Man. 


w 


He re-enlisted in the army as a 
private March 1, 1942, and was as- 
signed to Camp Livingston, La. In 
September of that year he was rec- 
ommended for officer candidate 
school. He received his commission 
in December and was sent to Camp 
Howze, Tex. ‘Later, he was trans- 
ferred overseas, arriving at Casa- 
blanca Oct. 1, 1943. He did not par- 
ticipate in active fighting until the 


- invasion of Italy. 


Lt. Kelley has a brother, Harry 
Kelley F 1/c, who is with the Sea- 
bees at Port ‘Hueneme, Calif. 


‘an 
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SILVER STAR AND 
PURPLE HEART TO. *,Re0,+ 20 nating m 


wounds in his right arm, shoulder 

FLLEY and chest that he suffered in the Ital- 

T . 9 ian campaign last December 13. The 

- citations giving the facts concerning 

the action he was in and his conduct 

under fire have not yet been received. 

However, it is known that his wounds 

were received during a German air 
raid on the Allied Position in Italy. 


Harold Kelley, who resides with 
é his Parents, received an unusual 
birthday card from his brother on his 
birthday last week. It was a Pencil 
Sketch of his.brother drawn in the 
hospital by another lieutenant. who 
is also recovering from wounds. The 
Picture shows iLt. Kelley with his 
right arm in a cast and raised level 
with his shoulder and also a cast 
around his body from his waist line 
to his armpits and over the right 
- Shoulder. The picture was the first 
information his wife and parents had 
of the nature of his wounds. 

Lt. Kelley was graduated from the 
Garrett high school in 1937 and the 
following June enlisted in the army 
at Fort Harrison. He was honorably 
discharged on June 27, 1941, with 
the rating of corporal. He returned 
to Garrett and took employment with 
the B. & O, railroad as a brakeman. 

When the war Situation became 
critical, Kelley re-enlisted March 1, 
1942, as a private and he was as- 

LT. WM. F. KELLEY mech signed to duties at Camp Livingston, 
TE hatombss-he ei La. In September of that year he 
Mrs. Wm. F. Kelley and Mr. and Was recommended for Officer candi- « 
Mrs. H. W. Kelley of 403 North Ran- date school and he received his com- 
dolph street have received word that mission in December. He arrived 
their husband and son has been dec- Overseas at Casablanca Oct. 1. 1943, 
orated with the Silver Star medal 4nq was attached to the 157th infan- 
for gallantry in action and the Purple try, Fifth Army, 
Heart for being wounded in action. Lt. Kelley has a_ brother, Harry, 
who is in the Seabees. 


LT. JOS. H. ALMQUIST JR. 


A graduate of the VanSteuben high 
school in Chicagyv, this young man 
came to Garrett a few years ago with 
his parents who are in charge of the 
Nature’s Rival Co.’s plant.. For a time 
he was employed there and later went 
to work for the Trenton Garment Co. 
in Kendallville, where he was em- 
ployed when he joined the armed 
forces in October, 1942. He was as 
signed to the 11th Armored Division at 
Camp Polk, La., and in April of this 
year he entered the officer candidate 
school at Fort Benning, near Colum- 


ee) 


bus, Ga. He was graduated August 4, 
receiving the commission ~~ second 
lieutenant. Later he wer: te Camp . 


Wheeler, Ga., to take special training 
at the officers’ school and then left 
for maneuvers in Tennessee. His wife, 
the former Jeanne Duffy of Chicago, 
ig now visiting her husband’s parents 
and will join her husband fater. 


LT. J.H. ALMQUIST 
IS WOUNDED IN 
BATTLE FOR ROME 


LT. J. H. ALMQUIST JR. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Almquist 
of 511 South Harrison: street, Gar- 
rett, have received word from their 
son, Lt. Joseph H. Almquist Jr., that 


~ he was wounded in action May 26 


while- leading his platoon in the Al- 
lied drive on Rome and is now a pa- 
tient in the general hospital in Na- 
ples, Italy. 

Lt. Almquist stated in his letter, 
which his parents received Wednes- 
day morning, that he was hit in the 


i 


right side and right arm by shrap- : 


nel. He was in a field hospital in the 
battle area until June 4, when he 
was taken by plane to the general 
hospital. “Outside of being shot up 
a little, I’m feeling O.K.,” wrote the 
Garrett officer, ‘‘and don’t worry, 
because the doctors and nurses have 
told me that I’m doing fine.” 

Prior to receiving the letter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Almquist had received a 
telephone call Monday evening from 
Lt. Almquist’s wife, the former 
Jeanne Duffy, who resides with her 
mother in Chicago, when she report- 
ed that she had received a telegram 
from the War department stating 
her husband was in a hospital. 

Recently, Lt. Almquist was award- 
ed the combat infantry badge at the 
Anzio beachhead for exemplary serv- 
ice in action. 
Purple Heart. 


Lt. Almquist joined the armed 


bw» OO pet aw me 


len! 


He also received the - 


forces in October, 1942. He was as- — 


signed to the 11th Armored Divi- 
sion at Camp Polk, La., and in April, 


1943, he entered the officer candi- 


date school at Fort Benning, Ga. He 
graduated Aug, 4, receiving his com- 
mission as second lieutenant. Later 
he went to Camp Wheeler, Ga., to 
take special training at the officers’ 
school and was assigned to the 98th 
infantry division at Camp Rucker, 
Ala. In January of this year he was 
sent to Fort Meade, Md., and in the 
latter part of that month sailed di- 
rectly to the Anzio beachhead in 
Italy. He was assigned to Co. F, 7th 
Infantry Regiment of the Third Di- 
vision. In a letter to his parents dat- 
ed May 14, he stated that his outfit 
had just cleaned up the beachhead 
and that they were awaiting rein- 
forcements from the Cassino sector 
for the drive on Rome. 
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LT. J. H. ALMQUIST JR. TO BE 


TAKEN TO CHICAGO HOSPITAL TRAINING | IN FLORDIA 


Word was received Friday morn- 
ing by Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Almquist, 
Sr., of 511 South Harrison street, 
‘Garrett, that their son, Lt. J. H. 
Almauist, Jr., arrived Thursday at 
Charleston, S. C., and he will be re- 
moved to a hospital in Chicago with- 
in a few days. Lt. Almquist was 
wounded in action in May while 
leading his platoon in the Allied 
drive on Rome and for several weeks 
was a patient in a hospital at Naples, 
Italy. In a letter to his parents at 
the time he was wounded, he stated 
that he was hit in the right arm by 
Shrapnel. He was in a field hospital 
ip the battle area until June 4, when 
he was taken by plane to the general 
hospital in Naples. 


THREE WOUNDED 
MEN TO ADDRESS —_ 
AED CROSS: MEET:| Socom 


few days with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edd Sapp of 500 North Walsh 
street... He is Pvt. Louis Sapp of the 
engineer amphibian command _§ sta- 


The Garrett Lions club has arranged 
to have three wounded veterans of 


World war 2 at a meeting to be held tioned at Camp Gordon Johnston, Fla. 
in the American Legion hall Friday “Louie” was a member of the 1942 
night at 8 o'clock. Plans for the Red class of Garrett high school, where he 
Cross drive will be perfected. | took a college preparatory course. He 
One of the veterans is Lt. Joseph was a member of the Hi-Y club three 
'M. Almquist Jr., who is visiting his years, serving as secretary in his 
parents at 511 South Harrison street. junior year and vice president in his 
He was wounded in Italy. Ist. Set. senior year.--He was also a member 
Edison K. Danvers, now stationed at of the boys’ chorus, the Maroon & 
'Baer Field, will tell of his experiences Blue staff and the Boys’ Athletic club. 
as a tail gunner on a P-17. He was He played on the basketkall and foot- 
wounded on his twelfth mission in the | ball teams. In the 1943 year book 
European theatre and his life was “Who’s Who” column, it ts stated he 
saved by blood plasma. Pfc. Harry is “An Athlete in the Eyes of The 
Withrow of Highland, Ind.) was a World.” Following his graduation he 
rifleman with Patch’s Seventh Army took employment with the South Bend 
and was wounded last October while Lathe Works and worked there until 
fighting Germans in the Vosges moun- he was inducted into the army on 
tains. He is now a patient at Billings January 15, 1943. ray 
General hospital, Indianapolis. All Pvt. Sapp received his Basic train- 
three of the soldiers wear appropriate | ing at Fort Devens, Mass., and took 
|decorations. Danvers has the Dis- further training at Camp Edward, ' 
i tinguished Service Cross. Cotuit Island, and Washburn Island, | 


all located on Cape Cod. He then took |} 
machine gun training at Popponessett | 
Island, Mass., and has been stationed | 
in Florida four months. He states the I 
training in the army and the navy is 
very rigid. His duties are those of a 
seaman on a landing barge. He will 
return to camp the first of the week. 


The Red Cross field director at 
Baer Field also will be present. Large 
groups of members of the Lions club 
and many other organizations will at- 
tend the meeting. 


Si.pa Brothers in the Navy 


cannes: 


ENSIGN NICK SARPA 


These two young men are the sons 
of Mr. and rs. John Sarpa of 408 
| North Cowen street. They were 
prominent in Garrett high school ac- 
tivities and are graduates of the 
school. t 

Nick enlisted in the naval air corps 
Dec. 4, 1942, and he was called for 
active duty the following April. He 
was sent to DePauw university for 
ground training courses; Chicago uni- 
versity for flying and study in navi- 
gation communication and aerology; 
lowa Pre-Flight at lowa university for 
physical training and ground school; 
Minneapolis, Minn., for primary train- 
ing and flight training; Corpus 
Christi, Tex., for intermediate work 
and on Dec. 20, 1944, he received his 
wings. 

Ensign Sarpa then began his ad- 
vanced training. He received work 
on piloting PBy Catalina flying boats 
at Pensacola, Fla., and he is now un- 
dergoing a nine weeks’ course in 
Operational work in PBM Mariner 
planes at Banana River, Fla. He is 


JOHN W. SARPA F 1/C 


attached to an overseas training unit 
and he writes, “Here is the merging 
of our crew into a fine team. We go 
through a series of different flights 


consisting of extended patrol hops, 
antissubmarine, gunnery, bombing 
and torpedo hops. Finishing here we 
are given a plane of our own and then 
await further orders, sometimes as 
replacements and other times for 
just about anything that comes 
along and for which we are qualified. 
The orders can be rare and different 
in this type of flying.” 

John, who was a star athlete in 
high school, entered the navy Sept. 
19, 1944, and he was sent to the Great 
Lakes naval training station for his 
“boot” training. He remained there 
after his training for a short while 
on shore patrol duty. On Feb. 14 he 
was sent to Norfolk, Va., for a shake- 
down cruise and he was given the 
rating of fireman first class. He is 
now on duty on an LST somewhere 
overseas. 
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ORDNANCE OFFICER 
AND BABY SON 


LT. GEO. E. ELAM SR. 
GEORGE ELLIAS ELAM J&R. 


Lt. Elam is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. S. Elam of 800 South Franklin street 
and was recently transferred from 
Camp White, Ore., to Flint, Mich. He 
visited his parents during Christmas 
week. He is a graduate of Garrett 
high school and attendec Ohio State 
university at Columbus for one year. 
He was employed in Washington in 
the treasury department for four years 
before joining the armed forces. 

He was assigned to training in the 
ordnance department at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Md., and also took 
his officer candidate training at Aber- 
deen, graduating with the rank of 
second lieutenant. He was sent to 
Santa Ana, Calif., in May, 1943, and 
was joined by his wife and young 
son, who had been living in Garrett, 
and they took up their residence in 
nearby Alhambra. In September, Lt. 
Elam. was transferred to the 544th 
ordnance company and gent to Camp 
White, Ore. He was transferred to 
the General Motors Institute at Flint 
and recently completed a specialists’ 
course on Cadillac tank engines in 
school. Lt. Elam was specially selec- 
ted to attend this course in practical 
mechanical maintenance of the army’s 
fighting equipment. Such courses are 
conducted in schools throughout the 
country by the ordnance department 
in co-operation with the manufactur- 
ers. 


George Junior and his mother are 


still living in Alhambra. The child — 


will soon be a year old, having been 
born in the Sacred Heart hospital in 
Garrett last Feb. 13.- He has very 
blonde hair and blue eyes. His moth- 
er is the former Wyllia Hulett, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George Hulett of 
Beardstown, III. 


~~ 


IN ARMY HOSPITAL 


PVT, JOHN E. ELAM 


A patient in a hospital in France 
recuperating from an illness which he 
suffered October 1, this Garrett soldier 
is a son of Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Elam of 
800 South Franklin street and the hus- 
band of the former Georgia Sanders 
of 908 South Cowen street. Before 
his induction into the army on Nov. 
9, 1943, John was employed in the 
offices of the International Harvester 
Co. in Fort Wayne and he and his 
wife lived in Fort Wayne. He was 
graduated from Garrett high school in 


1929. His basic training for the in-. 
fantry was received at Camp Blanding, | 


Fla., and he has seen action in France, 

Belgium and Holland. He went over- 
xeas in June, 1944. His address is on 
le at The Clipper office. 
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SGT. JOE DeWITT WRITES * 
OF INVASION OF FRANCE 


vasion of France’ is given in a letter 
received by Mr. and Mrs. Jay DeWitt 
of Richland township from their son, 
Ist Sgt. Joe H. DeWitt. 


Sgt. DeWitt is a veteran soldier, 
having been overseas since Nov. 8, 
1942. He has the following military 
decorations to his credit: A presi- 
dential citation for two very diffi- 
cult amphibious landings in Sicily; 
five Battle Stars for participating in 
five major battles and a Bronze Star 
for outstanding bravery on D-Day 
plus one on the beaches of Nor- 
mandy. | 


A thrilling description of the 


: oa ee | 
SGT. JOE H. DeWITT | 


ROY CHILDERS MAY HAVE : 
BEEN FREED FROM JAP CAMP 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralp.: Childers of 308 
South Walsh ,street are hopeful that 
their son, Rey, is among the 2,146 
prisoners liberated from the Los 
Banos Japanese prison camp 45 miles 
south of Manila by American forces 
Friday. at 

Roy was formerly in the army, but 
his enlistment expired a short time | 
before the Pearl Harbor attack and/§ 


PVT. ROBERT BURTCH he was employed as a civilian aircraft | 
—Photo by Sheets engineer at the Philippine air depot, | 
One of the Garrett youths who re- Nichols Field, on Luzon island when ' 
cently left for overseas is Private the Philippines fell to the Japs three | 
‘Robert Burtch, son of Mrs. Stella years ago. His parents received a! 
‘Burtch of 617 West Keyser street. card from him dated in June, 1944, 
“Bob” attended Garrett high school Showing that he was at Los Banos. 
'and_before his induction into the mili- Two of Roy’s brothers, Lt. Robert 
tary service on April 5, 1944, he was Childers and Lt. George T. Childers, 


in are visiting here, the former having 
arrived Friday from Troy, N. Y., and 
the latter came Sunday from Camp 
Papago, Ariz. Their mother is recov- 
ering from a major operation at Sacred 
Heart hospital. 


employed by the Magnavox Co. 
|Fort Wayne. He received his basic 
| training at Camp Jos, T. Robinson, 
‘Ark., and then was given a furlough 
land spent 21 days at home. He was 
{transferred to Camp Pickett, Va., and 
left for overseas from the east coast. || 


— 
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Joe DeWitt Ends Exciting Army 
Life With 113 Service Points: 


SGLaJOHeH..Dew ITT 


Set. Joe H. DeWitt, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jay W. DeWitt of Richland 
township, three miles north of Gar- 
rett, has received an _ honorable 
discharge from the army with one of 
the highest point ratings in DeKalb 
county. He had 113 points to his 
credit. 


Sgt. DeWitt is the holder of the 
presidential unit citation for amphib- 
ious landings at Sicily; the European 
Theater of Operations ribbon with 
one Silver Star and two Bronze Stars 
for seven major engagements, which 
are Tunisia, Sicily, Normandy, North- 
ern France, Rhineland, Central Eu- 
rope and the Ardennes Bulge; the 
Good Conduct medal with a clasp rep- 
resenting three years, and the Purple 
Heart for being wounded in Sicily. 
He aiso wus awarded the Bronze 
Star for meritorious service in the 
invasion of Normandy. 


| 


He was inducted into the army in 
March, 1942, and just six months 
later he was on his way overseas with 
the Fifth artillery as a gunner cor- 
poral for a 105 mm. self-propelled | 
gun. While on the way to Casablanca 
he was made a section chief, or head 
of a gun crew composed of eight men. 
The 105 mm. gun fires a projectile 
weighing 33 pounds and it has a max-| 
imum range of 12,200 yards. The 
primary purpose of this gun is to 
support the infantry by destroying 
vight vehicles and personnel. 


Set. DeWitt saw a small amount of 
action at Sned, Tunisia. and at Mak- 
massy he got into the real thing. It 
was at Maknassy that he heard his 
first German shell, an 88. He states 
it isn’t a very pleasant sound, but you 
soon get used to it. ‘‘Funny thing,” 
he declared, “the Germans never fir- 
ed their artillery at night. Why, I do 
not know.” 

“In my opinion,’’ he continued, “we 
ran up against some of the best 
troops the Germans had in that Tu- 
nisian campaign. The Germans were 
fanatical fighters, brave, smart, and 
they certainly were artists at cam- 
ouflaging. We were on the move 
most of the time. Our battery com- 
mander always went forward to spot 
gun positions. One time he had chos- 
en a particular place on the side of a 
hill for our emplacements. Between 
the time that he got back to us and 
led us forward the Germans had mov- 
ed four or five tanks into that posi- 
tion. We were down in a valley and 
those tanks were up the side of the 
hill. 

“We had those German tanks cold 
because when the crews turned their 
tanks down toward us they could not 
elevate the barrels of their guns | 


high enough to fire on us. We knock- | 
ed out one of the tanks in a hurry. 
The Germans realized their positions | 
were intolerable so they got out and / 
started to run, trying to get over the 
lip of the hill before we could hit! 
them. That’s when we used ‘time’! 
fire, which is the setting of the fuse 
on a Shell so it bursts anywhere we 
want it to above the ground. Those 
Germans didn’t have a chance. 


“Our outfit was very fortunate in | 
the Tunisian campaign in that we 
were given assignments that allowed 
us to become accustomed gradually | 
to battle. Those doughboys have it 
the toughest of. any branch of the 
service. They go right into the heav- 
|iest action as soon as they hit the 
ifront lines. None of the men in my 
lecrew received a scratch during the 
battle in Tunisia. 


continued neh cede 
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Joe DeWitt— 


“The thing that I will always re- 
member about Tunisia is when the 
Germans surrendered. They started 
to surrender at night, coming down 
the roads in al] different types of 
vehicles, bumper to bumper, with the 
lights on. We hadn’t seen a light at 
night like that in months. The Ger- 
mans kept coming in then day and 
thousands and thousands of 
them. It sure was some sight. 


Slaughter in Sicily 


“After a short rest and some ad- 
ditional training we participated in 
the invasion of Sicily. We landed in 
Sicily four days after D-day. We cut 
across the island and ran into very | 


|ittle resistance until we hit Palermo. | 


ee 


The Allies had driven the Germans! 
up into one corner of the island andj} 
then the Germans began putting up 
stiff resistance so that they could 


/evacuate their troops. The country 


is mountainous.and ideally suited for 

defense. There are only a few roads. 

The Germans were retreating down 

one of the roads that ran between the. 
sea and the mountains. One night myj| 
battery along with an infantry outfit | 
made an amphibious landig back aS 
the German lines. We achieved com- 

plete surprise. There were about 700 

men in our outfit and we immediately | 
straddled the road. 

“Our artillery battalion had eight | 
guns and we pointed four guns down 
the road one way and four guns the 
other way. In this way we had one 
German force sandwiched in between 
us and the advancing main Allied 
force and we were able to keep other 
Germans from coming to the assist- 
ance of°*the trapped ones. Those that 
we had trapped finally had to surren- 
der. Our eight guns fired about 3.000 
rounds that one day and it was just 
a slaughter of those Germans we had 
trapped. 

“Two days later we tried the same 
encirclement, going up the beach a- 
bout five or six miles: The Germans 
were waiting for us this time and we 
ran into plenty of armor and trouble. 
The four tanks we had with us be- 
came mired in the sand on the beach. 
We got past the beach and into a 
lemon orchard. However, the trees 
were so thick that we had to start 
cutting them down so we could fire. 
The Germans were located on the 
other side of a small town near us 
and they began pouring shells ae 
us. 


| 


“Two of the men in my gun crew 
were about 15 feet in front of our 
gun, cutting down a tree, when a 
shell landed nearby, killing both of 
them. None of the rest of us was in- 
jured because we were protected by : 
the light armor on our gun. Then the 
German infantry attacked and we had 
to pull back about 200 yards so we) 


ing tanks out of the town in support 
of the infantry, Our guns are no good 
against tanks and our shells would 
just bounce off those tanks like water 
off a duck. We withdrew again. A de- 
stroyer came along shore and stopped 
the first tank attack, but then it left 
us. About two hours later the Ger- 
mans again attacked with tanks and 
We were in a bad way. 

“We set out road blocks with our 
105s but the German tanks knocked 
them as if they were toy guns. We 
lost seven of our eight guns, mine in- 
cluded. We then ran for the beach. 
We had only three alternatives—stay 
on the beach, swim for it or try to 
climb the cliff. It was almost dusk 
now. About 200 or 300 of our men 
tried to get up the cliff and the Ger- 
mans just mowed them down. There 
was a big rock standing out of the 
water 400 yards off shore and about 
30 of us swam out to it. We found a 
crevice in the rock, which we lay 
down in, and the Germans couldn't 
get to us. We lay in that crevice all 


night. The other fellows stayed on the 
es RS 


beach. 


“The Germans never did come 


|down off the road to the beach with 
their tanks because our main body 
of troops was coming up the road 
and the Germans were afraid of get- 
ting trapped. If the Germans had had 
time, they conld have gotten all of 
us. As it was, we suffered about 40 
percent casualties, Many of our of- 
ficers were killed or captured. I re- 
| ceived a small] piece of shrapnel in 
‘my back but I didn’t even know I 
‘had been hit until about two days 
later when my back began to hurt. 
It wasn’t much of a wound. 


Continued next page 


“Our forces broke through to us 
next morning and we were sent back 
for a rest. We received replacements 
and new equipment. However, we did 
not fight any more in Sicily. We were: 
alerted to go to Italy, but for some 
reason or other we never did goa 
there, fortunately. In December; 
1943, we were, sent to England, 
where, believe it or not, we received 
amphibious training. We had never 
had any amphibious training when 
we made those landings in Sicily. We 
knew what this amphibious training 
meant—that we were going into 
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Terrible Battle on D-Day | 
“We hit Omaha beach on D-day | 
and it was terrible. We were under 
heavy fire all the time we were going | 
in. The boat I was on was not hit, but , 
‘several in front of it were hit and | 
sunk. We lost six of our 18 guns be- 
i fore we ever hit the beach. We were} 
| sev en hours late going in because the | 
| Germans had everything tied down 
}on the beach with heavy shel] fire. 
| There was wreckage everywhere and 
the infantry was getting knocked off 
at a terrific rate. I never have heard 
what our casualties were that first 
day, but they must have been tre- 
| mendous. Some infantrymen lay in 
the water for as long as six hours 
because they didn’t dare move. 

“The Germans had pillboxes every- 
where, connected with tunnels. We 
| were firing our self-propelled guns 
even before we were on the beach 
and we never stopped throwing 
shells. We stayed on the beach over 
night and then moved inland about 
, 600 yards. Believe it or not, men of 
lour forces were captured between us 
, and the beach during the night. The 
Germans would infiltrate back 
‘through those tunnels during the 
night and capture our men. 

“The next day, late in the after-' 


[France on D-day. 
| 


noon, one of the commanding offi- 
cers said the infantry was being held 


up ahead and that we should go right | 


up with them. Ordinarily our guns 
are used only behind the infantry, 
but this time we were right up with 
them. We kept the roads open and 
the infantry went alongside us 
through the fields. For this action I 
received the Bronze Star. We were 
subject to a lot of small arms fire 
but none of the big stuff hit us. How- 
ever, the armor on a Self- propelled 
gun is very thin, a .50 caliber bullet 
will penetrate it, and we were not 
'what you would call comfortable dur- 
ing that time. 

“After we got off that damnable 
beach, we really started to roll and 
we never stopped until we hit St. Lo. 
'The Germans had us there because 
they had perfect observation from the 
top of the hill and could watch every 
movement we made. My outfit was 
only three miles from the front lines 
the day we made the breakthrough. 
More than 1,000 planes dumped ex- 
plosives on that hill and just churned 
it to bits. I could see the hundreds 
lof bombs falling and the earth trem- 


| bled where I stood. Nothing could. 


live under that terrific bombing. 
“There were three task forces 

formed to make the breakthrough, 
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ie outfit being with one of them, 
the Third Armored division of the 
First army. Each task force went 
down a different road and kept right 
on going, not paying any attention to 
the Germans in between the roads. 
We had plenty of tanks up in our 
spearhead and nothing could stop us. 
| “Onee in a while the spearhead 
would call back for fire support to 
‘knock out a road block or something. 
Our outfit would just pull over to 
the side of the road, get into position 
/and fire until the obstacle was knock- 
‘ed out. Then off again we W ould go. 
| We never stopped until we had brok- 
en through the Siegfried line and we 
‘had to stop because we had run out 
| of all our supplies. Our supply ve- 
‘nicles coming behind us on these 
roads caught plenty of hell because 
the Germans who were bypassed 
fire on them. 


continued next page 
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| Surrounded by Nazis 


“Then the bulge happened. We 
were sent over to help the 28th In- 
fantry division of the Third army. We 
arrived in position behind the 28th 
that evening but we never actually 
did make contact with it because the 
Germans were upon us that night. 
We were in a plenty hot position be- 
cause self-propelled guns are a darn 
‘poor defense in themselves against 
“enemy tanks supported by infantry. 
| We tried to contaet the outfits on 
our flanks but we found out we were 
‘surrounded on three sides. 
| “We pulled back a short way at 
| daybreak and then went into position, 
‘firing at the advancing German in- 
'fantry. We lost two of our guns from 
;mortar fire so we started back to- 
'ward Bastogne. We lost six more 
|guns getting to Bastogne. While we 
‘were in Bastogne, the now famous 
101st Airborne division came 
‘through. The 101st didn’t go very far 
, before it was stopped cold and it fi-| 
‘nally had to withdraw into Bastogne. | 
| We withdrew a little way out of the 
‘town. The Germans couldn’t dis- 
lodge the 101st, so they went around 
; the town smack into us and we were 
again in hot water with tanks and | 
;infantry attacking us. | 


. “We kept on pulling back fertior 
‘and farther, but we were continually 
Tunning into German roadblocks. Fi- 
_nally we were completely surrounded. 
The only thing that saved us was a 
‘cloudy night. You couldn't see 20 feet 
in front of you. We burrfed our guns 
and vehicles and then took out on 
foot. through the woods in small 
groups. Fortunately, we did not en- 
counter any Germans and we made it 
back to our own lines, and then to our 
service battery, which always operat- 
ed far behind the front lines. Some of 
our fellows didn’t show up for four or 
five days and there were a few who 
did not rejoin us until two or tbree 
months later. 
“That Ardennes bulge was an aw- 


‘ful mess. When the enemy is prowl- 
‘ing around behind your lines knock- 


ing hell out of everything and any- 


‘thing, nobody knows where anybody 


jelse is. Finally the weather cleared 


and our air force was able to go back 


‘into action gain. If the weather had> 


not cleared, I hate to think how far! 
the Germans might have gone, 


apr 


Bastogne a Heap of Rubble 
| “We received replacements and 
“new equipment and we went back 
‘into action Jan. 18 of this year, five | 
‘miles outside of Bastogne in the 
counter-attack. Bastogne was a nice 
looking town the last time we went 
through it, but this time it was noth: | 
ing but a heap of rubble. I never saw 
anything so destroyed as that town 
‘was. 
“We were still with the Third ar-| 
/my and we had the Germans on the | 
‘yun again. We never stopped going 
'from then on until, we reached the | 
| Austrian border and the Germans | 
surrendered. Two or three times We) 
-heard the Germans had surrendered, 
,; when it was only a rumor, so there 
was not much excitement the day the 
surrender actually was made. We had 
saved up quite a bit of cognac and 
wine and two days after the surren- 
_der we had a swell party. 
“We were placed on security guard 
for a while to prevent anyone from 
stealing stuff and then I was given 
‘my orders for transportation home. | 
I. along with several other men. flew 
from Marseilles, France, to Casablan- 
ca in a Flying Fortress. From there} 
we went to West Africa and then the 
southern air route home, landing at 
Miami, Fla., July 30. Did the air 
corps ever feed us swell! We fellows 
ate four or five meals a day. Every 
stop we made they would give us 
Coca-Cola and ice cream, something 
we army fellows hadn’t had in a long 
time. 


seems swell to be home 
going to take over the 
Dad’s 90 acres.” 


a> Ee sure 
and I am 
farming of 
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BILLY L. VALLANCE G. M. 1-C I 


One of Garrett’s youths who re- 
cently arrived in England is Billy L. . 
Vallance, son of Mrs. C. E. Smith of 
108 North Peters street. Billy was 
graduated from the Waterloo -high |} 
school, the family having lived in that 
town before coming to Garrett. He ft 
was employed at the City garage be- 
fore entering the navy on Sept. 9, / 
1942, the day after his seventeenth 
birthday . He took his “boot” training 
at Great Lakes, Ill., and then spent 
three months at Miami, Fla. While 
stationed there he made two trips to 
Cuba. He was transferred to Nor- 
folk, Va., later and sailed for Europe 


on Nov. 2. 3 


BILLY L. VALLANCE GM 2/C (T) 


This Garrett youth is starting his 
fourth year with Uncle Sam’s navy. 
He is a son of Mrs. Curtis B. Smith 
of 108 North Peters street. He at- 
tended the Garrett grade school and 
Waterloo high school. He was em- 
ployed at the City garage before be- 
ing sworn into the navy Sept. 9, 1942, 
on his seventeenth birthday. He re- 
ceived his “boot” training at Great 
Lakes. He was sent to Miami, Fla., 
and while based there made two trips 
to Cuba. He was transferred to Nor-| 
folk, Va., and left for sea duty on 
Noy. 2. He served three years and} CPL. FRANK SALERNO JR. 
two months in the Central Pacific 
and was a member of the crew of the 
destroyer escort Fair. While at 
home on leave last August he was a 
| patient in Sacred Heart hospital for | 
| 
| 


This Garrett soldier is now at home 
on furlough. He is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Salerno of West Railroad 
street... He is a graduate of St. Jos- 
eph’s parochial school and prior to en- 
tering the army was employed as a 
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an appendicitis operation. He re 


turned to duty Sept. 20 and is now in| fireman by the Baltimore and Ohio. 
‘Portland, Ore. He is authorized to! He was inducted on January 13 of this 
wear four Bronze Stars upon the rib- year and tu<*-his basic training at Jef- 
bon bar of the Asiatic Pacific Area ferson Barracks, Mo. He was then as- 
Campaign medal for the following signed to duties at Dyersburg, Tenn., 
operations and for specific actions: for five months and is now stationed 
Marshall Islands campaign, sinking with the air corps at Mobile, Ala. He 
| of a Japarese submarine on Feb. 4, will return there on Dec. 22. His ad- 
| 1944, Marianas Islands campaign and dress is: 35540313, 65th Hdq. Sqdn. 


| Okinawa Gunto operation. ADG., Brookley Field, Mobile, Ala. 
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PRC. WARREN EUGENE (GENE) 
STILES 


These four DeKalb. county youths 
serving in the navy and the army are 
the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Stiles 
of near Helmer. The boys are step- 
brothers, the Mills boys being the 
sons of Mrs. Stiles and the Stiles boys 
the sons of Mr. Stiles. 

Pfc. Warren Stiles, better known 
as Gene, graduated from Garrett 
high schoc in 1941 and prior to his 
entry intc the army was employed 
by the B. & O. Chicago Terminal as 
a pipefitter. He was inducted at 
Camp Grant, Til, on Feb. 2, 1943, 
and took his basic training at Camp 


PVT. WARREN U. MILLS 


Sibert, Ala. From there he was sent 
to San Francisco anil is now “some- 
where” in the South Pacific. His par- 
ents hear from him every week. The 
above picture of Gene was taken in 
May, 1943, when /he had a full pack 
just before going on bivouac, 

Pvt. Warren U. Mills attended the 
Salem Center school located in Steu- 
ben county. He was employed by the 
B. & O. as a fireman until, he joined 
the army on April 8 of this year. 
Shortly after taking his basic train- 
ing he was sent overseas and at the 


present time his location is unknown. (a machinist’s 


LEO NEIL STILES 


He is married, his wife being _the 
former June Partee of Sherwood, O. 
They have one child, Connie Lee 
Mills, who was a year old Nov. 4, 
and she and her mother are living in 
Fort Wayne for the duration. 

Leo Neil Stiles also attended the 
Salem Center school and enlisted in 
the navy on Sept. 4. He has just 
completed his ‘boot’ training at the 
naval training station at Great Lakes, 
Ill., and returned to his base Thurs- 
day after a nine-day leave spent with 
his parents. He was employed as 
apprentice for the 


HERS IN UNIFORM ~ 


RALPH C. MILLS 5 1/C 


Rie 


B. & O. C. T. before entering the. 
navy. 


Ralph C. Mills attended Salem Cen- 
ter school and was employed as a 


carpenter in Fort Wayne when he en- 
listed in the navy a year ago this 
month. He is stationed at a sub- 
marine base in the Soyth Pacific, his 
line of duty being that of carpenter. 
His parents learned recently that he 
received a serious injury to his eyes, 
but no details were given as to what 
happened. 
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FORMER FIREMAN 
WARREN U, MILLS 
DIES IN BATTLE 


| 
| 


PFC. *WARREN U. MILLS 


Relatives have received word from 
the war department that Pfc. Warren 
U. Mills of Garrett was killed in ac- 
‘tion in Holland Sept. 18. No details 
'were given. aut 

Warren was 20 years of age an 
was a son of Mrs. Owen Stiles of 
Rome City and husband of Mrs. June 
Mills, who resides at Sherwood, Ohio. 
He was the father of two children, 
Connie Lee, aged 2 years, and Sandra 
Kay, born last Dec. 10. He never 
saw Sandra Kay. 


Born in Steuben Co. Jan. 25, 1924, War- 


ren attended Salem Center school and 
was employed as a B. & O. fireman 
in Garrett until he entered the army 
April 8, 1943. He went overseas 
soon after completing his basic train- 
‘ing. His last letter to his wife was 
,dated Sept. 16. He reported that he 
received his glider equipment and it 
is likely that he became a member of 
an air-borne unit. 

Warren leaves a brother and two 
step-brothers who are in the armed 
services. The brother is Ralph C. 
Mills, who is with the navy in the Pa- 
cific, and the step-brothers are War- 
ren Eugene Stiles of the army in the 
Pacific and Leo Neil Stiles of the 
navy. A half-brother, Richard Stiles, 
lives at Rome City. 

The widow's maiden name was 
June Partee. 


TANK GUNNER “ 


S/SGT. DONALD A. CLABAUGH 


Another of Garrett’s young men 
who is fighting with the armed forces 
in Germany is S/Sgt. Donald A. Cla- 
baugh. His wife, the former Margar- 
et McLaughlin, is residing with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Mc- 
Laughlin of 513 North Randolph 
street. Donald is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. H. Clabaugh of 215 South 
Britton street. 

Donald was graduated from Gar- 
rett high-school and was employed 
_as brakeman on the Pennsylvania at 
'Fort Wayne before entering the 
‘army April 8, 1942. He received his 
basic training at Camp Chaffee, Ark., 
and further training at Camp Cooke, 
Calif. He arrived in England in 
January, 1944, and is a member of 
the 6th Armored Division, 69th Tank 
Battalion, Third Army, commanded 
by Gen. Patton. 

On November 15, 1944, S/Sgt. 
Clabaugh was awarded the Purple 
Heart medal while serving with the 
infantry in France for wounds re- 
ceived as a result of enemy action. 
He also holds three campaign stars. 

Donald has a brother in the service, 
Pfc. Kenneth Clabaugh, also in Ger- 
many. 


\ 
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NOW A CAPTAIN 


CAPT. RICHARD E. HOUSER 


Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Houser of 127% 
South Randolph street have received 
word that their son, Richard, has been 
promoted from the rank of first lieu- 
tenant to captain. He has been in the 
army since October, 1941, and has 
been stationed on the west coast for 
the past year and a half. His work 
is to install and inspect radar equip- 
ment, his trips taking him to San 
Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Catalina Island. His wife is the 
former Joan Hyler, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Omar Hyler of 600 South 
Franklin street. They have a son, 
Stephen Richard, who was a year old 
in September, and they live in San 
Bernardino, Calif. 


PRIVATE IN ARMY 


ESE 


PVT. KENNETH E. CLABAUGH 


This Garrett soldier has arrived 
from Camp Bowie, Tex., to visit his 
family at 401 East Houston street 
and also hig parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
H. Clabaugh of 215 South Britton 
street. He is Pvt. Kenneth E. Cla- 
baugh. 


A graduate of the 1932 class of Gar- 
rett high school, Kenneth was em- 
Ployed for a time with the Freuhauf 
Trailer Co., Fort Wayne, and for sev- 
eral years operated his own poultry 
business. He was inducted into the 
army Nov. 17, 1942, and has been 
stationed at Camp Bowie since that 
time. His wife is the former Mary 
Yaste of Huntington. They have one 
child, Peggy Sue, who will. soon be 
two years old. 
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SOLDIER WOUNDED 


PFC. ALAN FITCH 
—Photo by Sheets 


A V-mail letter was received Sun- 
day by Chief of Police and Mrs. Oscar 
F. Fitch of 317 East Houston street, 
Garrett, from their son, Pfc. Alan 
Fitch, advising them that he is in a 
hospital in France and is getting 
along all right. He did not reveal 
the nature of his wounds or how he 
was hurt. He hopes to be up soon. 

The war department sent a tele- 
gram Feb. 9 stating that Alan was 
seriously wounded in Luxembourg 
Jan. 30. He is 19 years old and 
went to Europe last October. 


ALAN FITCH, 19, 


SERIGUSLY HURT 


IN LUXEMBOURG 


Chief of Police and Mrs. Oscar F. 
Fitch of 317 East Houston street, Gar- 
rett, received a telegram from the 
War department Friday stating that 
their son, Pfc. Alan Fitch, 19, had 
been wounded. The message from 
Ulio, adjutant general, follows: “Re- 
gret to inform you that your son, PEC. 
Alan Fitch, was seriously wounded in 
action Jan. 30 in Luxembourg. Mail 
address follows direct from hospital 
with details.” 

Alan has been in the army since 
July, 1943, and overseas since last 
October. He was a member of the 
1943 class of Garrett high school 
and he is one of the twenty-nine boys 
in the class serving with the armed | 
forces. While in high school, he took; 
a college preparatory course. He was | 
a member of the F.B.C., athletic, 
drama, Hi-Y, scout and booster clubs, 
served as secretary of the Hi-Y and 
also as secretary of the senior class. 
He played football and basketball 
and was a member of the track team, 
winning a letter in all three of these 
sports. He was an Eagle Scout and: 
also a member of the Order of the | 


‘Arrow, a Scout honorary society. 


He was awarded a merit scholar- 
ship to Purdue university and enter- 
ed the college April 23, 1943. He 
completed one term in the engineer- 
ing school and then qualified for the 
army special training program. He 
was inducted into the army July 29 
at Indianapolis and under the ASTP 
was sent to the University of Ken- 
tucky, taking further training in en- 
gineering. 

On Nov. 15, 1943, he went to Fort 
Thomas, Ky., the army reception cen- 
ter, and three weeks later he was 
sent to Fort Benning, Ga., to take 
his basic training. While there the 
ASTP was discontinued by the gov- 
ernment. After completing his 13 
weeks of basic training, he was plac- 
ed in the infantry and transferred to 
Fort Jackson, S. C. He remained 
there until] Oct. 15, when he was 
sent to the east coast and then over- 
seas. He landed in England and saw 
action in France and Belgium. 

His parents received a letter from 
him Friday that he had written Jan. 
14, in which he stated he was well 
and seeing action. 
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RELEASE ALAN FITCH 


Afte having served a year and nine 
montis in the army, Alan Fitch, son 
of Chief of Police and Mrs. Oscar F. 
Fitch of 317 East Houston street, has 
been given an honorable discharge 
and he is now at home with his par- 
ents. He plans to enter Purdue uni- 

| versity next fall to complete his en- 
gineering studies. 


Alan, after his graduation from 
Garrett high school in 1943, entered 
Purdue university, studying engin- 
eering. He quit school to enlist in 
the army July 29, 1943, and he was 
sent to the University of Kentucky 
to study engineering under ASTP. 
He remained there three months and 
‘hen was sent to Fort Benning, Ga., 
and Fort Jackson, S. C., before going 
dverseas with the 87th infantry di- 
vision in October, 1944. He landed 
n Glasgow, Scotland, and then went 
Oo a camp near Manchester, England. 
\fter a month at this camp his out- 
it went to France. 

The 87th division was assigned to 
he Third army and its first operation 
was a holding position at Metz, 
france, surrounding Fort  Dirant, 
vhich was held by the Germans. The| 
termans surrendered on Dec. 8 after] 
unning out of food. Alan saw his | 
‘irst real action on Dec. 15 when a 
1ill was attacked. His next action 
-ame when the 87th was ordered to a 
sector between St. Hubert and Bas- 
ogne to help push the Germans back ; 
ifter their famed breakthrough on 
Dec 163 The 87th was in the Ar- 
djennes forest and it attacked con- 
tinually for fifteen days. Alan says 
he was on the move all the time ex- 
cept at night when he was ee cal 
to sleep a few hours. He states that 
it was bitterly cold and the snow was 
up to the men’s knees. 


The 87th’s next assignment was to 
take part in the drive to break the 
Siegfried line and to attack into 
Germany. The 87th started from St. 
Vith, Belgium, on January 28 after an 
intensive artillery barrage. Two 
days later Alan’s platoon was taking 
time out at 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
to have “chow” in a house in a small 
German town. The men finished eat- 
ing and wandered outside. The men 
were spotted by the Germans, who 
opened up with their artillery. Alan 
ducked back into the house. Alan 
got himself another cup of coffee and 
was just raising it to his lips when 
a German 88 millimeter shell ex- 
ploded just outside the window of 
the house. A piece of shrapnel 
about an inch long tore through the 


.muscles of his upper right arm, slid 


| 


between two of his ribs and entered | 
his lower right lung. Alan was’ 
knocked to the floor and he states 
he felt as if someone had hit him hard 
in the chest with his fist. It so 
happened that a medical man was 
standing next to him, also drinking 
coffee, and he gave Alan first aid. 
Alan was removed on a stretcher to 
a jeep and transported back to the 
rear. He spent a few days in a 
hospital in France and then he was. 
transferred to England, where the. 
shrapnel was removed from his chest. 

Alan arrived in New York by steam- ' 
er Apr. 28 and he»was sent to the Ken-. 
nedy General hospital at Memphis, 
Tenn., where he was given his dis- 
charge papers. The’ army doctors 
state that his lung will be completely 

ahout two years. 
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RADIS A. VISE DIES IN 
WAR AGAINST NAZIS 


war department Saturday afternoon by/19, 1940, in Chicago to Harriet Gu- 


Mrs. Harriet Vise of 210 West King lick of Auburn Junction. 


street, Garrett, advising her that her 
husband, Pvt. Radis A. Vise, 22, was 
killed in action in France Feb. 3. 
This was the first information re- 
ceived by the family that Radis was 
in combat. He entered the army 
only last Aug. 16 and was in training 
at South Camp Hood, Tex. He came 
home on a brief furlough in December 
and left Jan. 1, going on a troop train 
tc Fort Meade, Md. He then left 
for overseas. He wrote two letters 
on board ship, but they did not re- 
veal his destination and his wife 
thought he was in the Pacific. The 
last letter was dated Jan. 22 and ar- 
rived here Feb. 14. He reported that 


A telegram was received from the|public schools and was married Jan. 


They bhe- 
came the parents of a daughter, Carol 
Evon, now four years old. 

Radis’ father, Thomas Vise, now 
lives at Sunnyside, Wash., and his 
mother, Mrs. Etta Vise, lives at 220 
West King street, Garrett. Also sur- 
viving are one sister, Margie, who 
lives with her mother, and five broth- 
ers, Ronald Vise of Covina, Calif., 
Gale Vise of 1201 South Randolph 
Street, Garrett, Kenneth Vise of 
Pleasant Lake, Vernon Vise of Fort 
Wayne and Baxter Vise of 418 North 
Franklin street, Garrett. 

Pyt. Vise was a brakeman for the 
B. & O. two years before entering 
the army. 


The widow and her little daughter 


he was all right, but seasick. Petes Suna ; 
P ‘ ie went to nicago Sunday to make a 
Radis was born at Mishawaka Sept. brief visit with Mrs. Vise’s mother, 


16, 1922, and the family moved to Gar-| Mrs Treva Sally. Her father, Wm. 
rett 15 years ago. He attended the|Gulick, lives in Auburn. 
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LIFE OF PFC. GLEE 
EBERSOLE SAVED 
BY FINGER RING 


Pfe. Glee Ebersole, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. E. Ebersole of 601 East 
King street, Garrett, was wounded 
in the fighting on Okinawa island, 
according to word received from 
him by his parents Monday. 

Glee said: he suffered wounds and 
that if it hadn’t been a ring on his 
finger he would have been killed. | 
He said his legs are partially para- | 
lyzed, but he is able to walle. He was 4 
hurt in May. 

The young soldier is” “2 aren in 
a hospital on EBiak island, near New 
Guinea. He was graduated from the 
Garrett high school two years ago 
and left for the Pacifie last Janu- 
ary, being stationed at first in the 
Philippines. 


PVT. RADIS A. VISE 


In civilian life this Garrett youth 
lived with his wife, Harriet, ’and little 
daughter, Carol Evon, at 210 West 
King street and he was killed in action 
in France Feb. 3. He entered the 
army last August and left home Jan. 
1 to go overseas. He was 22 years old 
and leaves besides his wife and daugh- | 
ter is parents, one sister and five 
‘others, 


AIR CADET’S FUNERAL 


AIR CADET JOHN M. WEAVER 


Services were held Tuesday after- 
nocn at the Biilows funeral home in 
Akron, 0O., for Air Cadet John M. 
Weaver, 19 year old son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Weaver of Akron, formerly 
of Garrett, who was killed in an air- 
plane accident Friday,, Aug. 27, near 
Newport, Ark. Burial was made in 
Rose Hill cemetery, Akron. Those 
from Ga.iett who attendsu the final 
rites “ere Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Lung, 
Mrs. E. 4. Crow and three children, 
Barbara, Conna and Dorothy. Mrs. A. 
W. Gailatin, Mrs. Harry B. Hill and 
Mrs. Harry E. Wert. Mrs. Crow and 
her children remained to visit Mr. and 
Mrs. H. H. Strome and other friends 
in Akron. 


Weaver of Willard, O. 


— 


YOUNG JOHN M. 
WEAVER DIES IN 
AIRPLANE CRASH 


John.Marvin Weaver, 19, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Weaver of Akron, O., 
formerly of Garrett. was killed in an 
airplane crash last Friday near New- 
port, Ark., where he was in training 
as a pilot in the army air corps. | 

The youth and another pilot were 
flying eight miles northwest of the 
Newport army training school when 
the accident took place. 

Final rites will be held Tuesday at 
the Billows funeral home in Akron, 
the Rev. W. R. Bryerton, pastor of 
Westlawn Methodist church, officiat- 
ing, with interment in Rose Hill cem- 
etery, Akron. 

John entered the service last April 
8 and had completed his pre-flight 
training and was in basic training, 
expecting to complete advanced train- 
ing in November. He was an engineer- 
ing student at Akron university in 
his third year when he was called 
from enlisted reserves to active ser- 
vice. He wags a member of Lone Star 
fraternity and a graduate of Buchtel 
high school at Akron. 

John was born Feb. 17, 1924, at the 
home of his grandparents at 206 South 
Cowen street, Garrett. The family 
holds membership in the Garrett 
Methodist church. Carl Weaver is a 
B&O accountant and the family moved 
to Akron about ten years ago. Sur- 
viving besides the parents is a sister, 
Joan, and a grandfather, John B. 


KEEPS EM FLYING 


——— 


The following information has 
been received by The Clipper from 
an air service command depot in Eng- 
land: 

“High praise from his commanding 
general opened 1945 overseas for Pfc. 
Harry G. Bohler of 910 South Ran- 
dolph street, Garrett. Serving in a 
vast modification hangar at this air 
service command depot, he and his 
fellow soldiers set an all time record 
in 1944 by sending into action more 
than 7,500 front tine aircraft. 

“Commending their battle-backing 
efforts, Brigadier General Morris 
Berman of San Antonio, Tex., de- 
clared: ‘Working for months without 
days off before D-Day; stepping up 
their output to meet the demands of 
airborne operations in Holland; 
sweating night and day to get planes 
into the air for every raid over | 
| Germany, these men have outdone 
themselves in the thankless job of 
backing the 1944 aerial offensive 
against Germany.’ 

“Each one of the planes he helped 
send into action represents scores of 


PFC. HARRY G. BOHLER 


| 


and he’s 
type of 
in this 


completed modifications, 
worked on virtually every 
combat aircraft that flies 
theatre of operations.” 

To his many Garrett friends Pfc. 
Bohler is better known as “Peck” 
and is a son of Mrs. Ruth Bohler of 
910 South Randolph street. He was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1941 and during his four years In 
high school was active in football and 
basketball. He was inducted into 
the military service in January, 1943, 
and prior to that time was employed 
by the Rieke Metal Products Co. in 
Auburn. He has been overseas 16 


manths. 
* 


PFC. HARRY G. BOHLER JR. 


This Garrett soldier was recently 
graduated from the aircraft mechanics’ 
school at Seymour Field in North Car- 
olina. He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry G. Bohlrer Sr. of 910 South 
Randolph street and is best known to 
his friends as “Peck.” He was a mem- 
ber of the 1941 class of Garrett high 
school and was a member of the fresh- 
man boys, radio, Hi-Y, drama and 
athletic clubs. He played football four 
years and basketball two years. Prior 
to his induction into the army he was 
employed by tl.e Rieke Metal Products 
Corp. in Auburn. He spent four months 
at the air force technical school, learn- 
ing and practicing all! types of aircraft 
maintenance and repair. 
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PFC. HARRY BOHLER, 
22, DIES IN GERMANY 


Mrs. Ruth Bohler of 910 South 
Randolph street, Garrett, received a 
telegram Monday afternoon from the 
war department, which said, ‘‘The 
-ssecretary of war desires me to ex- 
press his deep regret that your son, 
Pfc. Harry G. Bohler Jr., died June 8. 
Confirming letter follows.’ 

The Garrett soldier was on guard 
duty at Saarbrucken, Germany, and 
his mother received a letter from 
him Monday morning that was writ- 
ten June 4 and 5, indicating that he 
was in good health, His sister, Har- 
riett, who lives with her mother, re- 
ceived a letter written by him June 
6, also indicating that he was in 
good health. 

Harry, who was nicknamed 
“Peck,’’ was with Co. G, 110th in- 
fantry of the First Army and three 
‘days before the war in Germany end- 
ed his outfit was consolidated with 
the 15th Army to form an army of 
occupation, He stated in his letters 
that “things are in reverse now.” 
He said that previously the Ameri- 
cans were killing Germans and that 
now they are guarding them to keep 
the Russians from killing them. He 
also wrote that he was surprised that 
so many young Germans could speak 
and read the English language and 
that ‘‘these are the ones we have to 
watch.” Rev. D. J. Dunkin of Gar- 
rett, DeKalb county Red Cross home 
service chairman, is making an in- 
vestigation as the telegram did not 
state how the Garrett youth met his 
death, 

Pfc. Bohler was born July 3t, 1922, 
in Garrett. In his last letter to his 
mother he stated that he hoped to be 
home by his birthday. He was gradu- 
ated from Garrett high school in 
1941 and while in school he worked 
during the summer vacations for the 
Rieke Metal Products Corp. in Au- 
burn, Shortly after he was graduat- 
ed from school] he entered a tool and 
die school in Chicago. He volunteered 


for the army and he was inducted 


PFC. HARRY G. BOHLER 


into the service in January, 1943. 
Pfc. Bohler received training at 


Miami Beach, Fla., and then was as- 


signed to the 46th repair squadron of 
the air corps and sent to Robbins 
Field, Ga. Certain tests were given 
to the men and he was one of a 
group of eighteen sent to Seymour 
Johnson Field, N. C., for special 
training. He was assigned to the 
21st base headquarters of the AB 
squadron and was sent to Daniels 
Field, Augusta, Ga. He left for over- 
Seas duty from Camp Kemery, N. J., 
in October, 1943, and he was at an 
air base in England for fifteen 
months. On Jan. 25, 1945, he volun- 
teered for the infantry and he went 
to France and Germany with the 
First Army. 

Pfc. Bohler was a member of the 
Garrett Presbyterian church and the 
Survivors are the mother and sister, 
24. 


‘anwRY BOHLER 
LOST HIS LIFE IN 
UNUSUAL MISHAP 


Mrs. Ruti# Bohler of 910 South 
Randolph styeet, Garrett, has re- 
ceived details ‘concerning the death of 
her son, Harry (Peck) Bohler, who 
Was a private first class in the army 
stationed at Saarbrucken, Germany, 
and who was killed in a freak acci- 
dent June 8, after the war with Ger- 
many ended. Mrs, Bohler received the 
following letter: 


| “Lt. Maurice Huddart, command- 
|ing this company, has referred your 
| recent letter to me for reply, since I 
|was.on duty at the company the 
l night your son was shot and I am 
probably more-familiar with the cir- 
cumstances surrounding his death 
|than the other company officers, 


“On the evening of June 8, 1945, 
Harry was preparing to go on guard 
|duty. As he walked down from the 
|second story of the house in which 
ihe was billeted, a rifle was accident- 
| ally discharged from the floor below. 
|The bullet struck him in the left leg, 
\Severing an artery. He was rushed 
|to the nearest hospital and given 
‘plasma enroute. During the trip he 


| Py 
| was completely conscious. 


first, an opiate was administered, 
which soon took effect, and there- 
after he spoke cheerfully of his home 
and his chances of discharge. He 
talked to me most of the way to the 
_ hospital, but lapsed into unconscious- 
ness and died before admittance. 
The doctor who examined him said 
that the internal hemorrhage which 
had resulted from the passage of the 
bullet through his body was the 
cause of his death. 

“Later that evening I took him 
back to Saarbrucken and asked the 
quartermaster office to register and 
return his persona] effects. He was 
buried in the U. S. military cemetery 
at Hamm, Luxembourg, grave No. 
290, row No. 12, plot X. A complete 
investigation was made and the man 
responsible for discharging the weap- 


GUNSHOT WOUND 
CAUSED DEATH 
OF PFC. BoWiER 


Pfc. Harry G. Bohler Jr. died in 
Germany as the result of an acci- 
dental gunshot wound, according to 
a letter received Saturday from the 
war department by his mother, Mrs. 
Ruth Bohler of 919 South Randolph 
street, Garrett. 


‘Mrs. Bohler received a telegram 
from the war department June 18 
stating -that—her -son died June 8, 
but no details were given. The letter 
that came Saturday said that the 
chaplain would send full particu- 

“Peck,” as he was well known, 
was 22 yearg old and went overseas 
in October, 1943. After Germany 
surrendered he was assigned to the 


army of occupation. 


On was exonerated. 

“Lt. Huddart requests that I ex- 
tend his condolences on the occasion 
of your bereavement and asks that I 


assure you that none of the letters 
you mention having sent have ever 


been received at this unit. Sincerely, 
‘Roy E. Lambert, 1st Lt., Inf.” 
“Although he felt some pain at ' 


Two other letters received by Mrs. 
Bohler from officers in the unit in- 
dicated that Harry was walking 
down a set of steps. Another sol- 
dier was walking down steps on the 
floor below and his~wrifle was acci- 
dentally discharged. The bullet 
passed through the steps above, 
striking Harry in the left leg and 
going upward through his body, sev- 
ering the left femoral artery. 


Pfc, Bohler was born July 31, 1922, 
in Garrett and he was graduated 
from the Garrett high school in 
1941. He was inducted into the mili- 
tary service in January, 1943, and 
he left for overseas the following 
October. He was a member of Com- 
pany G, 110th infantry, 28th division 
of the First army. Surviving are his 
mother and sister, Mrs. Chas. Lud- 
ban of Garrett. — 
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RECEIVES CITATION 


SGT. VINCENT S. ZECCA 


From an Eighth Air Force Bomber 
station in England comes the infor- 
mation that this Garrett soldier has | 
been awarded a presidential citation. 

“Zek” is the son of Mrs. Frances 
Zecca of 504 North Cowen street and 
was a member of the 1940 class of Gar- 
rett high school. He operated the 
; Shell filling station on North Randolph 
|Street before he volunteered on Jan. 
8, 1942, for service with Uncle Sam. 
He was sent to Santa Ana, Calif., for 
aviation cadet training. He was 
there four and a half months when he 
decided to take up aerial gunnery and 
was transferred to Kingman, Ariz. 
He learned to shoot all types of fire- 
arms used in Sperry turrets, upper 
and lower ball; the Flying Fortress, 
Martin and Liberator bombers. He 
was graduated from this course and 
was in the upper 10 per cent of a class 
of 130. He was retained there for 
several weeks as an instructor. 

The presidential citation reads as 
follows: “As a waist gunner, the ef- 
forts of Zecca and other combat men 
on thig station recently received offi- 
cial recognition when the First Bom- 
bardment Division, of which this 
group is a part, was awarded the 
presidential citation for ‘extraordinary 
heroism, determination and esprit de 
corps’ displayed in carrying out the 
highly successful attack on the enemy 
aircraft plants at Oschersleben, Ger- 
many, on Jan, 11, 1944.” 


TEACHES GUNNERY 


This Garrett soldier has returned to 
his post at Kingman, Ariz. after a 
visit with his mother, Mrs. Frances 
Zecca, and family of 504 North Cowen 
street. A member of the 1940 class 
of Garrett high school, “Zek,”’ as he 
was best known, took an industrial 
arts course. He was active in the 
radio and drama clubs, was a member 
of the high school band and the 
Maroon and Blue staff and played foot-. 
ball two years. He operated the Shell 


PFC, VINCENT ZECCA 
—Photo by Sheets. 


filling station on North Randolph 
street and on Jan. 8, 1942, volunteered 
for service with Uncle Sam. He was 
sent to Santa Ana, Calif., for aviation 
cadet training. He was there four 
and a half months when he took up 
aerial gunnery and was sent to King- 
man, Ariz., for two months’ training. 
He learned to shoot all types of fire-| 
arms used in Sperry turrets, upper 
and lower ball; the Flying Fortress, 
Martin, and Liberator bombers.. He 
was graduated from this course and 
was in the upper 10 percent of a class 
of 130. He was retained there as an 
instructor and later went to the cen- 
tral instructors’ school at Fort Myers, 
Fla., for advanced training, which he 
completed early in September. He is 
now stationed at Kingman as an in- 
structor. 4 


ATHLETE IN ARMY 
pis armen oO 


PVT. WILLIAM SMURR 


One of the twenty members of the 
1942 graduating class of Garrett high 
School who is serving Uncle Sam is 
Private William Smurr, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Smurr of 510 West 
King street. “Bil}” was active while 
in high school in the Freshman Boys 
club, Hi-y club, the Athletic club and 
the boys’ chorus and was a member 
of the football, basketball and track 
teams. He served as president of the 
Athletic club in his junior year and 
vice president in his senior year. He 
has been in the armed forces since 
January of this year, when he was 
sent to Scott Field, fl, for special 
training. He was graduated from the 
army air forces technical school at 
that post on May 23. He received in- 
struction in radio Operation and me- 
chanics and became qualified for duty 
as a member of a fighting bomber 
crew. In June he was sent to Maxwell 
Field, Ala., and from there to Buck- 
ingham Field, Fort Myers, Fla. Re- 
cently he was assigned to Syracuse, 
N. Y., and is taking the army special- 


university. His address is Camp C 
+205 SCSU, Syracuse Universit : 
cuse, N. Y, - a 

“Bill's” “dad” serveg’ 


in the army 
active work. 
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AIRCRAFT EXPERT 


CPL. ROBERT E. TUSTISON 


This Garrett soldier is contributing 
much to the Army Air Forces battle 
offensive throughout the world through 
his work as an instructor at Gulfport 
Field, Miss., an Air Forces Technical 
Training Command school for airplane 
mechanics. Cpl. Tustison is a son of 
Owen Tustison of 107 South Peters 
street and husband of the former 
Marilla Shreve, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Shreve of 221 South Ran- 
dolph street. He is a graduate of Gar- 
rett high school and before being in- 
ducted into the army on Oct. 22, 1942, 
he was employed by the Baltimore and 
Ohio. 

Cpl. Tustison is one of the hun- 
dreds of instructors on duty at Gulf- 
port Field, instructing an endless flow 
of future airplane mechanics. He was 
selected as an instructor for the Tech- 
nical Training Command of the Army 
Air Forces because of his demonstrat- 
ed ability as a mechanic and a soldier. 
The accomplishments of “on the line” 
mechanics depend upon the perfor- 
mance of his duty as an instructor. He 
received his training as a qualified 
airplane mechanic at the school where 
he is now an instructor. His address 
is Cpl. Robt. E. Tustison, 15374019, 
Box 1653, 9th Acd. Grp. 28th Sqdn., 
Gulfport Field, Miss. 


Fars wes | 


IN ARMY AIR CORPS| 
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LT. MELVIN SCHENDEL 


One of three brothers serving in the 
armed forces is ‘Lt. Melvin “Red” 


Schendel of the ait corps. He is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Schendel of St. 


Joe. He attended Garrett high school 
and was graduated with the class of 


1938. While in school he was active in- 


the Hi-Y and athletic clubs, played 


football in his junior and senior years, 
‘a member of the track and wrestling 
teams and served as ice President 


of the senior class. =<He “attended 
Bowling Green university at Bowling 
Green, O., for two years and enlisted | 
in the army air Corps. in June, 1941. 
He was inducted Into the service the 
following August and received his 
commission at Scott Field, Ill., in Dec- 
ember, 1942. He is now serving Uncle 
Sam as an overseas officer in com 
munications and is stationed at Pueb 
lo, Colo., with the 471st Bomb Group 
806th squadron. . His two brothers i 

service are Lt. LeRoy Schendel, wh 

is in Australia, and Cpl. Harry Schen 


del in California, 
ST | 


_ NAVY PHARMACIST 


GORDON ALLEN DILLS 
—Photo by Sheets 


Now stationed at the U. S. Nava 
Medical Center at Bethesda, Md., Gor 
don Allen Dills was recently promote 
to the rating of pharmacist mate thir 
class. He is a son of Gordon S. Dills 
of Third avenue. A graduate of Gar-| 


Tett high school; he attended Indiana’ 


university for one semester and then. 
transferred to Wabash college at 
Crawfordsvilie. He enlisted in the! 
navy last December and received his 
“boot” training at the naval training’ 
Station at Great Lakes, Ill. He has| 
been stationed * at Bethesda since! 
May 23. 


PVT. JOHN DENES 


This Garrett father, doing his part 
for Uncle Sam, is John benes of 314 
West Keyser street, who has been in 
the army since last May. After be- 
ing inducted at Camp Perry, O., he 
was sent to Camp Chaffee, Ark., for 
his basic training and remained 
there until he was assigned to duties 
at Camp Shelby, Miss., a few weeks 
ago, with the 177th Ordnance Co. 
He is a graduate of Garrett high 
school and owns John’s Tavern at 
118 North Peters street. His wife is 
the former Anna\Breidenbaugh of 
Hicksville and she and their young 
son, Wayne Allen, live at the West 
Keyser street address. 


PFC. DONALD R. SELL 
—Photo by Sheets. 


This Garrett soldier is Pfc. Donald 
R. Sell, son of C. E. Sell of 611 South 
Cowen street, and he has been over- 
seas since March of this year. He at- 
tended Garrett high school and prior 
to his induction into the army in May, 
1942, he was connected for 15 years 
with the Kroger Grocery & Baking 
Co., serving as manager in various 
stores. He was sent to Oklahoma for 
his basic training in the quartermas- 
ter corps and then was sent to Indian 
Gap, Pa. He is now stationed in 
Africa with the military police. He 
has two chiidren, Donald Jr. and Mary 
Lee Sell, who live with their mother 
near Angola. 


LOZ 


WARREN (JAKE) McCLURE S§S 2/c 
—Photo by Sheets. 


After completing his “boot” train- 
ing at the naval training station at 
Great Lakes, Ill., this Garrett sailor 
was given the rating of seaman 
second class. 
and Mrs. Ray McClure of 415 South 
Cowen street. He attended Garrett 
public schools and while a junior, he 
got the urge to join the navy. He 
observed his seventeenth birthday 
last June 7 and the next day enlisted. 
After receiving his rating he was sent 
to the Fleet Sound School at Key 
West, Fla., and has been there for 
several weeks. He completed that 
training and is now awaiting an as- 
signment. 


He is the son of Mr. 


PAUL J. JOHNSON 


This Garrett soldier is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jos. J. Johnson of 700 
South Lee street. He is Pfc. Pau! J. 
Johnson and before his induction into 
the army he was employed as a brake- 
man by the Baltimore ari Ohio. He 
is a graduate of St. Joseph’s Catho- 
lic school and became a member of 
Uncle Sam’s fighting forces on Janu- 
ary 4 of this year. He took his basic 
training at Miami, Fla., and later was 
transferred to Las Vegas, N. M. He is 
now stationed at Holton, Maine, with 
the army air forces and at the present 
time is serving in the military police. 


WOUNDED IN FRANCE 


CPL. KEITH STROCK 


Mrs. Kennard C. Strock of 924 
West King street, Garrett, received 
a letter Tuesday morning from her 
son, Cpl. Keith (Casey) Strock, stat- 


ing that he had been wounded in ac-} 


tion in France and that he is now a 
patient in a hospital in England. 

Cpl. Strock wrote that he didn’t 
want his mother to know about it 
but that he thought he had better 
tell her as she would find out sooner 
or later. The Garrett soldier did not 
state how he was wounded or the 
nature of his wounds. All he wrote 
was that he was wounded, but not 
hurt badly, that he would be in the 
hospital for ‘‘quite some time” and 
that his mother should not worry. 

Cpl. Strock was graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1941 and he 
was inducted jnto the service Oct. 6, 
1942. He received his infantry train- 
ing at Camp Blanding, Fla., on 
maneuvers in Tennessee and at Camp 
Atterbury, Ind. He was sent to Eng- 
land last January. He landed in 
France on June 8. 

Mrs. Strock has another son in 
service, Pvt. Dale Strock, who arrived 
in England the early part of June. 
The two boys have not-yet seen each ! 
other, 


r 


PVT KEITH STROCK 


One of the twenty-three members: 
of the 1941 class of Garrett high school 
serving in the forces of Uncie Sam is 
Keith (Casey) Strock, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kennard .C. Strock of 924 West 
King street. At the present time, 
Keith is at home on furlough because 
of the serious illness of his father, who 
is a patient in the Sacred Heart hospi- 
tal. 

While attending high school, Keith 
was a member of the Future Farmers 
of America club for four years and in 
his junior and senior years he was a 
member of the track team. He was 
employed at the iocal Kroger store 
following his graduation from high 
school, untii he was inducted into the 
army Oct. 6, 1942. He took his basic 
training at Camp Blanding, Fla., and 
was on maneuvers in Tennessee for 
two months. Recently he was trans 
ferred to Camp Atterbury, Ind. His 
brother, Dale, who was inducted into 
the army last summer, is stationed at 
Camp Bowie, Tex., and he is also ex: 
pected to come to Garrett because oi 
the illness of his father. 


Shaw Field, S. C., Nov. 
|25 — Graduation of the 
30th class of aviation 
cadets to complete basic 
flying training at Shaw 
Field took place Novem- 
ber 20 and the group has 
been moved to advancéd 
schools where they will 
win their wings and com- pte, 
missions. Barnes 


There were fifteen men from Indiana | 


who graduated with this class, which 
has been assigned to Moody and Tur- 


ner Fields, both in Georgia, for ad-| 


vanced training. 
The class included Cadet Jack KE. 


Barnes of 111 South Walsh street., 
Garrett, Ind. 


_- 
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PFC, EDWARD J. FETTER 


These two Garrett young men are 
sons of Mrs. Mary Fetter of 508 South 
Peters street. Both boys are grad- 
uates of St. Joseph’s Catholic school, 
Edward in 1927 and Floyd in 1939. 

Edward, the eldest, was employed 
at the Tatham garage in Waterloo be- 
fore his induction at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison on April 8, 1942. He was as- 
signed to dutix at the Aberdeen Prov- 


ing Grounds at Aberdeen, Md., and 
after six weeks there was sent to 
Camp Stoneman, Calif. He left with 


his company for overseas duty in 


| way 
| months in Clovis, N. M. He was trans- 


PEC ELOY OD Aa Getler 


He has been stationed at Hawaii for 
several months and on various occa- 
sions has met Cameron Parks and 
Joseph Brinkerhoff, two other Garrett 
men. 


Floyd was employed as a brakeman 
by the Baltimore and Ohio when he 
was called to the colors just a year 
ago. He was inducted at Camp Perry, 
O., and from there was sent to New 
Orleans for his basic training. He is 
a member of the 728th Engineers Rail- 
Battalion and spent several 
in 


ferred to Fort Snelling, Minn., 


August, 1942. He is in the infantry. | September. 


‘MOUNTAIN TROOPER 


PFC. JOHN R. McDERMOTT 


Pfc. John R. McDermott will return 
to Camp Hale, Colo., after 15 days’ 
visit with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
James J. McDermott. 

Pfc. McDermott is one of Uncle 
Sam’s ski troopers and is perfectly 
capable of taking care of himself in 
any kind of weather in the mountains. 
He graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1933 and remained another 
year for post-graduate work. He be- 
came employed by Little’s hardware 
store and later was associated with 
the Retail Credit company as an in- 
surance inspector. 


He enlisted in the army Jan. 6, 
1943, and was sent to Camp Hale for 
eight weeks’ basic mountain troop 
artillery training. During this time 
he was taught skiing, snow Sshoe- 
ing, mountain climbing, packing of 
supplies and artillery on mules, the 
latter being the only means of trans- 
portation other than by foot, living, 


in the open and hundreds of other de- 
tails. 


Upon completion of the basic train- 
ing, John attended the communica-: 
tions school at Camp Hale for six 
weeks. Then came his big test. Camp 
Hale is 10,000 feet above sea level and 
located near the Great Divide in the 
Rocky mountains. The camp is situat- 
ed there in order to train men to 
perform, their duties under all kinds 
of weather and conditions, and rugged 
terrain. The big test was a 170 mile 
hike with fuil pack and supplies over 
the mountains to Camp Carson, Colo., 
near Pike’s Peak. 


John states that only mountain 
trails were used, that they crossed the 
Great Divide twice and that the jour- 
ney required nine days. It was the 
first such mountain maneuvers ever 
held by a U. S. force, as prior to World 
War 2 America did not have any moun- 
tain troops. After reaching its dis- 
tination, the unit was sent back by 
train to Camp Hale for additional 
training. , 

The ski trooper’s standard pack 
weighs 70 pounds and includes an 
artic sleeping bag and tent, parka, 
mountain sweater, several pairs of 
wool socks and gloves, rifle, mess kit, 
K rations, which are made of dehy- 


drated foods, a small gas stove and 


miscellaneous articles. ‘Much experi- 
menting is done with cifferent types 
of clothing for the men, all material 
being camouflaged. 

McDermott says that the exertion 
of always going up or down moun- 
tains keeps you warm, in fact, makes 
you perspire but that as soon as you 
stop you are immediately susceptible 


“to oneumonia. The light, warm cloth- 


ing is designed to prevent this. The 
sun is often so bright that it can cause 
a severe sunburn, while during the 
night the temperature often drops to 
20 degrees below zero. During the day 
the men wear polarized glasses and 
are supplied with a cream to protect 
their faces and lips from sunburn 
During extreme cold weather the men 
wear wool face masks. Many men 


are often unable to remain in the ski 


unit because their bodies are unable 
to stand the high altitudes. They get 
a disease called mountain sickness, 
wherein the body is unable to func- 
tion properly due to lack of oxygen. 
Nosebleeds are common occurences 
for recruits. Army statistics show 
that even a qualified army ski trooper 
is only one-third as efficient at high 
altitude as at normal altitudes. 

“I like ski trooping very much,” said 
McDermott. “The country is beautiful 
and scenic. The views.from the tops 
of mountains are indescribable in 
their beauty.” The local young man 
advises any Garrett youth desiring to 
join the ski troops that he make his 
preference known immediately at his 
induction center as many men are 
needed in this division. 

John recently graduated from an 
eight weeks’ course in another com- 
munication school at Camp Hale, his 
studies having to do with cryptography 
(the science of ciphering and coding), 
radio telephone and various other 


Continued next page 
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means of communication. He is now 
a qualified code clerk and when he is 
assigned to a mountain troop artillery 
his duties will consist of coding and 
decoding all outgoing and incoming 
messages. 


Chas, McDermott of Chicago, a 


brother of John, is in training at Camp 


Lee, Va., assigned to the quartermas- 


ter department. 


. 


SEAMAN PAUL GILBERT 
—Photo by Sheets. 


After a nine day leave spent with 
his mother, Mrs. Anna Gilbert of 116 
North Peters street, Seaman Paul Gil- 
bert returned to the naval training 
station at Great Lakes, III., Wednes- 
day. Paul has just completed his 
“boot” training and while he was very 
happy to be home on leave, he was 
equally as happy to return to his 
duties with the navy. He remarked, 
“There is nothing like it and believe 
me, i am going places.” 

Paul attended the Garr-‘+ public 
schools and was employe «y O. K. 
DePew at the dry cleaning plant prior 
to enteriny the navy early in Septem- 
ber. He nas a brother in service, Pvt. 
Robert Eugene Gilbert, who was in- 
ducted into the army in June, 1942. 
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SERGEANT HAS BRID 


SGT. WAYNE JOHNSON 
—Photo by Sheets. 


A recent visitor to his home was 
Sgt. Wayne Johnson, son of William B. 
Johnson of 301 South Walsh street. 
Since his return to his post at Buckley 
Field, near Denver, Colo., Sgt. Johnson 
has taken a bride. She is the former 
Betsy E. Freeman, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbert J. Freeman of East 
Rochester, N. Y. Their wedding took 
place Feb. 16 in Denver with the Rev. 
—E. W. Harner, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran church, officiating. A wed- 
ding dinner followed the ceremony and 
the bride and groom are now living at 
1531 Steele street in Denver. 

Sgt. Johnson was graduated from. 
Jefferson township school, Whitley 
county, in 1937 and returned to high 
school in the fall to take a year’s post- 
graduate work. He then took em- 
ployment in an office supply house in 
Fort Wayne. He volunteered for the 
army in October, 1941, and was sent 
to Camp Shelby, Miss. He was later 
transferred to Scott Field, IIl., where 
he attended the air corps radio school, 
graduating in the spring of 1942 with 
the rank of corporal. He was trans- 
ferred to Sioux Falls, N. D., where he 
served as an instructor in radio at the 
air base. He has been stationed at 
Buckley Field since September, 1943. 
He has had 50 hours flying credit on 
a Flying Fortress and received his 
crew member’s wings. He is the only 
child of Mr. Johnson. 
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ACTION IN AFRICA 


W. Sterling Ward has seen nine 
months of overseas duty. He is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Ward of 311 
South Lee street. A member of the 
1927 class of Garrett high school, he 
was a member of various clubs in the 
school and also played in the orches 
tra. He attended Indiana university 
two years and before being inducted 
into the army on April 15, 1941, he was 
employed at the Goodrich Silvertown 
store in Fort Wayne. He was sent 
from Fort Hayes, O., to Camp Shelby, 
Miss., and became a member of the 
150th F A. battalion of the 38th divi- 
sion. On Nov. 19 of the same year he 
was given an honorable discharge be- 
cause of the 38 year age limit. 

After the surprise attack by the Japs 
at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, he 
was recalled to service and was as- 
signed to duty with the same company 
at Camp Shelby on Jan. 22, 1942. He 
wags transferred June -3, 1942, to the 
727th Railway Operating Battalion and 
on July 17, 1942, was giver the rating 
of corporal. In August he was pro- 
moted to technical sery~ant. He left 
with his company for Africa In Decem- 
ber and has seen much action since. 

In July of this year the battalion 
was cited for its outstanding accom- 
plishments in the operation of rail- 
lines in Tunisia during January, Feb- 
ruary, March and April, 1943. During 
the advance through the Kasserine 
Pass in January, units of this com- 
mand reconnoitered the narrow gauge 
railway beyond Gafsa in advance of 
the fighting line and under fire recov- 
ered and removed four locomotives. 
During the German tank attack in Feb- 
ruary, the battalion remained behind 
to evacuate munitions and French 
troops from Gafsa and Motaloui and 
the last train left under machine gun 
fire at Magin Bel Abbes. 

The citation further stated that one 
element of the command, when cut 
off by the destruction of a bridge, dis- 
abled its equipment and escaped over- 
land. Later in the evacuation and re- 
treat from Kasserine and Thelepte the 
unit continued operations under ex- 
treme conditions and so efficiently as 
to merit praise from the Second Corps. 


TECH. SGT. W. STERLING WARD 


Upon resumption of the advance, de- 
tachments assisted in the repair of the 
railway, ahead of the army and under 
hazard from enemy air strafing and 
from ground mines. “The movement 
of men and munitions by the battalion, 
at times under fire on a narrow gauge 
railway with strange equipment and 
without regard for personal safety con- 
tributed greatly to the operations of 
the army at a most critical time.” 

In the last letter Mr. and Mrs. Ward 
received, Sterling stated that he was 
well and happy, but could not disclose 
his location. 
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I wv h dk t the Auburn 
“COMMERCIAL: PILOT ine en oe na 


After having 200 hours logged to 109 
his credit, which is the number of 
hours required preparatory to apply- 
ing for a commercial license, Dorsie. 
immediately began studying for his 
written exams. He successfully passed 
‘these in July, 1943, and his flight test 
in August, thus entitling him to such 
a license. To date he has logged 304 
solo hours and is the second person 
to hold a commercial license in De-~ 
Kalb county, the first being “Bill” 
Fitzsimmons of 513 West 20th street, 
Auburn. 

On January 24, 1943, Pilot Likens - 
was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Civil Air Patrol, Squadron No. 
523-3, Auburn, his duties being com- 
munications officer and ground sehool 
instructor. 

‘At the present time, Lt. Likens is 
an employe of the Warner Automotive 
Parts Division at Auburn. His first 
passenger was his wife, who was for- 
merly Kathryn Pence, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry F. Pence of 1201 
South Cowen street, Garrett. 


Dorsie A. Likens of 100% West 
: King street. Garrett, a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. EB. O. Likens of 216 East 17th 
street, Auburn, has become the recip- 

ient of a commercial pilot’s certificat 

from A. J. Behrens, aeronautical ifs 
spector of the Civil Aeronautics Ad: 
ministration at Bendix Field, South 
Bend. Mr. Likens hag always been 
interested in flying and on May 28 

1942, purchased a ‘Taylor Cub, 40 hp. 
plane, and began training under the 
direction of Ford M. Herni, instructor 

at the Tri-State airport, Angola, solo- 

ing June 12, 1942. He later sold his 
plane and invested in a Piper Cub 
Franklin J 3-F5, 50 h.p., which plane! 


PFC. KENNETH PEPPLE WAS 
WOUNDED IN FRENCH BATTLE 


can a Pepple of 105 South 
r Street, Garrett received 
ve from the war department Tues- 
ay that her husband, Pfc. Pepple 
ae slightly wounded in France. No 
ates. were given. Kenneth entered 
e army in September, 1943 
LT. DORSIE A. LIKENS has been overseas since April ay 
eee, See cet bate @ carpenter by trade and before go 
a into the military service he 
aeecn with his father, Chester Pep- | 
ee: soldier’s wife and their lit- 
e laughter, Joyce Marie, are resid- 
ing in the Chester Pepple home 


HOME ®N FURLOUGH 


SGT. PAUL ANDERSON 


Being in the army is a family tradi- 
tion with this Garrett soldier, his four 
great grandfathers having served in 
the Civil war. 
Mozelle Griffith of Altona. Paul at- 
tended St. Joseph’s Catholic school, 
from which he was graduated in 1942 
He was employed by the Parrot Pack- 
ing Co. in Fort Wayne before he was 
inducted on Jan. 12, 1943. He re- 
ceived his basic training at Miami 
Beach, Fla., and then was transferred 
to the guard squadron at Ardmore, 
Okla. Later he transferred to the 
army air forces and took special train- 
ing to become an aerial gunner. He is 
now stationed at Pyote, Tex., and ar- 
rived in Garrett Friday to visit his 
mother until Wednesday. His _ sis- 
ter is the wife of Staff Sgt. Kenneth 
Barry, who is Stationed at Gowan 
Field, Boise, Ida., and Paul has a half 
brother, John Lee Griffith, who lives 
with his mother. His grandmother, 
Mrs. Josie Davis, also lives in Altona. 
The four great grandfathers who 


He is a son of Mrs. - 


served in the Civil war were Robert 


Harper Ross and George W. Da-is of 
Altona and Calab Anderson and James 
Quinn, who lived in Whitley county. 
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THREE CITATION 
AWARDED TO SGT. 
PAUL ANDERSON 


Mrs. Mozelle Griffith of Altona Wed- 
nesday received from her son, S/Sgt. 
Paul Anderson, an Air Medal awarded 
to him for service in the army air 
corps. 

Sgt. Anderson is a tail gunner on a 
Flying Fortress and took part in the 
invasion of France. He wrote that he 
had completed 26 missions, with only 
four to go entitling him to a furlough, 
he hoped. He received three citations, 
one being for his first five missions, 
the second being the Air Medal and 
the third, two oak leaf clusters. 

According to the citations, they 
were for “exceptionally meritorious 
achievement while participating in 
heavy bombardment missions over 
enemy territory. The courage and 
coolness displayed by this enlisted 
man refiects great credit upon himself 
and the armed forces of the United 
States.” Officers signing the cita- 
tions included Major Lee May. 

Sgt. Anderson related that he and 
Sgt. Philip VanDerbosch have “chow” 
together every day and that they were 
two “very happy American soldiers” 
when they met. Sgt. VanDerbosch, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. H. H VanDerbosch 
of 517 East Edgerton street, is an 
aerial engineer and gunner. 

Paul has been in the army since 
January, 1942, and overseas four 
months. He is 19 years old. 


Liv 


LT. KEITH W. MURRAY 


Mrs.. Keith W. Murray of 409 
South Cowen street, Garrett received 
the following message from. the 
War department: “I regret to in- 
form you that the commanding gen- 
eral of the European area reports 
your husband, Lt. Keith W. Mur- 
ray, missing jm action since Sept. 
6, If further details or other infor- 
mation of his status are received, 
you will be promptly notified.” 

The message arrived in Garrett 
Tuesday night. 

Mrs. Murray and Keith’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Murray of North 
Randolph street extended, Garrett, 
received letters from Keith dated 
Sept.,4, and it is known he was lo- 
cated in England. He was a bom- 
bardier and had been overseas four 
months. 

After graduating from the Garrett 
high school in 1937, Keith attended 
Purdue university and Manchester 


college. He enlisted in the armed 
forces in January, 1941, and for al 
period of time was stationed at Fort! 


Knox, Ky. He was later sent to Baer: 


Field, mear Fort Wayne. In March, 
1942, he went to Santa Ana, Calif., 
to take special training as a flying 
cadet, a 

He was graduated Sept. 5 from 
the Victoryville, Calif., army flying 
school as a bombardier and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant. 
Later, after special training, he was 
advanced to the rank of first lieu- 
tenant in the Army Air Forces Re- 
serve. He was. stationed at Rapid 
City, S. D., for three months and 


,then went overseas. His marriage to 


Miss Dorothy Wagner, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Wagner of 409 
South Cowen street, Garrett, took 
place in tha Garrett Presbyterian 


church last March. 
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LT.EK.W. MURRAY AIR MEDAL AND 


IS TRAINED FOR 
B-29 BOMBERS 


LT. KEITH W. MURRAY 


1st Lt. and Mrs. Keith W. Murray ar- 
rived Thursday from Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to visit relatives. They 
went to Baldwin lake, ‘Mich., Friday 
with Mrs. Murray’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. J. Wagner of 409 South Cowen 
street, and will return to Garrett Wed- 
nesday. Lt. Murray is to leave a week 
later to report at Salina, Kan. 

Lt. Murray just completed a course 
in gunnery at Lowry Field, Colo., and 
was a member of the first class in the 
United States to graduate from the 
new B-29 Super Flying Fortress school. 
There were only séventy-eight men 
chosen to enter this first class. The 
B-29 bombers are Uncle Sam’s new 
giants of the sky that recently flew 
from bases in China and bombed 
Japan. 
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PURPLE HEART TO 
LT. KEITH MURRAY 


Bearing tour decorations, Lt. 
Keith Murray, a bombardier in the 
U. S. Army Air Forces, reached his 
home in Garrett Friday. He has been 
relieved from combat flying and will 
be assigned to other duties. 

Having been wounded.twice, Lt. 
Murray was awarded ¢he Purple 
Heart with Oak Leaf cluster, and for 
his part in missions over enemy ter- 
ritory he was given the Air Medal 
with Oak Leaf cluster. He was sent 
to England last spring. During a 
raid in May a bullet from a German 
plane grazed his left temple and af- 
fected the sight of the eye. He was. 
hospitalized about a month, but re- 
covered and returned to duty. 

On a big raid over Stuttgart, Ger- 
many, Sept. 6, Lt. Murray was one 
of a crew on a Flying Fortress that 
was attacked by several German. 
fighters and it was badly ‘“‘shot up.” 
A command was given to “bail out’ 
and the crew all managed to leave 
the ship safely. However, Lt. Murray | 
was “blown out.” The altitude was 


then 18,000 feet and he did -not suc- 
ceed in pulling the rip cord of his | 


parachute until he had dropped 17,- 
000 feet. 5 

While he was still in the plane, 
bullet fragments from a 20 mm. gun 
sprayed his arms and chest. These 
were later removed from the skin 
and flesh without serious results. Lt. 
Murray declined to reveal how he 
got back to his base, but he eventual- 
ly returned to England. He was 
granted a 20-day leave, besides travel 
time, and he crossed the Atlantic to 
the United States in a big plane. 

Lt. Murray thinks he will be all 
Tight again after he rests. He will 
report at Miami Beach, Fla., Jan. 8 
for further rest and then will be as- 
signed to new duties. He will be ac- 
companied to Florida by his wife, 
the former Dorothy Wagner of 409 
South Cowen street, Garrett. His 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. 
Murray of North Randolph street ex- 
tended, Garrett. 
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Lt. Murray enlisted in the armed 
forces in January, 1941. In March, 
1942, he went to Santa Ana, Calif., as 
a. flying cadet and in September, 1942, 
he graduated from the Victoryville, 
Calif., army flying school as a bombar- 
dier, being commissioned a second 
lieutenant. Later he was advanced to 
a first lieutenant’s rating. He was 
stationed at Rapid City, S. D., for three 
months and then went to England. 

The Garrett bombardier was re- 
ported missing in action over Europe 
on Sept. 6, 1943. Two months later he 
was reported safe and he returned to 
duty. A short time afterward he came 
home and was reassigned. 


PTT TTS kee fey 


LT. KEITH MURRAY 
RETURNS TO DUTY 
AS BOMBARDIER 


Messages conveying the news that 
Lt. Keith W. Murray, who was re- 
ported missing Sept. 6, has returned to 
duty were received Saturday by Gar- 
rett relatives. 


The telegrams were addressed to Lt. 
Murray's wife, Mrs. Dorothy Murray, 
who lives with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Wagner of 407 South 
Cowen street, and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. A. Murray of North Randolph 
street extended. They were sent by 
the adjutant general’s office at Wash- 
ington. 

Lt. Murray has been stationed in 
England for the last six months and 
Was believed to have taken part in a 
big raid over Germany at the time he 


was reported missing. He was a mem- 


ber of a Flying Fortress crew. 
Dennis McDarby, a former Auburn 


youth, is a prisoner of the Germans, | 


according to word received Friday 


night by his mother, Mrs. Virginia Mc- | 


Darby of St. Louis. He was the pilot 


of a Flying Fortress and had been 


Missing since Oct. 14. 


| 
| 
| 
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SHOOTS BIG GUNS 
eS 


PVT. JOSEPH J. NEWBAUER 


Another one of Garrett’s young men 
who is doing his. part for Uncle Sam 
is Acting Corporal Joseph J. New- 
bauer of 2C0 South Johnson street. 
“Joe” attended St. Joseph’s parochial 
Schoo! and for three years was em- 
Ployed by the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road as a fireman. ‘ 


He entered the armed forces on 
March 2, and was sent from Camp 
Perry, O., to Camp Swift, Tex., for 
basic field artillery training. 

Cpl. Newbauer is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph T. Newbauer of the South 
Johnson street address. His wife, the 
former Aileen Bolton of Big Rapids, 
Mich., and their young daughter, 
Karen Jo, who will be a year old on 
July 25, are living with the Joseph 


' T. Newbauers. Another son of Mrs. 


wey Newbauer, Melvin Showers of 
Hammond, will leave today to join 
the armed forces. He Owns and oper- 
ates a dry cleaning plant in Ham- 
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SUPERFORT GUNNER 


SGT. JOHN H. HOCKADAY 


After a visit with his mother, Mrs. 
Edith Hockaday of 123!% South Frank-’ 
lin street, this soldier has returned 
to Pyote Field, Tex. 

Sgt. Hockaday recently completed | 
his final stage training as a meteher | 
of a B-29 crew at Pyote Field and is 
now awaiting overseas assignment to | 
do his part in the B-29 bombing mis-. 
sions against the enemy. He attended 
Parker high school in Chicago and 
was a printer in civilian life. He 
entered military service in Chicago 
January 5, 1942, and received his 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo. He was then sent to Pendleton 
Field, Ore., and later was on Pacific 
patrol duty on B-17 bombers. From 
there he entered Drake university at 
Des Moines, la., for a general course 
and took advanced training in elec- 
trical gunnery at Kingman, Ariz. He 
was adVanced to the rating of corpor. 
al at Amarillo, Tex., when he com- 
pleted a course in the electrical sys- 
tem of B-29 bombers. He is now a 
gunner on a B-29 Superfortress, 

Mrs. Edith Hockaday and her son, 
Warren, moved to Garrett from Chi- 
cago three years ago when Warren, 
a fireman for the Baltimore and Ohio, 
was sent here to work.. He is now in 
military service with the rating of 
private first class and is in India. 


RELEASED BY NAVY | **“ 


GERALD (JERRY) GENTRY 


Having been given a medical dis- 
charge from the Navy, this Garrett 
youth has returned to his home at 104 
East King street. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. Gentry. “Jerry” would 
have been a senior in Garrett high ; 
School this year, but last June de-| 
cided to enlist in the navy. He was 
18 years of age on July 4. He went to 
Great Lakes to take his “boot” train- 
ing and was injured while training 
for jungle warfare. He was a patient 
in a navy hospital for five weeks. 
After completing his “boot” training 
he was sent to Schumaker, Calif., 
which is a distribution center. Later 
he was sent to Coronado, Calif., where 
he attended a landing craft school. 
He completed that course and was 
given the rating of coxswain. He was 
assigned to the U. S. S. Neshoba and 
was to have left a few days later for 
sea duty. Upon his. final examination , 
for overseas duty, it was disclosed 
that he was suffering from a heart ail- 
ment and he was placed in a hospital 
at that base. He remained in the hos- 
pital 8 weeks and was given a medical 
discharge Jan. 19, Jerry cannot give 
€nough praise to the Red Cross. He 
Says he would have spent many a lone- 
ly hour while in the hospital at Great 
Lakes and Coronado if it had not 
been for the Red Cross. His plans 


| 
i 
| 


,at the present are indefinite. 


Visits Hero Brother's Grave| 


This soldier has been in Germany 
with the Ninth army. He is a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Virden of 805 
South Ijams street. He entered the 
service in September, 1943, and re- 
ceived his training at Camp Swift, 
Tex., and Shreveport, La. 

Jimmy left the Statés in August, 
1944, landing in England. He was 
afterward in France, Belgium and 
Holland. His duties are those of a 
truck driver in a signal construction 
battalion. He wrote home that he 
had plenty of hard work helping to 
keep the fast-moving army supplied. 
He wrote Apr. 2 that he had Easter 
dinner on the bank of the famous 
Rhine river. He didn’t think the 
river was so grand. 
sisted of three K ration biscuits and 
a can of potted ham about the size 
of a silver dollar. 

Jimmy attended St. Joseph paro- 
chial school and was employed by 
the Haynes dairy before entering the 
army. He had a brother, Pvt. Chas. 
L. Virden, who was killed in action 
in Germany last Dec. 1. The first re- 
port received was that Charles was 
missing. His parents wrote this in- 
formation ta Jimmy and the latter 
started to look for his brother. With- 
in five days he had found out all about 
him. He visited his grave in Bel- 
gium, where he was buried Dec. 12. 
Jimmy said the cemetery is nice, 
well kept, with crosses painted white 
and men working all the time to care 
for the grass.. He made notations of 
the name and location of the ceme- 
tery and can no doubt tell his parents 
now that the war is over. 

Jimmy learned that he and Charles 
were within 20 miles of each other 
for two weeks, but neither knew it. 
Charles was a member of the 104th 
Timber Wolf division. Jimmy sent 
home the arm patch of the famous 
Timber Wolves, which was given him 
by a member of Charles’ outfit. The 
parents also received letters from 


The meal con- / 


_ PFC. JAMES’ R. VIRDEN 


the chaplain and from Maj. Gen. Terry 
Allen, Charles’ commanding officer, 
who expressed his sympathy. Part of 
the letter follows: .“I feel deeply 
saddened because of our necessary 
casualties on the battlefield. It has 
been my endeavor to accomplish our 
combat missions with the minimum. 
damage to our soldiers, but casual- 
ties are part of the cost that must be 
paid by a combat division. Your son 
died a hero’s death. His memory will 
always be cherished by the Timber 
Wolf division.” 

The parents have received post- 
humously the Purple Heart and the 
personal effects that Charles carried 
at the time of his death. 


Another brother, Pvt. Chris E. Vir- 
den, is with the marines in the Pacific. 
When he last wrote he was on Okina- 
wa island. 


ET 
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SROSSES SEA IN LST 


ROGER GELHAUSEN E. M. 3/C 


Mr. and Mrs. George G. Gelhausen of 


319 South Randolph street received | 


word Monday that their son, Roger, 
had arrived in England. It was the 
first word they had received from him 
since April 2. 

Roger, a graduate of the 1942 class 
of Garrett high, made a fine record in 
high school athletics. He was nick- 
named “Hornsby” and that name still 
is used when his friends speak of him. 
He was captain of the football team 


when Garrett beat Auburn and cap- } 


; 


‘ tured the N. E. I. conference cham- 


" letter man. 


pionship. 


Following his graduation he was 
employed by the International Harves- 
ter Co. in Fort Wayne. He entered the 
navy in June, 1943, and took his “boot” 
training at the naval training station 
at Great Lakes, Ill. He was given the 
rating of fireman first class upon com- 
pletion of that training. The navy 
then sent. him to St. Louis, Mo., where 
he -received training- under the’ V-6 
Program at the Hadley Technical 
school, which is well known for ex- 
tensive equipment and is staffed by a 
naval officer personnel of 40 instruc- 
tors and 37 civilian instructors. Selec- 
tion of “Hornsby” to attend this school 
was made on the basis of aptitude test 
scores. The course of study included 
the practical use of electrical tools, 
soldering, wiring, diagraming and re- 
Pairing of telephone circuits, also a 
theoretical phase of principles of elec- 
tricity and magnetism. He was grad- 
uated with a class of 244 men in a 
public service at the Kiel auditorium 
in St. Louis and was rated as “quali- 
fied striker” for petty officer rating of 


electrician-mate, third class. He later 


was sent to Solomon, Md., for amphi- 


‘ bious training and after making his 


rating of 3.5 he was advanced to the 
rating of petty officer third class elec- 
trician mate. 

Roger was assigned to duties on an 
LST, loading craft tank, and is the 
only electrician on this boat, which | 
made a trip overseas. An LST is a 
medium size freighter whose bow 


Opens up wide to discharge cargo. It | 


carries tanks and can also carry troops 
and other heavy cargo on its deck or 
in its vast garage-like interior. 


nl 


He was also active in track | 


and basketball two years, being a three 


and was awarded the Tri 


He studied art four years 
Kappa | 


scholarship on merits of oil paintings 


and sculptdring. He was second vice 
president of the senior class, a member 
of the executive council, the Freshman 
Boys club, Booster, Hi-Y and scout 
clubs and was a junior assistant scout- 
master for three years. He was made 
assistant scoutmaster of troop No. 162 
by the Fort Wayne area executive. 


‘ 
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FLYER FOR UNCLE SAM 


a 


_T. MARTIN RICHARD BRECHBILL 


Having received his silver pilot’s 
wings and officer’s bars at the twin- 
engined advanced flying school of the 
AAF Training Command at Pampa, 
Tex., Lt. Brechbill, accompanied by 
his wife, arrived Friday to make a 
short visit with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. M. R. Brechbill of three miles 
northwest of Garrett. 

A member of the 1938 class of Gar- 
rett high school, he was a member of 
the Freshmen Boys, radio, Hi-Y and 
athletic clubs, the band, the mixed 
chorus and orchestra and he had a 
part in the senior class play, “Green 
Stockings.” ,He served as president of 
the Hi-Y club. He was a student at 
Purdue university previous to his en- 
try into the armed forces in February, 
1943. He took his training at State 
sollege, Miss., and San Antonio, Tex: 
He was appointed to pilot training in 
September, 1943, receiving his primary 
flight training at Ballenger Field, Tex., 
and his basic flight training at Good- 
fellow Field, San Angelo, Tex. |He will 
leave Friday for Liberal army air 
field in Kansas for training as a pilot 
of B-24 bombers. 

Richard was married in May, 1943, to 
Miss Ruth Jean Hinshaw, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rue Hinshaw of Carmel, 
Ind. She was graduated from Purdue 
university in April, 1943, and has been 
teaching vocational home economics 
in Lawrence Central high school. 


Te 


Mrs. Fred Brinkman of 500 North 
Randolph street, whose son, Pfc. Paul 
Brinkman, was killed on Luzon on 
March 2, has received the following 
letter from his commanding officer, | 
Capt. Henry B. Ivey Jr.: 
_ “On behalf of the officers and en- 
listed men of Company K, 126th Infan- 
try, I wish to express our most sin- 
cere sympathy in the loss of your| 
son, Pfc. Paul A. Brinkman. ; 

“Paul gallantly gave his life for | 
his country near San Manuel in the 
Aboredo river valley, Luzon, Philip- 
pine Islands on March 2, 1945. 

“Paul was one of the leading men 
of the Third Platoon, Co. K, 126th 
Infantry, which was advancing up the 
<Sboredo ‘river valley. The platoon 
came upon well entrenched enemy. 
The enemy waited until the platoon 
was within 15 yards of them and then 
opened fire with machine gun and 
rifle fire. In the first fight that en- 
sued Paul was wounded in the hip 
but raised up to fire when he was 
killed instantly by rifle fire. It was | 
impossible to recover his body at 
that time but the area was later occu- 
pied and his body recovered. Paul’s 
body was interred with full religious 
rites in the United States Armed 
Forces cemetery No. 1 Santa Barbara, 
Luzon Island. 

“Paul had earned an enviable record : 
for himself as being-an outstanding | 
soldier. His achievements won the 
admiration of the entire company and 
will continue to be an inspiration to 
the rest of us to do as well. He was 
a very popular member of the com- 
pany and his loss has been felt deep- 
ly by all of us. We share your sor- 
row and extend to you our deepest 
sympathy. If I can be of any further 
service to you, please feel free to 
write to me at any time.” 
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ROBERT WISE, 21. 
DIES IN MEMPHIS. 
‘NAVAL HOSPITAL 


The death of Robert Eugene Wise, 
.@ seaman second class in the United 
States Navy, came as a great shock 
“to his parents, relatives and friends, 
who live in DeKalb county. A 
telegram was received Wednesday 


night from the commanding officer || 


-of the base at. Memphis, Tenn., 


con- |) 


veying word that Robert passed a- |! 
“way at 10:15 Wednesday morning as; 


the result of a blood clot. * 

The deceased sailor was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wise of Keyser 
~ township, residing two miles west of 
. Auburn, He was a graduate of the 
_Auburn high school of the class of 
_ 1942, 


Robert submitted to an operation 
.at the Memphis base on Feb. 2 
~@t 10 a. m, for an internal rupture. 
_He passed through the operation 
.Satisfactorily and .apparently was 

well on the road to,recovery. His par- 
ents had received three letters and a 
-card from him since the operation 
-<and all reported that he was making 

rapid recovery. In a card written 
- Monday of last week he advised that 
_he was getting along fine and he ad- 

vised his mother not to make the trip 
~to Memphis to see him, declaring 
“sthat she could visit him only for two 
“hours on Sundays and that the base 
-ds located 18 miles in the country. 


This was the last word until the . 


“telegram arrived stating that he was 
«dead. 


y¢ 


_, | SNaval Air technical training school. 
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“Robert was born in Keyser town- 
vakip on June 27, 1923, and he was 
_21 years of age. He had resided all of 
“his life in DeKalb county with the 
“exception of nine months when his 
_parents lived at Bremen, Ind. He at- 
‘ ¢ended the district school at North 
Keyser and :after completing the 

eighth grade entered the Auburn 
rhigh school, graduating in that city. 
i He then entered Ohio State univer-| 
malty: ‘at (Columbus, Ohio, where he 
studied to become’a veterinary doc- 
‘tor, After a year at the university he 
»enlisted last June in the U. S. Navy 
'Sbut .was not called until Sept. 19, 
1.1944, He first was sent to the Great 

Lakes Naval Training station in Illi- 
‘ “mois and then was selected for spe- 
x. ~cialized training on the basis of his 
© ssplendid record in ‘boot training.” 
| After 10 weeks at Great Lakes he 
* was home on furlough and then was 
| sent to Memphis where he was in the 


) ‘This was a course of sixteen weeks 
‘) after which he expected to be sent | 
“. voverseas. 
Robert is survived by his parents, 
-) his grandfather, Alva Gushwa of 
_/:southeast of Auburn, and two grand- 
“-mothers, Mrs. Cora Stomm of Fair- 
field township and Mrs. Anna Wise 
t prot 416 West Seventh street, Auburn. 
' He -was baptized in the Methodist 
-church at Huntertown but attended 
“ the Christian church in Auburn be- 
‘fore he entered the service. During 
his Sab school career in Auburn he 


continu ed 


| was active in 4-H club work. . 

The father of Robert is engaged in 
farming and is also a brakeman on 
the B. & O, railroad. He was out on 
his run Wednesday when the tele- 
gram arrived conveying the sad news 
of his son’s death and did not learn 
that he passed awgy until he arrived 
at Garrett shortly after midnight. 

The body arrived in Auburn Satur- 
day at 12:22 a.m. via the Baltimore 
& Ohio railroad, accompanied by Gene 
Wattier, an Auburn boy and a friend 
of the deceased, who is also a seaman 
second class at the Memphis base. A 
‘group from the Auburn post of the 
American Legion was at the station 


and it went; with,the funeral party to. 


the home of the deceased youth’s 
parents. 

A military funeral will be held for 
Robert on Monday afternoon. Short 
services will be held at the late home 
at 1:30, followed by rites at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran church in Auburn at 2 
o’clock. Pallbearers will be young 
men in the service who are now at 
home on leave or furlough. The col- 
ors will be posted at the church dur- 
ing the service and an honor guard 
will stand during the rites. Seaman 
Gene Wattier will present the flag, 
Rey. A. K. Trout, pastor of St. Mark’s 
church, will officiate. Burial will be 
‘made in Woodlawn cemetery. Mili- 
‘tary rites at the grave will be under 
‘the direction of the Legion. 
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ROBERT E. WISE 


Robert E. Wise, seaman second 
class, was buried in Woodlawn ceme- 
tery in Auburn following a military 
funeral. He was 21 years of age and 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wise, 
of northeast of Garrett. The sailor 


‘died at the naval base at Memphis, 


Tenn., when a blood clot developed 
following an operation. 


-_—_—————— 
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Brothers Are Bluejackets 


5 MELVON AND ROBERT MOODY 


Two more Garrett brothers serving 
in Uncle Sam’s navy are Melvon and 
Robert Moody, sons of B. L. Moody of 
216 West Houston street. Both are 
graduates of Garrett high school. Mel- 
von was employed at DePew’s dry 
cleaning plant before he enlisted in 
the navy August 22, 1942. Upon com- 
pleting his “boot” training at Great 
Lakes, IIl., he was transferred to Chel- 
sea, Mass., and later to Boston and 
after special training, he was given the 


rating af pharmacist mate secénd|Lakes. 


class. Robert took employment with 
Gerig Furniture Corp. following his 
graduation from high school, where he 
gained recognition in writing theses, 
one of which was “Moody Home for 
the Moody.” He was sworn into the 
navy last July and completed his 
“boot” training at Great Lakes, in 


September, receiving the rating of 
first class petty officer and master at 
arms.. He is still stationed at Great 


} 
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ATHLETE IS A SAILOR 
fuitladaene Pate 


CHAS, EUGENE SOUDER s 1/C 
—Photo by Sheets 


Just a year ago July 16, this Gar. 
rett youth was sworn into the navy 
and now has the rating of seaman 
first class.. He is a-son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. L. Souder of 500 South Walsh 
street and was a member of the 1943 
class of Garrett high school. “Gene” 
Was interested in athletics.. He was 
a member of the track team two years, 
the football team two years and 
Played on the basketball team three 
years. He was also a member of the 
high school band and the drama and 
booster clubs. He was 19 years old 
last March 19, 

“Gene” was employed in the main- 
tenance of way department of the 
B. & O. before he entered the service 
of Uncle Sam and he is one of the 
27 members of his high school class 
serving in the armed forces. He re- 
ceived his “boot” training at Great 
_Lakes, IIL, and took’ advanced train- 
jing in Signaling at Norton Heights, 
Conn. He was stationed for six 
weeks at the navy yard at Brooklyn, , 
N. Y., and in MarcH was assigned to 
duties aboard ship. Qn June § he re- 
turned to his base, faving completed 
|a trip to Porto Rico. He now has the 
following address: S, M. U. S.A, Les 
Cuba, Armed Guard Center, New Or. 
\leans, La. 
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ON DUTY IN HAWAII 


FRANK TAYLOR s 3/C 


The wife of this seaman is the for- 
mer Elizabeth DeParis of Altona and 
She arrived last week from her home 
in Hastings, Mich., to live with her 
Parents for the duration, Seaman 


now in Hawaii. _ Before entering the 
Service of Uncle Sam he Owned and 
operated a shoe repair Shop in Hast- 


Wins Distinguished F lying ( Cross, 


A letter received Wednesday morn- 
ing by the parents of the above sol- 
dier, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. VanDerbosch 
of 517 East Edgerton street, advises 
them that on August 14 he was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. He is with the Eighth Army 
based in England and is an aerial 
engineer and gunner on a bomber 
Known as “The Skylark.” Phil had 
previously been awarded the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf clusters. He also 
stated in the letter that he had com- 
pleted 30 missions and added “We are 
rejoicing and very happy. Maybe 
you can guess why, but | cannot tell 
you anything.” His parents are of 
the opinion that inasmuch as he has 
completed 30 missions, he may be en- 
route home. 

Phil attended Garrett high school, 
taking an industrial arts course. He 
wag a member of the Freshmen Boys’ 
club, the Hi-Y club, boys’ chorus and 
athletic club and he played basket- 
ball and football four years. He 
served as president of the Hi-Y club 
when he was a senior and captain of 
the football team. the same year. He 
had the leading part in the senior play 
“Song of My Heart.” He was grad- 
uated in 1942. He will be twenty-one 
years of age Saturday. 

For several months prior to enter- 
ing the armed forces Sgt. VanDer- 
bosch was employed in Detroit in the 
engineering department of the Fisher 
Body Co. He was inducted on Decem- 
ber 28, 1942, and took his basic train- 
ing at Miami Beach, Fla. He was sent 
to Harlington, Tex., to a gunnery 


S$/SGT. PHILIP R, VanDERBOSCH 


school and received his silver wings 
on March 23, 1943. He then entered, 
the army air force mechanics school) 
at Amarillo, Tex., and was graduated | 
on August 25, 1943. Later he went to, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, where he took | 
B-17 bomber training, and then was) 
stationed at Pyote, Tex., Dyersburg, ; 
Tenn., Kearney, Neb., and Langley 
Field, N. Y. He left for overseas 
from the east coast in March of this 


year and landed in England. 
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OUT OF ARMY | 


PVT. JOE LEE HARROLD 


given a medical discharge from the 
army and returned from a hospital at 
Daytona Beach, Fla., to the home of 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John L.! 
Harrold of Cedar, Butler township. 


This DeKalb county youth has been | 


Joe attended Garrett high school 
until 1940, when he left school to as- 
Sist his parents with the farm work. 
He entered the army Sept. 20, 1943, 
and received his basic training at 
Camp Wheeler, Ga. While there he 
decided to join the paratroopers and 
took some training at Camp Wheeler, 
and later was sent to Fort Benning, 
Ga. He was making his last practice 
parachute leap from an airplane in. 
July, 1944, when he was injured. He! 
was found unconscious from a brain 
concussion but neither he nor the 
army authorities know how the acci- 
dent happened. For five weeks he was 
a patient in a hospital at Fort Ben- 
ning and was transferred to the Welsh 
convalescent hospital at Daytona 
Beach Aug. 19, remaining there until 
his release. 

His wife, the former Kathleen 
Berkes of Avilla, and their young son, 
2 years old, had lived at Daytona 
Beach since June 1, 1944, and returned 
home with him. 


MILITARY STUDENT 


CADET RICHARD F. BUCHMEIER 


This DeKalb county youth having 
completed his junior high school 
| work last year in the Garrett public 
schools, is now a student in the Marm- 
ion Military Academy at Aurora, III. 
He is a son of Mrs. Belva Buchmeier 
of 219 South Randolph street and for 
several years had made his home 
with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. A, Hixson, five miles southwest of 
Garrett. 

“Dick” is taking a four year course 
at the academy. His two brothers 
are serving with the armed forces. 
Capt. Joseph A. Buchmeier of the 
medical corps is on a hospital ship 
and has been in the U. S. service 
since June, 1943. He joined the army 
Shortly after receiving his M. D. de- 
gree. His wife and their two 
children are living with her parents 
near Cutler, Ind. Major Geo T. 
Buchmeier of Detroit has been in the 
army three years and at the present 
is with the Eighth Air Force in 
England. In civilian life he is a 
civil engineer. Dick has one sister, 
Mrs. Chas. Bush of New Albany, 
Ind., the -former Mary Alice Buch- 
meier. Before her marriage a few 
weeks ago, she was engaged in pri- 
vate practice as a registered nurse at 
Sacred Heart Hospital. 
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JAP BULLET WENT 


THROUGH ROBT 
WOODWARD’S LEG 


Mr. and Mrs. Buford Woodward of | 
re- ff 


‘914 West King street, Garrett, 
ceived a telegram Tuesday from thet 


war department stating that their | 


son, Pvt. Robert J. Woodward, was, 
seriously wounded on Okinawa .‘on- 


April 4, Mr. and Mrs. Woodward al- 
so received the following letter from 
their son the same day, which was 
written on Red Cross stationery: 


“It’s pretty hard to write lying on 


my back but I’ll do my best. You‘al- 


ready know that I was wounded in 
action. so I’ll attempt to tell you | 


what happened, 

“The Japs got a little rough with 
us and I got a slug in the right leg 
just a fraction of an inch above the 
inside ankle bone. The bullet went 
clean through my leg, so that was a 
little better, It cut several tendons 
and clipped the tibia bone. At first 
it didn’t look so bad, but they op- 
erated on it and cut the dead flesh 
away and that made it look bigger. 
Yesterday they took me to surgery a- 
gain. I don’t know what they did be- 
cause I-was put to sleep and I now 
have a cast from my toes to my hip. 
O well, enough of that. I got off 
easier than I expected anyway. 

“IT never expected to get out alive 
becauSe I laid under Jap artillery 
fire for three hours without moving. 
One piece of shrapnel came close 


| 


enough to nick my little finger on | 
the right hand. I’ll be in the hospit- | 


al a good long time, but T’ll, be O.K. 
when I get out. One doctor said I 
wouldn’t be in the infantry any 
more so that is one good thing any- 
way. 


story again. I lost everything I had— 


pocketbook, .money and all - the 


pictures I had. Maybe, one of the, 


other fellows picked it up -for me 


later on, I don’t know. If they did 


I'll get it back, 

“Well, it’s about time for another 
shot. I get one every three hours. I 
had better close now. Don’t worry 


too much. I could write every day 
but I can’t think of much so don’t 


worry if you sats, t hear pom me of- 
ten. IF = soe he: sects + baie 

| Robert_ was "graduated eran’ the 
Garrett high school with the class of 
1943 and. he then became employed 
in the B. & O. maintenance of way 
department. He was called for mili- 
tary service-in July, 1943, and he 
received his basic training at Camp 
Haan, Calif. He received additional 
training at various other camps, The 
Garrett young man left for overseas 
duty last August, landing in New 
Caledonia. 

Robert also took part in the in- 
vasion of Leyte island and during a 
Japanese air raid he lost “all of his 
belongings, which he refers to in his 
letter, 

Mr. and Mrs. Woodward have one 
other son in the service, Pvt. James 
Woodward, who was called for duty 
last Dec. 28. He just completed his 
basic training at Camp Joseph T. Ro- 
binson, Ark. He is spending a 16-day 
furlough with his parents and then 
he will report to Camp Rucker, Ala. 


——K—— Ly J 


| wey ‘have to tell you the same old 
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IN BOMB DISPOSAL 


T/SGT. JOSEPH L. GEYER 


This soldier is likely the only one 
from Garrett assigned to such duties 
as he has been engaged in—bomb 
disposal. 

Joe, as he is well known to his. 
friends, is located at the salvage 
segregation center at Frederick, Md- 
He entered the army June 12, 1941, 
and received his basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Ark. He afterward 
was sent to Bloomington, Ill., for ad- 
vanced training and he was located 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., 
and Englewood, N. J., before being 
assigned to the disposal plant at 
Frederick, Md., about a year ago. 

A son of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Geyer 
of 504 South Harrison street, Joe was 
prominent in high school, from which 
he was graduated in 1939. He was 
a track athlete and he played foot- 
ball and basketball. He served as 
captain of the basketball team in his 
senior year. He was employed at 
the General Electric plant in Fort 
Wayne before entering the army. 

Sgt Geyer’s wife, the former Vir- 
giene Benzel, resides in Fort Wayne... 


ES 


~ HERO IN ITALY 


PFC. EVERETT BODEY 


The Fifth Army hag released a re- 
port that Pfc. Everett Bodey volun- 
tarily helped to evacuate several 
wounded American. soldiers ‘from 
territory in northern Italy recently. 

Everett serves as a rifleman in the 
85th “Custer” division. Stealthily ap- 
Proaching Nazi territory, the party of 
volunteer litter bearers penetnated 
what was described as a “solid” de- 
fense line. After finding the wounded 
men, they improvised litters of tree 
branches and field jackets and on 
these carried the casualties to an aid 
Station. They completed the all-night 
Operation without attracting attention. 
of the Nazis. 

Pfc. Bodey is 22 years old and his 
wife, formerly Georgia Martin, resides 
at 416 North Street, Auburn. He is 
the only child of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Bodey of Altona. He was graduated 
from Garrett high school in 1940 and 
was an assistant foreman for the 
Rieke Metal Products Corp. in Au- 
burn before he entered the army Dec. 
5, 1942. After assignment to Camp 
Perry, O., and Camp Van Dorn, Miss., 
he was on maneuvers in Louisiana. 
He went to Fort Dix, N. J., and then 
overseas a year ago. His unit landed 
in North Africa and then went to 
Italy. He took part in the campaign. 
for the city of Rome. He was awarded | 
the Good Conduct medal. 
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WEARS ‘B ONZE STAR: | The above picture was taken peal 
| , : Howard was awarded the Bronz : 
—— | Star for meritorious military gers 
: | vice. The presentation was made by | 
- Brig. Gen. Frank Camm, acting com- 
mander officer of the first battalion, 
370th infantry regiment, 7&th divi- 
sion, in Elben, Germany. 
Pfc. Roberts’ father, Chas. G. 
| | Roberts, World war 1 veteran, is a 
| Patient in the veterans’ hospital at 
Marion, Ind., and his mother lives at 
: | Willard. The family formerly lived 
| at 117 South Walsh street. 
| 


Howard attended Garrett high 
school and was employed in the bag- 
gage room at the local B. & O. station 
when he was inducted into the army 
April 5, 1944. He received his basic 
training at, Camp Jos.. T. Robinson, | 
Ark. He was sent to Camp Pickett, 
Va., where he attended a flame throw- 

' |ing school, and then went to England. 
| | He later was sent to France, Belgium 
and. Germany. On Feb. 6 che was 
wounded. His unit was making a 
charge when he was hit by shrapnel! 
in. the shoulders and hips. ~ Pieces 
of metal were removed in an opera- 
tion at an army hospital, but others 
cannot be removed. He is still in 
Germany. His grandfather, Howard 
A. Hinklin of 123 South Franklin 
bees is a veteran of the Spanish- 
| American war. 


ATHLETE IN ARMY | _ -ort PAUL paus 
This soldier, who is the husband of 
SL the former Doris Wilcox of 511 North 
' Randolph Street, Garrett, was a star 
football and basketball Player in Au- 
burn high school and he has made 
“} 2 record as one of the outstanding all| 
around athletes of the Army Air 

Forces. 


PFC. HOWARD C. ROBERTS 


Paul isa mainstay of the basketball 
team of the Dathart Army Air Field 
in Texas and also did great work on 
the basketball quintet of the Abilene, 

| Tex., air field. ‘ 

' Paul is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
J} Daub of 216 Cleveland street, Auburn, 
| and entered the army in December, 

1942. He and Miss Wilcox were mar- 

ried last Dec. 2 and she is residing for 

the duration with her parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. T. S. Wilcox. She is recov- 

ering from an operation for appendici- 

tis. Cpl. Daub was at home recently | 

on a 21 day furlough and now expects 
| 4 Overseas assignment. 


_ 


CPL. CLYDE E. LEWIS 


These four persons are the sons, 
a son-in-law and granddaughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Lewis of 408 
Covell street. 

Cpl. Lewis, better known as “Jiggs,” 
is smiling and thrilled as he is shown 
driving a captured German vehicle. 


i He was a combination clerk and | 
driver for a mechanized cavalry | 
group. Before joining the military | 


service in October, 1942, he was em- | 
Ployed as a crew dispatcher in the| 
local Baltimore and Ohio yard office. | 
He received his basic triining at}! 
Camp Livingston, La., and took other | 
training at Camp Hood, Tex. He 
sailed for overseas in February,, 1944, 
landing in Scotland. He went with 
his unit into Normandy and then to 
Germany. He has four battle stars 
and the Bronze Star and at the pres- 
ent time is located in St. Wolfang, 
Austria. His wife, the former Rose 
Anne Davis of Auburn, lives at 119 
Tenth street in that city. 

Technician Fourth Grade William 


In the She 


—$—$_ 


T/4 WM. E. LEWIS AND 
DAUGHTER, JANICE ANN 


| Lewis is in the postal service of the 
army. He was inducted in May, 1943, 
/and received his basic training at 
| Camp Lee, Va. He was sent to the 
|army administration school at West 


Chester, Pa., and then was trans- 


ferred to Fort Bragg, S. C. He was. 


stationed at Camp Young, Calif., be- 
fore he was transferred to Fort Dix, 
N. J., in May, 1944. He left for over- 
seas from the east coast. He landed 


in England and saw action in France, | 


Belgium and Holland. He recently 
met his brother “Jiggs” in Germany. 
“Bill” is now stationed in Nurmburg, 
| Germany. His wife is the former 
| Garnet Irbey of Kokomo and she and 
their. young daughter are living in 
Kekomo. 

Janice Ann was born July 30, 1942, 
in Kokomo. At birth she weighed 
7Y> pounds and now tips the scales 
at 34 pounds. She has blonde hair 
and blue eyes and recently cele- 
brated her third birthday. The 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Sher- 
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rman Lewis Family 


THOS. KIZER § 2/C 


| man Lewis of Garrett and Mr. and 
Mrs. Arley Irbey of Kokomo and the 
| great grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
James Jones of Kokomo, Mr. and 
Mrs, Albert Brown of 115 High street, 
Garrett, Jack Irbey of Frankfort 
and Mrs. Laura Irbey of South Bend. 

Seaman Second Class Thos. Kizer 
is a resident of Kendallville and his 
wife, the former Elaine Lewis, is} 
making her home with her parents in 
Garrett. He was sworn into the navy | 
on Aug. 5, 1942, and received. his 
“boot” training at Great Lakes. He 
left immediately for sea duty and 
took part in the invasion of Africa,’ 
Sicily and southern France. He is 
now a member of the crew of the 


U. S. S. Philadelphia, one of the ships 
convoying the U. S. S. Augustus, the 
ship that took President Truman to, 
the Big Three meeting in Potsdam 
-and brought him home. Seaman 
| Kizer’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. L. 
W. Kizer of Kendallville. 


IN RADIO SCHOOL 


DONALD MOSSBERGER, S 2/C 


This Garrett youth, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William J. Mossberger of 
617 South Franklin street, was en- 
rolled recently in an intensive course 
at the Radio Naval Training School 
located on the campus of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. Selection to at- 
tend the specialty school was made on 
the basis of his recruit training apti- 
tude tests. , The course includes the 
operation, function and maintenance 
of radio transmitting and receiving 
equipment and the sending and re 
ceiving of messages in international 
code. 


A member of the 1944 class of Gar- 
rett high school, “Rusty,” as he is 
best known by his friends, joined the 
navy July 1, 1944, and received his 
“boot” training at DePauw university. 
Later he was transferred to the Mon- 
tana School of Mines at Butte, Mont. 

His parents have receiyed the fol- 
lowing letter from the commanding 
officer of the naval training school at 
the University of Wisconsin: 

“Your son ig among a new group of 
men recently assigned here to the 
navy’s radio school. He has probably 
_written telling you of the advanced 
training which he is receiving in radio 
communications. You have every 
| reason to be proud of him because of 
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One a Sailor, 
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WILLIAM KOCK § 1/C 


“One time we were escorting some 
aircraft carriers in a task force off 
the northwestern tip of the Philip- 
Pine islands and a big Japanese air- 
craft carrier was sighted without es- 
cort vessels of any kind. The com- 
mander of our task force ordered us 
out of formaticn and to attack the 
Jap carrier. We finally caught it, 
blew it up and it sank. Not long after 
that a lone Japanese light cruiser was 
sighted and my vessel was again or- 
dered out cf formation to attack. 
That Jap ship blew up and sank too.” 


Bill, as he is better known by his 
friends, is a son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
W. Kock of 700 South Walsh street. 
|He arrived home Jan. 11 after having 
‘been on sea duty since October, 1943, 
He reports back for duty Friday. 
None of his relatives knew he was 
coming home on a leave. He arrived 
in Garrett late at night. First he went 
to the home of his sister, Mrs. Harvey 
Harding, who resides at 208 South 
Walsh street, and got her out of bed. 
They talked for the remainder of the 
night. Bill also telephoned another 
sister, Mrs. Walter Peters of East 
Garrett, and his sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Henry Kock of Altona. At 7 a m. 
he went to meet his father as he came 
from work. Mr. Kock is an venO: 
crossing watchman. To say the least, 
Mr. Kock was surprised when his son 
climbed up the ladder to the crossing 
tower, opened the trap door and Said, 
“Hello.” 

Father and son then went to the 
family residence. Mrs. Kock was pre- 
Paring breakfast for her husband and 
he came in the back door, saying noth. 


ing about Bill. A few minutes later 
Mrs. Kock had to get something from 
the back porch. _When she opened 
the kitchen door there stood her son. 
In the words of Mrs. Kock, “Why, I 
just couldn’t talk. Seeing him stand- 
ing there just took my breath away.” 

Bill, who is a graduate of Garrett 
high school with the class of 1939, has 
been in the navy since July, 19492 He 
has been on active sea duty, except for 
leaves, since the latter part of 1942. 
Prior to his being heme in October, 


| 1943, his ship participated in the in- 


vasion of Africa and the battles of 
Guadalcanal and the Aleutian islands. 
Since that time his ship has acted as 
an escort for aircraft carriers in at- 
tacks on the Marshall islands, Truk, 


;Palau, New Guinea, Saipan, Tinian, 


Guam, Aukukga, which is one of Japan 
Island group, Formosa, Leyte and the 
sea battle of the Philippines last Oc- 
tober when almost half of the Japa- 
nese navy was destroyed. Bill states 
that not once during these engage- 
ments was his ship struck by a shell 
or bomb. 


Massberger, Cont. 
his selection for this type work. He 
has been chosen because the navy 
believes that he possesses special 
abilities which qualify him for the 
important post of a radio Operator | 
with the navy. During the 20 bebo 
he will be here he will be working 
very hard. Forty-four hours of every 
week are devoted to the classrooms, 
laboratory and organized physical 
education. He must become profi- 
cient in the sending and receiving of 
code messages and he must learn typ- 
ing, radio Procedure and naval in- 
doctrination. That’s a rigorous sche- 
dule, but it is Preparing him for a! 
position of great responsibility. Per- 
haps you would like to tell your son’s 
friends what he is doing. One of the 
brightest moments in a Bluejacket’s 
day is ‘Mail Call,’ if he gets a letter 
from home. He likes a ‘newsy’ type 
letter, one that is filled with informa- 
tion about his family and his friends. 
Any encouragement which you can 
give him will go a long way in help- 
ing him in his work. You may rest 
assured that your son is receiving the 
finest training the navy has to offer 
and after that we will do all we Can to 
make his life a happy one.” 
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One a Soldier 


PVT. JOHN KOCK 
Mr. and Mrs. Kock received a let- 
ter last week from their other son, | 
John, who is with the First Army in 
Belgium. He reports that he is “Q. 


John, who is a Private in the infan- 
try, graduated from Garret high school 
in 1942. He was called to the colors 
iJan. 13, 1943, and inducted at Camp 
Perry, O. He received his (basic 
training at Camp Hood, Tex., and he 
was then sent to Camp Shenanga, 
Pa. He left for overseas May 23, 1943, 
and he participated in the Africa and 
Sicily campaigns. His outfit was then 
sent back to Africa for a rest. In the 
spring of 1944, his division was trans- 
ferred to England and on D-Day it 
landed in France. Prior to last week's 
letter, Mr. and Mrs. Kock had not 
heard from John since the German 
break-through on Dec. 16. 
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RICHARD D. WEAVER MADE 
LIEUTENANT IN THE NAVY 


Richard D. Weaver has been pro- 
moted from the rank of lieutenant 
(junior grade) to lieutenant, accord- 
ing to word received Tuesday by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Weaver 
of 417 South Peters street. 

“Dick” has won his advancement 
the “hard way.” After graduating 
from Garrett high school in 1937 he 
received an appointment to the naval 
academy at Annapolis but decided to 
enlist. He re-enlisted in November, 
1941, and he happened to be at home 
on leave when the battleship Arizona, 
of whose crew he was member, was 
sunk by the Japs at Pearl Harbor. 
His personal effects were all lost. 
Recalled to duty at once, Dick was 
assigned to the cruiser Astoria and 
he was on that ship when it was sunk | 
in a battle with the Japs in the Solo- 
mons area. He was in the sea five 
hours before being rescued. 

After this experience he was as- 
Signed to a light cruiser and he was 
promoted to chief boatswain’s mate. 
in July, 1943. In October, 1943, he! 
was advanced to.the rank of ensign. | 
For some time he was stationed in 
and near Washington, D.C., as an | 
instructor and then went to Chicago } 
and from there to Springhill, Ala.,| 
where he was an instructor in be 
control. He was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant junior grade last 
December. At the present time he 
and his wife are in Mobile, Ala., and 
he will soon leave for duty in the 
south Pacific. 
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IS RECOVERING 


{ 


PFC. JOHN L. DAPP 


Latest word received by Mrs. Doris 
Dapp of 619 South Harrison street 
from her husband, Pfc. John L. Dapp. 
is to the effect that he is recovering 
from wounds received in Germany 
Feb. 9. He suffered a cerebral con- 
cussion, but it was not severe. He is 
under treatment in a hospital in Eng- 
land. 

John is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Dapp of five miles north of Waterloo 
and he and Doris Lepard were mar- 
ried last Sept. 2. He was employed 
by the B. & O. here before he entered 
the army June 22, 1944. He went over- 
seas in December and is a member 
of Gen. Patton’s Third army, being 
the second gunner of a machine gun 
squad. 

Mrs. Dapp is residing with her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Lepard. 


STAFF OFFICER 


CAPT. RICHARD E. HOUSER 


Captain Richard EB. Houser has been 
assigned as a ground radar staff officer 
in the development branch of the 
radar laboratory, radar and radio gec- 
tion, Wright Field, Dayton, 0. He 
was recently transferred from San 
Bernardino, Calif. He is the son of 
Postmaster and Mrs. A. G. Houser of 
127% Randolph street and his wife, 
the former Joan Hyler, and their 
Young son, Steven, are living tem- 
porarily with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Omar Hyler of 600 South Frank- 
lin street. 

Capt. Houser before entering active 
service in September, 1941, was a 
junior research engineer with Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., Anderson, Ind. He 
is a graduate of Garrett high school 
énd Purdue university, .from which he 
received 2 degree in electrical engin- 
eering in 1940. He was a member of 
Alpha Phi Omega, Reamer club, AIES, 
Kappa Nu, Scabbard and Blade and 
the Purdue Order of Military Merit, 
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ENSIGN CHAS. W. BOWMAR 


Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Bowmar of 704 
East King street have received word 
from their son, Charles, that he has 
| been promoted to the rank of ensign. 
| Charles is serving his eighth year in 
the navy. A member of the 1934 
_class of Garrett high-school, he en- 
listed in 1935 and was discharged in 
1939 after having completed his four 
year enlistment. He took employ- 
ment with the Baltimore and Ohio as 
a brakeman and was granted a fur- 
lough so he could re-enlist in Decem- 
ber, 1941. He spent two weeks at the 
naval training station near Chicago 
and then went to Norfolk, Va., for 
assignment to sea duty. He served 
33 months in the Southwest Pacific 
and recently visited at his home in 


Garrett. His present address is the 
Everglades Barracks, Room 415, 
Miami, Fla. 


Mrs. Dorothy Musselman, sister of 
Ensign Bowmar, has received word 
that her husband, Merl Musselman, 
has been promoted from captain of 
infantry to major. He went over- 
seas last December and is with the 
Seventh army. He was graduated 
‘from high school at Mt. Gilead, O., 
and from Manchester college, re- 
ceiving a B. S. degree in education. 
He was teaching school at Union 
Mills, Ind., before entering the army 


Fort Bragg, S. C., and Jackson, S. C., 
before entering officer candidate 
school at Fort Sill, Okla. After being 
commissioned a second lieutenant he 
was stationed at Camp Livingston, 
La., and Camp Gruber, Okla., before 
going to Europe. His wife and their 
little son, John, are living in the 
home of Mrs. Musselman’s parents. 
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in. July, 1941. He was trained at] 


NOW IN AUSTRIA _ 


PFC. ALBERT BERTSCH 


This Garrett soldier is waiting in 
Europe to acquire enough credit 
points to come home. He is the hus- 


band of Mrs. Marie Bertsch and son 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Bertsch of 312 
South Peters street. He has been 
overseas 9 months and has 83 points 
to his credit. 
Before joining the military service, 
Bertsch was employed as a mechanic 
| at the Firestone garage in Fort 
| Wayne. He entered the army Oct. 
31, 1942, and received his basic train- 
ing at Camp Polk, La. He was sent 
out on desert maneuvers near Need- 
les, Calif., and then transferred to 
Camp Cooke, Calif. He sailed from 
the east coast on Sept. 23, 1944, and 
landed in England. He has been with 
Gen. Patton’s Third army in Belgium, 
France and Germany and at present 
is in Austria. He is a member of 
| the 11th armored division in the cav- 
alry.. His wife is the former Marie 
Neible of south of Garrett and while 
her husband is in the army she and 
their three children, Charles Fred- 
erick, Robert Lewis and Sherry Ann, 
are living with Mr. and Mrs Os 
Bertsch. 
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SGT. MILTON A. BERNDT 


Another of Garrett’s young men who 
is fighting in the armed forces in the 
Philippine Islands ig Sgt. Milton A. 
Berndt. His wife, the former Flor- 
ence Woodcock, is residing with her 
mother, Mrs. Sarah A. Woodcock of 
217 West King street. Milton is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Berndt of 
Dover, O., and he is a nephew of Mrs. 
William Stansbury of 600 South Cowen 
street. 


Milton was graduated from the Do- 
ver high school and later he came to 


Garrett with Mrs. Stansbury and 
lived with her. He became employed 
at the Stern Clothing Co. He entered 


the army April 15, 1941, receiving his 

|basic training at Camp Shelby, Miss. 

t|He received further training at various 
camps throughout the United States, 

_|becoming an instructor at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga. ' 

' Milton left the west coast ‘in De- 
cember, 1943, landing in Hawaii, where 
he remained several months. He 
was then in battles at New Guinea 
and he recently fought in the battles 
of Bataan and Luzon. He is a mem- 

ber of the 38th Division, 151st Infan- 

try. This unit was formerly known 
as the “Cyclones” but it is now 
known as “The Avengers of Bataan.” 

The regiment liberated Grande Is- 

land (Little Corregidor) off the Ba- 

taan peninsula. 

Sgt. Berndt now holds the American 
Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Expert Infantryman Badge and the 
Asiatic-Pacific theatre Ribbon with 
three campaign stars. 

Milton has two brothers in service, 
Lester, who is in the navy in the 
Philippines, and Donald, who is in 
France. 


PROMOTED TO MAJOR 


MAJOR FRED GROSCOP 
—Photo by Sheets 


Good news came to Mrs. Minnie 
Groscop of 408 East King street when 
she received a letter written Jan. 9 
from her son, Fred, in Germany advis- 
‘ing her that he had been promoted 
‘to the rank of major. He has been 
overseas since November, landing in 
England, and has been in combat since 
early in December. 

A graduate of Garrett high school 
and Purdue university, Fred was liv- 
ing at Bowling Green, O., when he was 
called to active duty in 1940. While 
|at Purdue, Fred was a member of the 
/R. O. T. ©. and was given a commis- 
sion as second lieutenant in the Offi- 
cers Reserve Corps. He was advanced 
to first lieutenant in 1938. When he 
/was called to active duty he attended 
the school of fire at Fort Sill, Okla., 
'for three months. Then he was as- 
Signed to the camp at Fort Bragg, N. 
C., and was promoted to captain in the 
field artillery in July, 1942. 

His wife and their two young daugh- 
ters, Louise and Julia Ann, live at 
Bowling Green, where Major Groscop 
as a civilian was being employed as a 
drainage engineer with the soil con- 
servation service of the U. S. depart- 
ment of agriculture. 


| 
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A SAILOR AND HIS BABY SON ~ 
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ALBERT R. KILLWORTH, F. C. 2/C 
—Photo by Sheets 


The home of the Killworth family is 
now at San Diego, Calif., where they 
went earlier in the month after Sea- 


nan Killworth visited his family in 


Garrett and hig parents, Mr. and Mrs: 


Newton Killworth of Churubusco. 
Before his entrance into the navy in 


May, 1943, Albert was employed as 


a salesman by the Holsum Baking Co. 
in Fort Wayne and the family lived in 


that city. He received his “boot” 


training at Great Lakes, Ill., and after 


a nine-day leave he was sent at 


once to sea. He was on sea duty 16 
months, during which time he took 


part in six major battles. He saw 


service in the Gilbert islands at Tara- 
wa, in the Marshall islands, at Roi, 
Kwajalin and Inewetok, in the Mari- 
anas at Saipan, Guam and Tinian. He 
was also in a carrier raid in the Palau 
islands last April. He wears two stars, 
indicating the six battles in which he 
took part. He arrived in Bremerton, 
Wash., Oct. 27, and flew to Fort 


RICHARD ALLEN KILLWORTH 
—Photo by Sheets 


Wayne, where he met his wife and 
their young son. Mrs. Killtworth is the 
former Margaret Garrison, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Garrison of 304 
South Lee street. She and her young 
son came to live in the Garrison home 
in May, 1943. 

Richard Allen is now one and one 
half years of age, having been born 
April 27, 1943, in St. Joseph’s hospi- 
tal, Fort Wayne. At birth he weighed 
7'% pounds and now tips the scales at 
25 pounds. He has blue eyes and 
blonde hair. When Dickie was 7 
months old he and his mother made 
a trip to San Francisco to visit Sea- 
man Killworth who had a few days 
shore leave. His grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Killworth of 
Churubusco and Mr. and Mrs. Garrison 
of Garrett. The address of the Kill- 
worth family is 3816 Main Street, San 
Diego, Calif. Seaman Killworth is 
attending school for further training i: 
fire control. 
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Sgt. Jack Deuitch Gains 45 | 
Pounds Since His Liberation| 


S/Sgt. John (Jack) Deuitch, a form- 
er Garrett youth who is a veteran of | 
46 bombing missions over enemy terri-| 
vwry and was recently liberated from | 
a German prison camp, left Garrett 
Tuesday after a short visit in the 
home of his brother, Norbert, at 205 
High street. 

He is now Visiting his father, Henry 
Deuitch, at Wellsboro, a_ brother, 
Walter, at Hanna, Ind., and another 
brother, Donald, at Union Mills, Ind., 
and he will return to Garrett Sunday 
for a longer visit. After a 60 day 
furlough he will report at Miami 
Beach, Fla. | 

| 


Sgt. Deuitch attended the Catholic 
school in Garrett and was graduated 
from Union Mills high school. He 
entered the army.air corps in Janu- 
ary, 1942, and went to England in 
January, 1944. He was on duty as a 
gunner on bombers and made a flight 
to cover the invasion of France a 
year ago. He met with no disaster un- 
til last Oct. 27. He was one of three 
members of the crew of an A-20 plane 


SGT. JACK DEUITCH 


, Siig perese ig eA DMSE +" laigN 
when the craft was hit by enemy fire.| soon after Pearl Harbor in order,,to 
The pilot and two gunners “bailed prevent its capture by the Japs: The} 
out.” Jack never saw the pilot and sailors on board were taken prisoner 
the other gunner again, but it was re and Richard is now in a camp i 
ported the pilot was killed. Jack) Japan. His wife and little daughter 
parachuted to the ground safely in| live at White Cloud, Mich. _— re 
| France. He had a compass and map}. ‘Another brother, S/Sgt. «Robert 
and some rations. He eluded the Ger-| Deuitch, is at Chanute Field, ‘I “4 
mans. for eight days, trying to get|and another, Carl, boatswain’s mate 
back to the American lines. He was| second class, is in California follow- 
within gunfire sound of safety when] ing a voyage into the southwest Paci- 
he was captured by German troops. ‘fic. The ship he was on is being re- 
By that time his food supply was ex- paired. Walter Deuitch served in the 
hausted. navy before the present war and 

Jack was eventually taken to a| Donald was given a medical discharge 
prison camp .in northeast Germany, | from the military service. . 
named Dulag Luft, where he stayed 
three months, but when the Russians 
were approaching the Germans moved 
the prisoners, forcing them to march 
for 55 days. One day they marched 
25 miles. Food was very scarce. The 
Germans surrendered themselves and 
their prisoners to American troops 
Apr. 26. Jack has gained 45 pounds 
in weight since then and is now in 
good health. He bears the Air Medal 
and other decorations. 


A brother of Sgt. Deuitch, Richard 
Deuitch, was a navy baker and was 
on the U. S. Canopus when it was | 
scuttled by its crew in the Pacific 


READY FOR COMBAT 
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CPL. JAMES E. GREENWALT 


Hite ¥ 

This Garrett youth, after a visit 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Greenwalt of 120 South Cowen street, 


left this morning to spend a day in: 


Chicago with relatives and from there 


will go to Lincoln, Neb., to report for’ 


further training. 

James would have been a senior in 
Garrett high school had he continued, 
but he joined the army last May 26 
and was sent to Keesler Field, Mass., 
for his basic training. He was sta- 


tioned for a time at Lowry Field, Den-| 


ver, Colo., and then was sent to an 
armament school at Laredo, Tex., for 
la ten weeks course. He was grad- 
uated early in January from the army 
air forces flexible gunnery school, a 
unit of the AAF Training Command. 

He is now qualified to take his place 
ag a member of a bomber combat 
crew. Along with his diploma, he re- 
ceived a pair of aerial gunner’s silver 
wings and promotion to corporal. He 
was prepared for his place in Ameri- 
ca’s stepped-up air offensive by a 
comprehensive course in every phase 
of aerial gunnery warfare. Besides 
learning to fire every type weapon 
from camera guns to. the deadly cali- 
ber 50 Brownings, he studied turret 
manipulation, aircraft identification, 
stripping and reassembling of ma- 
chine guns while blindfolded. He 
climaxed the course by air firing on 
towed targets. His mother was voted 
the favorite mother of the barracks 
at Laredo, that honor being given to 
her for the many “good eats” she in- 
eluded for the other boys when she 
sent food to Jim. 


STOUT HEARTED 
SAILOR 


ee 


JAMES DITMARS S$ 1/C 


. . | 
This DeKalb county sailor,’ James 
Ditmars, seaman first class, will re 
port to Great Lakes, IIl., Monday after 
spending a 30 day leave with his wife 
and young son, James C. Ditmars, 
and his mother, Mrs. Stella Ditmars 
of southwest of LaOtto. ; 
James is a graduate of LaOtto 
high school and entered the navy 
Mar. 1, 1944. He received his “boot” 
training at Great Lakes and was sent 


'overseas May 21, 1944. He served on 
| an LST in the Pacific area and won 


two citations, one at Palau and the 


other at Luzon. The citations were| 


signed by Lt. Comdr. John F. Dore, 
USNR. One was as follows: 


“For your excellent devotion and 
performance of duty during the in- 
vasion of Palau Sept. 15 to Sept. 30, 
1944, | as commanding officer of the 
Grey Raider, commend you.” The 
other citation is as follows: | 

“As‘a_ fighting member of this 
valiant crew you acted with stout 
heartedness in the great and_ histor- 
ic invasion of the Philippine Island | 
of Luzon at Lingayen Gulf on the| 
China Sea. Although desperate pilots | 
of Japanese enemy aircraft frequent- | 
ly attacked our forces you tin ieee] 
ly stood fast and performed yotir duty | 
| with | determined manliness.” _ 


a 
Seana Ditmars has three brothers 
Mand two sisters. 
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“MAJOR WINFORD NESSEL 


One of the DeKalb county soldierg 
| who retreated Safely duririg the last 
Nazi push in the Ardennes bulge- was 
Major Winford Nesse] of Richland 
township, a graduate of Garrett high 
} school, and he has written a letter 
heme in Which he confirms atrocity 
stories related of the Germans. 
| Battlefield experience of Major 
Nessel in France leads him to con- 
demn the Germans to extermination. 
His letter in part follows: 
| “Much and many things have passeq 
‘in the past few weeks, [ am back in 
‘France after Spending some time in 
the lst Army area. Atrocity tales 
are hard to believe, Even a photo 
doesn’t carry conviction. You don’t 
hear the shriek. 
See the Nazis and their victims. You 
don’t smell the flesh. Many read the 
stories of Lubin and Lidice with the 
Same unconcern that they read the 
Chicago Stockyard report. . 


You don’t actually | 


1s 7, 


was a young woman, dusted off the 
rubble and thrown the Pieces in a 
blanket; 


| a 
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Ditmars, cont: 


Ditmars, is also in military service. | 


and went to Camp Hullen, Tex., for | 
Later he was as- 
Signed to Camp Shelby, Miss., and 
went overseas in April, 1943, arriving 


Fifth Army and is a member of a 
field artillery unit, 


his mother. The 
Sisters are Ruth, who also lives at 
her mother’s home, and Mrs. William 
DePew of East Garrett. 


—— 


ARMY RAILROADER 


On April 15 this Garrett soldier will 


have completed four years of service 
with Uncle Sam’s army. He is a}. 
son of R. H. Moran of 504 South 


Franklin street. 

A member of the 1932 class of Gar 
rett high school, Dick was employed 
for a number of years in the Heinzer- 
ling hardware store. . Later he was 

/connected with the Baltimore and 
Ohio as a brakeman and was em- 
ployed there when” he enlisted on 
April 15, 1941. He was inducted at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison and received 
his basic training at Camp Shelby, 
Miss. He was assigned to the 152nd 
infantry of the 38th division and re- 
mained in that unit one year. He 
then joined the 76ist Engineers Rail- 


road battalion and was sent to the} 


east coast in June, 1942. He re- 
mained there two months when his 
unit left for overseas, arriving in Eng- 
land in August, 1942. He is now in 
France. 
The Clipper received the following 
letter from Sgt. Moran: ' 
“Since railroading is so much a part 
of Garrett, | thought the enclosed item 
of news regarding the 761st Railway 
Transportation Company would be of 
interest to your readers. gery 
“The item tells a brief story of the 
oldest operating railway company 
overseas. Three local men have con- 
tributed to the long history of this 
organization. They are Sgt. Earl 
Bishop, engineer), Sgt. Harold Clax- 
ton (engineer), and Sgt. Richard 
Moran (stores section). The three 
mentioned have been with the unit 
since its activation at Camp Shelby, 
Miss. | might add that we three have 
seen service in Scotland, England, 
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Italy and 
France and now our present assign- 
| ment with the Seventh Army and 
_French First Army, which locality 
1 cannot disclose. The unit is en- 
' titled to four battle stars and some 
individual men of the organization are 
entitled to five. Beside the commen- 
dation received from Lt. Gen. Devers, 
the organization has received com- 
mendations from other high sources 
of the army and military railway 
service. 
“The men in the organization range 


from twenty-one years of age to forty- 


A 


| 


S$/SGT. RICHARD J. MORAN 


seven. They represent a cross-section | 
of nearly every railway company In 
the States. No one particular a 


‘road has sponsored the 761st Ry. Co. 
| but the experiences that have been 


learned by this unit have contributed 
much to the training of other rail- 
'way units in the States on various 
railroads. 

“The news recently is indicative of ° 
great changes to come on the Wy SBLEES | 
Front. We here on this side sincerely | 
hope that it is the forerunner of the | 
Great Allied Victory so long antici-| 
pated by men of the services, and you! 
people at home; and that the world 
may once again regain the normal 
capacities of peace and sensible ways 
of life. Perhaps by the time this item 
reaches you we may all foresee defi- 
nitely that glorious day.” 
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ON SURPRISE VISIT 


Car 
‘Members of the Roy E. Creager fam- 


ily of 712 South Cowen street were 
surprised last Thursday evening when 


PVT. EARL E. CREAGER 


their son and brother, Pvt. Earl E. 
Creager, arrived from. Camp White, 
Ore., for a few days’ visit. He had been 
granted a furlough earlier in the month 
but it was cancelled due to his com- 
mand being transferred from _ Fort 
Lewis, Wash., to Camp White. For 
that reason the family did not expect. 
him home. A member of the 1942 class. 
,of Garrett high school, he is one of the 
14 boys of the class who are now serv- 
ing in the armed forces. While in high 
school, Earl was member af the Fresh- 
men Boys’, Hi-Y, drama and athletic 
clubs. He was a member of the boys’! 
chorus four years and the fratrare 
chorus. He played basketball and| 
football during his sophomore, junior 
and senior years and was a member of 
the track team three years. He was 
inducted at Camp Perry, O., in Febru; 
ary of this year and took basic train- 
ing at Fort Riley, Kan. Later he at- 
tended the Colorado School of Mines; 
at Golden, Colo., and then was trans-| 
ferred to Camp Fannin, Tex. He had| 
been stationed at Fort Lewis, Wash.,. 
only a few weeks before being moved | 
to Camp White. His address is 18th 
Cav. Ren. Sq., Camp White, Ore. 


GARRETT SOLDIER TAKES PART 
IN U. S. PACIFIC INVASIONS 


Cpl. Dale Haffner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Haffner of 706 South Lee 
street, Garrett, is a member of the 
592nd Engineer Boat and Shore 
regiment, which has been given pub- 
licity for its part in the war against 
the Japs. The regiment operates 
barge-type landing craft carrying as- 
sault waves, reinforcements and sup- 
plies ashore and sets up outfits on 
the beaches to handle rations, am- 
munition and water. It has taken 
part in many invasions in the Paci- 
fic during two years of fighting. I 

One of their toughest jobs was the} 
successful assault against Corregi- 
dor fort at Manila. Cpl. Haffner en- 
tered the service June 12, 1942, and 


\ received training at Fort Bragg, N.| 


<., Camp Edwards, Mass., Camp Ca- 
rabelle, Fla., and Fort Ord, Calif.’ 
He went overseas in February, 1943. 
He wag in Australia and later in 
New Guinea. The last letter receiv- 
ed from him by his parents was dat- 
ed Feb. 26 and he reported that he 
was ill with malaria at Corregidor. 
He is a brother of Mrs, Flavio Rom- 


ero of 204 West 18th street, Auburn. 
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REPORTED SAFE 


SGT. ARTHUR DEPEW 


Good news came to the home of Mr. 


and Mrs. Newton DePew, just south of 
Altona, last Tuesday night, when the 
war department notified them that their 
son, Staff Sgt. Arthur DePew, had re- 
ported at his post in the North Af- 
Tican area, safe. It was previously re- 
-ported that he had failed to return 
sfrom an airplane raid. He has been 
* seeing combat service as a waist gun- 


-ner on a Flying Fortress.- * : 
Goee 
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VICTIM OF LAND MINE 


Mrs. William F. Hauck, who resides 
with her patents, Mr. and Mrs. J. Q.| 
Walter of 500 South Lee street, has 
received a letter from her husband, 
Ist Lt. Hauck, giving the details of 


being injured-in action in Belgium. | 


He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Hauck of 407 South Randolph street. 


Because of Mrs. Hauck having had | 


a baby recently the first communica- 
tion she received from him merely 
‘stated that he had “trouble with a 
jeep” and had a broken right arm. The 
|second letter stated he had been in; 
'jured in action.. The letter she just 
‘received reveals that “Bill,” as he is 
‘better known, was riding in a jeep on 
Jan. 19 with a technical sergeant, who 
was driving, and a German police dog. 
The jeep struck a German land mine, 
blowing it and its occupants into the 
‘air.. Bill was knocked unconscious 
‘and received a broken right arm, 
broken right shoulder “and body 
bruises. The sergeant’s knee was 
broken and the dog was killed. The 
jeep was blown to pieces. 

Bill was removed to a field hospital 
and while he was there he received 
the Purple Heart medal and he was 
also awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man’s badge. He is now in a base 
hospital in France and he states that' 
he expects to be moved to a general , 
hospital near Paris. The letter was) 
written by a Red Cross worker, who, 
wrote that Bill is sitting up in bed! 
and that he is feeling fairly cheerful. | 

Lt. Hauck was graduated from i} 
rett high school in 1935.. He held jobs 
with the A. & P., Kroger afd Sell 
grocery stores and McLaughlin’s gar- 
age and then he became a member of 
the Garrett police force. He was in- 
ducted into the army at Fort Benjamin: 
Harrison April 8, 1942. He was as-| 
signed to the Sixth Armored Division 
at Camp Chaffee, Ark., where he was 
in training four months. Within six 
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1ST LT. WILLIAM F. HAUCK 


weeks he was promoted to sergeant, 
skipping the grade of corporal. He 
Spent two months at Fort Knox, Ky., 
with the clerical force and then he 
returned to Camp Chaffee. His outfit 
went on maneuvers’in the Mojave de- 
sert, Calif., during which time he was 
promoted to staff sergeant and then 
to first sergeant. It was while on man- 
euvers that he was also recommended 
for officers’ candidate school. He. 
was commissioned a second lieutenant 
at Fort Benning, Ga., July 14, 1943, 
and on May 1, 1944, he was made a 
first lieutenant at Fort McClellan, Ala. 
He returned to Fort Benning and was 
assigned to the 71st. division. He 
sailed for overseas Sept. 26, 1944, as a 
company commander of a replacement 
troop ship. The ship landed in Eng- 
land. Bill then became asigned to the 
executive officers’ staff of a cannon 
company, 112th Infantry, 28th division 
of General Hodges’ First Army. He 
participated in battles in France, Bel- 
gium. Germany and luxembourg. It 
was during Von Runstedt’s break- 
through in the Ardennes that Bill was 
injured. 

The WHaucks’ daughter is» named 
Cecilia Ann and she was born Jan. 21. 
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Seabee and Marine Brothers * 


CECIL L. GRAVES, SEABEE RANDLE R. GRAVES, MARINE 


Mrs. Cecil Graves is a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wetoskey of one 
and a half miles south of Garrett.. 
Their baby was born Dec. 31, 1943, and 
-is named Marvin Lee. . 

Randle, now a marine private first 
class, came here with his parents five 
years ago. He was enrolled in the- 
marine corps Aug. 18, 1942, and was. 
in training at San Diego and Camp 
Elliott, Calif., before shipping to the. 
South Pacific in January, 1943, with» 
the Third marine division. He was 
with the Leathernecks in the inva- 
sions of Bouganville and Guam. He 
returned to this country last Dec. 24 
and arrived home Jan. 10, remaining 
until Feb. 8. He is now at the marine 
corps base at New Parris, S. C. 

Randle wasn’t taikative about his: 
experiences in helping oust the Japs 
from the Pacific islands, but he 
brought home some souvenirs, includ- 
ing a Jap canteen, silk, sea shells, Jap 
money, a Jap book and Jap postcards. 

A third Graves brother, Leslie, re- 
ceived a medical discharge from the 
army in March, 1943, after several 
months’ training at Fort Bliss, Tex.. 


He and his wife now live in Auburn. 


These young men are sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur F. Graves, who re- 
side two miles southeast of Garrett 
on an A. J. Custer farm. Cecil is 26 
and Randle will be 23 years old Mch. 
4. Cecil is married and his wife, the 
former Berniece Wetoskey, and their 
baby son reside at 818 South Ijams 
street. \ 

Both boys were born in West Vir- 
ginia and Cecil came here in 1937 to 
| live with his sister, Mrs. Luther Den- 
nisoh of 118 South Johnson street. He 
was employed by the Auburn Rubber 
Corp. and then went to Detroit. He 
had returned to the employment of the 
Auburn company before he entered 
the navy Dec. 8, 1943. After getting 
his “boot” training at Great Lakes, 
Ill., he was assigned to the “security 
watch” until April, 1944, when he was 
transferred to the Seabees. He re- 
ceived training for his new duties at 
Camp Endicott, R. I., and was sent 
to Camp Parks, Calif., in June. He 
was transferred to Fort Hueneme, 
Calif., and then left for duty in the 
South Pacific. His first stop was in 
New Guinea, but his present location 
is not known. His title is fireman 
first class. 


Three Rose Brothers Wear 


PVT. ROYCE C. ROSE 


These are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
O. B. Rose of 601 West Houston street. 

Royce, the eldest, is now at home on 
furlough. He was a member of the 
1940 class of Garrett high school and 
is one of 30 members of that class 
who are serving with the armed forces. 
He was a member of the mixed chorus, 
the orchestra, the drama and scout 
clubs and majored in art during his 
four years in high school. He also 
served as editor of the Aeolian, the 
high school annual. He was a Boy 
Scout and cub leader and was a dele- 
gate from the Garrett Methodist 
church to the national convention of 
Methodist Youth. He was awarded 
the Tri Kappa art plaque in 1939, the 
Tri Kappa art award in 1940 and the 
Tri Kappa state art award in 1941, He 
was also awarded two scholarships 
to the Fort Wayne Art School. He 
entered the military service on Oct. 
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STANLEY E. ROSE, M. M, 3/C 
20, 1942, and took basic training at 


Camp Blanding, Fla. He was also 
stationed at Camp Forrest, Tenn., El- 
kins College, W. Va., San Antonio, 
Tex., and Camp Claiborne, La. When 
he returns to Camp Claiborne he will 
complete his’ training as station op- 
erator in the petroleum distribution 
division of the engineers corps. On 
March 11, 1944, he was married to 
Miss Evelyn Malloch of Chester, Ind., 
and she is also visiting in the Rose 
home now. 

Stanley E., the second son in the 
family, is also a graduate of Garrett 
high school, completing his work in 
1941. He was sixth highest in his 
class and was class photographer and 
was an Eagle scout. He entered the ap- 
prentice school of the General Electric 
Co. at Fort Wayne following his grad- 
uation and joined the navy on Sept,*16, 
1942, receiving his “boot” training at 


Continved 


142 


PVT. THEODORE _E. ROSE 


the Naval Training station, Great 
Lakes, Ill. He was transferred to Nor- 
folk, Va., and has made trips to Ber 
muda and Gibraltar and is now on his 
third trip to sea. A cablegram received 
|by his parents last Monday morning 
Stated “Well and safe.” 

Theodore E, attended Garrett high 
school and was Photographer for the 
Aedlian when he was a junior. After 
he left school he took employment 
with the News-Sentinel in Fort Wayne. 
He was inducted into the army on Oct. 
14, 1943, and took his basic training at 
Camp Wheeler, Ga. He received one 
of the two highest ratings at Camp 
Wheeler in code reading and was 
One of the outstanding Students, being 
chosen to enter the +sadio training 
School at Fort Benning, Ga. He made 
a record of 28 words per minute. He 
is a member of tive 23rd company, 4th . 
battalion, class 45, at Fort Benning. | 


j 


U.S. MEDAL 


TO THEODORE 


ROSE; TELLS 
OF GERMANY 


Houston street have received word 


from their son, Sgt. Theodore Rose, 
that he has been awarded the Bronze 
star. 


The citation reads as follows: “For 
| bravery and usefulness in mainten- 
ance of signal equipment for the bat- 
talion during the battle of Kesternick 
and many battles since then. Set. 
Rose, being the only. repairman in 
the battalion, had no assistance in 
keeping the radios in working order. 

Under the conditions existing in a 
, theatre of combat, work of this type is 
doubly difficult. Not waiting for the 
sets to come in to be repaired, he left 
the C. P. and went to the line com- 
panies under heavy enemy artillery 
and small arms fire to repair the sets. 
Working skillfully with very few tools 
he soon had the sets in working order 
again. By doing this he saved valu- 
able hours in not waiting for the sets 
to come to him.” 

Theodore attended Garrett high 
school and after he left school he took 
employment with the News-Sentinel 
in Fort Wayne. He was inducted into 
the army on Oct. 14, 1943, and’ re- 
| ceived his basic rtaining at Camp 
| Wheeler, Ga. He received one of the 

two highest ratings at Camp Wheeler 
in code reading and was one of the 
outstanding students, being chosen to 


enter the radio training school at Fort , 
He made a record of. 


Benning, Ga. 
28 words per minute. 
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He was sent to Camp Pickett, Va.,| 


for a few weeks and later went on | 
Maneuvers in Tennessee. He went 


The following excerpts have been 
taken from letters received from 
Theodore by his parents within the 


Overseas in October, 1944, landing in 
England. He saw _ service in 


Belgium, the Netherlands and then, 


went into Germany. He has two 


brothers in the military service, Cpl. | 


Royce Rose in Antwerp, Belgium, and 
Machinist Mate Second Class Stanley 
Rose, who is in the South Pacific. 


past month: ° 
“After being in combat 128 days 


|{ when the record for a division’s time 


in combat, without rest, is 105 days, 
Wwe seem to be taking a rest. It was 
like the super-fast life of a gypsy, mov- 
ing, moving all the time, trying to in- 
Capacitate the trapped Jerries in the 
pocket just east of the Rhine. The 
day before yesterday we accomplished 
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Rose, cont. 


our mission by joining forces with 
another attacking division from the 
north side of the pocket. Sometimes 
we would move three times a day, 
averaging at least 7 miles. Maybe we 
would see artillery guns move in if 
we were a little late in taking off 
again. The radio communication 
within the battalion was good; our 
captain (intelligence section) said he 
could not get along without it. One 
night we would sleep in a haystack 
and the next night in an apartment 
house. Our C. O. got so confident one | 
time that he sent us to the next town | 
too soon and we had to wait long min- 
utes before the riflemen and tanks 
had secured the town and scores of 
prisoners, as usual, came forth. Us-! 
ually one GI would be marching 200 
prisoners back. 


“The other day we went forward to 
set up in our C. P. to find that the 
town had not been taken yet. When 
the snipers started popping away our 
guide said: ‘I remember the road, but 
not all the activity’. When a rifle 
company commander saw us he asked: 
‘Have you men come to help us? 
We're being driven back.’ The people 
we met in these towns act very un- 
concerned. They don’t seem to notice 
there’s a war on; that their homes 
have been destroyed, that the food 
situation is critical and that we will. 
not collaborate with them as they 
anticipated. Naturally, however, 
every civilian we kick out of the | 
house gives us a hard luck story. We | 
say ‘nicht verstehen!’ I do not know 
where we are, but we are about 60 
miles southeast of. Cologne in a small 
town and it seems that we are occupy: | 
InSite. 

In a letter the latter part of April, 
Theodore states: “I can now reveal 
the deep secret about the operations 
of our division. We are situated a 
little less than twenty kilometers from 
Koblenz, occupying a small German 
town, exercising a half hour each day 
and marching. It is very monotonous. 

“We found an old lodge which had 
previously been used by the Nazis for 
hunting. In it were Many famous 
paintings and many of them were 
priceless. 


| 
| 


“You are right about the Germans. 
The one I captured said his buddies 
would not surrender to the Russians, 
but if I returned in the morning, they 
would probably be back to surrender | 
to an American. Some civilians were 
overwhelmed with surprise to hear 
that we were American soldiers. They 
thought sure we were English, be-'! 
cause the Americans are supposed to 
kill, steal, etc. The Germans have 
methodically torn down all their prop- 
aganda posters from fences, telephone 
poles and buildings, for our benefit. 
I saw one poster of a Negro soldier 
attacking a German frauline. He was 
drawn to look like a monster and the 
Germans (and soldiers) are scared to | 
a point of unconsciousness of them. 
When the Negro platoon with our regi- 
ment attacks the German soldiers the 
Germans tremble and usually cry. 
The Negroes shoot them down like! 
flies. One of the Negroes said ‘I don’t 
mind combat so much as I do when 
one of those Jerries starts crying. 
Dat’s what I can’t stand.’ ” 

In a letter dated May 3 from Ger- 
many, Theodore states: “I imagine by 
the time you receive this letter the 
war will be over in Germany. For 
the past three days I’ve been riding 
with a lieutenant out on patrol 
through the small villages and country 
roads of Germany and operating a 
radio. The division is going to give 
us a chance to go to school and take 
a correspondence course. This way I 
can get a good start for a civilian 
course at home. 

“The Hitler Youth in the small vil- 
lages cannot understand why Ger- 
mans in American uniforms and the 
American army are fighting them. 
These fellows tell them ‘We're fighting 
for all those little fraulines (girls) 
back home.’ 

“The youths are not bull headed, 
however. They can be reasoned with 
and taught by someone who can ex- 
plain to them why these German sol- 
diers will fight for America. Most 
of the people over here seem to like 
the U. S. and want to move over there 
after the war. That was the trouble, 
they liked the other countries too 
much, so much, in fact, that they de- 
cided they should have them. 

“After the war Ill either go to a 
radio school for nine months or learn 
the refrigerator trade by working for 
International Harvester Co. of Fort 
Wayne for nine months while taking 
that $150 correspondence course from 
Washington, D. C. ; 

“This semi-civilian life is adjusting 
us for the states very well. All the 
Nazi ring leaders are committing sui- 
cide before the doughboys can get to 
them. I guess they know what we 
would do if we do get to them.” 
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REWS BROTHERS BOTH 
HURT FIGHTING THE AXIS 


ANB 


CPL. RALPH ANDREWS 


Cpl. Ralph L. Andrews, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence D. Andrews of 
400 South Johnson street, Garrett, 
was wounded in action in Normandy 
and is now a patient in the Billings 
General hospital in Indianapolis. He 
has been awarded the Purple Heart: 

Andrews, as chief gunner of an 
anti-tank gun crew, was leading his) 
unit down a lane between two hedge 
rows to destroy a German artillery 
observation post when he was struck 
down by shrapnel from a near-hit of 
a German 88 millimeter shell. 
he remembers of the incident is that 
he was “hit.’’ He did not regain con- 
sciousness until he was in a hospital 
in England and was about to be 
operated upon. | 


The shrapnel struck the Garrett 
youth, who is 20 years of age, in the 
upper left side of his body, tearing a 
large hole just below his left collar 
bone, entering from the front and 
emerging from his back. The frag- 


ment caused another wound just be- | 


low the other, but not so serious, 
and the left arm bone just below the 
shoulder was broken. He is in a cast 
from his waist up. | 


All | 


only an hour. 


~ 


“ 


ROBERT ANDREWS B. M. 2/C 

Mr. and Mirs. Andrews. his sister, 
Mrs. Virgil Balliet, who resides with 
her parents, F. Dean Bechtol of Gar- 
rett, state American Legion comman- 
der, and Oscar Brown, American Le- 
Zion service officer at Indianapolis, 
visited Cpl. Andrews Wednesday. 
They were allowed to see him for 
Prior to that time his 
parents did not know the nature of 
his wounds or his condition as the 
only word they had received was 
a letter dated July 3 from him stat- 
ing that he had been wounded, urg- 
ing them not to worry and that he 


was in a hospital in England: They | 


received a telegram from him Tues- 
day morning saying he was at Bill- 
ings General hospital. 

In Cast Five Months 


Before enterting the ward in which 


Ralph is located, Mr. and Mrs. And- | 


rews were told by hospital attendants 
that they should be prepared to see 
all types of hospital cases and that 
they should refrain from showing 
any sympathy as this was the worse 
thing they could do. Ralph recog- 
nized his sister first. Mrs. Andrews 
states that the smile that came over 
his face was worth the whole trip 
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down there. She also says that other 
than being a little thin he looks fine 
and is in excellent spirits. The doc- 
tors say Ralph will be in a cast for 
about five months -and that in time 
he will have full use of his left arm. | 

Mrs. Andrews says that the ward 


' her son is in has all young boys who 


have been wounded. ‘‘The cheerful- 


ness and spirit of these boys are a 
wonderful thing to see,’ she said. 
“They make you awfully proud of 


them and a little ashamed of your- 


self.”’ 


Ralph was only 17 years old and a 
sophomore in Garrett high school 
when he enlisted in December, 1940. 
He was assigned to duties in the 
medical corps at the hospital where 
he is now a patient. Upon completion 
of his training he was given the rat- 


ting of corporal technician. He re- 


| mained there until May, 1942, when 


/he was transferred.-to Camp Pickett, 
Va., and later to Camp Blanding, 
Fla., for infantry training and he 
gave up the title of corporal tech- 
nician. From these camps he went 
on maneuvers in Tennessee, Arizona 
and California and wes then trans- 
ferred to Camp Phillips, Kans., in | 
December, 1943, with the rating of 
corporal. 


Andrews was sent overseas March 
29, 1943. His outfit was ordered to 
Normandy on June 12, six days after 

| D-day. He saw action immediately 
/as the beach where his unit landed 
| was under shell fire by the Germans. 
,After driving inland his unit was as- 
signed the task of locating and de- 
stroying mortar gun emplacements, 
Which the Germans had placed in 
the hedge rows. Ralph reports that 
the terrain is nothing but small 
fields with hedge rows around them. 
making it look something like a 
patch quilt. The hedges are ideal for 
sun emplacements and present a dif- 
ficult problem for the advancing Al- 
lies. 


‘ing craft when the Marshall Islands 


In order to direct the fire of their 
guns, the Germans -have_ observa- 
tion towers in the fields. On June 
24 Ralph and his gun crew were ‘‘out 
to get one of these towers.’’ Ralph 
was leading his men and was about 
fifteen feet in front of them_when 
the shell landed, wounding him. 
Ralph learned that he was the only 
one of the crew that was hit. Medi- 
cal corps men reached him almost 
immediately and administered sulfa. 
powders to prevent infection and 
morphine to keep him unconscious. 
He was then taken to England. He | 


| Was transferred from England to 


Mitchel Field, New York, in a hos- 
pital plane and from there to the 
Billings General hospital. 

Ralph says that if it wasn’t for | 
the wonderful work of the medical 
corps men and the doctors he 
wouldn't be alive today. He states 
that they work practically 24 hours a 
day and that nabody realizes what a 
really great job they are doing. 

Many friends will probably want to 
write to Ralph and his address is as 
follows: Cpl. Ralph Andrews, Billings 
General hospital, Ward T-1204, India- 
napolis, Ind. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrews have an- 
other son in the military service, 
Robert, boatswains mate second class. 
who has also been wounded in action. | 
Robert was'in charge of a small land- 


were invaded. Mr. and Mrs. Andrews 
received a letter from him stating 
that" he was wounded in the leg and 
that he was getting along O. K., but 
that the wound would leave a ter- 
rible scar. Another youth, who re- 
turned to the United States and who 
knew Robert, wrote Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrews that Robert had been in the 
hospital twenty-one days. ‘He said | 
that Robert had been taken out of 
active service and is now acting as 
instructor in landing craft. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrews’ son-in-law, 
Virgil Balliet, is a member of an 
anti-aircraft gun crew and is over- 
seas. 


Soldier’s Life in 


One of the 23 members of the class 
of 1941 of Garrett high school serv- 
ing with the armed forces, and one 
of the 14. overseas, is Chas. W. 
Freeze, son of Mrs. Bertha Freeze 
of 316 East King street. He was em- 
ployed as a brakeman by the Penn- 
sylvania railroad at Fort Wayne before 
his induction into the army at Camp 
Perry, O., on April 26, 1943. He re- 
ceived his basic training at New Or- 
leans and was then transferred with 
the 745th Operating Railway Battalion 
to Camp Scott, near Fort Wayne. He 
left for overseas from the west coast 
in November and landed in India, be- 
ing stationed there since that time. 
His brother, H. Hudson Freeze, was 
inducted into the army in June of this 
year and he is taking his basic train- 
ing at Fort McClellan, Ala., but just 
now is in the station hospital because 
of trouble with his knees. The father 
of the boys, the late Hudson Freeze, 
was a World war No. 1 veteran and 
died several years ago. : 

In a letter. to his mother, Charles 
tells of the dedication of a new chapel. 
The letter follows: “Last night | at- 
tended church at the camp chapel, as 
yesterday was a special Sunday here. 
You see it was the dedication day of 
the 745th battalion chapel. Services 
started around 8 p. m., with everyone 
singing ‘Mine Eyes Have Seen the 
Glory.’ Fallowing this a G. |. quartette 
from the 24th station hospital sang 
“Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,’ 
Then there was reading of the script- 
ure byaG. I. After that Sgt. McPhee 
of my company Sang a solo, ‘In the 
Garden’ and then Lt. Col. Wilson made 
the presentation of the chapel. Our 
chaplain, DuPree from the 24th station 
hospital, gave his dedicatory message. 
Sgt. Long from the H & § company 
Gave a prayer and the program came 
to a close with a Miss George of the 
Red Cross Singing ‘The Lord’s Prayer.’ 
A camera flashed several times during 
the program. Some silly shutter bug 
took shots of each speaker, even when 
Sgt. Long was praying. Miss George 
has one of the finest voices | have ever 
had the privilege of hearing. The 
chaplain was very good, but none can 
compare with D. J. Dunkin at home. 

“After the program we all went over 
to the H & Q recreation hall and were 
served doughnuts and Punch. The 
chaplain called this gathering a 
‘friendly get together.’ Everyone 
present was asked to give his name,, 
birthplace or home and his religion. | 


India 


SGT. CHAS. W. FREEZE } 
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A chaplain, a Baptist from Arkansas, 
lead us in group singing, mostly reli- 
gious hymns. Miss George and another 
lady from the Red Cross sang several 
numbers. The other girl is the daugh- 
_ter of a minister from Nebraska. She 
played an organ over NBC network 
for several years. | can’t figure out 
what women with as much charm as 
they have, are doing over here. 

“This morning I roiled out of bed 


at six bells to take calisthenics. We 
stood in mud puddles, stripped to the 
Waist, and took exercises as the rain 
fell steadily. This new practice seems 
to be a farce, but | hope it is for the 
good of the men. | hope it is a good 
omen that we might move from this 
theatre. Anything can happen after 
the fall of Rangoon. | hope this city 
is taken away from the Japs soon. | 
am enclosing a ten dollar Chinese 
bill. 

“The other morning after a break- 
fast of eggs, Sausage and coffee we got 
our web equipment and leggings and 
after putting on this uncomfortable 
stuff, with our rifles, we headed for 
the rifle range. What a ride, those 
roads aren’t quite up with the ones in 
the States. We arrived at the range 
after a very rough ride through the 
Sticks. We all had a good time firing 
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ELBERT DANNENBERG 
KILLED BY JAP BULLET 


was declared, December, 1941, Del- 
bert was in basic training for 13 
weeks at Camp Roberts, Calif. He 
was then assigned to the 184th in- 
fantry of the 40th division at Camp 
Haan, Calif. He was afterward lo- 
cated at Del Mar race track, which 
was division headquarters, and Palm 
City, Calif. On the latter assign- 
ment the troops were on guard duty 
along the Pacific coast. 

Delbert later was at Carlsbad, 
Calif., Fort Lewis, Wash., and Ham- 
mer Field, Calif. He took training 
for the rangers at Fort Ord, Calif. 
He went to the Aleutian islands in 
July, 1943, and afterward took part 
in the campaigns in the Marshall 
islands and Leyte island in ’ the 
Philippines. He was in a hospital 
in the Philippines at Christmas time 
last year, but returned to duty. When 
he wrote the last letter received by 
his parents, dated Mch. 30, he was in 

- , a rest camp in the Philippines. It 
DELBERT y. DANNENBERG . is assumed that he went with the 

. invasion forces Onto Okinawa on 

Easter Sunday. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Dannenberg of 
just east of Garrett received a tele- 
gram from the war department Wead- 
nesday night Notifying them ‘of the 
death of their son, S/Sgt. Delbert J, 
Dannenberg, 25, a veteran of the war 
against the Japs. The message 
Stated that he died of wounds on 
Okinawa island Apr. 7. 

Delbert was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school in 1937, He was 
President of the Future Farmers of 
America club during his senior year 
and was also a member of the Drama 
club. He spent the following year 
as a student at Purdue university and 
then engaged in farming. 

Entering the army the month war 


family of six children. His four 
sisters are Mrs. Chas. Cutter of 215 
West Fifteenth street, Auburn, Mrs. 
James Odenkirk of. three and ,a half 
miles southeast of ‘Garrett, Mrs. Mar- 
shall Funk of one mile southwest of 
Garrett and Mrs. John Klausing of 
East Garrett. His only brother, 
Harold, lives with his parents. 


Delbert was a member of Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran church in Gar- 
rett. 


Another young Keyser township 
farmer, Pvt. Chas. H. Simons of two 
miles southeast of Garrett, was re- 
cently reported killed in Germany.. 


Delbert was the youngest ‘of a/| 
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away at the targets, but | know we 
could have made better scores had 
they been Japs. We had C & K ra- 
tions for dinner and then had a ground 
discussion of the army. When we re- 
turned to’ camp, boy was I ever sur- 
prised to hear what we had for the 


sunset meal. 1 sure filled up on Later he was sent to the Hawaiian 
chicken, mashed spuds, gravy, peas, islands. His first battle experience 
biscuits, chilled lemon tea and dessert. took place in January, 1944, when, 
Really | left the mess hall in misery. the division of which he was a mem- 
| later went to a camp theatre and ber joined in regaining Kwajalain 
saw the picture “Two Girls and a atoll in the Marshall islands. He al- 
Sailor.” The G. I. audience almost so took part in the Leyte campaign 
'went wild when Harry James blew in the Philippines and then went to 
his horn. | think 1 enjoyed it as much Okinawa. 

as when Mac McDermott and Jack A letter was received from Lt. Er-! 
Little and | went to the show in or win W. Krueger in which he said: 
/rett and then would see which one| ““Danny’ was one of our older 


boys and we soon found that he was 
capable of performing any mission 
assigned to him. He was a squad 
leader and a most capable one, con- 
tinually holding the full respect and 
confidence of his men. It was while 
in this capacity that he was hit. It 
was in the early part of the cam- 
paign and the company was attack- 
ing in the vicinity of Castle Rock. 


al ‘Danny’ was leading his squad to- 
ward an attacking position when an 

enemy sniper hit him. In spite of 

D J. DANNENBERE |}continued enemy fire, our medical 
men gave him all immediate aid pos- 


sible but the sniper was too accurate 
and ‘Danny’ passed away without 
suffering. 

“He now lies with others of our 


buddies in the beautiful Seventh In- 


, would laugh the loudest. As soon as 
J finish this fetter smoking my pipe 
and having my refreshments | will hit 
the sack. Hope you are fine and al- 
‘most happy.” 


i a 
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| 

| A program has been prepared for 
| memorial services for the late S/Segt. 
! Delbert J. Dannenberg, son of Mr. 
|and Mrs. John Dannenberg of just 


east of Garrett who died of wounds on fantry division cemetery overlooking 
Okinawa island April 7. The mem- both the land and water for which 
orial services will be held at Zion we fought. He was given full mili- 
Evangelical Lutheran church in Gar- | tary and religious rites. ‘Danny’ al- 
| rett, of which the soldier was a mem- | ways took advantage of our Christian 


ber, next Sunday at 2:30 o'clock. 
The pastor, the Rey. A. R. Lue- 
ders, will be in charge and the Amer- 


services and I can remember seeing 
him taking communion with others 
of us on the ship before we landed.” 


ican Légion will also participate. Henry L. Stimson, secretary of war, 
The program will include the post- Sent a letter to Delbert’s parents 
ing of the colors, singing of hymns ‘stating that he’had been awarded the 


and a sermon. After benediction, a 
Silent prayer will ba oPfered. follow- 


ae Heart posthumously and the 
secretary expressed the nation’s deep 


ed by the presentation of tHé Ameri- | sympathy, Other letters of condol- 

can flag by the Legion and retiring |eMce were received from Major Gen- 

of the colors. ‘eral A. V. Arnold and Lt. Col. Roy A. 
Sgt. Dannenberg was 25 years of Green. 


age and after attending the East 
Garrett school and the Lutheran pa- 
rochial school in Garrett he was 
graduated from the Garrett high 
school in 1937. He then took a short 
course at Purdue university and en- 
gaged in farming with his father. 
He entered the army in December, 
1941, and after training at several 
camps he went to the Aleutians in 
July, 1943. 


GLADE HALL DESCRIBES 


He Nix 


FAST ACTION IN PACIFIC 


COXSWAIN GLADE M. HALL 


Coxswain Glade M. Hall, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Hall of yeh 
South Lee street, 
turned home for a 30-day leave after . 
another year crammed with action ‘ 
in the Pacific aboard Uncle ‘Sam’s 
32,000-ton battleship, the USS Mary- 
land. He is a spotter of a 20 m.m. 
anti-aircraft gun crew and sets the 
range for the gun. 

While he is only 20 years old, Glade 
has seen almost four years of service 
with the navy. - He enlisted Nov. 6, 
1941, and he wears four campaign 
ribbons for the Asiatic-Pacific area,’ 
American Defense, Defense Before, 
Pearl Harbor and the Philippine 
Liberation. On these ribbons are) 
one silver star and four bronze 
stars showing he participated in 
nine major engagements... They are 
Tarawa, Marshall Islands, Gilbert. 
Islands, Saipan, Palau, Leyte, Second 
Battle of the Philippines, Philippine | 
Liberation and Okinawa. He had 
one ship sunk from under him, the, 
U. S. S. Kanawha, and while aboard 
the Maryland it was hit three times. 

The Kanawha arrived at Pearl 
Harbor shortly after the Japanese 
attack and Glade witnessed the ter- 
rible destruction there. One of the 
battleships hit in that attack was the 
Maryland, which was refitted and to 
which Glade was later assigned. 
March 28, 1943, while in the Solomons, 
the Kanawha and several other ships 


son of} 


Garrett, has re-: 


On} 


* VANCE HALL SM 3/C 


‘—Photo by Sheets. 
in a harbor were attacked by 50 to 
60 Jap planes. © The Kanawha re- 
ceived four direct 500 pound bomb | 
hits and several near misses. | One, 
bomb went through the deck just 18. 
feet from Glade, going down into the 
engine room, where it exploded, kill- 
ing all but two of the men. A piece} 
of shrapnel from the bomb struck a 
sailor standing next to Glade in the} 
neck, seriously wounding him. Glade/ 
went over the side of the ship when 
it sank and he was rescued about |, 
a half hour later. After a rest onj 
Tulagi island for 12 days he was as- || 
signed to the Maryland. ugnee | 
On November 30, 1943, the Mary-| 
land participated in the- battle of 
Tarawa. Glade says that he was 
able to clearly see the tracer bul- 
lets of machine guns crisscrossing 


‘everywhere and witnessed the shells 


of the fleet and aerial bombs tearing 
the jungle apart. “That was a ter- 
rible fight,” Glade said. “The next 
morning there were bodies of Ameri- 


‘cans and Japs floating around our 


ship even though we were more than} 


two miles off shore.” 
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Teils of Big Bomb Attack 

The Maryland next participated in, 
the shelling of the Kawajalein atoll, | 
located in the center of the Marshall | 
islands. During a night attack by | 
a large force of Jap airplanes, Glade | 
started to count the number of bombs 
falling but he had to give up as they 
started coming too fast. The Mary- 
land was not hit. After remaining | 
on guard in the area for 12 days the 
ship left for new duties. Glade re- 
turned to the United States March 
4, 1944, for his first leave home since 
he joined the navy. 


This Garrett sailor left San Fran- 
cisco on the Maryland May 4, 1944, 
as the spotter of a 20 m.m. gun crew. 
The gun shoots a shell weighing | 
slightly more than half a pound with) 
an effective range of 1,500 yards. 
The gun is used for close-in defense 
against enemy aircraft. After the 
Maryland took on fuel and supplies 
at Pearl Harbor it left for Roi is- 
land, part of the Kawajalein Atoll, to 
join a force of 3 battleships, 4 cruis- 
ers, 2 carriers, 14 destroyers and 3 
attack transports. The following is 
a summary of Glade’s experience ac- 
cording to notes that he kept: 


June 10—Left Roi island with task 
force. 


June 15—Arrived at Saipan and 
opened fire at 5:40 a. m. in opening 
day of the invasion. We had‘several 
rests during the day. We would go 
in and bombard near the island and 
then withdraw for a while. Had 
an air attack in the evening but the 
Japs didn’t come within range of 
our guns. Received word that Jap 
task forces were coming from Japan 
and the Philippines. They never 
showed up. - We had another air at- 
tack but the Jap boggies (planes) 
never got past the outer rim of the 
fleet. 


June 18—Awakened by our guns 
firing. Air raid. Maryland 20 and 


40 m.m. guns knocked down a 2-! 
motor bomber. I saw it coming Ch 
all the way until it crashed 25 yards | 
: off our bow. Shelled Saipan. Sky: 
| defense that night but we did not | 
pees American and Jap  planes'| 
fighting all over the sky above the! 
island. 

June 21—Warm day. In the eve-; 
|ning heard a plane coming in from. 
the island. Everybody thought it | 
was a U. S. PBM mail plane.  Visi-' 
bility poor. Didn’t know it was ai 
Jap Betty (2-motor bomber) until a/ 
{torpedo hit us in the bow. blowing | 
| big holes in both sides of bow and. 
| snapping off our keel. Two men, 


Big 
| tanks with aviation gasoline punc- 


'killed and several wounded. 
tured but quick work by our fire 
fighters prevented them from blowing : 
up. Lucky for us. Left Saipan that) 
night. 
June 22—Transferred flag personnel | 
,and ammunition to other ships. | 
‘Buried the two men at sea. We head | 
for Pearl Harbor for repairs. 
No date—We leave Pearl Harbor | 
and go to Solomons to join Task | 
Force No. 55. 
Sept. 6—We leave the Solomons for | 
Palau, located north of New Guinea. | 
Had anti-aircraft drill all of the way. | 
Sept. 11—The task force splits up 
and we get ready to attack Palau. 
Sept. 12—We opened fire with our| 


|} main batteries at 5:20 a. m. along| 
| 


with 4 other battleships, several 
cruisers and many other types oF 


ships. 

Sept. 13—We kept up bombardment | 
-all day. Drew some fire from the 
Jap shore batteries, located them and 
knocked them out.- 

Sept. 15—All ships bombarded with 
everything they had. I don’t see| 
how a Jap could be alive on that. 


place. Troops hit the beach at 8:30! 
a.m. Maryland stayed in close for’ 
eall fire from the troops ashore. 


Whole operation caused very few 
naval casualties and the troops didn’t 
have much trouble ashore. 


On Duty at Leyte 


The next operation for the Mary- 
land was Leyte gulf. Glade’s notes 
do not carry dates on this; just 
short, concise observations, as fol- 
lows: Typhoon the day we went in. 
Weather too bad for us to bombard 
or for planes to operate. Next day 
the mine sweepers clear the water of 
mines. We go in and bombard. Our 
big job is to protect island from 
Japs landing reinforcements and | 
bringing in supplies. We begin hav-| 
ing air attacks every day. Good at- 
tacks for Japs and several of our’ 
ships hit. We are lucky. No hits. ; 
Fifteen planes shot down in one day. | 
Saw nine of them fall. No one 
knows for sure who hit them as every- 
| body is firing. 
| We receive word that Japanese 
| task force is approaching. Our 
scout planes sight it while it is 
still 350 miles away. We are now 
in Leyte gulf. Our planes and subs 
keep track of the Jap fleet Japs 
approach us at night, hoping to draw 
us out into open water so another 
Jap force can come in and land 
troops and supplies back of the 
American lines. (Glade explained 
/here that if the ruse had worked 
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we would have probably lost all of 
the American troops on the island). 
Our ships all stay in the gulf and 
our whole outfit lines up in battle 
formation at the emtrance. We hear 
the Japs are only 15 miles away. The 
whole fleet opens fire. I can see 
the shells arching over the sky to- 
ward the Japs. Jap shells come at 
us but the closest ones land 500 yards 
away. Battle lasts only about 25 
minutes. Communique from Ad- 


miral Nimitz says we sank 24 ships, | 


13 so severely damaged they may 
have sunk, 21 damaged. We lose 
only 6. ships. I saw 2 of our 
destroyers smoking from hits the next 
day. We remain in Leyte gulf for 


further protection to the ground 
forces. Air attacks are practically 
continuous. Visibility is bad be- 


cause of low clouds. One evening 


a Japanese suicide bomber came in at! 


us. It appeared as if it was heading 
directly at me and my gun crew. 
However, before it reached us anti- 
aircraft fire hit it, deflecting its 
course. The plane hit forward and 
exploded. The bomb it was carrying 
pierced the deck, going down into the 
living compartments and killing 32 


men. Gasoline from the exploded 
plane spread all over the deck. It 
got too hot for me in my position so 
I ran behind the bridge. However, 
we all returned to our gun almost , 
immediately and manned it because | 
of the possibility of other Jap planes: 
coming in. (Glade has a jagged 
piece of metal from the Jap plane as 
a souvenir.) The fire was put out! 
and temporary repairs were made. 
Two days later we left for Pearl 
Harbor and we had Christmas dinner 
there on board ship. We received a 
message from Nimitz, which read as 
follows: “Welcome to Pearl Harbor. 
Merry Christmas. You have added 
another accomplishment to your splen- 
did record.” 


We left Pearl Harbor early in 
February and we had more anti- 
aircraft practice fire than ever be- 
fore. We went to Ulitha in the 
Caroline islands to join up with a 
large task force comprised of many 
American ships and some British 
ships. We left there March 21 and 
four days later we sighted land. It 
was Okinawa. We opened fire at 
11:15 a. m. on March 25 to begin 
the Battle of Okinawa. Glade’s 
story now takes up an almost a day 


by day account of that battle. His 
notations are as follows: 
March 26—Today is my birthday. 


Bombarded island. 


island in the afternoon. 


since we left Ulitha. 


Many air alerts. 
March 27—Many air attacks. Had 


two underwater explosions but no 
damage to us. 


No sleep. 

Bombarded 
No sleep. | 
March 29—Bombarded from China 


March 28—Air alerts. 


sea. We went in very close. Cold 
and windy. 


March 30—More air attacks. No 


sleep. 


March 31—Mail call. First one 
Few air alerts. 
Japs Deceived 
April 1—Troops make fake landing 
on one side of the island at 8:15 
a. m. to draw Japanese and equip- 
ment. to this side. All ships fired on 
the beach. Planes shot rockets. 
Smoke screen laid. Real landing 
made on other side of island. Trick 

worked. 

April 2—More bombardment. We 
knocked out two Jap 8-inch guns that | 
we had been trying to hit yesterday. 
Our scout plane hit and damaged. 
I had gun watch from 8 a. m. to 10 
a.m. Slept to 11 a. m. when called 
to battle stations. Up all day and 
all night. Two explosions jar us 
but no damage. Officers think they 
were caused by electrical torpedoes. 
We are very close to shore. 


April 3—WNice day. 


No air alerts 
until evening. We recei 


have 600 to 650 suicide boats to a 
They are 18 feet long and 6! 
feet wide and are operated by one or) 


on us. 


2 men. They are hidden in caves' 
on the island. We leave the har- 
bor. 


April 4—No alerts, no bombard- 
ment. We are told about Jap buzz 
‘bombs. They have a wing spread 
| of 12 feet and are 14 feet long. ,Have 
1,000 pounds of explosive and are 
| Operated by one man. Travel 200 
to 400 knots an hour. I never saw 
one. 


April 5—Air alerts. 
shore line in afternoon. 


April 6—Fired at beach. Seven- 
teen Jap planes are shot down. One 
Jap plane dived on us twice and we 
were a perfect target. We couldn’t 
seem to hit it. Jap didn’t fire or 
drop any bombs. He must have 
been sick or taking. pictures. At 
/noon a torpedo plane came at us but 
one of our fighter planes knocked it 
down before it reached us. More air 
attacks. Navy planes are knocking 
Japs down at the rate of one a min- 
ute. We are told to expect five 
more days of this. The Jap fleet 
is expected soon for a showdown 


fight. 
Comtinuedk 


Bombarded 
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| April 7—Two years, ago my other 

‘ship sunk. One year. ago .I was 

home on leave. — Jap fleet’ reported 
~ - th ~ +t sa - 


on the way and we are told to at- 
tack it tonight or at dawn. In the| 
early evening a Jap suicide bomber 
comes in after us. 
coming all the way. We can’t knock 
him down. The plane hits the rear 
main turret and explodes. Twenty- 
three casualties of which 18 are 
killed. I know all of them because 
they are from my division. An hour 
later I went below. Three of the 
boys are piled on a stretcher. They 
look like meat scraps from _ the 
butcher shop. They can’t even be 
identified. Terrible. 


April 8—When I went to my a 
station I found a man’s scalp there. 


It is 80 feet from my station to where 
| the plane hit. Not much damage to 
ship because of heavy armor on main 
gun turret. We are on our way to 
meet Jap force, which is only 80 
miles away. Task force No. 58 north 
of us sends its planes to attack Japs 
and to soften them up before the sur- 
| face engagement. Jap force is com- 
prised of one new 45,000. ton battle- 
ship, 2 cruisers, 1 possible cruiser 
and.7 destroyers. The planes really 
doa fee on them and sink everything 
but 3 destroyers. Report comes that 
the battleship was hit by eight %- 


We 


ton bombs and eight torpedoes. 
didn’t have to attack. 
Se Res Fahd dare COnunuons Birlats| 9, 10, 11—Continuous air at- 


tacks. No PURE eae eee e Serer arr rer mer 


April 12—85 Jap torpedo planes 
attack. We are firing at 2 to 4 
planes at once. Four of them come 
at us... One of our fighters got 3 of 
them in 10 seconds! The other 
turned away toward another ship and 
was shot down. We are under air 
attack until it gets dark. 


April 13—We received word that 
Roosevelt died. Most of us wonder 
how things are going to run without 
him. We all feel his death is a great 
loss. More air attacks. No sleep. 


April 14—We leave for Guam. 


' The Maryland then stopped at Pearl 
Harbor just long enough to leave off 
one man, who was to fly to the United 
States to arrange for,a 30-day leave 
for 1,200 of the men. The Mary- 
land arrived back in the States May 
7 and Glade came to Garrett Satur- 


day, May 12, the day before Mother’s 
He reports back for duty on ° 


day. 
the Maryland June 15. 


I can see him|. 


ROBERT BEEHLER 
HAD GAY V-DAY 
WITH RUSSIANS 


CPL. ROBERT BEEHLER 


Cpl. Robert Beehler has arrived 
home from overseas on a 30-day fur- 
lough to visit his wife, the former 
Jean Haynes, daughter of Nevada 
Haynes of Auburn, and his two-year- 
old daughter, Janet, and his mother, 
Mrs. Clemma Beehler of 114 South 
Franklin street, Garrett. 


Continued 
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Robert has 73-points to his credit 
but he does not believe he will re- 


ceive a discharge, as he has been re- | 


assigned to the 93rd Chemical Mortar 
battalion. This type of battalion is 
much in demand in the Pacific war. 
At the end of his furlough Robert 
-|reports at Camp Atterbury. 


The Garrett young man participat- | 


ed in the European war from the 
time of the Normandy invasion to 
the surrender of Germany. He is the 
wearer of the European Theater of 
Operations ribbon with five stars for 
|the battle of Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes Bulge, Rhine and 
Germany. He also has the Purple 
Heart badge coming. 


Robert entered the army Oct. 7, 
1942, and received training at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison, Fort Sill, Okla., 
Fort George Meade, Md., and he 
went overseas. from Camp Shanks, N. 


¥.; on May 1.1943. He was assigned 


to a field artillery observation Dbat- 
talion of the Fifth corps of the First 
army. His duties consisted of operat- 
ing equipment which made hydrogen 
gas, inflating balloons about three 
feet in diameter with the hydrogen 
gas and releasing them. From these 
balloons he would obtain data as to 
wind direction and speed at all 
heights, density of.the air, air pres- 
|Sure and other statistics, and he 
would forward the information to alk 
| artillery batteries _and fire direction 
‘ centers. 


* Robert” 3 outfit landed at Liverpool, 
England, and it went into action on 
the Normandy beachhead four days 
after D-day. He states that the ship 
he was on was under continuous ar- 
tillery fire the first day and continu- 
lous air attack the first night. The 
ship became stuck on a sunken wreck 
‘on the way to shore and it had to 
wait for the tide to float it off. His 
ship then had to pull back out into 
the channel and wait for the next 
|morning before it could go back in 
to the beach. He states that there 
| were ships being hit by, bombs or 
shells all around them, many being 
blown to bits. “Those German 88s 
are hell,” he says. 


“The next morning we finally went 
in and landed on Omaha beach and 
We immediately pushed inland two 
miles. From then on for three months 
we were under continuous air and 
artillery attack. Two of the men in 
my section (there were seven men 
in a section) were wounded by falling 
flak from our own ¥uns, We were 


always in the thick of things because - 


our artillery observation battalion 
was always right behind the infantry 
and in front of the artillery. Many 
times our observers were’ up in the 


+ 
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front lines. Also we caught all the 


artillery shells that the Germans 
fired at too long a range to hit the © 


infantry and wé caught all of the | 


American shells that feli short. 
Located Enemy Guns 


3 “We had a system for locating the 
German guns that had the Germans 


stumped for a long time. The Ger- 
mans couldn’t figure out how our ar- 
tillery was continually knocking off 
their guns..Someone invented an in- 
‘genious device to locate the position 
of any gun. Four sensitive micro-| 
phones would be set a mile apart in 


our front lines. A forward observer |. 
would hear a German gun go off and 


he would press a button. The micro- 


_ phones a little farther back would 
- pick up the sound. By computations 


the exact position of the German gun 
could be figured out. 
..My outfit participated in the bat- 


tle of St. Lo, France. It was terrible. 


We were dug in for thirty days and 
we hardly could stick our noses above 
the edges of our foxholes without 
getting hit. The Germans had posses- 
sion of St. Lo hill, which’gave them 
perfect observation for miles around. 
It was here that I had my first ex- 
perience with shell .concussion. A 
German 88 shell burst right over our 
position. The only way that I can de- 
scribe the sensation is to say it gee 
as if your lfead has been blown off. | 
All I could think of was that my ey 
was gone. I was told later that I ves 
like-a crazy man for about fifteen 
minutes. I have seen soldiers lying 
dead on the ground from shell con- 


- cyssion without a mark on them. 


“If you will. remember, the big 
Allied push started with the capture 
of St. Lo hill. More than 1,000 air- 
planes pulverized the Germans on 
that hill. I never saw so many air- 
planes in my life. They filled the sky 
and the roar from their motors and | 
the explosions of the dropping bombs | 
was terrific. It was here that the mis- 


| 


| 


| 


| 


take was made when Allied planes, 


bombed our own men. I was able -to 
see it all. A colored smoke was to 
mark our front lines and a wind came 
along and blew the smoke back over 
our troops. The planes, using the 
smoke as a nfarker, dropped many 
bombs on our treops before radio 
communication could be made with 
them. 
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“After the bombardment, our 
troops spearheaded through and we 
had the Germans on the run. One 
spearhead went out and around the 
Germans to form the Argentine pock- 
et, the first big pocket of the war. 
About 120,000 Germans were inside 
that pocket and they were surround- 
ed on all sides. All we did for several 
days was to lob artillery shells by the 
thousands into that area. Then the 
Fifth corps, of which my outfit was a 
member, went right through the mid- 
dle of the pocket. The carnage was 
‘terrible. About 30,000 Germans were 
killed or wounded before they sur- 
rendered, and the smell of the dead 
men, horses and cattle was awful. 

“After the Germans surrendered 
in the pocket, we spearheaded across: 
France and through Paris. We camp- 
ed for one night on the edge of Paris 
across from an airfield. Then we. 
were off to Luxembourg, where we| 


EES SS ee ee ee 
biyouacked and took over a German 
concentration camp. It was inhabited 
by French, Belgian and Polish slave 
laborers who worked in factories 
there. The ones I saw seemed to be. 
in pretty good physical condition. , 
I think this was because there is a 
good farming district around Luxem- |, 
bourg and the prisoners were able to 
get enough to eat. 


City Obliterated 


“We remained in Luxembourg a- 
bout three weeks and then the Fifth 
corps went into action in the battle 
of Aachen. This town had a popula- 
tion of about 162,000 people, but 
most of them had left. We surround- 
ed the city and the artillery practi- 
cally leveled it. There were only a; 
few buildings still standing when 1} 
had the opportunity to go into the; 
city. It was - practically wiped off the | 
map. 
“Our next action was in a valley | 
near Ziefall, Germany, and we really | 
caught hell from the German 88s. We! 
took everything the Germans could . 
throw at us for seven days and nights. 
Finally reinforcements had to be 
sent up to us in order to allow us to 
withdraw. We pulled back to Rott- 
gen. Here we attempted to cross the 
Ruhr river but after 30 days of) 
continual fighting we still didn’t have 
a beachhead. 

“We pulled back from Rottgen and | 
we were just a little south of the | 
town when the famous German | 
breakthrough occurred. We were at} 
‘the north edge of the ‘bulge.’ The | 
Germans started shelling as fast as'| 
they could at us. Then FW-109s 
strated us for an hour and a half. 
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“We couldn't dig foxholes because 
it was during the winter and the fox- 
holes would fill up with water. I was 
in a barn when the attack started. 
I was standing in the doorway and 
had just moved away from it when 
a FW-109 came over strafing and 
sprayed bullets through the doorway. 
That was one of the closest ealls I 
ever had. I crawled out of the barn 
through a pig hole and I had just 
gotten behind a pile of stone when 
a 20 mm. shell hit a limb of a tree 
above me. A. piece of shrapnel hit me 
in the left hand near the thumb, but 
my wound was not serious. 


“Paratroopers dropped behind our 
lines but I never saw one. We receiy- 
ed orders to get packed and ready to 

| leave at a moment’s notice. I was 
|with Headquarters battery, with A 
| battery on one side of us and B bat- 
| tery on the other. A battery was Sur- 
[posEees by the Germans and here 
happened one of the freaks of the 
war. A mess sergeant led the battery 
to safety. The men jumped on any- 
lthing that could move. The mess 
;sergeant was in the lead truck and 
lhe took them through woods, over 
fields and through marshes and fi- 
nally got everyone out. Had he fol- 
lowed the roads, all the men would 
have been captured or killed. 


“We moved back to a fieid near 
Eupen for a month and here we ex- 
perienced the worst bombings of our 
lives. Every night the Heinies would 
come over, drop flares and then 
bomb hell out of us. We were near 
a dam. There was a shack there and 
I was standing about 100 yards away 
from the shack when the Germans hit 
the dam with a 500-pound bomb. 
There were several men in the shack 
and every one was killed or wounded. 
The dam was destroyed, but luckily 
there was not much water there and 
we were not bothered by it. In addi- 
tion to the airplane bombings those 
darn buzz bombs were dropping all 
the time. We could see those things 
coming and we were always afraid 
they were going to drop on us. We 
saw one and heard its motor stop 
and all of us held our breath. How- 
ever, it glided over us and hit in a 
field about three quarters of a mile 
away from us. It was a dud, too. 


“After being in this area for a 
while, I was transferred to the 285th 
Observation Artillery battalion of 
the First army, doing the same type 
of work. I was sent to a rear area 
near Verviers, where B battery of 
the battalion was being reformed. It 
was this battery that previously was 
murdered by the Germans. The men 
had surrendered. The Germans took 
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them out into an open field and fired 
on them with tanks, machine guns 
and rifles. 


“We trained at Verviers for about 
|three weeks and then we went back 
lto the bulge to take part in the Allied 
counter-offensive. We attacked Co- 
logne but we couldn’t get ‘across the 
| Rhine river here, so we swung down 
‘to Bonn and crossed it there. Every- 
body was on the go now, stopping for 
nothing. After crossing the Rhine 


;we Swung around to help form the 
‘Ruhr pocket. Then we went to Mini- 
'gen and took over that town for three 
weeks and then went on to Chemnitz, 
where we met the Russians. 


Germans Caught in Pocket 


“We pulled through Chemnitz to 
the other side, but we had gone far- 
ther than we were supposed to, be- 
cause we began to catch some of the 
Russian artillery shells. Consequent- 
ly, we pulled back into the town. Be- 
tween us and the Russians we had a 
pocket of about 10,000 to 15,000 
German SS troops. They wouldn’t 
give up so we just lobbed shells into 
them for two days. 


“The official German surrender 
came at one minute past midnight 
and we worked right up until mid- 
night. There were rumors of a sur- 
render for*many days before it ac- 
tually happened and we didn’t know 
when it was to be official. We had 
just completed making an observa- 
tion and the phone rang. I answered 
it and the colonel said over the wire, | 
‘You can pack up, boys, the war’s 


over.’ The colonel passed around wine | 


to everyone and the Russians came | 
over with some vodka and we had a 
big party. After that we just sat a-| 
round doing nothing until we were | 
shipped home.”’ | 
Robert has two brothers in service, | 
Pvt. Everett Beehler, who is in Dakar. | 
Africa, and Pfe. Warren Beehler, who 
is still in Germany. Robert has an- | 
other brother, Monroe, who travels | 
with shows, and three sisters, who are 
Mrs. John Greenwalt of 212 South! 
Johnson street, Garrett, Mrs. H. C. | 
Mochamer of 320 KHast Eleventh | 
street, Auburn, and Mrs. R. J. Mil-} 
ler of Muskegon, Mich. 1 
. Some of the souvenirs that Robert | 
brought home are a German officer’ S| 
cape, gas mask, cartridge belts, ve 
bayonets, a special guard bayonet, 
'P-38 revolver, two rifles, binocular; : 
and several arm bands and insignide, 
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FIGHTS AXIS AT SEA 
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J. LaVERGNE FEE §S 1/C 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Another member of the 1943 class of 
Garrett high school serving with the 
armed forces is John LaVergne Fee, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Fee of 318 
South Walsh street. He was employed 
by the New York Central railroad in 
the maintenance of way department 
at Chicago before being sworn into 
the navy in June, 1943. He took his 
“boot” training at the naval training 
station at Great Lakes, IIl., and was 
at home on a nine-day leave in August. 

After that he was sent to Gulfport, 
Miss., where he was a member of Co. 
A, Section 2 of the Gun Crew. In 
November he went to the Armed Guard 
Center at New Orleans and then left 
for sea duty. While attending Garrett 
high school he was a member of the 
basketball team and he/kept up his 
good playing according to a clipping 
from a Canadian newspaper received 
by his parents which read as follows: 
“An influx of stars from across the 
border raised the calibre of local bas 
ketball to new heights Saturday night, 
but all this talent failed to shake the 
Royal Canadian Navy loose from its 
undefeated record for the season). 
Five Americans of outstanding ability 
were included on the Y roster for 
the game against the high powered 
sailors and even though these newcom- 
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ers hadn’t played together before, ana 
lacking training to keep going at top 
speed, they had so much skill that up 
until the final five minutes of the 
game it looked like curtains for the! 
defending maritime champs. Chuck 
Zobel, a lanky youngster from the 'U. 
S. navy, thrilled the good sized gal- 
lery with scientillating Work under 
the basket. He was aided and abetted 
in his sorties by LaVergne Fee, a 
rugged defenseman who had eight! 
points, and Bill Marshall, a smooth} 
ball handler, who didn’t take enough 
shots.” . ave eee 
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Forrest, who was 18 years of age 
last May, attended Garrett high school 
and was employed at the Gerig furni- | 
ture store before he was sworn into- 
the navy July 2, 1943. He received 
his “boot” training at Great SaKee | 
Ill., and took advanced schooling at, 
Gulfport, Miss. He was at home on 
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| SGT. MARION HOLLIS 


leave last spring after having spent 
seven months at sea, during which 
time he participated in campaigns of 
the islands in the Southwest Pacific. 
He is now on sea duty as an armed 
guard aboard a merchant vessel. 
Another son of Mrs. Hollis, Francis, 
| the eldest of the three boys, was 
stationed at Drew Field, Tampa, 
Fla., for more than a year and be-| 
cause of a heart ailment was given a 
médical discharge last spring. 
Mrs.: Hollis’ ‘son-in-law, Reynold 


i 
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FORREST HOLLIS §S 1/C Thomas, petty officer third class, re- 
’ Be ceived his “boot” training at Great 
These are the two sons of Mrs.) Lakes and took advanced training at | 
Joseph Hollis of. 1007 South Cowen | Key West, Fla. He was given the 
street who are serving with the armed | rating of soundman third class and 
forces. Marion, the eldest.of the two, | then went to sea. He returned to the 
attended Huntertown high school and | states for further training and is now 
was employed by Chester Pepple, a. serving as a radio man on a des-| 
Garrett contractor, before he was in-| troyer. He has been in the service! 
ducted into the military service on one year. His wife and their young | 
January 4, 1943. He was inducted at daughter make their home with Mrs. 
Camp Perry and received his basic Hollis, 


training at Miami Beach, Fla. Later 
he took advanced training at Atlanta, , 
Ga., and ‘Richmond, Va., and with an 
aviation engineering battalion left for 
overseas on March 18, 1944. He is 
now in Holland. ; 
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PFC. FRANK A. REDMOND 


Mr. and Mrs. B. M. Redmond of 601 
East Quincy street have three sons 
in the military ‘service. Two of them 
are overseas and the other is recup- 
'erating at Deland, Fla., from injuries 
he received on a Liberty ship. 

Pfc. Frank A. Redmond, 35, was 

graduated from Garrett high school 
and at the time of his induction into 
the army on March 8, 1942, he was 
working at the City garage. He re- 
ceived his basic training at Camp 
Bowie, Tex., where he became a mem- 
ber of the 64th medical division. He 
received further medical training at 
the. Lawson general hospital, Atlanta, 
Ga., in first aid and the administra- 
tion of sulpha drugs; combat. training 
| on maneuvers at Leesville, La.; hos- 
pital work at Camp Bowie and then 
‘he attended the bakery. and cooks 
school at Des Moines, la., to learn the 
preparation of food for injured men 
at field hospitals. He returned to 
Camp Bowie and was assigned to a 
medical collecting company. On May 
17, 1944, he left for overseas duty, 
landing on New Guinea July 4. He is 
now located in the Philippines with 
the Sixth army. ; 


—. 


SGT. JAMES B. REDMOND 


‘ 


Sgt. James B. Redmond, 27, was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
with the class of 1938 and he became 
a B. & O. fireman. He was inducted 
into the army in August, 1941, and 
he received 13 weeks’ basic training 
at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. He was 
then transferred to Fort Sam Hous- 
ton, Tex., for assignment. to the 
second engineers combat division. In 
May, 1942, he was reassigned to a 
railroad operating division and he re- 


ceived his army railroad training at 


Camp Shelby and Camp Claiborne 
on the Southern railroad between 
Meridian and Hattiesburg, Miss., and 
between Hattiesburg and New Or- 
leans. He left for overseas service in 
August, 1942, arriving in Iran in 
November, where he is now stationed. 
He is a Diesel locomotive engineer. 
Collins J. Redmond, 21, is a gun- 
ner’s mate second class. He was 
graduated from St. Joseph’s school in 


June, 1943, and the following month 


he entered the Great Lakes naval 
training station for his “boot” train- 
ing. He was then placed in the armed 
guard ‘ service, . receiving special 
schooling at Gulfport, Miss. Upon his | 
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Railroading Was Hot 
Work in _ lran, 
Reports Jas. B. Redmond 


COLLINS J. REDMOND GM 2/C 


; graduation he received a certificate 
of merit in gunnery and the title of 
gunsmith. In the fall of 1944 he was 
assigned to a Liberty ship and his 


first trip was to the Mediterranean 


theatre. His ship returned to the 
United States via England. His 
second voyage was to England and his 
ship participated in the invasion of 
Normandy. The third trip was to 
Murmansk, Russia, North Cape and 
Scotland. On the return hop he was 
injured in an accident when the ship 
was alerted off the Azores islands, a 
heavy box top falling on him. His 
left arm. was sprained at the shoulder 
and elbow and his right wrist, right 
hand and the thumb on his right hand 
were broken. He returned to Halifax, 
| N. S., on: an English hospital ship, 
| then was taken to the naval hospital 
armed guard center at Brooklyn, N. 
YY. He is now at the Deland, Fla., 
naval rest center. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. M. Redmond have 
two daughters, Mrs. Franklin Cole of 
113 North Britton street and Mrs. A, 
J. Lumm of 613 East Quincy street. 
Mr. Redmond jis a retired B. & O. 
| Passenger engineer. 


Cpl. James B. Redmond is home on 
furlough visiting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. M. Redmond of 601 East 
Quincy street, Garrett, after having 
spent 33144 months railroading in Iran, 
which he describes as “the closest 
thing to hell that I can think of.” 

James says, “The temperature in 
that God-forsaken hole averaged 150 
degrees and it got as high as 182. 
Many men went heat happy or crazy 
from the heat. It felt as if the sun 
was baking your brains out. There 
was never any relief from the heat. 
It was always there. We slept in 
mud-made barracks and at night when 
we would lie down we couldn't sleep. 
All we would do would just be to 
lie there and sweat and sweat and 
sweat. If a breeze came up it would 
be nothing but just a hot blast blow- 
ing on you from the desert. I hope 
tT never see that hell-hole again as 
long as I live. 

“After having received training in 
various camps in the United States 
after I was inducted into the army in 
August, 1941, we went overseas Oct. 
31, 1942. We landed at Bombay, 
India, and then took a boat up the 
river to the Persian gulf and to the 
city of Khorroshar, Iran. On Jan. 
1, 1943, we took over the railroad 
which ran from Khorroshar to the 
city of Tehran, a distance of 623 
miles. This was the backdoor sup- 
ply route to Russia. 

“We hauled every kind of freight 
you could imagine, from diapers and 
safety pins to airplanes and tanks. 
I was an engineer and at first we had 
German Fharstol engines. They are 
very good engines. They are almost 
like American locomotives except 
that they have steam and vacuum 
brakes instead of air brakes. The 
German engines are standard gauge, 
easy going, easy riding and easy to 
handle. My run was from Khorro- 
shar to Andimenshki, a distance of 
180 miles right across the desert, and 
return. It was a Single gauge track 
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and we would go to Andimenshki, get 
something to eat and then return. 
The round trip would take about 31 
hours. We couldn’t make fast time 
because of the extremely heavy loads ; 
we would always be pulling. We 
would usually be pulling with only 
one engine about a 2,800 long ton 
load (an English long ton is 2,280 
pounds). The fireman and engin- 
eer traded off running the engine, 
one taking it on the out trip and the 
other taking it on the return trip. 
In this way one fellow could sleep 
for 180 miles. 
In Train Wreck 

“When we first started operating 
the railroad we ran the trains at 
night without any lights. Hither 
through a mistake in orders or sabo- 
tage, we never did find out, a train 
I was on had a head-on collision with 
another one. I was asleep at the 
time and the next thing I knew I 


| was out on the ground. Both trains | 
were troop trains and several sol- 

diers were killed in the accident. No | 
one in the train crews was killed. | 
The engines, which were traveling 

about 25 miles an hour, smashed into 

each other and welded together. | 
Luckily they didn’t turn over or I 

| would have been killed, although my 

‘back was injured a little. 

| “We were always having trouble 

| with the Arabs stealing stuff out of 

!the boxcars. They would ride up 

alongside the train in the night on 

their horses, jump onto one of the 

cars, open the door and throw stuff 

out. We would never know about 

it until we pulled into the station. 

“Later on we got American Diesels, 
which were much easier to operate 
and a lot cooler. Hell, we would : 
just get on the locomotive, start it, 
tell a native to tell us when we were 
coming to a station and then we 
would go to sleep. 

“The camp where we lived was 
nothing but a bunch of mud huts. 
For entertainment we had movies and 
once in a while a USO show. The 
food wasn’t good because everything 
we ate was dehydrated. Nothing | 
could grow in that God-forsaken 
country and even the natives were! 
in a state of starvation all the time. | 
The Persian natives we saw are the 
most filthy people I have ever seen| 
in my life. They don’t know what| 
the word sanitation means, 


“During *my furloughs I usually | 
went sight-seeing. I was able to! 
visit Palestine, Jerusalem, Tehran 
and other cities, some of which I 
cannot remember. how to spell. All! 
I can say now is that Im mighty 
glad to get back in the good old 
U. S. A. While in Iran I saw Wil- 
liam Muzzillo, James Worman and 
Robert Babbitt, all Garrett young’ 
men.” 

James has 81 service points to his 
credit but he does not believe that 
he will receive a discharge. He 
reports to Camp Atterbury August 
31 and then to Fort Benning, Ga., for 
reassignment, 


He has two brothers in the mili- 
tary service, Pfc. Frank Redmond, 
who is in the Philippines with the | 
Sixth army, and Collins J. Redmond | 
GM 2/c, who is now at a rest camp, 
at Treasure Island, Calif. 

James is being married Tuesday at 
9 a.m. to Miss Kathleen Walt, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walt of | 
Avilla. The double ring ceremony 
will take place at Si. Mary’s church, 
Avilla, with Father Charles Keyser | 
officiating. ; : 


Miss Walt is a graduate of Avilla 
high school, being a member of the 
class of 1940. She operates a beauty 
salon in that town. James was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
with the class of 1933 and before he! 
was inducted into the service he was 
a B. & O. fireman. 
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T/5 DORSIE A. BOYD 


T/5 Dorsie A. Boyd is a lineman 


with the 97th signal battalion in 
Germany. His wife, the former 
Violet Snyder, and two children, 


Phyllis Ann and Connie Lou, are re- 
siding for the duration with Mrs. 
Boyd’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Forrest 
Snyder of 118 South Walsh street. 
Dorsie is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Levi 
Boyd of Corunna. 

Technician * Boyd graduated from 
the Corunna school and -+he was 
farming until the time he was _ in- 
ducted into the military service Nov. 
17, 1942. He received his training 
at Camp Bowie, Tex., and Camp Polk, 
La., before going overseas last Sept- 
ember. 

A letter that he wrote to his wife 
June 14 is as follows: ,“I will tell you 
about some ofthe things from the 
time |! got on. tire boat at New York 
up until now. * ‘Things weren’t so 
good on the boat! The eats were 
awfully bad and there were no very 
good places to sleep. It took us 
thirteen days to get to England and 
things were good there. We stayed 
in England five weeks and then we 
crossed the channel to France, and 
from there we went to Belgium. The 
Germans sent over a ‘lot of buzz 
bombs but they didn’t bother us very 
much. _ It was here that | started to 
drive a truck ~°©~ 2 pene ! 

“From Belgium we were sent into 
Germany. The first day they took 
us up to the front By and we 
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PHYLLIS ANN AND CONNIE Lou 
~ BOYD ; | 


worked with the front line troops for 
about five weeks. Then we were 
called back up to the front lines with 
the 82nd division and we stayed on 
the front lines working with other 
outfits too When the Americans 
crossed the Rhine | was right there 
as we were taking care of the com 
munications lines for them. 1} wags 
scared there several times pretty 
bad. The Germans were on one 
side of the river and we were on the 
other side. But, we lived through it 
and after we crossed the river we 
could hardly keep up with the Ger- 
mans, they were moving back so 
fast. We worked right along with 
the troops until about two weeks ago 
and then we dropped behind to start 
picking up cable and field wire. Then 
we went to work on the pole lines. 
We havn’t done very much since and 
| don’t know what we will do next. © 
“One thing, we have always had a 
house to live in. We had to move 
the people out, which was pretty 
tough on some. But it is their fault 
we are here and not ours.” ken 
Phyllis Ann was born July 2, 1941, 
in Sacred Heart hospital and she 
weighed 634 pounds at birth. She 
now weighs 50 pounds and has brown 
hair and blue eyes. Connie Lou was 
born in Sacred Heart hospital Aug. 
28, 1944, and she weighed 7 pounds 
and 7 ounces. . She is almost triple 
that weight now and she also has 
light brown hair and blue eyes. 
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AIRCRAFT MECHANIC 


PVT. CHARLES REDNER 


Pvt. Redner is the husband of the 
former Kathryn McDanel of 604 West 
King street and a son of Mrs. Jesse 
Redner of Muskegon, Mich. His wife 
and their two young children, Karen 
Kay and Mark Edward, are making 
their home with Mrs. Redner’s par- 

. ents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter -McDanel 
of the West King street address, for 
the duration. 


Before joining the military forces, 
Redner was employed at the Conti- 
nental Motor Corp. at Muskegon, 
Michigan. He joined the army in 
August, 1943, and received his train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., March 
Field and Hammer Field, Calif., and 
Kearns Fiefd, Utah. He left for 
overeas in August, 1944, and is 
serving as a mechanic in a ground 
crew of the Fifteenth Air Forces in 
Italy. He was a mechanic on a B-17 
Flying Fortress, “Dinah Might,” which 
made 99 consecutive missions. 

The following article appeared in 
the service man’s paper published by 
the Fifteenth Army Air Forces: 


“ ‘Zero Five Five,’ her more popu- 
lar name, or “Dinah Might,” as she 
had been unofficially dubbed en route 
overseas, flew what may be well her: 


last mission on Dec. 26, when she], 


took part in the bombing of the 
synthetic oil refineries at Blech- 
hammer, Germany. This B-17 Flying 
. Fortress, flying with 99th Bombard 
Group, participated in her 99th con- 


secutive bombing mission ‘without!! 
having a turnback for mechanical |) 


reasons. 


“Bearing more than 50 flak holes} 


and flying for a long period of time 
on two engines, having lost two to; 
flak, her third engine gave out just; 
over an island in the Adriatic, where 
her pilot safely landed her ang the 
crew. 


“Fighting gallantly to the end, she}: 


closed her career in a_ sensational 
manner, landing on one engine and 
hopping across a nosed-over B-24 that 
blocked the landing strip. She’s 
destined to remain on that bomber 
graveyard. 


“The last flight ferped off a bril-| 
liant record of nine months of com- 
bat duty for this veteran of the skies. 
. She amassed 1021 hours flying time 

. and 860 hours were achieved in com- 
bat. She participated fn the first, 
shuttle run by — American heavy 
bombers to Russian bases, bombed 
the landing beaches on-.D-Day in 
southern France and was over the| 
Ploesti oil fields in Roumania on nine | 
different attacks. She had blasted) 
targets in Germany, Austria, Chech- 
oslovakia, © Poland, Italy, southern 
France and aestt ppountry in the 
Balkans. 

To the tomberiss crew chief, Master 
Sergeant Howard E. Brown Jr. of 
Sanford, N. C.;""this “is “finito’ to a 


{ 


— 


seemingly unending period of ‘sweat- 
ing it out’ oe 

“Since she started on her unpary 
alelled record, - “Brown has been in 
the limelight, together with the plane. 
It’s been ‘Brownie’s plane’ and he was 
always answering such questions as: 
‘Is she flying today?’ and aoe hay 


missions she got?’ 


“The ground crew at work at their 
15th AAA .bomber ‘base after ‘Zero 
Five Five’s’ 98th mission were found 


assisting Brown, in replacing a blown- 


out cylinder on her No. 3 engine. 
They continded*én their work saying 
little, but expressed the common hope 
that the bomber would reach the 
century mark. 
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“Brown’s assistant crew chief, Ser 
geant Billy G. Carter of Talso, Tex 
States her first mission to Steyr, Aus 
tria, was her roughest one. ‘Sh 
had her tail shot out on that one,’ h 
said. ‘Another rough one,’ went o 
the Texan, ‘was an attack on Vienne 
when she received more than 30 flai 
holes. Outside of that, she was quit 
a lucky ship and kept us steppin 
and sweatin’.’ 

“Cpl. Oscar B. Carroll of Goldth 
waite, Tex., another mechanic on the 
Ship, has this to say: ‘It got to be 
nerve wracking sometimes, just wor- 
ryin’ whether everything was done 
right and whether she would complete 
the mission. I’m mighty proud we got 
this far.’ One of the newer members 
of the crew of mechanics, Private 
Chas. E. Redner of Garrett, Ind., 
Says: ‘She certainly was a great 
Ship. The boys all did their darndest 
to keep her setting a record. It 
didn’t matter whether it was the 
armorers, radio mechanics, or fiying 
crews, they all cooperated by doing 
their share. I’m glad | could help.’ ” 


LL 


DROVE INTO BELGIUM 
: | 


So 


PVT. REED M. (BEN) BAKER 


This son of Mr. and Mrs. Josh 
Baker of Altona recently sent his 
Parents a copy of a paper published 
in Belgium. It was a welcome on be- 
half of the people of Liege, who 
greeted the soldiers of liberation. 
One article read in part: “For four 
long and painful years, we have 


waited patiently but with unshakable 
confidence for this great moment 
where we could think, speak and act 
again as we wish. The people of 
Liege have suffered heavily; through 
their sufferings their love of liberty 
has become greater. We knew that 
overseas thousands of young men 
were preparing for the final assault, 
which could open the road to glory 
and victory. We honour the a 
ories of the brave men who fell in the 
first and heaviest battles. Their 
blood and that of our sons and bro- 
thers in May, 1940, will not have been 
shed in vain. Their memory shail 
live eternally in our hearts and we 
will confide their names and their 
examples to. the coming generation. 
Fighting men of the United States! 
of America and of Great Britain, you | 
are our brothers, the heart of Liege 
considers you as its sons. You are 
here at home, be in our little father- 
land as is your great fatherland.” 

Ben was formerly employed as a 
brakeman on the Baltimore and Ohio 
and joined the armed forces in Octo-| 
ber, 1943. Following his induction | 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison he was 
sent to Camp Shelby, Miss., for his 
basic training and he also received 
training at Camp Claiborne, La., and 
New Orleans. He has been overseas | 
since May, 1944, and is attached to | 
a railroad battalion. He drove a) 
truck into Belgium and was also in) 
Liege. 

His wife, the former Florence Gose 
of Kendallville, is making her home) 
with her husband’s parents for the 
duration. 
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FIVE DeKALB CO. BOYS 
ARE WAR CASUALTIES 


Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Mochamer of 
320 East Eleventh street, Auburn, 
received a telegram Thursday from 
the War department, stating that 
their son, S/Sgt. Robert Mochamer, 
Ras been reported missing in action 
since Dec. 26 over Czechoslovakia. 

Sgt. Mochamer has been overseas 
since August, 1944. He enlisted Nov. 
15, 1943, and Jeft Auburn Dec. 10 of 
that year for Miami Beach, Fla., 
where he received his basic training. 
He then was sent to Tyndall Field, 
Fla., where received his wings. From 
there he was transferred to Westover 
Field, Mass., for his combat and 
crew training and later was sent over- 
seas. Sgt. Mochamer was a gunner 
on a Liberator B-24. 

The missing soldier’s mother is the 
former Eleanor Beehler, a daughter of 
Mrs. Clemma Beehler of 114 South 
Franklin street, Garrett. 

Robert Widdicombe Gone 


Another Auburn soldier is missing 
in action. Mrs. Lawrence Anderson of 
504 South Main street received a 
telegram Friday afternoon stating 
that her son, Pfc. Robert W. Widdi- 
_combe, has been missing since Dec. 
21 in Germany. 

The Auburn soldier was in the 
423rd Infantry, 106th Division, 
which was in some of the hardest 
fighting in the recent break-through 
in Germany and Belgium. He is a 
graduate of the Auburn high school 
and was employed at the Interna- 
tional Harvester Co. in Fort Wayne 
before entering the armed service in 
November, 1943. He was given his 
training at Ft. Benning, Ga. and 
Camp Atterbury, Ind. 

Richard Thomas Missing 


Pvt. Richard Thomas, age 22, an 
Auburn soldier, was reported miss- 
ing in action since Dec. 21, in a tele- 
gram received from the War depart- 
ment Thursday afternoon by his wife, 
Mrs. Harriet Thomas, who is a stu- 
dent at Indiana university at Bloom- 
ington. Pvt. Thomas is the son of Mrs. 
J. R. Walter of 340 West Seventh 
street, Auburn. 

Pvt. Thomas was in the médical 
detachment of the 43rd infantry of 
the 106th division, which was in some 
of the hardest fighting in the recent 
break-through in Germany and Bel- 
gium. 


‘The missing soldier had been over- 
»seas for the past three months, He 


band has been missing in action in 


has been in the service several years, 
leaving his study, as a junior at Wab- 
ash college at Crawfordsville, Ind., 
to enter the army. He received his 
training at Camp Wheeler, Ga., the 
University of Alabama, and Camp 
Atterbury, Ind. 

The last letter Mrs. Walter re- 
ceived from him was dated Dec. 12 
and was a Christmas greeting. He 
stated that he was somewhere in 
Germany at that time. 

Butler Youth Vanishes 

According to a telegram received 
by Mrs, Willis P, Bungard of Butler 
from the War Department, her hus- 


Germany since December 18, He en- 
tered the service in January, 1944 | 
and went overseas las*% June, having 
received his training at Camp Wheel- 
er, Ga. | 
/ S/Sgt. Bungard is 29 years of age 
and a graduate of the Butler nih | 
school. Mrs. Bungard, with their 


four-year-old .daughter, resides on 
North Pearl street in Butler. When a 
civilian he was employed by the New 
York Con railroad Co. Besides his 
parents, Mr.4 and Mrs. Oliver Bun- 
gard of Butler, there are two broth- 
ers, both of ewhom: are in the service, 
Sgt. Samuel - Te Bungard with the 
army in Europe and Oliver W. Bun- 
gard F 2-c on active duty in the 
navy, The last letter received from 
Sgt. Bungard was by his wife on De- 
eember 6. 
Kent McKenney Killed 

Word was received Sunday by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. L. McKenney that their 
son, Kent, a paratrooper, was killed 


in action Dec. 23. Mr. McKenney is} 


superintendent of the Auburn schools. 
Paul Coburn Missing 

Garrett relatives received word 
Saturday that 1st Lt. Paul Coburn 
of Akron, Ohio, a member of a for-! 
mer Garrett family, has been missing | 
in France since Dec. 21. Paul is a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Coburn. 
Mr. Coburn is a brother of Mrs. Nor- 
val Withrow of 518 South Cowen 
street, Garrett, and Mrs. Coburn is a 
sister of Mrs. C, E. Miller of 612 
South Franklin street, Garrett. Paul 
is a graduate of an Akron high 
school and the University of Akron. 
He was employed. by the -Goodyear | 
Rubber Co. before entering the army, ! 
He was an officer in a heavy guns 
unit. He was the only child of his 
parents. His wife was an Akron girl. 


WARTIME IN FRANCE IS 


DESCRIBED BY -SOLDIER 


(Written by Pvt. Darwin Smith to 
his mother, ‘Mrs. Hazel Smith of 600 
East King street, Garrett.) pty 

Dear Mom: 


Well, I have a little time now so 
I'll try and write you a half decent 
‘letter. I don’t have any ink, or I 
would write with my pen. 

First of all I would like to tell you 
something about the country and peo- 
ple. The people as I see them are 
very friendly. While we were on the 
train they would run out of the house 
and wave to us. The children would 
also wave. Of course these children 
may not understand everything about 
the war, but I’m pretty sure that they 
know the uniform of ths American sol- 
dier. 

I’m pretty sure that if some of the 
kids back home could see these chil- 
dren that they would appreciate their 
environment a little bit more. The 
French kids who live in the country 
wear wooden shoes and they really 
do make a noise. While we were 
stopped out in the country I saw two 
little girls coming down a tar bound 
road. When they were about two 
blocks away, I could hear their shoes. 
They wore skirts which just covered 

_ above their knees and little caps 
which reminded me a lot of Rita Kay. 
The thing of it is that it had snowed 
in the night, and there those kids 
had bare legs whereas us guys in the 


car had long underwear, overcoats, | 


and O. D.’s.on and our legs were 
still cold. 

A lot of the fellows give candy to 
the kids. They go around and sort 
of just look at you in a way that you 
‘have to give them something. They 
also collect cigarettes for their par- 
ents. The parents themselves are 
|sometimes there and they really ap- 
preciate cigarettes and candy. 

One thing that amused me was the 
one horse wagons they have. These 
wagons have two large wheels. about 
the size of a small man. The’ wagon 
itself is about eight feet long and 
has sides which flare outward. They 
really load those things down. 

The gardens the French people have 
are very nice looking. On the out- 
skirts of all cities and in the cities 
themselves, every space of unoccu- 
pied ground is utilized for garden 
purposes. They have onions and let- 
tuce and everything else which we 


have. "The" “‘egrdens” are very well 
kept up. You can’t see a weed in ten 
acres of garden. I saw an old woman, 
who I would say was at least eighty, 
years ‘old, down on her hands and. 
keer working on a patch of onions. | 

- The ride on the 40 and 8 cars was 
one of those “never forget” exper-. 
iences.* We were packed in so tight 
that a sardine can would have looked | 
like Madison Square Garden. It was” 
very cold outside and the numerous 
cracks in the side of the car made it 
very easy for mother nature to ex-. 
pose us to all of the elements. At 
night time we all got a place to 
islebp. The lucky ones got to stretch 
out. I wasn’t so lucky. I woke up. 
at 3 o’clock and from then on all I 
can remember is trying out about 
twenty-five or thirty positions in order | 
that my neck, legs, back and arms 
would all be relaxed. In the morning 
when I woke up to my great dismay 
my nocturnal] efforts on keeping com- 
fortable had yielded nothing because 
my body as a whole was one large 
knot. . After. trotting around in the 
snow, the cramps soon came out and 
I felt a little better. One good thing 
though was that I wasn’t cold. The 
reason for this was I had on ‘the fol- 
lowing garments: (1) socks (2) com- 
bat boots (3) long johns (4) shorts 
(5) sweat shirt (6) O. D. shirt (7) 
wool sweater (8) O. D. pants (9) 
field jacket (10) overcoat (11) wool 
cap (12) and over all of this I had a 
nice wool army blanket. I guess it 
was nigh on to impossible to get any- 
thing cold except the feet. 

One of the stations we stopped at 
was really quaint looking. It was 


| kind of a_.cream color and on the top 
‘it had little parapets which were 
designed in many different colors. It 
put you in the mind of some ancient 
Chinese piece of architecture. 


The houses here are a lot different 


than home. All of them have red tile 
roofs. They are built in kind of odd 
proportions. It seems like they are 


taller than they.are wide or long. 
They put me in the mind of those 
houses which the Toonerville Trolley 
people live in. The houses’are all 
very clean and neat. F 
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‘the brush has been cleared away. All 


‘skirts of these fields will be forests. 


The country terrain is really very 
beautiful. It seems to me that all of| 


you can see are long sloping hills of} 
grain or pasture. Then on the out- 


I say forests because the trees are |, 
much closer together here than they | 
are at home. The floors of the forest 
are nice green grass. The countryside 
is really very pretty. Every now and 
then is a farmer’s house. Around the 
house are several hedge rows (these 
are not at every..place but some 
farms have them) and these rows gen- 
erally enclose a small orchard or 
pasture. Some of the houses have 
thatched roofs and other have tile 
roofs. Then they have a small barn 
plus two or threetother buildings. All 
in all it seems that they are very} 
neat. 


The railroads are funny affairs. All 
of the box cars that I’ve seen have 
been half the:size of ours ‘and the! 
coal cars are about one fourth the! 
size of ours. Honestly, mom, they look | 
like little toy trains roling along the 
track. The switches are all hand 
operated and in the yards they have 
a little switch house where a guy 
stands and pulls the levers so as to 
change the switches. Of course the 
larger towns have electric switches 
and so forth but I’m just talking about 
towns like Garrett or smaller. 


Passenger trains are different than, 
ours too. They are made up in small 
compartments and in each compart- 
ment is a door leading to the outside 
The passengers come to the station, 
buy their tickets and get in any place 
where there is room. Some of the 
natives ride their. bicycles to the sta- 
tion and on the train are two special 
cars for bikes. They just put their 
bikes in the car and when they get to 
their destination they have their 
means of further transportation with 
them. 

Almost all of the people carry some 
kind of pack or another. I don't 
know what they have in them but I 
imagine it is food. From what I hear 
it’s kind of hard to get around there, 
so they carry it from home. — 7 > 

Now I'll tell you about the place we 
stay in. It is an old mill which I think 
must have ground feed for Napoleon’s 
horses. There are four floors on it 
and each floor is loaded with bunks. 
Well, it may sound pretty good as far 
as I’ve gone, but I haven’t told you 
about the ventilation. There are 
windows on all sides of the building. 
They are French type windows—you | 
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know—made in little sections, Well, 
the window I’m ‘looking at’ now has 
three panes which aren’t broken and 
nine panes which are. Since we ve 
been having a cold snap I'll assure 
you that the only time you are warm | 
is when you are in your sleeping bags 
with your overcoat and blanket piled 
over you. There is a stream running 
right under the building and there are) 
several large waterwheels which have 
the ‘paddles removed. There is an- 
other building here that is a chateau. 
It is a lot smaller than this thing 
and it looks kind of modern. Between 
the chateau and mill.is a street about 
a block and a whalf long which is 
covered with very pretty trees. On 
each side of the. road about four or 
five yards apart are trees. They 
must be real old because they are 
very tall and they form a morsoct 
canopy over the street. 

The running water we get is all 
_———$—$———— 


cold. Reason being it’s running “in| the. 
bed of the mill stream. You take your. 
steel helmet down to the stream, dip | 
in and pour the water into a big | 
cauldron of hot water which is ulere_ 
by the stream. Then you dip another 
helmet full out and you then oe 
some nice warm water. 


I’ll just have to tell you about the 
latrine too. Leading from the strvam_ 
are two runaways. Well, over these’ 
runaways, the latrines are built. Thus. 
the sewage system has running water 
at all times. It was really somebody’s 
brain storm but it works very nicely. 

The chow we have had so far is 
much better than the stuff we got on 
the ship. Everybody seems to have 
been about half starved due to the 
food we had on the boat. The only 
bad thing here is that you have to 
stand in line to eat and then you have 
to stand in line to wash your mess 
gear. I guess you can’t crab though, 
because as long as you have good eats 
you’ll do just about anything for it. 

I believe I told you that if ['m 
lucky I will get a pass to Paris. If 
someone had told me three years ago 
that I would be in France and see 
Paris in 1945, I would have told him 
that he was crazy. If I do get in Ill 
try to get you a souvenir of some 
kind or another. 


One thing I want you to know is 


that I’ve written this letter all in one 


sitting and my feet are nearly frozen, | 


so I’ll close for now. I'll write more 
later when my feet warm up. 
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PATTY JEAN ANDERSON 


Today \ we are Moresenting® the pic- tachment. of machine guns ‘to aire 


tures of two brothers serving with the 
armed fceirces. ‘The little girl is the 
daughter of one of the boys. PF ere 
Kenneth, better known as “Jack,” 
was’ graduated from ' Garrett high 
school in 1936 and before he entered 
the army in October, 1940, he was em- 
ployed in Auburn by the Auburn Rub- 
ber Corp. He 
training at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds in Maryland and later was 
transferred to the ,army air force 
school at Las Vegas, - Nev. He was 
;then sent to Lansing, Mich., where he 
ledsolved pesclal atyaining | on the at- 


neceived his basici| 


planes. Upon the completion ‘of that. 
course he returned to Las Vegas and 
was assigned to duties ‘as a machine 
gun instructor, making ‘flights _ with 
students between Sait Lake’ City. and 
Las Vegas. At the present. time he 
is stationed at Indian’ Springs, Nev., | 
awaiting orders for overseas duty. ~ z 
Murland, a member of the 1938 class 
of Garrett high school, was employed 
as a trainman on the Pennsylvania 
railroad at Fort Wayne before he was 
sworn into the navy last August. He 
received his “boot” training at the 
naval training station at Great Rakes 


ies ada! dee “ 


Conti nued 
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S/SGT. KENNETH P. ANDERSON |; 


I!l., and was recently at home on a 
nine day leave. He now is attending 
the armed guard school at Norfolk, 
Va. His wife, the former Georgianna’ 
Miller of Auburn, and their young 
daughter, Patty Jean, live in Fort | 
Wayne. ; 

Patty Jean is two years and five | 
months old, having been born in the 
Souder hospital in Auburn in July,\ 
1942. She has brown naturally curly 
hair and brown eyes. The grandpar- 
ents are Philmer Anderson of Altona. 
and Mrs. Blanche Anderson of 114. 
South Cowen street, Garrett, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Clair pilter of Fort see 


LOCAL SOLDIER 
LOSES HIS LIFE. 
FIGHTING NAZIS 


“Killed in action” ,was the shock- 
ing message received Saturday night 
by relatives of Lt. Berwyn E. Brown, 
28, a Garrett veteran of the North 
African and European campaigns 
against the Axis. 


‘Camp Livingston, La., 


The telegram, addressea to his wife, 


Mrs. Alice Myrtle Brown, was sent 
by the adjutant general at Washing: 
ton, D. C., and read ‘as follows: “The 
secretary of war desires me to ex- 
press. his deep regret that -your hus- 
band, .Lt. Berwyn E. Brown, was 


killed in action in defense of his- 


country on Jan. 12 in Italy.” a 


Since Lt. Brown left for overseas in 
April, 1943, his wife and little daugh- 
ter, Margaret Ann, have been making 
their home with Mrs. Brown’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Thomas, at 
Kalamazoo, Mich. She and the baby 
arrived in Garrett Saturday to visit 
Lt. Brown’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest J. Brown of 503 South Peters 
street. Lt. Brown’s sister, Miss Doro- 
thy Brown, also was at home for the 
week-end from Wright‘ Field, Dayton, 
O., where she is employed. 

Mr. Thomas telephoned the con- 
tents of the message to Garrett and 
on Sunday he and Mrs. Thomas and 
another son-in-law and daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Warren Carrington, and 
the little daughter of the latter came 
to Garrett from Kalamazoo. They 
returned home the same day, accom- 
panied by the widow and her little 
daughter. Miss Dorothy Brown fe- 
mained in Garrett for a pees visit 
with her parents. 

Was University Gradtdee 

Lt. Brown was born in. Garrett 
June 1, 1915. He was graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1933 and from 
Purdue university in 1937. He took 
a course in pharmacy at Purdue and 
was a member of the R. O. T. C., 
being given the rank of second lieu- 


— 
ence reels 


168 
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tenant in the reserve. He then took ' 


employment with the Upjohn Co. at 
Kalamazoo. He and Miss Thomas 
were married at Kalamazoo Apr. 13, 
1941, and he entered “the ’ aM 15 


days later as a first’ ntena t. - He 


was assigned to” the ¢ tem" jal war- 
fare branch and received ‘training at 
Edgewood 
Arsenal, Md., and Fort Bliss, Tex. 
He sailed for North Africa last April 
and following that campaign took 
part in the invasion, of Sicily and then 
of Italy. The last letter received from 
him was dated Jan. 7. 

When he lived in Garrett, Lt. Brown 
attended the Methodist church. The 
baby, Margaret Ann, was born Dec. 
1, 1942. His family resided with hifa 
at the various camps until he left 
for overseas duty. Lt. Brown’s father 
is a B. & O. crew dispatcher. 


Sees Victims of Starvation - 


-Piled Up in Nazi Prison Camp 


PVT. 


GERALD H. BROWN 


Little Marilyn Ann Brown, who 
makes her home with her maternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Milton 
Snook of 512 South Franklin street, 


has received the following letter from 
her father, Pvt. Gerald H. Brown, writ- 
ten May 30 from Hisenach, Germany: 


“I received 9 letters from you day 
before yesterday and will try and 
answer them all today. Since the 
war is over I sure have been on the go. 
Our outfit is now hauling refugees 
and slave labor and it is a pitiful 
sight. One could never believe the 
condition some of them are in. 


“In my travels I went into a con- 
centration camp where there were 
people who died of starvation. They 
were naked and piled up like cord- 
wood. Outside of the place were 
seven boxcar loads of dead men and 
women which were ready to be shipped 
to a place where they burn their 
bodies, but they didn’t have time to 
do it before we got there. It is 
something [I will never forget as long 
as I live. The commanding officer 
took the burgomaster of the town 
and showed him, and the next morn- 
ing they found him dead, he had shot 
himself. I guess that was the best 
way out for him. 

“Well about me coming home. [ 
just don’t know how soon it will be 


but expect to be home ‘in the next 
couple of months. [ had a physical 
examination the other day and I 
have been placed in class 3, which 
means [ will not go to Ci B. L. I sure 
would like to be home before you 
start to school next fall and I hope 
I can get a job where I can be near 
you. It would mean so much to me 
if I could. hate 


“I now can tell you what army I 
am in. It is ‘Blood and Guts’ third 
army witli Patton. I was in the First 
army. before the breakthrough last 
Dec. 16 and what a day. We were| 
transferred to. Patton’s third army 
on right flank of breakthrough. Our 
outfit was fighting with the 101st 
airborne troops in Bastoigae, which, 
was the turning point of the preak- 
through. I was wounded there Jan. 


fod 


7. Will never forget that day either. 


“There are so many things I can 
write about but don’t know if you 
would be interested #1 them or not. 
I can now wear the Purple Heart, 
the E. T. O. ribbon with four battle 
stars, and Good .Conduct ribbon and 
three overseas. stripes 


(Southwest | 


Pacific ribbon, North American Thea- 


tre ribbon and Pearl Harbor ribbon) 


for time spent in merchant’ marine. | 


“Well we are getting good food 
again. When we were on the big 
drive through Germany and Czecho- 
Slovakia we were eating out of tin 
cans, C rations and K rations, which 
isn’t so good. O, yes, we crossed the 
Rhine river on invasion barges. What 
a time and what a thrill. 
so funny then but it.is now. One 
Sure does funny things when under 
artillery fire. You can never find a 
hole big enough for yourself, but it 
is surprising how many guys can get 
into one hole when they have too.” 


Private Brown was employed in 
train service by the Southern Rail- 
road at Tucson, Ariz., before he. 
joined the maritime service in the | 
spring of 1942. He joined the army 
in San Francisco in October, 1943, 
and received his basic training at 
Camp Roberts, Calif. Later he was 
sent to Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and 
went overseas in May, 1944. His 
daughter is 13 years of age and has 
made her home with her grandpar- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Snook of 
512 South Franklin street, since the 
death of her mother, the former Mil- 
dred Snook, several years ago. 


It wasn't | 
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Two Soldiers and Their Sons ao 


$/SGT. ROBERT M. VanLEAR 


Pictured here are two of Uncle 
Sam’s servicemen and their sons. 
They are S/Sgt. Robert M. VanLear 
and his son, Robert Wayne, and Sat. 
Max Zerns and his son, Joel. S/Sgt. 
VanLear is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry VanLear of 110 South Ijams 
street and his wife is the former Mar- 
jorie Erickson of DesLacs, N. D. Sgt. 
Zerns, whose home is in Muskegon, 
Mich., is the husband of the former 
Marcella VanLear. She is residing 
with her parents while her husband is 
in service. 


S/Sgt. Robert VanLear reported 
at Cherry Point, N. C., August 28 
after having visited his parents and 
his wife’s parents while on leave. He 
just returned from serving fourteen 
months in the South Pacific as a mem- 
ber of the First Marine Bomber 
Squadron. 

Robert was graduated from. Garrett 
high school with the class of 1939 and 
then he became employed at the Inter- 
national Harvester Co. in Fort Wayne. 
He enlisted in the marine corps and he 
was inducted at Indianapolis June 11, 
1942, He received his “boot” train- 
ing at San Diego, Calif., and then he 
spent several months in two schools 
in Chicago studying to become an 
aviation machinist’s mate. Upon 
completion of this work he was trans- 
ferred to Cherry Point, N. C., and he 
left for overseas duty with the marines 
in January, 1944. 


————— 


ony ae) eee en 


JOEL ZERNS - 
ROBERT WAYNE VanLEAR 


ground crew chief for a B-25 Billy 
Mitchell bomber and he was on bases 
at New Hebredes, Sterling island, 
Munda and Emerau, the latter being 
located northwest of New Ireland is- 
land. The principal job of the First 
Marine Bomber Squadron was to keep 
the Japs neutralized on the by-passed 
islands. As soon as the Japs would 
repair their airplane’ strips the 
marines would destroy them. The 
B-25 that Robert was ground crew 
chief for destroyed a Jap submarine. 
The B-25 was out on a dawn patrol 
and it surprised a Jap sub on the 
surface. First the plane strafed it 
with its guns and then sank the sub 
with depth charges. Robert was not 
along on this missicn but he did fly 
missions on several occasions. 
Robert states that Emerau island is 
located right on the Equator and that 
it is very hot there; the temperature 
never goes below 90 degrees and it 
gets as high as 140. The airplane 
field was carved right out of the 
jungles and the men all slept in tents. 
“Our biggest problem in. living on 
that island was combating the rats,” 
says Robert. “There were millions 
of them. We didn’t mind them so 
much except when they would get in 
bed with us. They were just every- 
where and in everything. There were 
plenty of bugs too. We did have 
quite a lot of fun going fishing. There 
are plenty of fish in the ocean there. 
We would use a liferaft as a boat and 


The Garrett young man became a| we could catch all the fish we wanted. 


Cortinuved 


VomnLent, Zerns, cont: 


a 


charge. 
points and he states that he will be 


SGT. MAX ZERNS 


The fish were usually about two feet 


long.” 
According to recent reports, the 
marine corps has adopted the army 


System of service points for dis- 


Robert figures that he has 87 


plenty happy if he does get a dis- 


charge. He plans to return to work 


at the International Harvester Co. 


Sgt. Zerns lived for a while with 
his wife at the VanLear residence. 
He entered the service in June, 1943, , 
and he has been overseas for fifteen | 
months. He is with a heavy shop 
company of the engineers somewhere 
in the Philippine islands. 


Little Joel Zerns was born March 
1, 1944, in Sacred Heart hospital and 
he weighed 6 pounds and 7 ounces 
at birth. He now weighs 27 pounds 
and he has blond hair and blue eyes. 
His parents call him Joey. The ma- 
ternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry VanLear and the paterna 
grandmother is Mrs. Ellnora Zerns oi 
Muskegon. 


Robert Wayne VanLear was born 
March 6, 1944, at Minot, N. D., and 
he weighed 6 pounds and 11 ounces at 
birth. He looks a great deal like his 
father, having light brown hair and, 
brown eyes. He now weighs 23 | 
pounds. The paternal grandparents. 
are Mr. and Mrs. VanLear and the. 
maternal grandparents are Mr. ane 
Mrs. A. A. Erickson of DesLacs. 


| 


HOME FROM PACIFIC | 


Lt. Robert 
'Thursday from the west coast to visit 
his wife and young daughter, July 
Lee, and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Childers of 306 South Walsh 


B. Childers arrived 


street. Mrs. Childers and July Lee, 
jof Hyattsville, Md., have been in the 
Ralph Childers home for two weeks. 


Lt. Childers reached the United 
| States in July after six months’ duty 
in the North Pacific as assistant gun- 
hery officer of one of Uncle Sam’s 
light cruisers. He and his family will 
leave August 15 to visit his wife’s par- 
ents at Hyattsville, a suburb of Wash- 
ington, D. C., and on Sept. 1 he will 
report to the Rensselaer Polytechnic 
‘Institute, Troy, N. Y., for a 20 months’ 
naval course in civil, engineering. 
Upon completion of the course, Lt. 
Childers will be a qualified civil en- 
gineer and will be assigned to the 
bureau of yards and docks, which is 
concerned with the construction and 
repair of naval shore installations. 

Lt. Childers graduated from Annapo- 
lis in December, 1941, receiving the 
rank of ensign. He was Promoted to 
lieutenant (j.g.) in October, 1942, and | 
to lieutenant a year later. He has 
been on active sea duty for two and a 
half years in the North and South 
Pacific. 7 

For the past several months his 
|Ship operated in the North Pacific 
area. His ship was part of the task 
force that protected the Americans 
in the landing on Amchitka, Kiska and 
Attu in the Aleutian Islands. The 
light cruiser also was part of a task 
force that bombarded Jap airfields on 
Paramushiru island in April of this 
year and Matsuwa island in June. 
These islands are part of the Kuriles 
group that extend north of the Jap | 
|Mainland for 900 miles and are known 
as the Japanese homeland islands. 

The attacks on Paramushiru and 
Matsuwa took place at night. The 
former raid caught the Japs com- 
plefely by surprise and the American 
ships were able to withdraw without 
a shot being fired at them. In the 
Matsuwa raid, Japanese shore bat-; 
teries returned the fire and some P. 
T. boats attempted to attack, but 
without success. 

Bob, as he is better known by his 
friends, states that his part in the 
war has been very unexciting. His 
ship has never been attacked by |. 
enemy warships or airplanes. He has 
seen only one Japanese airplane and 
that was in the Aleutians. 
He states that for entertainment on|. 
board ship there are movies, boxing 
and wrestling matches. The food is 
very good, he remarked. 
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RADIO OPERATOR 


PVT. HARLEY H. HART 


Having completed his basic training, | 
Pvt. Harley H. Hart has come home to ) 
spend a stop-over: furlough with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Hart of 
116 East Baltimore street. Harley, a 
member of this year’s graduation class — 
of Garrett high school, was called to. 
the armed forces last Dec. 6. He was. 
inducted at Fort Benjamin Harrison 
and from there was sent to Fort Bragg, 
N. C., where he specialized in radio 
work. He will leave Wednesday for. 
Camp McCoy, Wis., and be assigned to. 
duties as a radio operator with the 
field artillery. Harley states that his 
basic training was severe physically, . 
but the radio course proved very in-. 
teresting and fairly easy. During his’ 


cycle he learned to operate the five [ 


different radio sets that are used in. 
the field artillery. While he will be un-. 
able to be present at the high school 
commencement exercises May 18, he 
will receive his diploma. His brother, 
T/3 Dale D. Hart, is in Australia. 


1 #2 
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$/SGT. DALE HART COMMENDED 
FOR SERVICE IN.NEW GUINEA 
oa tal beli } 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Hart of Bear : 
Lake, formerly of Garrett, - received 
a very interesting letter from M/Set. 
Al Cudnick as follows:— 

~ “Foster Ee Hospital, Jackson, 
Miss. ~ Ps a aes 
“Dear ‘Folks: Bind 

-“I don’t know if you remember my 
name but I was the first sergeant of 
the 13th General. Hospital when it 
Went over. * Grey 
~*T am no ‘recuperating ee a 
tropical disease for which I was eva- 
cuated to the states. ~~ 

“IT want. to take this opportunity. to 
tell you what a marvelous job Dale is 
doing over there. He heads one of the 
most important and perhaps busiest | 
departments of the hospital. I could | 
think of no one that could do the job 
as well. He goes on being one of the 
most liked fellows in the outfit. 

“Om several occasions I used him as 
my assistant in running the outfit and 
he came through with flying colors. 

“It’s been grand knowing him and 
you have every right to feel justly 
proud of him in every. respect. 

“He has been not only one of my | 
best non-coms but also one of my best 
friends. I shall always admire him 
for his unquestioned loyalty and ser- 
vice to me. 

“Hoping it won’t be too long before 
he will be able to be back with you 
again, 


cece ena agin A COC CC LARC te It 


“Sincerely, / 
“Al Cudnick” 
Dale has been in the service 2 years * 
and 9 months and overseas more than 
a year. He is in New Guinea. 
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LOCAL SAILOR HAD 


MANY THRILLS 
FIGHTING JAPS 


GLADE M. HALL § 1/c 


‘ After having seen action in the 
Pacific for more than two years, a 
Garrett sailor, S 1% Glade Martin 


Hall, is now on leave Visi i 
; ting his par-! 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Hall of | 


800 South Lee street, Garrett. He 
leaves Tuesday for Seattle, Wash.. to 
rejoin his ship. Glade has had ons 
ship sunk from under him and he 
Participated in the battles of Tarawa 
and the Marshall Islands. 


Glade attended Garrett high school 
but left to enlist in the navy Novy. 6 
1941. He was sent to the Great Lakes 
naval training station for five weeks’ 
boot training and was then Sent to a 
Teceiving ship at San Francisco, He 
was assigned ti the U. S. S. Kanaw- 
ha, an oil tanker, that immediately 
left port for the*South Pacific to act 
as a fueling veszel for ships at differ- 
ent islands and to refuel ships in 
task forces. His boat arrived at Pear] 
Harbor shortly after the attack by 
the Japanese and he witnessed the 
terrible destruction there. The Ka- 
nawha made stops at Samoa, New 
Caledonia, Fiji Islands, New Hebrides 
and Tongatabu, returning to the 
United States after having been gone 

seven months. 


Glade left on his second trip Jan. 
13, 1943, the Kanawha making stops 
at Pearl Harbor, New Caledonia, 
New Hebrides and the Solomons. It 
was in the Solomons that Glade ex- 
perienced his first enemy attack. 
The Kanawha reached the Solomons 
March 28. For the next eight days 
several air raid alerts were sounded 
but no planes appeared.: 


In the meantime, the Kanawha 
had refueled several ships and no 
longer had any gasoline aboard. This 
fact probably saved Glade’s life. On 
the night of April 6, five or six planes 
attacked but no damage was done as 
the Japanese could not locate the 
ships in the dark. Glade was a load- 
er on a 20 m. m. anti-aircraft gun in 
the aft part of the vessel. 

Japanese Planes Attack 

The following afternoon the Jap 
planes came over in force. An alert 
was sounded at 3 p. m. and it was 
reported that there were 50 to 60 
Jap planes in the area.. At this time 
the Kanawha, a destroyer and sever- 
al smaller craft were in the harbor. 
Lookouts soon spotted the enemy 
planes in groups of four to six com- 
ing in from different directions. _ 

Bombs began falling everywhere 
and Glade states that the Kanawha 
began pitching like a match box ina 
pond. One near miss struck the 
water only 12 feet away from Glade. 
It did not throw much water on him 
as the bomb exploded far beneath the 
surface of the .water. In all, the 
Kanawha received four. direct 500 
pound bomb hits and several near 
misses. One bomb went through the 
deck just 18 feet from Glade, going 
down into the engine room, where it 
exploded, killing ali but. two. of the 
men, A piece Of Shrapnét from the 
bomb struck a sailor standing next 
to Glade in the back of the neck, se- 
riously injuring him. Another bomb 


’ started a fire on the deck. The fire 


could not be put out as the power 
plant was destroyed by the engine 
room explosion and orders were giv- 
en to abandon ship. i 

Hall went over the side with life- 
jacket on and was in the oily water 
about a half hour before he was 
picked up by a rescue ship and tak- 
en ashore. He states that he did not 
swallow any oil and as a conse- 
quence was-‘not ill. “I had to take 
an awful lot of showers though to get 
all of that oil off me,’”’ said the Gar- 
rett youth. During the attack, the 
Kanawha’s gun crews were credited 
with destroying four Jap planes. 
Glade was unable to say if his gun 
crew accounted for any of them but 
he did see one Jap plane crash in 
flames nearby. 


Continued 
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Bombs Fall at Night 2 
The men remained on Tulagi is- 
land for twelve days and during that 
OPINION n ein = - -- 2 * eal 
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‘time one or two Jap planes would 


drop bombs every night. However, 


they did not cause any damage. The, 


group was then taken to a survivors’ 


camp for a rest and each man was) 


given $25 worth of clothes by the 
LLL DIELS CE, ELISEO, CE LEE, LTT I LTE LSD LS EE TD 


Red Cross, as they lost all of their 
personal belongings. 


On May 19, 1943, Glade was as- 
signed to the battleship, U. S. S. 
Maryland, as a powder loader in a 
16-inch gun turret. Glade says no 
action occurred until November 30, 
when the ship participated in the 
battle of Tarawa. The Maryland re- 
mained off shore about two miles 
and pumped hundreds of 2,000 pound 
shells into the enemy’s shore de- 
fenses. 


Glade was unable to get up on deck 
to witness the battle until the ma- 
rines had landed and were pushing 
into the jungle. He says that he was 
able to clearly see the tracer bullets 
of machine guns crisscrossing every- 
where and was able to witness the 
shells. of the fleet and aerial bombs 
tearing the jungle apart. ‘‘That was 
a terrible fight,’’ says Glade. ‘‘The 
next morning there were bodies of 
Americans and Japs floating around 
our ship even though were were more 
than two miles offshore.’’ 


The Maryland remained at Tarawa 
until all supplies had been landed 
and the marines had everything un- 
der control. The battleship returned 
to the United States Dec. 22, 1943. 
It headed again for the South Pacific 
on January 13 and eighteen days 
later it took part in the battle of the 
Marshall Islands. — 


The Maryland was assigned the 
task of escorting. troop ships and 
shelling the Kwajalein atoll, the lat- 
ter being located in the center of the 
Marshall islands and the most strong- 
ly fortified position of the Japs. 
Glade says this attack was much 
more successful than the one at 
Tarawa because a much heavier con- 
centration of fire was laid down on 
the Japanese defenses. He says the 
atoll was practically leveled and only 
a few Japs remained alive after the 
terrific bombardment by ships and 
airplanes. The marines had only 
mopping up duties to perform after 
they landed « ‘2? seach. 


Three days after the landing the 
Japs made a night attack on the is- 
land and ships with a large force of 
airplanes. Glade says he started to 
count the number of bombs falling 
but he had to give up as they started 
coming too fast. Small boats put a 
smoke screen around the task force 
and none of the vessels was hit. 

The Maryland remained on guard 
in the area for about twelve days and 


then left for new duties. Glade re- 


turned to the United States March 4 
and he says “it sure is swell to be 
back home.’”’ At nineteen years of 
age, this youth has seen more of the 
world than most people will see in a 


lifetime. When he returns to _ his 
ship he will be the gunner of a 20 


m. m, anti-aircraft crew located 
the forward part of the vessel. 


Ae 


This youth, a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. J. Simpson of 404 North Walsh 
street, was a member of the 1945 
class of Garrett high school. He be- 
longed to the Bible and glee clubs 
and the Panorama staff. He entered 
the army last Jan. 18 and completed 
his training as a rifleman at Camp 
Fannin, Tex. He was an assistant 
squad lfeader and made a hit enter- 
taining his comrades with singing 
and acrobatics. 

After ten days’ furlough spent at 
home in May, Elmo went to St. Louis 
‘and then to Fort George Meade, Me. 

He left June 8 for California and 
then went to Hawaii. 

Elmo was born at Fort Wayne and 
the family moved to Garrett sever 
years ago. 
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Soldier Will See Twin Children 


For First Time| 


M/SGT. JOHN R. NYLANDER 


will come to Garrett from Camp Mc- 


| 
H 
| Within the next week this soldier 
| 
' Coy, Wis., to join his wife, the former 


'Louella Turnbull and their twin 
children, whom their “daddy” has 
never ‘seen. He will arrive in the 


United States from the South Pacific 
and will go to Camp McCoy to be re- 
leased from military service. Mrs. 
Nylander and the twins have been 
making their home with her parents, 
|Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd V. Turnbull of 
507 South Harrison street. The Ny- 
alae ber family will reside in Minne- 
apolis, Minn., Sgt. Nylander’s home 
| city. ; 
| Master Sgt. Nylander has been in 
the military service nearly eight 
years, two years of which was spent 
with the Minnesota National Guard 
jand the rest of the time serving in 
World war 2. He was trained in var- 
ious camps throughout the United 
States. He was stationed in the 
Panama Canali Zone for one year and 
as a member of the Twentieth Air 
Force he has seen service in the 
South Pacific since last March. 


JOHN R. NYLANDER JR. 


At Dyersburg, Tenn., before going 
to the Pacific, he was crew chief at 
the army air field. While stationed 
there he met his bride-to-be, who 
was then a member of the Wac. In 
civilian life he was employed for a 
short time by the Great Northern 
railroad. 


Sgt. Nylander received the Presi- 
dential citation, which reads as fol- 
lows: “Announcement is made of 


the award of the Bronze Star medal 
to Master Sergeant John R. Nylander, 
457th Bombardment Squadron, 330th 
Bombardment Group, Air Corps, 
United States Army, for meritorious 
service in connection with military 
operations against the enemy of the 
United States from 9 April 1945 to 
August 1945. Sgt. Nylander, as flight 
officer of a B-29 Superfort Squadron 
at a base in the Marianas, displayed 
exceptional ability and skill in or- 
ganizing and achieving maximum ef- 
fort from his men. Due to his out-| 
standing technical knowledge, Sgt. 
Nylander, was given the assignment 
of heading a scratch crew to take 
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JOAN KAY NYLANDER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


care of last minute mechanical Seb 
functions on aircraft, not only of 
his Own squadron and group, but also 
of other group ships that might have 
to pull into the service center for 
minor repairs. In 95 per cent of the 
cases, he was able to locate the trou-| 

| 

| 


ble, direct his men and have the 
ship back in commission for the 
strike. He continuously worked with‘ 
utter disregard for his own health! 
and it was an ordinary occasion for | 
him to be on the line in the fern asal 
ance of his duties for as long as | 
thirty-six to forty hours. By his | 
untiring efforts, exceptional technical | 
skill and outstanding leadership, he: 
inspired the men about him, reflect: | 
ing great credit on himself and the: 
Army Air Force.” | 

The twins were born May 31 of | 
this year in Sacred Heart hospital. | 
John R. Jr. weighed 6 pounds and! 
one ounce and Joan Kay weighed 4! 
pounds and 6 ounces. Now John tips | 
the scales at 14 pounds and 1 ounce! 
and Joan weighs 11 pounds. They | 
have dark hair and blue eyes. 
eae RS a Sa 6 Re pS 


PURPLE HEART TO 


T. ROBT. POTTER, 


AUBURN SOLDIER 


= 


LT. ROBERT S. POTTER 


Auburn relatives have received 
word that the Purple Heart has been | 
awarded posthumously to Second | 
Lieutenant Robert S. Potter, an Au-| 


burn soldier who lost his life in the! 
crash of a B-£4 bomber in the South- 
west Pacific on June 17, 1943. 


The letter from the secretary of 
war, Henry L. Stimson, conveying 


| word of the award follows: 


“At the request of the president, 
I write to inform you that the Purple 
Heart has been awarded posthumous- 
ly to Second Lieutenant Robert S. 
Potter, Air Corps, who sacrificed his 
lifa in defense of his country. 

“Little that we can do or say will 

nsole you for the death of your 
loved one, We profoundly appreciate 
the greatness of your loss, for in a 


_very real sense the loss suffered by 


any of us in this battle for our coun- 
try, is a loss shared by all of us. 
When the medal, which you will 
shortly receive reaches you, I want 
you to know that with it goes my 
sincerest sympathy, and the hope 
that time and victory of our cause 
will finally lighten the burden of 


‘your grief.” 


Potter, cont - 
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PoHter, com. 


| While Lt. Potter was listed as! 
missing as of June 17, 1943, he was. 
Ee declared legally dead until one 
year later, June 17, 1944. He was 
By son of Mayor and Mrs. Lodie E. 
| Potter of 105 East Nineteenth street. 
Lt. Potter was the bombardier on 
the bomber which was returning to’ 
its base in Guadalcana] after a 
bombing mission over Japanese held. 
territory. He was one of the two! 
members of the crew of ten to lose 
their lives. 

The plane had been hit by anti- 
aircraft fire and was leaking gaso- 
line but members of the crew hoped 
to make their home base. The supply 
of fuel, however, became exhausted 
when they were in about 15 minutes | 
flying time of their base and the! 
Plane crashed in the ocean. The pilot 
was forced to fly low because of a/| 
tropical storm and the members of 
the erew had no opportunity to use 
their parachutes. All but two men on 
the plane were able to swim to the 
shore of an island nearby or were 
Picked up by friendly natives. 

Lt, Potter was alive after the 

crash and answered the first roll call 
but the radio operator on the bomber | 
was killed instantly. The Auburn 
soldier had an arm broken and prob- 
ably other injuries but he was able 
to hold onto a tank from the plane | 
which was totally demolished when 
it hit the water. He disappeared 
‘shortly after, however, and it is be- 
‘lieved that he drowned before other 
|Members of the crew could reach his 
side. A search was made over the 
area but no trace was ever found of 
Lt. Potter. 

The bombardier was a lifelong 
resident of Auburn and was 22 years 
of age at the time of his death. He 

| was a graduate of the Auburn high 

school and later attended Interna- 
tional Business college at Fort 
Wayne. He was employed in the 
drafting department of the American 
‘Central Mfg. Co., at Connersville, 
Ind., when he enlisted in the air 
corps. He received his commission at 
Chandler, Ariz., and had been over- 
seas only three months when he lost 
his life. 
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AUL ANDERSON 


—— 


Another of Garrett’s air heroes is 
S/Sgt. Paul C. Anderson, son of Mrs. 
Mozelle Griffith of Altona, who is 
‘now at home from England after hav- 
ing completed 35 missions over en- 
emy territory. 

/ Paul, as the tail gunner of a B-17 

heavy bomber airplane named ‘‘Las-— 
sie Come Home,” is the proud posses- / 
sor of the Distinguished Flying Cross | 
and the Air Medal with four oak leaf | 
clusters, and his outfit, which was. 
|part of the Eighth Bomber Com-. 
mand, received the presidential cita- | 
tion. When Paul received his D. F.. 
C. on last July 30, his citation read 
las follows: 

“For extraordinary achievement 

‘while serving as tail gunner on 
numerous bombardment missions a- 
gainst enemy installations over Ger- 
man occupied continental Europe, 
Sgt. Anderson repelled numerous 
hostile fighter attacks by his excel- 
lent marksmanship, thereby assuring 
the safety of the crew and aircraft. 
The courage, presence of mind and 
devotion to duty while engaged in 
)aerial combat on all these occasions 
are in keeping with the highest tra- 
dition of United States army air 
forces.”’ 

‘Paul’s unit received the presiden- 
tiul. citation as it was the only one 
of an entire wing of several hundred 
planes that did not turn back from 
an objective because of bad weather 
and the men successfully accomplish- 
ed the mission of destroying a huge 
enemy factory. ‘ 

Paul graduated from St. Joseph’s 


high school in Garrett in 1942 and | 


entered the armed services Jan. 12, 
|1943. He received his training at 
Miami Beach, Fla., Ardmore, Okla., 
jand Pyote, Tex. On Feb. 25, 1944, 
he was sent with the other members 
of his crew to Kearney, Neb., to pick 
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TELLS OF THRILLING 
FLIGHTS; 


Andarson, Cont. 


up their brand new B-17 lying 
Fortress. A week later they flew the 
ship to England, arriving March 16. 
The crew of the “Lassie Come Home” 
was comprised of the following men: 
_ Pilot, Harold A. Vogel, 22, Mon- 
roe, Wis. — ee 
Co-pilot, Wilbur Dodds, 27, Mem- 
‘phis, Tenn. Dc ha ARE te 
, Navigator, R. C. Sullivan, 19, San 
Francisco,. Calif. 
Bombardier, Howard Romer, 24, 
Hartford, Wis:- 
Engineer, James Shewmaker, 26, 
Brownfield, Tex. 
Ball turret gunner,’ Edward Buk- 
holz, 23, Pittsburgh, Pa. 2 
Radio operator, Joseph Galleti, 20, 
Seatonville, Il... Ja) 
Tail gunner, Patil Anderson, 19. 


{ 
Waist gunner, Howard Rusich, 22; 


Sioux City, Ia. 

Waist gunner, Arthur Miller, 19, 
Glendale, Calif. — rey 

~ «=. Tells of First Mission 

Vogel, the pilot, was the first of 
the crew to go out on a mission. It 
is the practice of the air force to send 
inexperienced men first with an ex- 
perienced crew. Paul went out the 
next day, April 20, and the mission 
was to bomb a woods near Abbeville, 


France, in which were located Ger- | 
installations. The 


man military 
group was escorted by fighter planes. 
Paul says he was pretty scared and a 
little nervous. 

. The group did not encounter any 
enemy fighter planes but it did run 
into accurate anti-aircraft fire. It 


was the first flak Paul had ever. 


seen. He says the bursting shells 
sound something like a shotgun be- 
ing fired inside the airplane, and 
then a big black cloud of smoke 
mushrooms out. Pieces of shrapnel 
fly in all directions. The nlane Paul 
was riding in that day received ten 
holes from the flak, but it ¢aused no 
serious damage. One ship was knock- 
ed down and Paul says he saw the 
crew bale out. i Beartiehlon 

On April 24, the crew went out on 
its first mission together and the tar- 
get was a big gear factory at Fredic- 
shafen, Germany. Paul states that 
nothing unusual happened except 
they “knocked hell out of the target’”’ 

and ran into flak again. 
‘ “The missions I was on and re- 
member most,” says Paul, “were the 
10th. 15th, 18th. 20th, 25th and, of 
,; course, the last one, the 35th.” He 
.| tells about them as follows: 
‘|/ 10th mission—“Our target on May 
a was an oil plant at Brux, Czecho- 
Slovakia. It was to De a surprise at- 
tack so only a few planes went. We 
‘had some fighter escort planes. 
About ‘half way to our Objective we 
were attacked by about 200 Fock- 
Wulfs and Messerschmitts. First they 


went after the plane in front of us, 
then the one behind us and then a 
ter us. They usually come in from ae 
directions but on this day most o 
them came in from the front. As “J 
consequence I was shooting at them | 
ey went by.» 
fr oct Forts usually cruise along s 
'150 to 200 miles per hour and it 1s. 
-hard to hit those fighters when ee 
are doing better than 300. Our ball, 
_turret man, Bukholz, got one of the. 


S/SGT. PAUL C. ANDERSON 
——————————OOOO 


FWs. We lost one bomber in that 
fight. We came in over the target 
and hit it smack on the button. 
Smoke from the burning oil came up 
10,000 to 15,000 feet in the air. On 
the way back we were attacked by 
twin-engine fighter-bomber planes 
but they didn’t do any damage to us. 
15th mission (May 25) — “This 
was one of the two worst flights I 
was on. There were three railroad 
centers we were to hit in Brussels, 
Belgium. When we got to the first 
target we couldn’t see it  be- 
cause of the clouds so we went 
on to the second that night. We 
couldn’t “see it either so we 
‘turned back to try the first target 
again. We got mixed up a little bit 
in our directions and aS a conse- 
quence we flew directly over the 
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heart of Brussels at an altitude of | 


20,000 feet. The enemy let loose all 
at once with a tremendous barrage 
of anti-aircraft fire and it blossomed 


up right in the middle of our forma- 


tion. 
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Anderson cont. 


“We got one hit that Kriocked out 
our No. 1 engine on the left wing and 
another hit smacked into our bomb 
bay doors and the bomb bay racks. 
We immediately began to lose alti- 
tude. The bombardier crawled back 
to the bombs and released them by 
hand to lighten the plane. He finally 
got them all out (he doesn’t know 
how he did it) and the pilot finally 
stopped the plane from descending 
at the 13,000 foot level. 


“The anti-aircraft guns were still 
shooting at us all this time. We im- 
mediately headed for home but just 
as we got over the coast line the 
shore batteries opened up on us. We! 
must have looked like a fighter plane 
the way Vogel was weaving that big 
‘Fortress around. We made it home 
though and after landing we found 
/200 holes in our ship. Incidentally, 
after we landed we found we had a 
flat tire that we hadn’t known about. 
That Vogel is the best pilot in the 
air forces. The tougher the landing 
the better he could make them. 


Smashed a Nazi Factory 


18th mission (June 2)—‘‘Our tar- 
get was a big aircraft factory at 
Leipsic, Germany, and although we 
were attacked by fighter planes all 
‘of the time we sure knocked hell out 
of that factory. 

20th mission (June 6, which was 
D-Day)—‘‘I never saw _ go many 
planes in the air before in my life, 
We were in the third wave of bomb- 
ers that went out and we bombed at 
a lower level, 14,000 feet, than we 
ever had before. We were not assign- 
ed to any particular targets. Our job 
was to support the advancing troops 
by bombing any military objectives 
that appeared in front of them. By 
the time we got over the battle area 
most of the enemy stuff must have 
been knocked out because we did not 
encounter any fighter planes or flak. 

25th mission (June 21)—‘‘Our 
mission was to bomb the city of Ber- 
lin (this was the third time I had 
been over Berlin). It was a very 
clear day and we ran into the heav- 
iest flak we ever encountered. On the 
second or third burst we heard, our 
aileron cable in the left wing was | 
severed and we went into a flat spin. | 
The ailerons are the steering cables | 
of the ship. Vogel couldn’t get the 
ship under control so he ordered us 
to prepare to abandon ship. He kept 
fooling around with the instruments 
and just before he was about to give 
us the order to jump, our plane stop- 
ped spinning. Vogel found that by | 
controlling the speeds of the four mo- | 
tors he could partially guide the | 
plane. | 


“We had to fly at a level altitude | 
;and the anti-aircraft gunners kept | 
banging away at us. Shewmaker. the | 
engineer, knocked a hole in the side | 
; of the bomb bay to try to get into the 
wing to fix the cable but it had brok- 


en too far out for him to get to it. 
He called the pilot and said, ‘Can’t 

, it. We had’ better Zo to Sweden.’ 
| The pilot said, ‘To hell with Sweden, 
we are too close to getting our fur- 
loughs and I'm going to take her 


|home.’ I don’t know why, but that 
| Shewmaker was always wanting to 
go to Sweden. 

| “Vogel dropped the Plane out of 
formation over Berlin to get out of 
the backwash of the other planes and 
we headed for home. Vogel brgught 
us right back to our own field! When 
‘We came over the field Vogel told us 
that those who want to could jump 
but that he was going to ride her in. 
We all replied that if he was going 
to ride her in we would too. He call- 
ed the field and told them to clear 
everything off as we needed a long 
straightaway to land. The ground 
crew got out fire trucks and ambu- 
lances, thinking we would crash. 
Vogel made a perfect three-point 
landing! That guy is wonderful. He | 
was sweating plenty when he stepped 
out of the plane and he patted good 
old mother earth. We all knocked 


on wood. | 
“Vogel, Romer and Sullivan finish-_ 


ed their 35th mission on the 14th of 
August when we bombed Mannheim, 
Germany. Those fellows joked all 
the way home over the interphone 
system, There were several Officers 
at the field to meet us. Formerly, 
fellows wha were completing their 
‘tour could shoot flares* when they 
came over the field but one time one 
of the flares dropped in a big wheat 
field and burned the whole thing up. 
The next day Bukholz, Shewmaker 
and myself went out on our last mis- 
sion. We bombed an airfield at 
Munster, Germany. We were a high 
outfit that day so we were above the 
flak. I believe we hit the target that 
day the best I ever saw. 


Officers Give “Diploma” 


“Boy, was I glad my flying days 
were over for a while. We went to. 
the sergeants’ club at the field that | 
night and celebrated.” So ends Paul’s | 
Story of his life in the 8th Bomber | 
Command. 
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Anderson, Cort: | 

Paul left England by ship Septem- | 
ber 9 and arrived in Boston on the | 
16th. He will be home now until | 
Octoher 14, when he will report to | 
Miami Beach, Fla.. for reassignment. , 
He will probably be made an instruc- 
tor and he will be in the United | 
States for at least three months. | 

As a momento of completing 35 | 
missions, Paul has the following | 
“‘diploma:”’ 

“On this, the 15th day of August, 
1944, the fickle finger of fate finds 
it expedient to trace on the roll otf 
‘The Lucky Bastard Club’ the name 
af S/Sgt. Paul C. Anderson, tail gun- 
ner of “Lassie Come Home,’ who on 


this date achieved the remarkable 


record of having sallied forth, and 
returned, no fewer than 35 risky 
times, bearing tons and tons f high 
explosive goodwill to the Feuhrer 
and would-be Feuhrers through the 
courtesy of the 8th Bomber Com- 
mand, which sponsors these pro- 
grams in the interest of government 
‘of the people, by the people and for 
the people.’ The ‘“diploma’”’ carries | 
many signatures of the officers of the 
command. 


Paul Anderson and S/Sgt. Philip 
VanDerbosch, the latter being a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. H. H. VanDerbosch 
of 517 East Edgerton street, were 
members of the same air squadron in 
England. Paul completed his missions 
just four days before Phil did. A 
story of Phil’s experiences as the 
aerial engineer and gunner of the 
bomber, “The Skylark,” is reported in 
the high school news on page 6. 
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AIRCRAFT MECHANIC 


“1S ON MANEUVERS 


..- 


ROBERT E. RIEBESEHL § 1/C 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Bluejacket Robert Edward Riebe- 
sehl, 18 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Geo. William Riebesehi of 109 North 
Franklin street, Garrett, was gradu- 
ated recently from the Naval Training 
School (Aviation) at the Naval Tech- 
nical Training Center, Navy Pier, 
Chicago, and received e*ecognition as 
eligible to qualify for the Petty officer 
rate of aviation machinist mate, third 
class. He was sent to the specialty 
school on the basis of his recruit train- 
ing test scores, which indicated aero- 
nautical ability. The course offers in- 
struction for both aviation machinist’s 
mates and aviation metalsmiths. Air- 
Plane motors, wiring and assembly 
comprise the machinist’s course; 
metalsmiths learn the maintenance 
and repair of the airplane structure. 
Both groups receive instruction in the 
Principles of flight. “Bob” was a 
member of the 1943 class of Garrett 
high school and enlisted in the navy 
on June 23, 1943. He is now stationed 
at Memphis, and has the following ad- 
dress: A. M. M., Bks. 10 R. A. C. 36, 
730 NATTC., Memphis 15, Tenn. 


PFC. WILLIAM DEMBICKIE 
—Photo by Sheets. 


A graduate of the Catholic school, 
this Garrett soldier is a son of Mrs. 
Mary Dembickie of 304 South Johnson 
street. Prior to his entrance into the 
army he was employed in the local 
Baltimore and Ohio shops. He was in- 
ducted on Jan. 13, 1943, and received 
his basic training at Camp Jos. T. 
Robinson, Ark. Later he was trans 
ferred to Fort Geo. Meade, Md., and 
then to Camp A. P. Hill, Va., the latter 
being a military reservation. He has 
been stationed at Camp McCoy, Wis., 
for several weeks and at ae present 
time is on maneuvers near ‘Ironhill, 
Mich., where he is attached to Co. B, 
385th Infantry. 


WOUNDED BY JAPS 


FIRST CLASS PETTY OFFICER 
REX MORSE 


Mrs. Rex Morse, the former Nonny 
DeParis of Altona, has received word 
that her husband has been discharged 
from a base hospital, where he was 
treated for wounds received in the 
battle of the Marshall Islands between 
Jan. 31 and Feb. 19. He could not dis- 
slose the nature of his injuries but he 
aas been awarded the Purple -Heart. 
He has returned to his duties with 
the Seabees. He enlisted in May, 1943. 
He received his basic training at Camp 
Peary, Va., and Camp Davidson, 15 oe 
and left for overseas duty last Novem- 
ber. His wife and his stepdaughter, 
Sara Louise Covelli, make their home 
with Mrs. Morse’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry DeParis, in Altona. His 
mother, Mrs. Myrtle Malcolm, lives 
in San Diego, Calif. 
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“AT SOUND SCHOOL 
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REYNOLD DALE THOMAS S 2/Cc 
—Photo by Sneets. 

This Garrett soldier is now stationed 
at Key West, Fla., where he is taking 
special training in the navy. He is 
a seama second class and his wife, 
who hasveen living with her mother, 
Mrs. Jos. Hollis of 703 South Randolph 
street, left last’week to join her hus- 
band in Florida. Before entering the 
service Seaman Thomas was employed 
by the Phelps Dodge Corporation in 
Fort Wayne. He took his “boot” train- 
ing at the naval training station at 
Great Lakes, IIl. While there he was a 
member of the 31st regiment drum and 
bugle corps, playing for regimental 
competition drills and graduation ex- 
ercises, and he was drummer for Co. 
1830. He was awarded a certificate 
as apprentice petty officer third class 
during “boot” training. He has been 
assigned to the Service School for 
Sound at Key West. He is a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Thomas of Butler. 
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THE YOUNGER SET 


S/SGT. HAROLD R. SHAFER 
DONALD LEE SHAFER 


This Garrett soldier and his young 
son will observe two anniversaries 
within the next week. Sgt. Shafer will 
have served three years in the army on 
March 11 and his baby will be one year 
old next Tuesday, having been born 
on March 14, 1943. The child was 
born in St. Joseph’s hospital, Fort 
Wayne. He hag blonde curly hair and 
blue eyes and six teeth. He tips the 
scales at 24 pounds. His mother is 
the former Helen Robeck and she and 
her son make their home in Fort 
Wayne. 

Sgt. Shafer is a graduate of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic school and before 
his induction into the army in 1941 he 
was employed as a brakeman by the 
Baltimore and Ohio. He received his 
basic training at Fort Belvoir, Va., 
and has been stationed at various 
camps in Texas and Louisiana. His 
present address it 2.54157, Co. A, 
724th Opr. Rv. Bn., Fo.t Sam Houston, 
Texas. Sgt. Shafer is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. T. Shafer of 204 South Peters 
street and hig parents are the only 
grandparents of Donald Lee. 
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CPL. EUGENE YARDE 
—Photo by Sheets. 


The parents of Cpl. Eugene (Jasper) 
Yarde, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Yarde of 
one mile north of Garrett, received a 
letter from their son Friday advising 
them that he was wounded in action 
and was a patient in a base hospital 
in Italy. The extent of his injuries 
was not given, although he stated that 
he had been living in a foxhole for over 
a month, that his left arm was hurt 
and he probably would be in the hos- 
pital for a month. A graduate of the 
1941 class of Garrett high school, 
where he was an outstanding basket- 
ball player, Eugene joined the army in 
January, 1943, and was sent to Camp 
Hood, Tex., for his basic training. He 
was later transferred to Camp Shen- 
ago, Pa., and was assigned to a tank 
destroyer division. ‘ie nas been over- 
seas since last September. 
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EUGENE YARDE, 
WOUNDED TWICE, 
VISITS AT HOME | 


{ 
Cpl. Bugene (Jasper) Yarde, who 
was wounded in action Feb. 19 on the 
Anzio beachhead in Italy, arrived home 
Tuesday for a 21-day visit with his 
parents, Mr, and Mrs. Claude Yarde 
of one mile north of Garrett. At the 
end of his furlough he will report at 
Miami Beach, Fla., for a rest. 


CpL Yarde was a member of an 
armored infantry unit and he and a 
group of other men were on scouting 
duty in the daytime when he was 
wounded. He was down on his knees 
with his rifle to his shoulder ready 
for action when he was struck by a 
German sniper’s bullet. The bullet 
entered the inside of his left arm two 
inches below the elbow and emerged 
from the outside of his arm four 
inches above the elbow. The fact 
that he had his arm raised saved him 
from being struck in the face by the 
bullet. A supporting tank turned its 
guns on the sniper and killed him. 
Cpl. Yarde was taken to a hospital 
in Italy and then to one in North 
Africa. : 


Cpl. Yarde has been wounded twice, 
the first time being on Feb. 5, when 
he was struck in the back by a piece 
of shrapnel. This was only a minor 
wound and he was back in action al- 
most immediately. He is the pos- 
sessor of the Purple Heart medal 
and an Oak Leaf cluster. His left 
arm is now slightly stiff because the 
bullet shattered the lower and upper 
arm bones and the elbow joint. 


Cpl. Yarde is a graduate of Garrett 
high school with the class of 1941. 
Following his graduation he was em- 
ployed by the Berg Bottling Company 
of Auburn and by the Magnavox Co. 
at Fort Wayne. He was inducted into 
the army in January, 1943, and re- 
ceived his training at Camp Perry, O., 
Camp Hood, Tex., and at Camp Shen- 
ango, Pa. He was sent to North 
Africa in September, 1943, but he did 
not see action until the invasion of 
Italy. 
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MEET IN AFRICA 


T/5 EUGENE YARDE AND 
PRIVATE DONALD M. KLEEMAN 


Through the efforts of the Red Cross 
and their parents, these two DeKalb 
county youths stationed overseas have 


met in a North African hospital. Eu- 


gene (Jasper) is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 


Claude Yarde of one mile north of - 


Garrett and Donald is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Kleeman of East Garrett. 

Kleeman was a medical patient in a 
hospital for several weeks and was 
discharged in April, being assigned to 
duties in an ordnance unit a few miles 
from the hospital. Early in March, 
“Jasper’s” parents were notified that 
he had been wounded in action and 
was a patient in a hospital in North 
Africa. The parents of the boys and 
the Red Cross got in communication 
with the commanding officers and it 
was found that “Jasper” was jn the 
same hospita: where Don had been a 
patient. Neither of the boys knew 
they were so close to each other until 
they received letters from home. 
“Jasper” is still in the hospital and 
Don visits him whenever he gets a 
pass. The boys lived in the same 


neighborhood all their lives and at- ' 


tended the Garrett high school toge- 
ther. Both boys state they have much 
to be thankful for and that they have 
good “eats,” nice quarters and plenty 
of recreation. The boys were stationed 
at Camp Shenango, Greenville, Pa., 
before being sent overseas. “Jasper” 
left in August and Don in September 
of last year. 


| Brothers in Army, 1 Hurt 


’ 


PFC. ROBERT J. WOODWARD 


PVT JAMES R. WOODWARD 


One of these brothers recently re- disease. While a patient in a hospital 


turned from the South Pacific and 
the other is now on his way to Japan 
to serve in the army of occupation. 
They are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Buford Woodward of 914 West King 
Street. 

Robert was graduated from Garrett 

high school in 1943. While in high 
school he was a member of the Fresh- 
men Boys’ club and the Booster club 
and was interested in shop work in 
his manual training course. He took 
employment in the maintenance of 
way department of the Baltimore and 
Ohio and was employed there when 
he was called for military duty in 
July, 1943. He received his basic 
| training at Camp Haan, Calif., and 
received additional training in vari- 
Ous camps. He sailed from the west 
coast on Aug. 6, 1944, landing in New 
Caledonia. He took part in the in- 
vasion of Leyte and was wounded on 
Okinawa last Apri! 4. 

In a recent interview Bob stated: 
“The Japs got a little rough and | 
got a bullet in my right leg, just above 
the inside ankle bone. The bullet 
went through the leg and cut several! 
tendons and clipped the tibia bone. 
| never expected to get out alive be- 
cause | laid under Jap artillery fire 
for three hours without moving. One 
piece of shrapnel came close enough 
to nick my little finger on the right 
hand.” 

He also has several pitted spots 
in his back caused by a tropical 


on Saipan, where he was taken im- 
mediately after being injured, he had, 
an interview with Three Star General 
Buckner, who was making a visit to 
the boys in the hospital. A few days 
later their distinguished visitor was 
dead, victim of a Jap sniper. 


From Saipan, Robert was sent to 
Oshu, Philippine Islands, and tater 
to the United States, arriving at San | 
Francisco July 29. He was trans- | 
ferred to the Billings hospital at | 
indianapolis, making the entire trip. 
from Saipan by plane. He will go | 
to Indianapolis today to report at 
Billings hospital and will be sent to 
some other V. S. hospital for sur- 
gery to his ankle, which was nearly 
severed from his leg. 


Bob has been awarded the Purple! 
Heart, the Good Conduct medal, the 
Combat Infantryman’s badge and the) 
Bronze Star, the latter for risking 
his life to carry a wounded buddy , 
back from the front lines. He saw! 
60 days in combat on Leyte as a bar-: 
mas with the 96th Infantry Division’ 
and he took part in the invasion of 
Okinawa. 


James was a student in Garrett 
high school when called to military 
duty last December. He was sent to 
Camp Jos. T. Robinson for his basic 
training and later went to Camp 
Rucker, Ala, for further training. 
He was transferred to Fort Ord, 
Calif., a port of embarkation, and is 
now on his way to Japan. 
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Lt. Woodcock is 23 years*of age 


and a son of Mrs. Sarah Woodcock 
of 217 West King street, Garrett. He 
entered the army air corps March 
Pat 1942, in Chicago, and was sent 
to Santa Ana, Calif., for pre-flight 
training. He took primary training 
at Santa Maria, Calif., and his basic 
training at Gardner Field, Calif., ad- 
vanced training at Roswell, N. M., 
B-17 transition course at Hobbs Field 
N. M., first phase of Ot-U course 
at Gowan Field, Ida., and final train- 
ing at Wendover Field, Utah. He 
was sent.overseas Sept. 5, 1943. He 
flew 26 missions as a pursuit and 
bomber pilot during seven months in 
the European theatre and is a win- 
ner of the distinguished flying cross 
and the air medal. He was recently 
married to Mary Adelaide Austin of 
Des Plaines, III. 


RALPH WOODCOCK, 
PILOT, VETERAN 
OF 26 MiSSIONS 


LT. RALPH A. WOODCOCK 


: 1st Lt. Ralph A. Woodcock, of Gar- 
. rett, recently returned from service 
outside the continental United 
States, now is being processed 
through the Army Air Force redis- 
tribution station No. 2 in Miami 
' Beach, Fla., where his next assign- 
ment will be recommended. 


This is one of the redistribution 
stations within the command of the 
AAF redistribution center. At an 
AAF redistribution station, AAF re- 
turnees from theaters of operation 
are examined by specially selected 
medical and classification officers 
whose joint findings are used in de- 
termining new assignments. Theme 
of the AAF redistribution program 


CPL. JACK N. MYERS 


Now stationed at Oahu in the Ha- 
waiian Islands, this soldier is a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Myers of Altona. 
Jack attended the Auburn and Altona 
grade schools and completed his fresh- 


is designation of each man to duty 
for which he is most fitted. Re- 
turnees live at a redistribuition sta- 
tion under conditions that encourage 
natural response to processing, a 
majority of their two-week stay be- 
ing devoted to rest and recreation. 
AAF personnel, including men 
and officers alike, are assigned to a 
redistribution station upon their re- 
turn to the United States, but do 
not report to the station until com- 
pleting a furlough or leave of ap- 
proximately three weeks. 


man year in Garrett high school. He 
was employed as a delivery boy by 
Ross & Son and later took employment 
as a carpenter’s helper for the Balti- 
more and Ohio. He was inducted into 
the army at Totedo April 19, 1943, and 
was sent to Camp Shelby, Miss., for 
his basic training. Following that he 
was sent to Atlanta ordnance depot 
for a carpenter training course and 
then returned to Camp Shelby.- He is 
a member of the 177th ordnance depot 
company. 


Soldier and Australian Bride 


T/SGT. ROBERT B. HERBERGER 


Another of Garrett’s young men to 
take a pretty Australian girl as his 


bride is T/Sgt. Robert B. Herberger, 
son of Mrs. Grace Herberger and 
grandson of Mrs. Amelia Dohms of 
912 South Cowen street. 


While on a furlough at Sidney, 
Australia, in 1943, he met his future 
bride, Miss Betty Bunn, and he was 
entertained in her home. On June 
29, 1944, Robert and Miss Bunn were 
married in a military service at 
Coolangatta, Queensland, Australia. 
The chaplain of his company officiated 
and his buddies and friends of the 
bride served as the attendants. The 
newlyweds spent a two weeks’ honey- 
moon at Coolangatta and then Robert 
returned to his base in New Guinea. 
Mrs. Herberger returned to her posi- 
tion with the Australian navy at 
Sidney. 

Mrs. Herberger was born in Cana- 
da, later moving to Sidney, Austra- 
lia, with her parents. Her father who 
died last year, was a World war No. 
| veteran. She has two sisters, one 
of whom is married to a young service- 
man from Alabama. The two brides 
plan on coming to America this year 
if their husbands can obtain furloughs. 


Bob, as he is known by his friends, 
was graduated from Garrett high 
school with the class of 1938. The 
following fall he entered Indiana uni- 
versity, where he remained for two 
years. Upon his return to Garrett he 
was employed at the Kroger store 
and then at the A. & P. store. Later, 


che became a civilian employe at Fort 


MRS. ROBERT B. HERBERGER 


Benjamin Harrison, near Indianapolis. 
Bob enlisted in the army at India- 
napolis in January, 1942, and assumed 
duties like those he had as a civilian. 
Shortly after his enlistment he was 
transferred to the ordnance depart- 
ment at the Savannah, Ga., air base. 
He then was shifted to various air 
bases throughout the United States, 
rising in rank from private to techni- 
cal sergeant. The last time he was 
home on furlough was in July, 1942. 
Bob left for overseas duty in Sep- 
tember, 1942. He landed in Hawaii 
and served there until he was trans- 
ferred to Australia. In February, 
1943, he was sent to New Guinea, 
which is his present location. 
Sergeant Herberger is a member of 
the 90th Bomb Group, which is bet- 
ter known as the Jolly Roger Group. 
It is a squadron comprised of Libera- 
tor and B-29 heavy bombers. He has 
sent to his mother many pictures and 
souvenirs, the pictures being of South 
Sea island scenery and natives. Among 
the souvenirs are a bottle of perfume 
from Hawaii in a hand carved wooden 
bottle; a bracelet made of Austra- 
lian money; a South Sea island skirt 
made from silk threads of a parachute | 
and hand dyed a beautiful shade of 
yellow; several bracelets made of. 
matching sea shells and other items, 
that his mother prizes highly. 
Robert states in his letters that he' 
is always anxious to receive copies 
of The Clipper to read about the home- 
town news and that he likes to hear) 
from his friends. Bob’s address can | 
be obtained at The Clipper office. | 
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| Sgt. McEntarfer will mark his 19th 
HEROIC ACT RELATED. birthday Wednesday. He is a son of 
| Mr. and Mrs. Ora R. McEntarfer of 
North Randolph street extended. The 
family lived at Ceresco, Mich., before 
coming to Garrett and Henry was 
working there before he entered the 
army about a year ago. He went 
overseas several months later. 

One of Henry’s brothers, Pfc. George 
McEntarfer, paid the supreme sacri- 
fice in the invasion of Leyte island in 
the Philippines last Oct. 23. Another 
brother, Pfc. Clyde McEntarfer, also 
is in Germany. 


PFC. CLYDE E. 
~ McENTARFER 1S 
~ HURT IN GERMANY 


SGT. HENRY McENTARFER 


The following story was published 
in “Spearhead,” a tabloid paper 
printed daily for the 2nd Infantry 
division now in Germany: 


“Infantrymen of the 2nd division to- 
day told how an aggressive and quick- 
thinking sergeant saved almost an en- 
tire platoon from being wiped out by 
a fanatical German burp-gunner. 


“A platoon of George company was 
consolidating its position inside a 
house it had just stormed in its at- 
tack on a Belgium town when a Ger- 
man worked his way unnoticed up the 
blind side of the house. Jumping 
through the doorway, he began spray- 
ing the room with his machine pistol. 

“As two men fell dead and one man 
| was wounded, Sgt. Henry H. McEn- 


tarfer of Garrett, Ind., dived at the PFC. CLYDE E. McENTARFER 
enemy and wrested the weapon from 
his hands. Then as the German at- Mrs. Clyde E. McEntarfer, who re- 
tempted to flee, McEntarfer shot him sides four miles northeast of Garrett 
down with his own weapon. | with Mr. and Mrs. Cloyce Loucks, has 
“The sergeant’s quick action and | received a letter from her husband, 
fortitude in facing the Jerry undoub- Pfc. McEntarfer, stating he was 
tedly saved all the occupants of ino Slightly injured in Germany. Clyde 


is a son of Mr. and Mrs...Ora McEn- 
tarfer of North Randolph street ex- 
tended. His wife is the former Eu- 
nice Smith of Kendallville. 


Continued 


| room.” 
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wrote, “I am in a hospital for a few 
days. A shell hit a barn I was in 


| In Clyde’s letter of March 21 he 
1 


and some blocks fell on my shoulder. 
Kind of bruised me a little, not bad 


little rougher now. Not much infan- 
try but a lot of 88s (German 88 milli- 
meter gun shells) and tanks. There 
are four of us from our squad here in 
the hospital. Three of us got it from 
the same shell. Just minor bruises 
and scratches. I don’t see what the 
Germans are fighting for any more. 
Their houses are all blown to the 
ground and the fields are full of 
holes.” 


Another letter Mrs. McEntarfer re- 
ceived dated March 23 stated that he 
had received the Purple Heart and 
that he was sending it home to her. 
The telegram she received from the 
war department, which arrived after 
the letters, said he was slightly in- 
jured in action on March 18. 


Clyde attended Ashley high school 
for two years and then did farming. 
He entered the service June 22,. 1944, 
receiving his training at Camp Bland- 
ing, Fla. He left for overseas last 
December and he has seen action as 
an infantryman in France, Belgium 
and Germany. He is with Patton’s 
Third army. His brother, Pfc. George 
McEntarfer, was killed in action 
October 23 on Leyte island. Anoth- 
er brother, Set. Henry McEntarfer, 
is with the Second army in Germany. 
There are thirteen sisters and broth- 
ers in the McEntarfer family. Clyde 
is 24 years old. 


SHRAPNEL KILLED | 
GEO. McENTARFER- 
MEDAL TO HENRY’ 


The death of Pfc. George McEn-| 
tarfer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ora R. 
McEntarfer of North Randolph street 
extended, was caused by shrapnel, 
according to a letter of Sympathy re- 
i ceived by his mother from I1st Lt. 
‘James R. ‘Miller of anti-tank company, 

, 17th Infantry. George took Part in 

ee invasion of Leyte Isle in the Phil- 
ippines, 

| Word also has been received that 

; George's brother, Set. Henry H. Mc- 

; Entarfer, was awarded the Bronze 

| Star medal for gallantry. 

| The letter with reference to George 

| 


McEntarfer follows: 


though. The Jerrys are getting a- 


' “Dear Mrs. McEntarfer: 
| It is with deepest sorrow that I 
‘inform you that your son, George, a 


; Member of our company, was killed , 
| by shrapnel from artillery fire while | 


advancing against the enemy in the 
vicinity of San Pablo airfield, Isle of 
Leyte, in the Philippines on 23 Octo- 
ber 1944. 


“You have the deepest sympathy of 
the officers and men of this organiza- 
tion in your bereavement, and I only 
wish there were some way I could 
alleviate your great sorrow. George 
was held in high esteem by all mem- 
bers of this organization and his loss 
will be keenly felt by his many 
friends. He was a splendid soldier 
and outstanding example of American 
Manhood. You may rest assured 
George fought for a worthy cause, a 


ers 


grateful hearts. 

“Your son George has been buried 
in the United States cemetery in 
Dulag, Leyte Isle, P. I. Full religious 
and military rites were given George 
and the service was in accordance 
with his religious faith. 

“In closing may I again express 
my most heartfelt sympathy in be- 
half of the entire organization.” 

In conferring the Bronze Star medal 
upon Henry McEntarfer, Maj. Gen. 
‘Walter M. Robertson stated that on 
Jan. 19 during an attack on the town 
of Hibertingen, Belgium, the Ist pla- 
toon of Company G, 23rd Infantry, had 
worked its way into one of the build- 


ee 


ing3 and was consolidating its posi-| 


tion when a German worked his way 


up to a blind side of the house and 


jumped into the doorway. He im- 
mediately opened fire with his ma- 
chine pistol, killing two men and 
wounding one. 

“While the German was still spray- 
ing the room with machine pistol fire, 
McEntarfer, standing by the door, 
dived at him, grabbed the weapon 
and saved several other men in the 
room from becoming casualties. The 


German was shot as he attempted to 


flee.” 
Henry observed his 20th birthday 
Thursday. 


cause he knew was right, and he will | 
live long in the memory of many 
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GEO. McENTARFER AND 
2 OTHERS DIE IN BATTLE 


A telegram bearing news of the 
death in action of their son, Pfe. 
George R. McEntarfer, was received 
Tuesday by Mr. and Mrs. Ora McEn- 
tarfer of North Randolph street ex- 
tended, Garrett. 

The message stated that George 
was killed Oct. 23 on Leyte island, in 
the Philippines. No details were giv- 
en, but the war department said a 
letter would follow. 

The young soldier was a hero of 
the fighting in the Pacific. He was 
23 years old and entered the army 
Sept. 5, 1942. He had not been at 
home since and no letter had been re- 
ceived from him recently. He was 
trained in various camps, the last be- 
ing Fort Ord, Calif. He left the Unit- 
ed States last April 18, going first to 
Attu island and then to other combat 
areas, including the Marshall islands. 

Only recently Admiral Chester E. 
Nimitz authorized issuance of a com- 
mendation ribbon for Pfe. McEntar- 
fer, The citation read as follows: 
| “For meritorious performance of 
Bee during the joint operations of 
‘United States navy and army forces 
against Kwajalein Island in early 
1944. He volunteered his services to 
|participate in reconnoitering, by 
boat, the beaches of Japanese-held 
Kwajalein Island during broad day- 
light. 

“This mission was potentially ex- 
tremely dangerous and required great 
ckill, cool-headedness and extraordi- 
kary courage as the reconnaissance 
was conducted in the face of enemy 
machine gun fire. The successful ac- 
complishment of the mission contri- 
buted greatly to the success of the 


to death by a log at a Waterloo lum- 
ber yard. 

Two brothers of George are in the 
army. Pvt. Clyde E. McEntarfer sail- 
ed Monday from New York for over- 
Seas and the other, Pfc. Henry H. 
McEntarfer, is in Germany. There are 
three other brothers, Robert R. Mc- 
Entarfer of Albton, Russell R, McEn- 
tarfer of Kendallville and Lloyd E. 
McEntarfer, at home, and one half- 
brother, Carl H. Straw of Hast 
Leroy, Mich: Surviving also are seven 
sisters, Mrs. Catherine Nelson, who 


lives across the street from her par- 


ents’ home, and Cora May, Betty, 
Wava, Sylvia, Phyllis and Marjorie, 
at home; and one half-sister, Mrs. 
Cloyce Loucks of four miles northeast 
of Garrett. 

Butler Youth Slain 


Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Loomis of 
Butler have been advised by the war 
department that their oldest son, 
William, a technician fifth grade, 
was killed in action in France Nov. 
19. 

No details were given, the tele- 
gram stating that a letter would fol- 
low, “Billy” leaves besides his par- 
ents a brother, Paul, who is in a navy 
school in California. Their father isa 
veteran of World War 1 and served 
in the regular army. 

‘Billy’? was 21 years old and was 
born in Butler. He was a graduate of 
the Butler high school. He entered 
the army in February, 1943, and left 
for overseas last Sept. 1. ' 


Clifford Ruppert Falls 


Word has been received from the 
war department by Mrs. Beverly 


Kwajalein campaign. His actions'!Ruppert of near Harlan in Allen 


throughout this dangerous mission 
were in keeping with the high tra- 


county, formerly of St. Joe, that her 
husband, Pvt, Clifford Ruppert, was 


ditions of the United States Armed !killed in France. 


Forces.” 

George, member of a large family, 
was born Aug, 10, 1921, in Ashley 
and went to school at Helmer and 
Flint in Steuben county. He came to 
Garrett about six years ago and 
worked on farms. His last employer 
before entering the army was Virgil 
Hazelton of northwest of Garrett. His 
parents and other members of the 
family moved from Ceresco, Mich., to 
| Garrett in June, 1943. A brother-in- 
law of fjeorge, Everett Nelson, was 
| killed three years ago, being crushed 


Clifford was 19 years of age and 
was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Dalbe Rup- 
pert. The family lived in St. Joe a- 
bout two years and moved to Allen 
county a year ago. Clifford and Bev- 
erly Wade, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Wade of St. Joe, were married 
a short time before he entered the 
army Dec. 8, 1943. She has been 
making her home with his parents. 

Chester Loucks of St. Joe was 
grandfather of Clifford Ruppert. The 
latter went to Italy last October and 
then was transferred to France, 


, 
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CHEMICAL NON-COM 


SGT. HOMER FROWNFELTER 


Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, Calif.— 
Marine Platoon Sergeant Homer G. 
Frownfeiter, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
E. Frownfeiter, 905 South Randolph 
street, Garrett, Ind., has been gradu- 
ated from the Training Command 
Chemical Warfare School for chemi- 
cal non-commissioned officers. 

He has been thoroughly trained in 
chemical warfare, military chemistry, 
elementary meteorology and chemi- 
‘cal intelligence, and did extensive 
field work and experimentation. He 
also was in night and day chemical 
reconnaisance and decontamination of 
areas and vehicles. 

Platoon Sergeant Frownfelter was 
graduated from the Auburn, Ind., high 
school and later attended the Indiana 
Extension College at Fort Wayne for 
four years. Before enlisting in the 
marine corps March 9, 1942, he was 
employed by the Peter Eckrich & 
Sons Company, Fort Wayne. Platoon 
Sergeant Frownfelter served as a 
drill instructor and as sergeant of the 
guard before entering the chemical 
warfare school. He enlisted in the 
marine corps as a private and was 
promoted to his present rank Sept. | 
15, 1943. 
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SLAIN ON LEYTE 


. SGT. GEORGE R. McENTARFER 


The first report of a DeKalb county 
soldier losing his life in the invasion 
of the Philippines was that of the 
death of Sgt. George R. McEntarfer, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ora McEntarfer 
of North Randolph street extended, 
Garrett. He was 23 years old and 
was killed Oct. 23 on Leyte island. He 
was cited by Admiral Nimitz for 
heroism in the Kwajalein island cam- 
paign ssome months previously. 


Ke 


One of the 22 members of the Gar- 
rett high school class of 1944 serving 
with the armed forces is Pvt. Darwin, 
E. Smith, son of Mrs. Hazel Smith’: 
of 600 East King street. While in| 
high school, Darwin was active in| 
basketball and track, served as secre- 
tary of the Hi-Y club, treasurer of the: 
boys’ chorus and a junior assistant! 
scoutmaster. He attended Indiana | 
university one semester, studying in| 
the field of chemistry. He was in-| 
ducted into the army at Camp Atter-| 
bury on Nov. 20, 1944, and he was. 
sent to Camp Fannin, Tex., for his | 
basic training. He was placed in the | 
infantry and served as squad ea”) 
being classified as a sharpshooter on 
the rifle range. | 

After 15 weeks of basic training, | 
Darwin was-given his first and only 


PVT. DARWIN E. SMITH 


Loz 


furlough, which was for 12 davs. He 
visited at home at that time and was: 
sent to Fort George Meade, Md.. and 
rom there to Camp Miles Standish, 
R. 1. On.the 16th of April, Darwin’s 
19th birthday, he left Boston harbor 
on the U. S. S. Marine Dragon bound 
for Europe. He said that was one 
birthday he would never forget. En 
route, the troops were awakened one 
morning by three loud explosions. 
These proved to be depth bombs, 
which were believed to have sunk 
an enemy = submarine. His unit 
landed at LeHavre, France, on April 
30 with“The Front” as their destina- 
tion. 

V-E day came before the company 
reached its destination. After that 
Darwin was transferred to the 106th 
Signal Co. We has been stationed in 
France, Germany and Belgium and 
at the present is located at Chateau 
Thierry, France. Darwin writes 
“Even though things are not always 
so pleasant, I’ll never be sorry | was 


-in the army.” 


An interesting letter written by 


Darwin from France appears else- 
‘where in this paper. 


A daughter weighing 6 pounds and | 
12 ounces was born Monday night | 
at 10:30 to Mrs. Donald C. Schaab, | 
Jr. of 200 South Johnson street, Gar-. 
rett, at the Sacred Heart hospital in | 
this city. The baby has been named 
Cynthia Kay. This is the first grand- 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. 
Schaab, Sr., of 742 North Main 
street, Auburn. The father of the 
baby, a navigator on a bomber, has 
peen missing since July 15. The 
bomber of whose crew he was an of- 
ficer was on a flight southwestward | 
over the Pacific and disappeared be- | 
tween Hawaij and Canton island. | 
The distance between these locations 
is 1,800 miles. Lt. Schaab left the 
United States July 12. His wife 
makes her home with her parents, ! 
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DEEP SEA DIVER 


DELMER O. SMITH W. T. 2/C 


Only a few men from. Garrett are 
serving with the Seabees, one of whom 
is Delmer O. Smith, husband of Betty 
Miller Smith, who lives in Altona, and 
he is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. 
Smith of 408 South Lee street. 

A member of the 1940 class of Gar- 
rett high school, “Boots,” as he is best 
known, took an industrial arts course. 
He was a member of the athletic and 
drama clubs and played basketbali and 
football during his sophomore, junior 
and senior years. He was center on 
the basketball team for two years and 
then changed to end position. In the 
high school annual published that 
year, it was said of him “It’s debatable 
whether Boots was a better end or 
center but at either position he was 
a confidence to the other team mem- 
bers.” ; 

Before his enlistment in the Seabees 
on October 15, 1943, he was employed 
as a fireman by the Baltimore and 
Ohio. He took his “boot” training at 
Camp Peary, Va., and was transferred 
to Camp Endicott, R. I., where he re- 
ceived special training in deep sea 
diving. He later was sent to Camp 
Parks, Calif., and from there to Port 
Hueneme, Calif. 


He made the “first five” on the bas- 
ketball team in the service, the other 
four members being from the naval 
training station at Great Lakes, Hl. 
The team won the championship at 
Camp Endicott and Parks and Port 
Hueneme, receiving two trophies for 
the battalion and medals for each 
player. One of the medals was a gold 
basketball. Delmer states that his 
opportunity to play basketball has 
made his life in the service a much 
happier one. He left for overseas duty 
from Port Hueneme about the first of 
April and is engaged in deep sea div- 
ing. Delmer and his wife have one 
child, Myron Glenn Smitt, who will 
be two years old May 11. Mrs. Smith 
and Myron are making their home with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. 
Miller, on West King street in Altona. 
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DALE D. HART IS NOW SECOND 
LIEUTENANT IN MEDIC CORPS. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Hart of Bear 
lake, formerly of Garrett, have been 
advised that their son, Dale D. Hart, 
has been given a direct commission} 
as a second lieutenant in the army | 
medical administrative corps. 

A member of the 1940 class of Gar- 
rett high school, Dale took employ- 
ment with the Superior Coach Co. and 
he entered the army June 12, 1942. 
He received his basic training at 
Camp Grant, Ill., and was then sent 
to the personnel department of the 
214th General hospital at Camp Jos. 
T. Robinson, Ark. This hospital was 
an outstanding unit in the south and | 
in 1941 while maneuvers were tak-| 
ing place in Louisiana it was the head 
station for all sick and wounded from 
that area. Later from this group at 
the 214th hospital a unit was or- 
ganized, known as the 13th General , 
hospital. In April, 1943, Dale and| 
50 other men went to Spadra, Calif., 
where they erected their own hos- 
Pital building. They were then sent 
to Brigham City, Utah, for a rest 
and left for overseas in January, 
1944. They landed in Australia and 
then traveled to New Guinea, where 
Dale is still stationed. 

His brother, Cpl. Harley H. Hart, 
is now serving with Gen. Patton’s 
Third army-in Germany in the radio 
communications unit, 


REPORT CLAUDE 


HATHAWAY WAS 


HURT IN FRANCE 


Mr. and Mrs_. Milton Hathaway of 


one mile north of Altona and Orel 
Hathaway of 415 Covell street, Gar- 
rett, have. received word from their 
son and brother, Pvt. Claude Hath- 
away, that he was wounded: in the 
back and neck while in action in 
France. He is now a patient in a 
hospital in England. 

A letter written to Orel telling of his 
| wounds is as follows: 
| “Dear Brother and Family: 

“Suppose you are surprised to hear. 
from me again so soon but I just 
happened to remember*“your address 
and thought it best to write you and 
you can do the rest. Well so far as I} 
| know you are now getting a letter 
‘from the first wounded Hathaway in 
World War No. 2. Not so bad but it 
could have been ‘a lot worse. I was 
| wounded in the neck and back. Can’t 
; tell you how or when but as you can. 
jsee I am all right for myself. Of 
| course I must not forget the Red 
‘Cross hospitals and their staffs. They 
sure know what this game is all about 
and we have to give them all the 
icredit -due them. They sure know 
jhow to take care of guys and boy am 
I glad of it or maybe I would not be 
sitting here writing this to you. Have 
already written to Helen so you can 
| break the news around home. 
| “Am getting along fine and I know 
if all you are getting along as well 
as I am you will never have anything 
to worry about. Don’t know when I 
will be able to write again but will 
write to someone around there as 
soon as I get more paper.” 

Claude attended the North Keyser 
school and Garrett high school. At 
the time of his induction in October, 
1945, he was employed at Conners- 
ville as a storage man for the Central 
Mfg. Co. He received his training in 
the infantry at Camp Wheeler, Ga., 
and Fort George Meade, Md., before 
being sent overseas. His wife is 
making her home with her parents at 
Connersville. 

Claude has two brothers in service, 
Sgt. Merle G. Hathaway, who is now 
in the South Pacific area, and Set... 
Dale K. Hathaway, who is also in the 
European area. Mrs. Robert Stafford 
of Auburn Junction, Roy Hathaway of 
{three miles northwest of Auburn and 
Paul Hathaway of Auburn are a sister 
and brothers of the wounded soldier. 
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CITED FOR BRAVERY 
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a 
VALENTINE V. YANUSZESKI 


G. M. 1/C 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Information has been received by 
The Clipper that this DeKalb county 
youth has been advanced to the rat- 
ing of gunner’s mate first class, 
USNR, while serving on a destroyer 
escort of the Atlantic Fleet. He is 
Valentine V. Yanuszeski, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Yanuszeski of Al- 
tona.. “Volley,” as he is best known, 
was graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1940 and he was. employed 
at the Auburn Rubber Co. He en- 
listed in the navy on Oct. 5, 1942, and 
was selected to become a specialist 
in the navy. He received his ‘“‘boot” 
training at Great Lakes, IIl., and also 
attended the gunner’s mate school at 
that center. 

He saw 13 months of action in the 
Mediterranean theatre. While serv- 
ing in the European theatre, Yanus- 


|zeski participated in the battle for 


the beachhead at Anzio, Italy, and the 
invasion of southern France. He is 
the holder of the American Theatre 
ribbon and the European-African- 
Middle Eastern theatre ribbons with 
combat stars. Along with his ship- 
mates, he has been cited four times | 
for his bravery under attack. Volley 
reached his twenty-third birthday last ' 
Feba 14. 
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IN NAVY INTELLIGENCE 


A recent promotion wes awarded to 
Geo. E. Mountz of Garrett, when he 
was advanced from the rank of lieuten- 
ant junior grade to that of a lieutenant. 
He is a member of the intelligence 
unit of the navy and is stationed in 
Chicago. Lt. Mountz is a former 
Prosecuting attorney of DeKalb coun- 
ty, having served a total of six years. 
On Jan. 1, 1943, he became city at- 
torney of Garrett, but resigned after 
having enlisted in the navy. After re- 
ceiving his commission he reported 
Eebarat Washington, D.C. On March 
1 he went to Fort Schuyler, N. Y., for 
further training and then was assigned 
to duties in Chicago. = : 

Lt. Mountz is a native of Garrett, 
being a son of Mr. and Mrs. H. W. 
Mountz of 507 East Houston street. 
He is a graduate of Garrett high 
School, DePauw university and the 
Harvard law school. He returned to 
Garrett after graduating from Harvard 
in 1933 to be associated with his father 
in the law business. He is a member 
Of Phi Psi fraternity, a national col- 
legiate Organization, and Served as 
president of the Garrett Lions club, 
vice president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, president of the DeKalb County 
Bar Association and president of the 
DeKalb County Scottish Rite club. He 
is a member of the Garrett B. P, oO. 
Elks. Mrs. Mountz is the former 
Louise Carson Smith and they have 
two children, Peter and Pamela. Mrs. 
Mountz and the children have been 
making their home with Mr. and Mrs. 
H. W. Mountz but are now visiting 
Mrs. Mountz’ parents in Clayton, Mo. 
The Geo E., Mountz residence at 412 
East King street is now occupied by 
Lewis B. Bush and family. 
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PRESENT ROBERT RIEBESEHL 
WITH SILVER AND GOLD WINGS 


Robert Edward Riebesehl, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Riebesehl of 
109 North Franklin street, was pre- 
sented with wings of silver and 
gold, the insignia of a naval aircrew- 
man, when he completed the final 
phase of training at the Naval Air 
Operational Training Command head- 
quarters station at Jacksonville, Fila., 
and he became a member of an air- 
combat team. ; 

Aircrewman Riebesehl enlisted in 
the navy on June 23, 1943, complet- 
ing his “boot” training at the Naval 
‘Training Station at Great Lakes, 
tl. He was selected to attend avia-_ 
tion machinists’ school at Chicago as. 
a result of his showing in mechanical | 
aptitude tests and graduated with the | 
Tating of seaman first class on March 
3, 1944. The 19 year old bluejacket| 
then elected to train as a naval air- 
crewman and was sent to the aerial 
gunners’ school at Jacksonville, 
where he completed aerial gunner 
training. « 

When presenting the wings at 
graduation, Riebesehl’s squadron 
commanding officer congratulated the 
aircrewmen for their excellent rec- 
ord throughout the training period. 
Riebesehl was advanced to the rating 
of aviation machinist’s mate third 
class and will be assigned to an oper- 
ations squadron, proceeding to one of 
the battle fronts either aboard an air- 
craft carrier or at a naval air station. 

He was a member of the 1943 class 
of Garrett high school. 
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PVT. GERALD MUZZILLO S 2/C ROBERT MUZZILLO 
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Muzzle, Cont. 197 


Four sons of Mrs. Joseph Muzzillo engraved the map of Persia and he 
of om South Cowen street are serving | sent his mother and each of his sisters 
in the armed forces. 

ther of I : 

The eldest, Cpl. Carl Muzzillo, has oe és Id v Lie Keel i a 

been in the military service since craid, better known as “Jerry, 


: leted his high school work in 
April 3, 1942. He was a member of | °°™P “ 
the 1931 class of Garrett high school 1943 and was employed by the Zollin- 


and attended a welding school in|9¢" Piston Co. in Fort Wayne before 


he was inducted into the army Dec. 
Cleveland before he took employment 

with the American Steel & Dredge Co. rat ake biter ict yeaa 
in Fort Wayne. He received his : Mg 

basic training at Scott Field, It, and later to Ft Geo. J. Meade, Md. He 


: 5, 2 left from there for overseas in June. 
had special training at Keesler Field, R ; 
Miss., Selfridge Field, Mich. Baer 1944. He arrived in England and was 


Field, near Fort Wayne, Truax Field, with the Seventh army, seeing action 


Wis. and his final training in seadia tt England and France. He became ill 


work was completed at Salt Lake City. and was returned to England Nov. 15 


' - for treatment in a base hospital. He 
He went overseas in January, 1944, ‘ ; 
and is in the Philippines. Carl has sent | “25 later brought to the United States, 


several souvenirs home, among them mb A rae, tee ae v sate att: 
being bracelets for his sisters and a|"© WaS inducted into the army. ¥ 


necklace for his mother made from segs = Pao fe ~ pho Sea pete 
matching sea shells. He sent several| °Y°" Mass. for a time and is now 


other Japanese articles. convalescing in a hospital at Hot 


Sgt. William Muzzillo is also a grad-| SPrings, Ark. 

uate of Garrett high school and was Bobby, the youngest of the family, 
employed as a fireman by the Balti-|Was sworn into the navy Sept. 1, 1944, 
more and Ohio when he joined the|and reached his 18th birthday Jan. 
army on April 15, 1941. He was sent|17- He would have been a senior in 
to Camp Shelby, Miss., for his basic|Garrett high school this year. He re- 
training and later to Camp Polk, La.,|ceived his “boot” training at Great 
where he joined a railroad battalion, | Lakes, IIl., and is now getting special 
He was sent overseas in October, |training at the Fairbanks Morse Co. 
1942, and has been on duty in Iran|School at Beloit, Wis. His rating is 
since that time. His mother received |S€aman second class. 

a beautiful 6x9 Persian rug from him, Mrs. Muzzillo has nine other chil- 
as well as a bronze plate on which is| dren and all are engaged in war work. 


Surviving Brother Now on Shore Duty” 


* 


RICHARD D. GREENE § 1/C emir a en cEENE iy oan ania 
Continved 


G reene. Cont 


Richard Dale Greene S 1/c, the 
sole survivor of his immediate family 
and foster son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Coble of 208 South Guilford 


street, has been transferred from sea, 


_duty in the navy to Link training at; 


| and assigned to a ship. 


Glenview Naval Air Base, Glenview, 
\ll., for the duration at the request 


‘of Mr. and Mrs. Coble because of the 


death in action of his two brothers, ' 
Pfc.. Merwyn H. Greene, who was | 
killed in France last July 22, and) 
Cpl. Allen R. Greene, who was slain 
in Italy Dec. 6, 1944. ©. © >, | 
Pfc. Merwyn Greene was also a 
foster son of Mr. and Mrs. Coble and 
Cpl. Allen R. Greene was a foster pe 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ross Mann of 208 | 
South Britton street. Mrs. Coble and 
Mrs. Mann were sisters of the boys’ 
father. ee 


Richard entered the navy by en- 
listment and he was inducted at the 
Great Lakes naval training School 
Dec. 4, 1941, three days before Pearl 
Harbor. He was the youngest of the 
three brothers and the first to enter 
the armed services. Within three 
weeks he was sent to the Pacific coast 
He was at 
sea for three years and saw service 
in the Aleutian islands, Marshall is 
lands, Samoa, Hawaii, Saipan and 
many other war zones. He _ has 
crossed the equator eitht times and 
he says, “It seems good to he walking 
on land instead of on a deck or swing- 
ing out over the side of a ship with a 
mass of water below.” Richard was 
given a choice of any location in the 
U. S. He said, “Give me as near 
home as possible.” He is very much 


pleased with his new assignment. He 
was recently home on a ten days’ 
teave before guing to his new as- 
signment at Glenview. 

A letter was.received by Mr. and 
Mrs. Coble concerning the manner in 
which Merwyn .net his death, as fol- 


| lows: 


“C company was engrossed in a 
vicious attack against the enemy on 
July 22. Pfc. Greene was a member 
of the attacking echelon. He was 
slightly wounded early in the day but 
refused to be evacuated. He stayed 


_in his position and moved forward 


with his comrades. Later in the day 
death came to Pfc. Greene _ instan- 
taneously as a result of enemy fire. 


“This man’s loss to the company 
was heavy. His loyalty to his bud- 
dies, his desire to close with the 
enemy will long be remembered. The 
intestinal fortitude and the spirit 
shown by this man was and is an 
inspiration to all who knew him. 
““He died a fine man and a gallant 
soldier. His actions reflect the high- 
est credit not only to himself but to 
the military service of our great 
country. 


“Pfc. Merwyn H. Greene was given 
the proper burial ceremony and his 
body placed in 3 cemetery in France. 
1 do not know the exact location. 
May I extend my deepest sympathy 
to you and | am sorry | cannot give 
you more information. I am keeping 
the pamphlet enclosed in your letter. 
1 do hope ? have helped to lift a bit 
of the cloud from you. 

“Sincerely yours, 
“James L. Mosby, 1st Lt. Co. 
C, Exec. Officer.” 
oo = | 

The Purple Heart has been post- 
humously awarded to Merwyn and 
many letters of condolence have 
been received from government offi- 
cials. Mrs. Coble recently received 
the personal effects of Merwyn. The 
package contained a leather billfold, 
nine English coins, his New Testa- 


ment, pictures, identification cards, 


two sterling silver medals he had 
been awarded and a few other ar- 
ticles. 

Additional information has also 
been received by Mr. and Mrs. Mann 
regarding Allen’s death. Allen ar- 
rived in Italy Nov. 16 and he was 
assigned to the 98th bombardment 
group, which had its base near Naples. 
He went out on two local trial trips 
Nov. 26 and 27 and the mission in 
which he met his death was his first 
combat mission. 

According to a letter from F. R. 
Schmidt, chaplain, Allen was a radio 
gunner and he was in a crew on a 
B-24 bomber. The plane crashed in 
Italy when it was returning from a 
raid over Hungary. Allen died as a 
result of injuries received in the 
crash. Three other members of the! 
crew also died and six of them were 
saved. The chaplain wrote, “Allen 
had a very nice burial in one of the 
beautiful American cemeteries near- 
by. Full military honors were paid 
him and a Christian funeral was given 
by Chaplain John C. Neville, a Protes- 
tant chaplain. Allen’s crew, many of 
his friends and myself were present. 
| can assure you everything was just 
as you would want it.” 

Allen has been awarded the Purple 
Heart and the Citation of Honor 
posthumously. 
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HAROLD CLADY TELLS OF > 
LIFE IN SOUTH PACIFIC 


Cpl. Harold Clady reported to Fort 
Benjamin Harrison Tuesday for re- 
assignment after having spent a 21-day 
furlough with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Clady of 314 South Walsh 
street. It was the first time he had 
been home in more than three years. 

This Garrett soldier f:as seen much 
of the South Pacific, having been over- 
seas 36 months. He enlisted in the 
army Sept. 5, 1940, at Fort Wayne and 
was assigned to the 22nd ordnance 
company, receiving training at Fort 
Knox, Ky., Memphis, Tenn., and Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo. He is a graduate 
of Garrett high school and was em- 
ployed in the maintenance of way 
department of the B. & O. before his 
enlistment. 

Cpl. Clady left the states in January, 
1942, with the 22nd ordnance company, 
arriving in Australia 43 days later. 
The unit rested there for 7 days and 
embarked for New Caledonia, the big 
island lying 800 miles off the north- 
east coast of Australia. There, his out- 
fit assisted in the maintenance of all 
divisions of the army. New Caledonia | 
was made into one of the main allied 
bases in this area. Itisa semi-tropical | 
mountainous country. There were no 
enemy attacks on this base. 

After spending 12 months at New 
Caledonia the 22nd ordnance company | 
was sent to Guadalcanal, arriving 
there in June, 1943, after the island 
had been secured by the Allies. The | 
Japs made several air attacks on the, 
island, but Clady says that none of} 
the bombs landed near him. He could, 
however, hear the whistling of the 
bursting shrapnel through the trees. 
He states that he never saw it rain so 
hard as it did there. “In 15 or 20 min- 
utes, so much. water would fall that 
there would be miniature rivers every- 
where and the ground would be noth- 
ing but a sea of mud.” 


Havoc by Shellfire 


CPL. HAROLD CLADY > 


Spent most of the nights in foxholes,” 
Says Clady, “and bombs fell close 
enough to me that I could feel the 
earth shake. We usually worked 10 to 
12 hours a day and then had to try to 
get some sleep in the foxholes at night. 
AS soon as the ‘all clear’ signal] 
would sound we would get out of the 
foxholes and onto our cots because 
there are so many rats and land crabs. 
Some of the land crabs measure 10 
and 12 inches in diameter and it is 
no fun having some of them for a bed 
mate. I think that most men will re- 
member New Georgia as the land of 
the rats and crabs. On certain nights 
there would be so many crabs that 
the ground would be practically coy- 
ered with them. We could hear them 
walking around. Funny thing about 
them is that they walk sideways with 


Clady was traveling again in abt Con TINVED 


months, this time to New Georgia in 
the Solomon Islands group. The 22nd 
ordnance company moved into an otal 
battlefield and Clady says it was noth-| 
ing but an area of torn up palm trees 
and gigantic holes from the terrific 
air and naval bombardment. For a 
period of 60 days the Japs attacked 
the island with airplanes every night 
and sometimes during the day, “We 


Crh proto CLADY 


‘their large claws held up and their 
leyes protruding. They are harmless, 
but they certainly are a nuisance. As 
‘soon as daylight comes they disappear, 
‘hiding in the ground or under any kind 
lof cover. 

| “f saw many air battles,’ Clady 
‘continued. “At night the big search- 
\lights would pick up the Japanese 
‘planes and then the anti-aircraft bat- 
‘teries would open up on them. It 
isn’t very safe for a plane to come 
down below 25,000 feet in altitude be- 
cause of the accuracy of these guns. 
Then, too, many of the Japs were 
caught by our night fighters. These 
fellows would be up patrolling and as 
soon as a searchlight would get on a 
Jap they would go after him. We often 
could hear the Allied airmen talking 
to the anti-aircraft ground crews over 
our short wave sets instructing the 
ground crews to cease firing so they 
could go after the Japs. Even up to 
30,000 feet we could see the tracer bul- 
lets pouring out from the planes’ guns. 
Sometimes the Jap planes would 
|plunge in flames or would explode 
‘from a direct hit.” 

Meets Jack Stoner 

| ' The only person from Garrett Harold 
\saw was Jack Stoner, son of Mrs. Sadie 
i\Stoner of 503 South Walsh street. 
| Jack is in the Seabees. He knew the 
;outfit Harold was in and one Sunday 
|morning at New Georgia he saw the 
sign of Harold’s company tacked up- 
/On a tree. He immediately made a 
|Search for Harold and found him sleep- 
ing in bed. The two men had a good 
‘bull’ session. 

| Another unit moved into New Geor- 
igia to relieve the 22nd ordnance com- 
pany, which returned to New Cale- 
donia. Later, Clady received his pass 
to return home and he arrived back 
‘in the states March 29. 

Cpl. Clady has many interesting 
|souvenirs, including a Japanese note- 
book he found in a foxhole, an 18 
pound Australian artillery shell that 
he had made into an ash tray and a 
Japanese 37 millimeter anti-tank shell 
‘that he had made into a small cup. 


SGT. CHAS. F. SIMCOX 


The above picture was mailed on 
D-Day to Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Simcox 
of 219 Britton street by their son. 
The information that he was recently 
advanced from the rating of corporal 
to that of sergeant was received by 
The Clipper from an Eighth Army Air 
field headquarters Liberator station 
in England. Charles was graduated 
from Garrett high school in 1941 and 
he is one of 23 members of that class 
serving with the armed forces and 
one of 15 who are overseas. Prior to 
his enlistment on Dec. 11, 1942, he 


|was employed as brakeman by the 


Baltimore and Ohio. He took special 
training at Wendover Field, Utah, be- 
fore he went overseas last April. He 


is employed as a clerk with a Libera- 
tor bomber division, 


‘ 
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of Bed by Big 


Sgt. Chas. F. Simcox, son of Mr. | 


and Mrs. H. G. Simcox of 219 Britton 
street, spent 17 months in England as 
the member of a ground crew in the 
789th squadron of the 467th heavy 
bombardment air group. 


Charles is at home on furlough 
until August 16, when he will report 
at Camp Grant, Ill, and then he will 
go to Sioux Falls, S. D., for screening 
and reassignment. He has 79 points 
to his credit but he does not yet know 
if he will be discharged. His Euro- 
pean service ribbon has six battle 
stars on it for the battles of wes- 
tern Europe, Normandy, northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes bulge 
and central Europe. He also has one 
battle star on his American theatre 
ribbon for anti-submarine work. 


“Bud,” as he is better known by his 
friends, was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1941 and he took em- 
ployment as a brakeman for the B. 
& O. until his enlistment Dec. 11, 
1942. He received his basic training 
at Miami Beach, Fla., and at Cherry 
Point, N. C., he was assigned to the 
anti-submarine command of the 
American air force, which was flying 
B-24 bombers. He first worked in 
the intelligence department but when 
he was shifted to Wilmington, N. C.,: 
he became a flying observer. Dur- 
ing his six months of duty at this 
location he was never fortunate 
enough to sight an enemy sub. The 
unit was disbanded and he was sent 
to Salt Lake City, where she was 
placed in an intelligence division of) 
the air corps having to do with the 
briefing and interrogation of air 
crews. The air crew¢? and ground 
crews were sent to Wendover Field, 
Utah, for their final phases of train- 
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as. Simcox Was Blown Out 


German Bombs 


SGT. CHAS. F. SIMCOX 


. 


ing. 

The 467th bomb group left for over- 
1944, going 
base cf the 


seas duty in February, 


to England. 
group was located near Norwich. 

Bud states that planes of the 467th 
often came back to the base badly 
shot up but that the group had an 
unusually low casualty rate. His 
squadron was cited for having com- 
pleted 49 missions without the loss 
of a man or plane. One of the planes, 
Named the Witchcraft, flew 129 mis- 
sions without having to turn back 
because of mechanical failure. 


In August and September of 1944 
the 467th was taken off combat duty to 
act as “truckers” for General George 
S. Patton. Patton was moving so fast 
at that time that the regular ground 
service was unable to supply him 
with gasoline. So, the 467th flew 
gasoline to him, often landing its 
planes just behind the front lines. 
Bud also told that his outfit flew three 
missions on D-day and that in the 
battle of the bulge every plane that 
could fly was in the air. 


Continved 


The main 
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Bud says the only real danger he 


‘was ever in was from the German 


| 


} 


| 
I 


V-1 and V-2 robot bombs that struck 
the air base on several occasions. He 
saw several.of the V-1 bombs. He 


| Says they sound more or less like a 


motor boat and they are very easy 
to follow through the sky. Bud says. 
“You dre all right so long as that 
motor doesn’t cut out. As soon as 
the motor stops the bomb drops to 
earth. The minute the English peo- 
Die would see one of them coming 
they would dive for shelter. The 
SX 
GIs would just stand and watch them. 
You can’t hear the V-2 bombs coming 
as they travel faster than sound. 
Those babies blow a hole in the 
Sround big enough to put a good 
size house in and you wouldn't even 
be able to see the top of the roof 
Sticking out. I was never close to 
where one of the V-1 or V-2 bombs hit 
although I was blown out of bed by 
the explosion of them three or four 
times.” 

Charles states that the English peo- 
ple are very hard hit by the war: 
that they have very little of anything. 
He pointed out that each person is 
siven only 24 clothing coupons a year 
and it requires 9 points for a pair of 
zirl’s shoes, 18 points for a girl’s 
coat and 27 points for a girl’s suit. 

Charles had two furloughs while 
in England and he spent both of them 
sightseeing in Scotland. He says 
Scotland is more like the United 
States than England, although the 
people are difficult to understand be- 
cause of their accent. He liked Scot- 
land very much and stated that the 
people treat the American boys in 
a fine manner. When coming out of 
the Red Cross club at Edinburgh, 
Scotland, he met S/Sgt. William Ort, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Ort of 419 
West King street. Bill was the only 
Garrett youth Charles ever saw while 
in England. “We had a swell bull 
session,’ said Charles. William Ort 
was also on a furlough at that time. 

Charles states that V-E day was 
a very quiet affair at the air base. All 
service men in England were re 
Stricted to their bases on that day 
because the authorities were fearfu! 
that much damage might be caused 
by celebrants. \ 

Charles came back to the Unitec 
States aboard the Queen Mary, land 
ing at New York July 11. He states 


that there were 15,000 service men 
aboard. 


ARTILLERY TEACHER 


CPL. HARRY MITCHELL 
—Photo by Sheets 


Having served 15 months in the 
service of Uncle Sam, this Garrett 
soldier is now an instructor at Fort 
Sill, Okla. Prior to his induction into 
the army in March, 1944, he was em- 
ployed as a mechanic at the General 
Electric Supercharger plant in Fort 
Wayne and also had part time work 
at the Kratzer Standard Service sta- 
tion. He was sent from the induction 
center at Fort Benjamin Harrison to 
the field artillery replacement train- 
ing center at Camp Roberts, Calif. 
He was transferred to Camp Chaffee, 
Ark., for further training and then 
to Camp Gruber, Okla., for training 
on the “Big Toms.” His family, con- 
sisting of his wife and their daughter, 
JoAnn, live at 212 West Baltimore 
street and his mother, Mrs. Catherine 
Leeson, lives at 117 North Cowen 
street. Mrs. Mitchell has a brother, 
Sgt. Geo. W. Andrews, who is in the 
army air forces stationed at Moody 
Field, Ga. 
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Brother, Sister Are 


™ 


LT. OTTO E. KAELLNER 


Pictured above are Lt. Otto E. eee 
ner of the Highth Air Force in England 
and Lt. Louise Kaellner, who is in 
Ireland with the nurses’ corps. They | 
are a son and a daughter of Mrs. | 
Emma Kaellner of Lake George, Mich., | 
a former Garrett resident. and they 
are a brother and sister of Mrs. K. EB. 
Farrington of 114 South Ijams street. 


Otto recently received considerable 
publicity as the pilot of a Flying Fort- 
ress that “bagged” seven fighter 
planes in a raid over Germany, the) 
story being published in the London | 
Daily Express and the New York | 
Times. The story, as told by Otto to) 
the newsmen, was as follows: 

“Ten minutes before we ran in to) 
bomb our target, our No. 2 engine was! 
hit when we were at an altitude of. 
20,000 feet and I could not feather the, 
prop. The vibration from it was so 
great that the whole plane shook like | 
jelly and it was impossible for any of 
the crew to stand up. We made our | 
bomb run and then tried to get out of | 
formation by diving between two. 
Sroups of bombers. I nearly knocked | 
two other ships out of the sky and my | 
bombardier almost kissed the tail 
Sunner of another Fort. We started 


to go down with one engine in flames. 
At 15.000 feet about 20 Messerschmitts 
attacked and we had a running fight 
down to 2.000 feet: 


Lieutenants 


LT. LOUISE KAELLNER 


knocked out seven fighters and dam- 
aged another. Then at 2,000 feet I got 
the ship into the clouds and we con- 
tinued at that height across Europe 
for nearly 300 miles. Over Brussels 
there was a gap in the clouds and we 
received all that city’s flak at practi- 
cally point blank range. Just to pay 
them back my bombardier opened up 
on the aircraft on the ground below 
him. 

“We crossed the channel at the 
same height and tried to land at an R. 
A. F. station in the south of England. 
When we did not get the O. K. signal 
to land we continued on. All this time 
that darn propeller was shaking us to 


pieces.” 

The newspaper story further relates 
that the Fortress finally landed at an 
airfield with three tires missing and 
a shot-up wing “and as the Fort came 
to rest one of the propellers fell oif.” 

Lt. Kaellner, incidentally, was pilot- 
ing someone else’s Fort during this 
raid and he said it was all right with 
him if he never saw the plane again. 
He believes the tires were knocked 
oif the ship by the flak sent up over 
Brussels. 


Continued 
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Koellner, Cont- 


Otto attended the Altona school un- 
til he left Garrett with his parents in 
1928. He graduated from Fremont 
high school in 1937, and enlisted for 
a three year term in the medical corps 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison. He was 
released in December, 1940, and he 
enlisted in the air corps in 1941. He 
received his training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Mo.. Maxwell Field, Ala., Cam- 
den and Walnut Ridge, Ark., and Fre- 
man Field, Seymour, Ind., the latter 
being where he received. his second 
lieutenant’s commission on April 29, 
1943. as a pilot on a B-17. He was then 
sent to Lockbourne Air Base. Colum- 
bus, O.. for Flying Fortress training 
and further instruction at Ephrata, 
Wash., and Rapid City, S. D. In No 


vember he was sent to England and 


he has heen there since. 
' Louise graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1932. She entered St. Jos- 
;eph’s hospital in Fort Wayne for 
nurse’s training in 1939 and later be- 
came supervisor of that hospital’s sur- 
|gical floor. She was inducted as a 
second lieutenant in the army nurses’ 
‘corps at Fort Hayes, Columbus, O., in. 
| May, 1941. and in February, 1942, was 
sent tc England. She was later as- 
signed to Ireland. 

There are three other Kaellner boys 
in U. S. service: Karl E., who is a 
iship’s cook butcher first class in the 
|navy located in the southwest Pacific; 
‘1st Lt. John W., who is with the army 
iin Australia; and Henry L., who is an 
‘aviation machinist mate first class in 
| the Navy at Grosse Ile, Mich. 


PVT. ROBERT WINEBRENNER 
—Photo by Sheets 


ANTI-AIRCRAFT MAN 


After a visit with bis parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edison Winebrenner of 510 
South Cowen street, this Garrett sol- 
dier is now stationed at Camp Irwin, 
Barstow, Calif. 

One of the twenty-four members of 
the 1942 class of Garrett high school 
in the armed gervices, “Ike,” as he 
was best Known in school, took a 
college preparatory course. He was 
a member of the freshmen boys’ Hi- 
Y, scout and athletic clubs and the 
boys’ chorus, and was president of 
the high school band. He was a, 
‘member of the journalism staff and. 
served as editor in his senior year. 
He played on the basketball team and 
was a member of the track team all | 
during his high school days. Follow-| 
ing graduation he attended Interna- 
tional college at Fort Wayne for one | 
year and volunteered for military 
service in June, 1943. He was in- 
ducted at Fort Benjamin Harrison 
and received his basic training at 
Camp Haan, Calif. He also took train- 
ing at Santa Anita, Calif., and El Paso, 
Tex. Robert never divulged to his 
parents the nature of his special 
training and when an article appeared 
in The Clipper several weeks ago he 
sent the clipping to his parents and 
told them “This is what | am. working 
on.” The article follows: “The army 
has taken the wraps off its sweetest 
and biggest anti-aircraft gun. This 
new firing piece, a closely guarded 
military secret only recently unveiled, 
can shoot flak shells higher than any 
plane can fly. It is a huge 120-milli- 
meter gun and it fires semi-fixed time 
|fused ammunition at the rate of 12 
rounds per minute due to a new 
lrammer. This rammer,, the secret of 
the new weapon, operates electrically. 
The new gun, dubbed the ‘sky master,’ 
|is operated by remote control under 
‘Supervision of 19 men. A highly- 
secret computer actually does ail the 
figuring and thinking for the gun.” 


| 
| 
| 
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O7TO KAELLNER MAKES ~ 
SUPREME SACRIFICE 


Mrs. Emma Kaellner of Lake 
George, Mich., a former Garrett res- 
ident, has received a telegram from 
the war department hotifying her 
that her son, First Lt. Otto E. Kaell- 
ner, had been killed in England 


Nov. 6. No details were given, The 
telegram stated that a letter would 


follow. 


FIRST LT. OTTO E. KAELLNER 


Mrs. Kaellner and her daughters 
and other sons all received letters 
from Otto written on the day before 
he was killed. In his letter he stated 
that the Germans were over his air 
base and it is believed that he might 
have been killed in the raid. t 

Lt. Kaellner received considerable | 
publicity last spring in the London | 
Daily Express and the New York | 
Times as the pilot of a Flying For-| 


tress that shot down seven fighter | 


planes in a raid over Germany. In 
this story Otto told that “Ten min- 
utes before we ran in to bomb our 
target our No. 2 engine was hit when 
We were at an altitude of 20,000 feet 
and I could not feather the prop. The 
vibration from it was so great that 
the whole plane shook like jelly and 
it was impossible for any of the crew 
to stand up. 


“We made our bomb run and then 
tried to get out of the formation by 
diving between two groups of bomb- 
ers. I nearly knocked two other ships 
out of the sky and my bombardier 
almost kissed the tail gunner of an- 
other Fort. At 15,000 feet about 20 
Messerschmitts attacked and we had 


Se Ce, 
ee ee 


;@ running fight down to 2,000 feet. 


“In that short scrap our gunners 
knocked down seven fighters and 
damaged another. We dived into a 
cloud: and then crossed over Europe | 
at an altitude of 2,000 feet for a dis- 
tance of 300 miles. Over Brussels 
we received all that city’s flak at 
practically point blank range. The 
Fortress finally landed at an emer- 
gency field in England with three 
tires missing and a shot-up wing, 
and as the Fortress came to rest one 
of the propellers fell off.” 

For his exploits Otto was the holder | 
of the Distinguished Flying Cross 
and the Air Medal with five Oak 
Leaf Clusters. He completed his | 
thirty missions as a. Flying Fortress ! 
Pilot in the spring of this year. After ! 
a furlough, he was assigned in June 
aS a reconnaissance pilot in one of 
Uncle Sam’s specially designed high 
Speed planes. 

Otto, who was 25 years old, was 
born July 13, 1919,<in Wilmington 
township, four miles south of Butler. 
He attended the Altona school until 
he left Garrett with his parents in 
1928. He graduated from Fremont 
high school in 1937 and enlisted for 
a three year term in the medical corps 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison. He wa: 
released in December, 1940, and h 
enlisted in the air corps in 1941. He 
received his training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Mo., Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Camden and Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
and Freman Field, Seymour, Ind., 
where he received his second lieu- 
tenant’s commission on April 29, 
1943, as a pilot of a B-17. He then 
was sent to Lockbourne Air Base, Co- 
lumbus, O., for Flying Fortress train- 
ing and further instruction at Ephra- 
ta, Wash., and Rapid City, S. D. In 
November he was sent to England, 
where he received his first lieuten- 
ant’s bars. 
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Kaellner, cont. 


| There are four other Kaellner chil- 
dren in the service of their country: 
Lt. Louise Kaellner is in the army 
hurse corps stationed at Denver, 
Colo. She was formerly stationed in 
Ireland and England, returning .to 
the United States last June. Karl E. 
is a ship’s cook butcher first ‘class 
and he is in the Philippines, First Lt. 
John W. is in the army and now is 
fighting on the Philippines front. 
|Henry L, is taking an aviation engi- 
neering course under the V-12 pro- 
gram at Bowling Green, Ky. Another 
brother, Paul, is at honie. Other sis- 
ters are Mrs. K. E. Farrington of 114 
South Ijams street, Garret, and Mrs. 
V. G. Shonkwiler of Decatur, III. 
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: JOHN S. (BUD) BRADIN 


John S. (Bud) Bradin, naval avia- 
tion radio-gunner 1/c, will leave Fri- 
day to report for duty tu the com- 
mandant of Naval Air Transport Ser- 
vice at Oakland, Calif.. Bud, as he is 
best known, had a 30-day leave after 
spending 21 months in the Southwest 
Pacific with the land-based naval air 
force. He had not been at home for 
28 months. He spent his leave with 
his mother, Mrs. Joe Koch, and family 
of 233'% South Main street, Auburn, 
his father, John Bradin, two; sisters, 
Miss Jane Bradin and Mrs. Arthur 
Warner, and his maternal grandmoth- 
|er, Mrs. Andrei Simon, of Garrett, 
‘and relatives at Willard, O., and Gary. 


Bud arrived on Washington’s birth- 
day and missed seeing two uncles by 
two and four days. They are Sgt. 
Nick Simon, who sailed for Europe, 
and James Richmond MMO 1/c, who 
recently left San Francisco, Calif., 
for duty in the Pacific. Bud hasn’t 
seen these uncles for three years. 

‘Bud enlisted in the navy Sept. 17, 
1942. He spent his 18th birthday at 
Great Lakes, Ill., and the last two 
in the Southwest Pacific. After six 
weeks’ training at Great Lakes he had 
his “boot” leave and reported at the 
naval air station at Alameda, Calif., 
for radio training. Then he had a 
course in aerial gunnery, finishing at 
San Diego, Calif., in March, 1943. His 
first stop overseas ‘was at Noumea, “ 
New Caledonia. Then he was at 
Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, Gua- 
dalcanal and other islands in the 
Solomons group, the New Georgia is- 
lands, Green island, Admiralty is- 
lands, British New Guinea, Dutch 
New Guinea, Biak, Schouten island, 
Owi Schouten island and the Mullu- 
cus islands. 

Bud is entitled to wear the Asiatic- 
Pacific campaign ribbon with three 
bronze stars for participation in the |’ 
Treasury-Bouganville operations, New 
Guinea operations and Bismarck Ar- 
chipelago operations: for results in 
the following commendations for 
these operations: for results in 
Special air operations in the Solo- 
mons, from Maj. N. F. Twining and 
Col. Wm. A. Matheny; “for an abso- 
lute minimum of unaccomplished mis- 
sions with no known operational 
losses under tedious and variable 
operations in the Solomons May 1 
to Nov. 2, 1943” from Lt. Gordon Fow- 
ler; and “for meritorious services 
rendered from November, 1943, to 
March, 1944” from Gen. Mitchell. 

Bud brought home numerous pic- 


tures and souvenirs from the places 
he visited. 
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CLERK IN MARINES 


PFC. M. N. FROWNFELTER 


Pfc. Maurice N. Frownfelter of the 
marine corps, husband of Mrs. Doris 
Frownfe!ter of Auburn and son of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Frownfelter of 
905 South Randolph street, Garrett, 
is now assigned to duties as payroll 
clerk and_ confidential clerk at 
Bogue Field, N. C. 
| Maurice was graduated from Au- 
burn high school in 1937 and after- 
wards was employed by the Economy 
Dry Cleaning Co. and Warner Auto- 
motive Parts Division in Auburn. He 
entered U. S. service May 17, 1944, 


and was in training at Camp Miramar: 


and. the naval training center, both at 
San Diego, Calif. ” 

Maurice’s wife is the former Doris 
White and she and their little son, 
Michael, aged 2!% years, are residing 
for the duration with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. H. White of 409 West 
Eieventh street, Auburn. Mr. White 
is crew dispatcher for the B. & O. in 
|Garrett. Their son, Robert D. White, 
was wounded in France last Jan. 25 
and is now at home, having been 
given a medical discharge from the 
army. He was in the service nearly 
three years. 

Maurice Frownfelter has two broth- 
ers in U. S. uniforms. Sgt. Homer 
Frownfelter is with the marines in the 
Pacific and Lt. Robert is in Europe. 


NOT BADLY HURT 


PFC. ROBERT WEIDEMAN 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weideman of 
917 South Randolph street have re- 


] 
| 
| 


ceived a letter from their son, Pfc. 
Robert Weideman, who was previously | 


reported by the war department as 
slightly wounded in action somewhere 
in France. 


Robert’s letter does not indicate the! 


nature of his wound or how he was. 


wounded. The letter follows: 

“Dear Folks: . 

“By now you must have received 
word that I was slightly wounded. | 
hope the news has not worried you too 
much because I am having the easiest 
time now that I have had overseas. 
In fact it is too easy. 

“There really isn’t any news to 
write. Be sure to let me Know what 


you hear from Dick (Dick Norman, a: 


bee who resides in Chicago) and 
Alan (Alan Fitch). Il write both of 
them. soon. 

“Keep writing. I'll expect a mail 
bag full of letters and packages back 
at the company.” 

The last paragraph of Robert’s let- 
ter indicates that he expects to re- 
join his company soon. He was grad- 
uated from Garrett high school in 1943 
and entered the army ASTP program 
at Ohio university. When this pro- 
gram was discontinued he entered the 
army Jan. 1, 1944, and he went over- 
‘seas last December. He was with the 
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Greenfield Rrathere Serv Theit Country 


PVT. GLENN GREENFIELD 


_.Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Greenfield of 
Altona have three sons in the ser- 
vice of their country. They are} 
Pvt. Glenn Greenfield, Pvt. Hollis | 
Greenfield and S/Sgt. Otho Green- 
fieid. 

Glenn, 21, is the youngest. 
tended Garrett high school and after 
leaving school he worked for a short 
time for the Auburn Rubber Corp. | 
At the time of his enlistment Dec. | 
29, 1941, he was working for a magq- | 
nesium company at Adrian, Mich. He | 
received his training at a camp in|} 
Georgia and went overseas in Febru- 
ary, 1942, landing in Australia. 

Glenn was the first Garrett youth | 
to be decorated in World war il. ins 
Australia he assisted in saving an 
ammunition dump when a grass fire,| 
threatened to set off 2,000-pound 
bombs. In an explosion that took 
place, a flying piece of a sword struck 
him, cutting ‘one of his legs. | 


He at-! 


Glenn also saw service in New 
Guinea and some small Pacific is- 
lands. In addition to the Purpie 
Heart, awarded because of his in- 
jury, he bears the Good Conduct rib- 
bon, the Presidential unit citation 
and a campaign ribbon bearing four 
battle stars of the Coral sea, Bismarck 
sea and others. 


Con T/NVEI Time) 
S5T OTHO CREFAFIELD 


PvT. HOLLIS GREENFIELD 


Glenn returned to a rest camp. in 
California Nov. 16, 1944. He has 
had four attacks of malaria. In a 
recent letter to his parents he-stated 


i that he was feeling fine and that he 


expected to be assigned to a perma- 
nent camp soon. Soon after Glenn’s 
arrival in Australia he ard Edna 
Roberts of Queensiand were married. 
She is still in Australia, serving her 
country by working in an army con- 
valescent home. Glenn’s present ada- 
dress is: No. 15984229, T-46, 4o0ist 
AAFBV, LAAF, Lemoore, Calif. 
Hollis, 26, attended Garrett high 
school and later worked in bakeries 
at Saginaw and Midland, Mich. He 
enlisted in the army July 7, 1941, and 
he was sent to Camp Shelby, Miss., 
for training. He then went to New 
Cumberland, Pa., and became an army 
baker. He was transferred to a 
camp in California, was assigned to 


| the infantry and he went last Janu- 


ary to the Philippine islands. In 
his tast letter to his parents he 
stated that he was back in a camp 


after having been in several battles. 
While at New Cumberiand, Pa., he 
and Miss Dorothy Geistwhite were 


married. She remained there and | 
| 


s workina in a restaurant. | 
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CowTINVED CREEP FIELD 
BkeT H£ires ae 


ROY A. CHILDERS 


FREED FROM 
JAP PRISON CAMP 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Childers of 
308 South Walsh Street, Garrett, -re- 
ceived a telegram Wednesday at 6:30 
DP. mM. notifying them that their son, 
Roy, had been rescued from the Los 
Banos Prison, Luzon island, part of! 
the Philippine Islands group. The tele- 
gram follows: 

“Official report received announces 
rescue by our forces of your son, Roy 
Childers, formerly interned at Los 
Banos, and Physica] condition fair. 
You may send free through the Ameri- 


S/SGT. OTHO GREENFIELD | can prisoner of war information bur- 
} S/Sgt Otho, 28, also attended Gar eau this office one only 25 word mes- 
Fett high school and then worked for sage the body of which Must not ex- 
,the Auburn Rubber Corp. and Au- ceed 12 words. Remaining 13 words 
| urn Foundry and in the magnesium for address and code symbols,” The. 
| plant at Adrian, Mich. He was in- telegram was signed by Larch, proviso 
cucced into the military service in marshal general, Washington, D. ¢. 


ta2 fall of 1942 and he was sent to} 
“ami Beach, Fia., for training in| 
' 3: 9U1NG work of the air corpse. He 
“received additional training in Cali-, 
‘fornia, Utah and Colorado and he at- 
/tended a special radio mechanic 
| school at Valparaiso, tnd. He went 
| to England in April, 1944, and he is 
Still located there. 

Otho’s wife, the former Myrtle 
| Snead,. and son, Howard, 2, reside in 
|Adrian. He has three children by 


Roy was formerly in the army, but 
his enlistment expired a short time 
before the Pearl Harbor attack and 


| Was at Los Banos. 


/a former marriage, Vernon 7, Caro- Rue of Roy’s brcthers, Lt. Robert 
ilyn Ann, 6, and Constance Jean, 5, Childers, is in the navy, and two 
, Who live with their mother, Vera May Others, Capt. George Childers and 
| Robbins, in Waterloo. | Sgt. Merle Childers, are in the army. 


Otho’s last letter to his parents 
‘indicated that he may be coming ah 6d 
‘home soon. 

; These local youths have ‘two sis- 
| ters and a brother, Mrs. Thelma Mc- 
| intosh, who lives with her parents; 
Mrs. Emmett Hurd of one mile north 
of Garrett and Robert Greenfield of 


Auburn, 
° 


ite 


| FLAME THROWER 


‘Pvt. Roberts is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Roberts, formerly of Gar- 
rett. His father, a World war | vet- 
eran, is a patient in the veterans hos- 
pital at Marion, Ind., and his mother 
is living in Willard. Howard attended 
Garrett high school and before his in- 
duction into the army April 5, 1944, he 
was employed in the baggage room. at 
the Baltimore and Ohio station. He 
received his basic training at Camp 
Joseph T. Robinson, Ark., and was 
afterward given a furlough, when he 
visited his mother in Garrett and also 
his grandfather, H. A. Hinklin of 123 
South Franklin street, a Veteran of 
the Spanish-American war. He was 
sent to Camp Pickett, Va. where he 
attended a flame throwing school, and 
then went to England. He has two 
brothers-in-law in the military ser- 
vice, Pvt. John F. Young and Pvt. 
Donald Yarian, both of Kendallville, 
and both overseas. 

The following letter has been re- 
ceived by The Clipper from Howard: 
“| thought | would write to you as 
ycu sometimes print letters. My 
mother sends me The Clipper and over 


PVT. HOWARD C, ROBERTS 


| 


here they mean a lot. I never 
thought I would miss Garrett but you 
don’t realize what it means to be 
away. | was stationed in England 
for a while and then went to France 
and now we .are in Belgium. We 
See those German rocket bombs go- 
ing night and day. They really 
make a lot of noise. They are feed- 
Ing us as well as can be expected 
Thanksgiving day we had all ie 
turkey we could eat. | wish to say 
hello to all my friends at home and 


am 
mb gg them to please write to 


PFC. CHARLES R. MANSFIELD 


A gunner in a tank with the famed 


second armored replacement batta- 


lion somewhere in Germany is Pfc. 
Charlies R. Mansfield, son of Mrs. 
Helen E. Mansfield of 507 South Pet- 
ers street and George Mansfield of 
Toledo. ‘ 

“Charlie,” as he is known by. his 
friends, was graduated from St. Jos- 
eph’s high school in 1943 and he was 
inducted into the army in September 
of the same year. He received his 
training at Fort Knox, Ky., and he left 
for overseas in April, 1944. He has 
also seen action in France, Holland 
and Belgium. 
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Pfc. Earl Creager Describes 
Hectic Escape From Nazi Trap 


PFC. EARL E. CREAGER 


Home on a 30-day furlough after 
having spent more. than 
months fighting the Germans is Pfc. 
Earl E. Creager, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy E. Creager of 712 South Cowen 
street. 


Earl's outfit, the 18th cavalry re- 
connaissance squadron, was. sur- 
rounded on three different occasions 
during the battle of the 
bulge. The squadron was comprised 
of three troops, A, B, and C. Earl 
was a member of C troop, each troop 
having about 135 men. All of the 
men in A and B groups were killed or 
captured and 40 men out of troop C 
were casualties. 


Earl was graduated from Garrett 
high school with the class of 1942. 
He was inducted into the service in 
February, 1943, and he received train- 
ing at Fort Riley, Kans., Colorado 
School of Mines at Golden, Colo.., 
Camp Fannin, Tex., Camp White, 
Ore., Camp Maxey, Tex.. and Camp 
Shank, N. Y 


Ardennes | 


eleven | 


The 18th cavalry squadron sailed 
Aug. 26, 1944, landing at Glasgow, 
Scotland. After spending about 
two weeks in southern England it 
sailed for France, where it was as- 
signed to the First army. The 
squadron had tanks, armored cars, 
trucks and jeeps and its job was to! 
ascertain the position and strength 
of enemy forces. Earl’s job was zgun- 
ner on a 60 m.m. mortar, having two} 
assistants. The gun had a range of| 
about 2,000 yards. | 


1 


The 18th’s first job was a holding | 
Position at the Battle of Brest. It 
went into reai action early in October | 
at the Siegfried line, near Liege. 
The squadron was in the line for i 
days and Earl reports there was = 

af 
ie 
| 


a great deal of activity. “Funny 
thing,” Earl says, “We fired at any 
hour and every day. The Germans 
fired on us only on Wednesday set 


nhoons and Sunday mornings. 


‘just got under cover during ies 


Periods when they shelled us and the; 
rest of the time we waiked around | 
as if there wasn’t a war on. I came 
close to being hit by snipers a couple | 
of times. Another queer quirk of | 
the war was that our platoon serg- | 
eant, a man who had been in the army | 
about ten years and who we all fig-' 
ured would have a better chance of! 
surviving than any of us, was killed 
the first day we were in the line by 
a German sniper. 
Fierce Nazi Attack 

“On Dec. 16, the opening day of 
the baitle of the bulge, all hell broke 
loose and our peaceful days were 


over. The Germans opened up on 
us with a terrific artillery barrage at 
5:30 a. m. and it lasted about an hour. 
We knew something was up so we 


*were all set and waiting for the Ger- 


mans. The German infantry attacked 
at dawn. We had a good field of fire, 
about 200 yards of it, and we just 
mowed those Germans down. Our 
position was in a small town. How- 
ever, the Germans soon had us sur- 
rounded and we were running out of 


ContHnved 


Pagkal 


,of us tO a group. 


Creager, cont. 


ammunition. The Germans’ were 
within 50 yards of us so my trench 
mortar wasn’t any good to us. I 


transferred over to firing a machine 


gun. We fired our machine guns as 
little as possible to conserve am- 
munition and we called for heip. 
However, reinforcements couldn't 


get to us and we were ordered to 
hold our positions, not to retreat an 


inch. My platoon was lucky in that 
we had no casualties except that 
the three artillery observers at- 


tached to us were either killed or 


| wounded. 


“By 3 p. m. our situation became so 
desperate that we were ordered to. 
pull out. All we had left of 3 ar- 


|mored cars and 7 jeeps was one ar- 


mored car and 2 jeeps. A protect- | 
ing artillery barrage was laid right 
around us. I drove one of the jeeps : 
and believe it or not there were | 
13 other fellows besides myself who: 
rode that jeep. We tore out of that. 
little town like a bat out of hell. 
Snipers fired at us but only one fellow 
in my jeep was slightly wounded. 

“We retreated about four and a half 
miles to Manderfeld Belgium, where 
we joined up with what was left of. 
our squadron. Then we went 8 or 
9 miles farther back to Poteau, wher. 
we were ordered to hold that town 
We were expecting the Germans t 
attack at noon the following day bui 
they surprised us and attacked at 
dawn. The Heinies had us cut off 
from felp on three sides and they 
knocked out most of our vehicles. ” 
was in Poteau that the 18th cavah 
squadron suffered heavy casualtie: 
The troop I was in was certainlh 
lucky. 

“We retreated from Poteau about 
35 miles, where we joined up with the | 
32nd cavairy squadron. We were | 
then sent to Gouby, Belgium, to hold | 
the front lines while&the 82nd air- | 
borne division built up a reserve 
line. We were in this ‘position un- | 
til Dec. 23. ~We were ordered to pull 
back but for some reason or other 
our orders arrived three hours late | 
and when we started to pull back the! 
Germans had cut off our road. Ger- | 
man Tiger tanks and self-propelled 
guns knocked out our lead vehicles. | 
We tried to crash the road block but 
we failed. Our only alternative was 
to blow up our vehicles and escape by 
foot. We blew up our stuff about | 
midnight and then we took off} 
through the woods on foot, about 20) 
We abandoned | 
everything except the clothes we had | 
on and a gun and sOme ammunition. 
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We walked through the woods all | 

night, walking plenty low, and we) 

made it back to our lines without | 

meeting any Germans. ' 
Roof Fell In 


“The closest shave I had during 
these hectic days occurred when I 
was standing in a power plant build- | 
ing. A German 88 shell hit the roof, | 
knocking a large portion of it gown 
on us. However, I was only hit by 
some of the debris. 

“What was left of us went back to) 
Xhandrema!, Belgium, where we were | 
reorganized, given replacements and | 
new vehicles. After about 30 days 


of training we went back into the line 
again at the Roer river. We crossed 
| the Roer river Feb. 19 at Remagen 
and headed for the Rhine. About 
two weeks later we were transferred 
to Gereral Patton’s Third army and 
we worked as a reconnaissance unit 
| all the way to the Danube, when the 
War ended. We had been expect- 
ing the surrender for about a week 
| as we: had been running all over the 
iGermans. We got the news over a 
| tank radio. We celebrated the event 
on a couple of bottles of warm Ger- 
, man beer and it wasn’t very good. 


“After the surrender we were sta- 
tioned at Erlangen, Germany. This 
town wasn’t hit hard by the war. 
The German people didn’t seem to 
mind so much our being there and 
they were*plenty glad the war was 
over. 


“We got our orders for deportation 
and we sailed from LeHavre, France, 
landing at Boston July 10.” 


Earl reports at Camp Atterbury 
August 14 and then he goes to Camp 
Gruber, Okla., for reassignment. He 
has 55 points to his credit, not enough 
for a discharge. Earl wears the 
European Theatre of Operations rib- 
bon with four battle stars for the bat- 
tties’ of Brest, the Bulge, Central 
Germany and Hast of the Rhine. He 
also has the Good Conduct medal. 
He brought home as souvenirs 25 
calibre and 38 calibre pistols, an an- 
tique muzzle loading pistol and a Ger- 
man bayonet. 


Earl has a brother in the service, 
Pyt. Wayne Creager, who is now re- 
ceiving his basic training at Camp 
Livingston, La. 


oo 
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A SEABEE TWO YEARS. 


HARRY KELLEY M. M. 3/C 


Relatives of this Garrett youth, who 
is in the Seabees on Luzon, are hop- 
ing that he will soon be home. He is 


son of Mrs. Octavia Keiley of 403 
North Randolph street. His mother 
has not heard from. him for six weeks, 
but in his last letter he stated that 
he was due for a furlough soon. 


birthday, Harry answered the call to 
the colors and was unable to gradu- 
ate with his high school class. He 


joining the Seabees by taking special 
studies and he received his diploma. 


erga se 


June ,1943, and was sent to Williams- 
port, Pa., for training. He received 
| addtional training at Quadley Vil- 


lage, Me., and then went to Port! 


Hunen, Calif. He sailed from the 
west. coast, landing in New Guinea on 
Washington’s birthday in 1944. He 
was there until January of this year, 
when he was sent to Luzon in the 


Philippine Islands. He wrote his; 


mother that he was awakened one 
morning when someone slapped him 
on the back. His caller was Pvt 
Elwin Johnson of Dayton, O., former- 
ly of Garrett. 

Harry’s brother, Lt Wm. F. Kelley, 
was wounded Dec. 13, 1944, in the 
Italian campaign. He has been a 
patient since that time in various 
hospitals for treatment and arrived 
home Thursday from Camp Atter- 
bury to spend a leave. 


a machinist mate third class and a+: 


Having reached his eighteenth. 


completed his high school work after) 


He entered the military service in: 
y 


JOEN COSTIN 
SLIGHTLY HURT 
IN PHILIPPINES 


PVT. JOHN COSTIN 
—Photo by Sheets 


Mrs. D. A. Costin of 207 West! 


Houston street, Garrett, Monday re-‘ 


ceived a message from Adj. Gen. Ulio 
of the War department reading as 
follows: “The secretary of war de- 
sires me to express his deep regret 
that your son, Pvt. John Costin, was 
slightly wounded on Luzon on May 5. 
Continue to address mail to him as 
formerly or until new address is Te- 
ceived from him.” 

Pvt. Costin is just 18 years of age 
and has been in the army since last 
Oct. 16. He received his basic train- 
ing at Camp Jos. T. Robinson, Ark., 


and after spending 17 weeks there he 


was given an enroute furlough home. 
He visited with his parents for seven 
days the middle of February and 
then went to the west coast for a 
brief visit with an aunt, Mrs. Jos. 
Sobraskie, and family in Los Angeles. 
He proceeded to Fort Ord, Calif., and 
after 11 days left for duty in the 
South Pacific. He was attached to an 
infantry unit in the 25th division. 

Jack was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1944 and from that 
time until the date of his enlistment 
he was employed at the Baltimore & 
Ohio passenger station as a trucker. 
His father is employed by oa B. & O. 
at Willard, O. 
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Set. Paul Smith Had Part in 


Hardest Fighting in Europe 


S/SGT. PAUL SMITH 


S/Sgt. Paul Smith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Smith of 703 South Ran- 
dolph street, Garrett, is at home on a 
30-day furlough after having spent 
more than a year fighting the Ger- 
mans. Paul has 88. points to his 
credit but he does not yet know if 
he will receive a discharge. He is the 
wearer of five campaign stars, the 
Bronze Arrow for being with assault 
troops, the Good Conduct medal and 
the Bronze Star for service before 
Pearl Harbor. 


Paul was a member of an artillery 
battery of the famed 4th infantry 
division. He entered the service in 
November, 194%, and he _ received 
training at Fort Bragg, N. C., Camp 
Gordon, Ga., Fort Sill, Okla., and 
Camp Gordon Johnston, Fla. He was 
in a service battery most of the time 
having to do with the maintaining of 
artillery guns and trucks, furnish- 
ee ammunition and other supplies. 

The 4th infantry division went over- 
seas Jan. 18, 1944, landing at Liver- 
pool. It took part in the Normandy 
invasion, hitting Utah beach on DB 
day, June 6. Paul’s LST was under 
fire from German 88s but it was not 
hit. After the beachhead was _ se- 
cured the 4th started on the move, 
never stopping until Cherbourg was 
captured by the 4th and two other 
| divisions. After the fall of Cher- 
Hoare the division turned around 
and headed down the peninsula to St. 
Lo. The 4th spearheaded the St. Lo 
breakthrough and it was the first 
| American unit to enter Paris. 
“I would like to go through Paris 
; every day,’ says Paul. “It was really 


something. There were so mp 
French people celebrating their lib- | 
eration we couldn’t get our trucks | 
through the streets. They jumped on> 
our trucks, kissed us and gave us 
champaign and cognac. Those French 
girls are plenty ‘sharp.’ They wear 
the latest fashioned clothes and they 
are very pretty. We were in Paris 
only one day and then we were oif 
again. Fighting all of the way we 
crossed the Belgian border Sept. 6. 
The batfle of the Ardennes forest 
was plenty rough. We spearheaded 
the breakthrough at St. Vith, crossing’ 
into Germany Sept. 11. We pierced 
the Siegfried line September 14 and 
turned around and went up north and 
broke through at another place. 
Hard Fight in Forest 

“Our toughest fight was in the 
Hurtgen forest. There were steep 
hills, thick woods, numerous creeks 
and poor roads. Across the front 
stretched belts of mines and barbed 
wire rigged up with booby traps. 
Dug-in machine guns were set up to 
spray the entire area with interlock- 
ing fire. Artillery was zeroed in on 
every conceivable objective. It took 
us a month to capture that forest and 
then we went into Luxembourg, 
supposedly for a rest. 

“While we were in Luxembourg 
the German breakthrough occurred. 
We were ordered to hold it and hold 
it we did. The Germans never did 
get us out of there and we were 
credited with halting the left shoulder | 
of the German breakthrough.” 

For its great fight at Luxembourg, | 
Gen. George S. Patton wrote, “No: 
American division has excelled the! 
magnificant record of the 4th infantry | 
division, which has been almost con- | 
tinuously in action since D-day: but) 
in my opinion your most recent fight. | 
when with. a depleted and tired 
division you halted the left shoulder | 
of the German thrust into the Ameri-. 
can lines and saved the city of Luxem- 
bourg, is your most outstanding ac- 
complishment.” : 

After the German counterattack 
was definitely stopped the 4th swung 
back and forth through Belgium, 
forming numerous pockets and cap- 
turing thousands of prisoners. On 
March 29 it spearheaded through 
Worms to cross the Rhine. It 
charged eastward and then turned 
south, crossing the Danube _ river 
April 25, and it was six miles from 
the Austrian border when the Ger- 
mans surrendered.” 

Paul states that the SS troops were 
the best German fighters and that if 
it hadn't been for them the war would 
have etided sooner. 
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GARRETT YOUTH’S 
DIVISION CITED 


re 


PVT TONY RUNION JR. 


|: This DeKalb county youth, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Runion of Altona, | 
who is reported “missing in action in 
France since Dec. 7,’”’ was a member 
of the 26th Infantry Division that has 
been commended by M. S. Eddy, major 
general of the U. S. army. The 


_|commendation written by Gen. Eddy 


to Major General W. S. Paul is as 
follows: 

“When | tell you that some of the 
bitterest fighting of our entire front 
daring the last three weeks has taken 
place in your zone, | tell you nothing 
that you and the 26th Infantry do not 
already know. Some of you may not 
know, however, that your skill and 
gallantry in your first major engage- 
ments have won the respect and ad- 
miration of the whole 12th corps— 
and even, | feel sure, of the German 
troops facing you. 


MO nma -£ ~ 


ovirc of uermany’s finest fight- 


ing forces are on your front, includ- 
ing the tough and tested 11th Panzer 
Division. | can give no higher com- 
pliment to your division than to as- 
sure you that, if these battle-tried | 
German troops expected to deal easily 
with a new and untried American di- 
vision, they have received one of the 
great surprises of their careers. The; 
remarkable speed with which your 
fighting troops have acquired the 
|spirit of veterans deserves commend- 
ation second only to the high corneae | 
and constant aggressiveness with 
which you have battled across Lor- 
raine.” 
| Gen. Paul’s letter to his men was 
las follows: ‘ 

| “| desire to express to each and 
everyone of you my profound appre- 
ciation for your aggressiveness and 
overwilling spirit to close with the 
enemy face to face and destroy him. 
Our relatives and friends back home 
now may rest assured that the Yankee 
Division is living up to its glorious 
record of the last war. Comrades, 
God bless you.” 


Tony was a graduate of Garrett high 
school and entered the army last 
April. He was at home on furlough 
in September and went overseas in 
October. The last letter received 
fom him by his parents was dated 
Nov. 28. He was 23 years of age: 
in September. | 


JOSEPH BRINKERHUrr id 
HOME; 314 YEARS !N PACIFIC 


Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Brinkerhoff Sr. 
of 307 South Harrison street went 
to Indianapolis Monday and met 
their son, S$/Sgt. Joseph A. Brinker- 
hoff, who was discharged from the 
military service at Camp Atterbury 
Tuesday at noon. Mr. and Mrs. 
Brinkerhoff were accompanied by 
Miss Janet Kyle of Angola. 

Joseph Brinkerhff was inducted in-} 
| to the armed forces April 1, 1942, 
'and a month later he left for duty 
in the Pacific. He was stationed 
on the islands of Oahu, Canton, Sai- 
pan and Ie Shima, the latter being 
located five miles west of Okinawa. 
Joe, as he is better known by his 
friends, was in the communications 
department of the Eighth Air Force. 
He wears the Asiatic-Pacific cam- 
paign ribbon with four battle stars: 
and he also has the Good Conduct 
medal. 
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TOY RUNION ud. 1S 
MISSI 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony Runion of just] Works in Fort Wayne. He entered 
north of Altona received a telegram |the army last April 20 and was sent 
from the war department Thursday |from Fort Benjamin Harrison to Camp 

: = a morning advis-|Fannin, Tex., for his basic infantry 
ing them that] training. He was at home on fur- 
their son, Tony |lough 12 days in September and then 
Jr., was “miss-|reported at Fort George Meade, Md. 
ing in action in}He went overseas in October. The 
France since/last letter received from him was 
Dect esx dated Nov. 28 and was sent from 

Tony was a France. He did not report having 
private first|been in battle. 


class and had Mr. and Mrs. Runion have four 
reached the age|other children, all residing with their 
of 23 years last} parents. They are Adrian, Everett, 
September 25.|]Norman and Opal. Tony Jr. was a 
j He was gradu-|member of the Garrett Methodist 
Tony Runion Jr. ated from Gar-| church. While in high school he be- 
rett high school in 1942 and was af- longed to the Future Farmers club and 
terward employed by Zollner Machine | the Boys Athletic club. 


The letter reads as follows: ‘Well, 

TONY RUNION JR how are things going on now? [ 
5 sure hope as usual. I’m feeling 

swell and hope you are too. We are 

5 S rationed on writing but you are 

: | free to write to me, so do so. You 
can tell Thelma and the rest why I 

won’t be able to write. You can 

send packages but see the Red Cross 


as to what and how much you can 
send to me. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony Runion of Al- 
‘tona have received good news in the 


form of a postcard and letter from “Just keep things humming a- 
their son, Pfe. Tony Runion, SJr., round there at home and keep your 
showing that he is a German prison- chin up. Especially you, dad and 
er of war. He was previously re- mother. Things will turn out for 
ported missing in action in France the best. Hope you had as happy a 


next one will be happier, we hope. 


t 
The postcard and letter were dated Lotg*ot. iovesa anid 


the same day, the card reading as 
follows: Tony was graduated from Garrett 


“Kriegsgefangenenlager: high school and entered the army 
: eid last April. He went overseas in 

“T-hope this finds things as usual October and he was a member of the 
around “home and Hope things con” oo setw infeantes -aivisionih whiehs waa 
‘tinue to be that way. How's dad | ommended as a unit in December 


feeling? I hope as good as I do. by Major General M. §. Eddy for 
Will write soon as possible as I gallantry in action. 


know you will. Don’t forget pack- 
;} ages. Lots of Love. Junior.” 


ZL 
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Tony Runion Jr. Home from 
German Prison; Gains 65 Ibs. 


Tony was given medical attention. | 
His eye was operated upon in a field | 
hospital and later was operated upon 
cwice in a hospital in Paris, The eye 
is better, but it is feared the sight 
will not be entirely restored. | 
Pfe. Runion entered the army in | 
April, 1944, and went overseas in| 
October. He went into action Nov. 
14 with the 26th division in Patton’s | 
Third army. He was a@ member of a 7 
machine gun squad. He and three 
other soldiers were on duty at an out- | 
Post Dec. 7. This was just before the | 
German breakthrough. The outpost | 
was located near the Mpenco;German | 
boundary and the three men were an 
a foxhole. At about 4:30 a.m. Tony 
was sleeping, with one of his com- 
rades standing guard, when they were 
Surrounded by a sroup of German : 
soldiers. The three Americans were 
overpowered and made captives. 
The prisoners were taken back to 
a pillbox. Tony later was removed to 
a prison camp near Limberg, Ger- 
PFC. TONY RUNION SR. _ jmany. Then he was moved to Lucken- | 
Having gained 65 pounds since his | Walde. The Russians approached and | 
liberation from a German prison |the prisoners were marched 50 miles 
to a camp near Dessau. Afterward 
Tony was taken to a stone quarry, | 
where 40 Americans were at werk. 
He was there when liberated. | 


{ 


| 
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| 
| 
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is about normal. : ed to work in the stone quarry had 
However, Pfc. Runion is suffering /a more substantial diet. 
from an injured right eye. He was Pfc. Runion returned by plane to 
working in a German stone quarry on|the United States, arriving at Wil- 
the last day before he was given his |Mmington, Del., June 18. He then went 
liberty and it was nearly quitting/to Wakeman hospital, Camp Atter- 
time when a piece of stone Struck him | bury, Ind., and then came home. He 
in the eye. The German guards fled/ will report at the hospital at Camp | 
that night to avoid capture, leaving Atterbury Monday and expects to be 
the prisoners behind, granted a furlough go he can spend 
AS soon as the Americans arrived,/a longer time at home, 
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CPL. JAMES C. KELHAM 


Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Kelham of 


two miles west of Garrett were agree-| 
ably surprised Monday evening when 
their son, Cpl. James C. Kelham, came 


home after having served three years 
in the service of Uncle Sam. He ar- 
rived in the United States last Fri- 
day from Belgium and stopped at 
Camp Atterbury on His way home. 
He will have a 32 day furlough and 


then will report at Ogden, Utah, for 
reassignment. | 


James was graduated from Garrett | 
high school in 1940 and before his | 
enlistment in the military service in: 
' September, 1942, he was engaged in. 
, farming. He received training at! 
| Atlantic City, N. J., and was gradu-| 


ated from the aviation mechanic’s 
school at Seymour Johnson Field, 
NC, 


The DeKalb county youth was sent 
to the Rome Army Depot, Rome, No 
|Y., for work on airplanes and then{ 
he left for overseas duty in October, | 
1943. He was assigned to the. 
| Eighth Air Force in England as an. 
airplane mechanic. After ‘D-day, his! 
outfit was transferred to France to an 
airfield near Paris. The Eighth Air 
Force received the presidentia! ci- 
tation for its meritorious work on! 
D-day. James is now assigned to | 
the 336th depot repair squadron of 
(the 94th air depot group. 

James has two sisters, Jean, who 
is a nurse at McCray Memorial hos- 
pital, Kendallville, and Marjorie, at. 
home, and a brother, Robert, who 
resides two and a half miles south- 
west of Garrett. 


“PFC. SEXSON E. HUMPHREYS 


Pfc, Sexson E. Humphreys has ar- 
rived in southern Italy, according to 
word received by his wife, Frances, 
who resides at 604 South Cowen street 
and is a teacher of history, govern- 
ment and economics in the Garrett 
high school. 

Private Humphreys is attached to a 
company of the Allied Control Com- 
mission. Although details have not 
come through, it is presumed he ig 
working as an interpreter of the It- 
alian language. This army of occupa- 
tion governs the provinces liberated 
in southern Italy, according to the 
Moscow conference agreements. 

After induction at Fort Harrison 
last April, Private Humphreys had his 
basic training with the military police 
at Fort Custer, Mich. Then he was 
selected for army specialized training 
at the University of Illinois, where he 
was placed on the graduate level in 
anguage (Italian). He left Iliinois in 
November, sailed on the second anni- 
fersary of Pearl Harbor and arrived at 
»asablanca, Morocco, the week before 
+hristmas. 

Before entering the army through 
elective service, Private Humphreys 
‘as foreign news editor of the India- 
-apolis Times, a position which he 
held most of the time since his return 
from a year of graduate study at the 
University of Rome during the winter 
of the Italo-Ethiopian war, 1935-36. 
His undergraduate work was com- 
pleted at DePauw, where he graduated 
with the class of 1934. His master’s 
degree was worked out at American 
university in Washington, D. C. All 
three of his degrees are in history and 
political science. 

Private Humphreys is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Humphreys of 

Bloomington, Ind. Mrs. Humphreys is 
the former Frances Dutton of Mi,rtins- 
ville. She received her A. B. degree © 
at Indiana university in 1937. 
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JAMES STEIGMEYER, S$ 2/C 
‘—Photo by Sheets 


One of five brothers serving with 
the armed forces is James Steigmeyer, 
seaman second class, a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. J. Steigmeyer of 308 South 
Cowen street. 

“Jimmie” worked for two years for 
Howard Geiger in the Cottage Pastry 
shop in Garrett and was graduated 
from St. Joseph’s parochial school in 
1943. He took employment in the 
Inca plant in Fort Wayne as a store- 
keeper and was employed there when 
he joined the navy in February, 1944, 
He received his “boot” training at 
Great Lakes, Ill., and on May 2 was 
sent to the University of Chicago to | 
attend radio school. He was grad-. 
uated in September, receiving. recog- | 


RADIO MAN IN NAVY 


‘training aptitude tests. 


nition as eligible to qualify for the | 
petty officer rate of radioman third 
class. Selection to attend this special- 
ty school is based on results of recruit 
The course 
of study included the use of operation 
and maintenance of radio equipment 
and theoretical phases included elec- 
tricity and radio fundamentals. 

“Jimmie” went to the west coast in. 
October and received his amphibian 
command training at Camp Pendle- 
ton, Oceanside, Calif., where he is 


awaiting orders for shore or sea duty. 


His brothers serving their country are 
S/Sgt. Edward J. Steigmeyer, sta- 
tioned at the Metropolitan airport, 
Van Nuys, Calif., as a radio man; Cpl. 
Jerome E. Steigmeyer, in France; 
Cpl. Ralph Steigmeyer, at Westover 
Field, Mass., and Seaman Second Class 
Adrian Steigmeyer, on sea duty. 


—_—_—— _—— 


CPL. JAMES WORMAN Is 
RECOVERING FROM LEG INJURY 
Mr. and Mrs. H. w. Worman of 

805 South Randolph street received 

a letter Wednesday from their son, 

Cpl. James W. Worman Sr., stating 

that he is now taking treatments in 

a hospital in Persia for his right leg 

and that he is learning to walk again. 

James is a truck driver in the 
quartermaster corps, helping to trans- 
Port supplies over a highway from 
the Persian gulf to the Caspian sea. 
His headquarters is in Iran, Persia. 
He received a compound fracture to 
this right leg last Dec. 28, but his 
parents do not know how he re- 
ceived the injury. 

James attended Garrett high school 
and then went to work for the Hayes 
Trucking Co. in Fort Wayne. He en- 
listed in the military service in Dec., 
1942. He received his training at 
Camp Van Dorn, Miss., and he was 
sent Overseas in April, 1943, first 
going to India and then to Iran. He | 
has a son, James W. Worman Jr., 9, 
who lives in Fort Wayne. 
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SEEING THE WORLD IS RECUPERATING 
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PVT. JOE LEE HARROLD 


QUARTERMASTER KEITH HAYNES ih 
This DeKalb county youth is im- 


A son of Mr. and Mrs. Loyd H. proving steadily in a base hospital at 
Haynes of 924 South Cowen street, Daytona Beach, Fla. He is a son of 
this Garrett youth is serving with the Mr. and Mrs. John Harrold of Cedar, 


United States Maritime Service. He 
was a member of thé 1943 class of 
|Garrett high school. He took an in- 
dustrial arts course in high school, was 
;a member of the band, the fresh- 
|man boys’ club and the Hi-Y club. 
|He joined the Maritime Service on 
June 1, 1943, and was sent to Sheeps- 
head Bay, N. Y., for a month’s train-: 
ing and then left for Mediterranean: 
waters. He traveled along the | 
northern coast ef Africa, stopping in 
Algiers, Tunis and several other! 
ports, and all cargo was discharged in’ 
Sicily. His next ship took him to 
the Caribbean sea, making three trips 
to the-islands in that area. Later | 
he made two trips on a Liberty ship 
that took'him to England, Ireland and 
Scotland and then he was assigned to | 
|a tanker, which stopped at Naples, 
\Italy, and Glasgow, Scotland. He at- 
‘tended a school for seamen in New 
York and was graduated with a score 
of 99, giving him his present rating. 


Butler township. 

Joe was completing a course in 

parachute demolition and was making 
his last practice parachute leap from 
an airplane when he was injured. He 
was found unconscious from brain 
concussion, but neither he nor the 
army authorities know how the acci- 
dent happened. The mishap took 
place in July and for five weeks he 
was a patient in the hospital at Fort 
Benning, Ga., and then was trans- 
ferred to Daytona Beach. 
Joe’s wife, the former Kathleen 
/ Burkes of Avilla, and their young son, 
Larry Dean, are living in Daytona 
Beach, so they can be near him. Joe 
attended Garrett school until 1940, 
when he left to assist his parents 
with the farm work. He entered the 
army Sept. 20, 1943, and received his 
| basic training at Camp Wheeler, Ga. 
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SAILOR IN PACIFIC 


VIRGIL T. GENDA § 1/C 


Another Garrett boy serving in the 
navy is Virgil T. Genda, seaman first , 
class, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Genda 
of North Vernon, Ind., and a grandson 
of Mrs. Idrene Weldon of East Gar- 
rett. 

Virgil was born in Garrett and at-| 
tended the public high school. Before 
joining the navy he was employed as 
a brakeman by the Baltimore and. 
Ohio. He received his “boot” training 
at Farragut, Ida., and then spent a 
few days with relatives here. He was 
‘assigned to active duty in the South| 
Pacific and is now stationed at Biak | 
island, a part of the New Guinea group. | 
He recently met Henry (Dutch) Rowe'! 
of Garrett, who is a Carpenter’s mate 
third class, and “Dutch” was the first 
Garrett boy Virgil had seen since 
leaving the States.. Rowe has been 
overseas 14 months. | 

Mrs. Virgil Genda is the former Mil- 
dred Bartels and she and their young | 
son, Jerry, live at 307 South Cowen 
street. Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Gael and 
Mrs. ‘Fern Gingrich of East Garrett 
aré an uncle and aunts of Virgil. 


BOB GRIMES IN NAVY 


ROBERT B. GRIMES S 1/C 


After a visit with his family in Gar- 
rett Robert B. Grimes S 1/C left 
Saturday to return to the west coast. 
“Bob” joined the navy last February 
and received his “boot” training at 
Great Lakes, II!. He was sent to San 
Diego, Calif., for further training and 
later to Camp Elliott, Calif., for train- 
ing as a radar operator. After com- 
pleting that course he took advanced 
work at the West Coast Sound School 
at San Diego and then was assigned 
to duty on an aircraft carrier. 


Before his entrance into the mili- 
tary service Seaman Grimes was as- 
sociated with his father at Frankfort, 
Ind., in the greeting card business. 
He formerly was employed by D. LL 
Haffner as manager of the Mutual 
Jobbing Co. in Fort Wayne. His wife, |: 
the former Juanita Frazier, and their ¢ 
two young children, Bobby and Anita, ¢ 
live in the family home at 604 South 
Lee street. 
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21 DAYS INA FOXHOLE 
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SGT. KENNETH R. HEADLEY | 
| 

Sgt. Kenneth R. Headley, son of, 
Mrs. Carl Sinders of six miles south- | 
west of Garrett, arrived home Tues-; 
day night on furlough after having) 
spent nine months fighting in 7 
rope. 

Kenneth wears the Presidential 
Unit Citation for the part his outfit, | 
the 2nd infantry division of the First ; 
army, played in the battle of the ; 
bulge. He has three battle stars on| 
his European Theatre of Operations 
ribbon for Belgium, Southern Ger- 
many and the Rhineland, the Good 
Conduct medal, Expert Infantryman’s 
badge and the Combat Infantryman’s 
badge. He spent twenty-one days in 
a foxhole one time when he was in 
Belgium. He was a squad leader. 
Kenneth has 44 points to his credit. 
He reports at Camp Atterbury Aug. 
25 and then he goes to Camp Swift, 
Tex., for reassignment. | 

Sgt. Headley was graduated from 
Huntertown high school and before’! 
he enlisted in the army in April, 1943, 
he was engaged in farming. He re- 
ceived training at Camp _ Shelby, 
Miss., Fort Ord, Calif., Fort George 
Meade, Md. Camp Miles Standish, 
Mass., and Camp Kilmer, N. Y. He| 
left for overseas duty Dec. 8, 1944, | 
and he fought in France, Belgium, 
Germany and Czechoslavakia. He 
was in the latter country when the 


European war ended. 
TSE eee 
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PVT. JACK G. McPHEETERS 


After helping to conquer the island 
of Saipan, Pvt. Jack Gardner Mc- 
Pheeters of 414 North Randolph street 
has been assigned to another area in 
the Pacific, but his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. G. McPheeters, do not know 
where he is now located. 

Jack will be 23 next month and at- 
tended Garrett high school. He was 
employed by the Superior Coach Co. 
at Goshen before he entered the army 
two and a half years ago. He was in 
training in this country only six 
months, his last base being Camp 
Butner, N. C., and he was sent to 
Hawaii in February, 1943. He is in 
the field artillery. 

Jack is one of eight children in the 
McPheeters family. Another broth- 
er, Jesse, is in the marines and left 
for Hawaii last November. Their 
father is a locemotive engineer. 
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SEAMAN HAROLD REPLOGLE 


A recent visitor to the home of his 
mother, Mrs. Dale Pence, two miles 
northeast of Garrett, was Seaman 
Harold Replogle, who has been in the 
navy since October, 1942. After com- 
pleting his “boot” training at the 
naval station at Great Lakes, III., he 
was assigned to sea duty and for 
four months no word was heard from 
him. He has been stationed at Nor- 
folk, Va., for the past two weeks. He 
is 19 years of age ar 1as a half 
brother, Junior Virgil E. _, also a son 
of Mrs. Pence, who is iii the army, 
having been inducted in June, 1942. 
He has been overseis for several 
months and a picture of him is not 
available. 
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AWARDED RIBBOi. 


SGT. MERLE G. HATHAWAY 


Set. Merle G. Hathaway, son of Mr 


and Mrs. Milton Hathaway of north 
of Altona, has been awarded the Phil- 
ippines Liberation ribbon. He is a 
Member of the 151st infantry, which 
recently made ‘@ surprise landing on 
the west coast of the island of Luzon 
to cut off the Bataan peninsula. He 
already had the Good Conduct medal, 
Combat infantry badge and the Asia- 
tic-Pacific theatre ribbon with two 
campaign stars. Merle was farming 
before he entered the army and has 
been overseas more than a year. 
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Three Hathaway _Brathers in Uniform 
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SGT. DALE K. HATHAWAY 


WAY | SGT. MERLE G. HATHAWAY | 


‘PVT. CLAUDE HATHA 


Ws Ananda 
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Hothowoy, cont. 


—fPNnOtO Vy sucess 


These three young men serving in 
the armed forces are the sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Milton Hathaway of one mile 
north of Altona.. Their early school- 
ing was obtained at the North Keyser 
school and they all attended Garrett 
high school. Claude worked for some 
time with H. A. Murray on his onion 
farm north of Garrett and in.1935 he 
went to Connersville, Ind., and took 
employment with the Central Mfg. 
Co., where he was employed as a die 
storage man. He was inducted into 
the army on Oct. 30, 1943, and received 
his basic training at Camp Wheeler, 
Ga. Later he was assigned to duties 
at Fort George Meade, Md., and then 
was sent to England. He is now sta- 
tioned in France. His wife is the 
former Helen Brown of near Conners- 


ville and she is making her home in 
that city. 

Dale, second member of the family, 
was a member of the 1935 class of 
Garrett high school and was awarded 
an eight weeks scholarship to Purdue 
university. He was employed as a 
fireman by the Baltimore and Ohio 
when he ‘was inducted into the army 
on Oct. 27, 1943. He was sent to New 
Orleans, La., for his basic training and 
then to Clovis, N. M., and is now on his 
way overseas. His wife is the former 


Opal E. Sadler of Falsmouth, Ind., and 
she is living there. 

Merle was graduated. from high 
school in 1936 and engaged in farm- 
ing. For some time he worked on a 
farm north of Garrett for Mrs. Mary 
Yarde. 


He was inducted into the 


-Murphysboro, Tenn. 


army in April, 1941. His basic train- 
ing was received at Camp Shelby, 
Miss., and he spent several weeks on 
maneuvers in Louisiana. He was in 
training in various camps and just be- 
fore he left for overseas duty he was 
stationed at Camp Livingston, La. His 
parents received word recently that he 
is in Hawaii. 


A son-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Hath-, 


away is also in the military service. 
He is Sgt. Ellis Maxwell, formerly of 
His wife is the 
former (Mary E. Hathaway and they 


live in Palm Springs, Calif., where 
Sgt. Maxwell is stationed with the 
honor guard of the 1270th Guard 
Squadron. He entered the army in 
August, 1942, 
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ALLEN R. GREENE DIES: 
OF INJURIES IN ITALY 


CPL. ALLEN R. GREENE 


A telegram was received from the 
War department Friday morning by 
Mrs. Ross B. Mann of 208 South Brit- 
ton street, Garrett, advising her of 
the death in Italy of her nephew, Cpl. 
Allen R. Greene, 22, a gunner and 
radio man on a bomber. 

Only last July 22, Allen’s brother, 
Merwyn H. Greene, was killed in. 
France. Memorial services were held 
for him at the Garrett Church of 
Christ and Allen took part in the 
ceremony by pinning a gold star op 
the church’s service flag. 

The brothers were orphans and 


they and another brother, Richard D 
Greene, made their homes in Garreté 
with their aunts, Mrs. Walter S. Co- 
ble of 208 South Guilford street and | 
Mrs. Mann. They all were graduated 
from the Garrett high school and 
Richard is now a seaman first class 
on the U.S.S. Bougainville in the Pa- | 
cific. : 

The telegram to Mrs. Mann stated 
that Allen died Dec. 6 as a result | 


injuries which he received in action. 
He arrived in Italy the 16th of last 
month and he had written home that 
he expected to take additional train- 
ing there. He entered the army in the! 


summer of 1942 as an aviation cadet |- 
and was given training at Nashville, |. 


Tenn., San Antonio, Texas, Muskogee, | 


Okla., Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Coffey- |. 
ville, Kans., Yuma, Ariz., Charleston, i 


S. C., Mitchel Field, N. Y., and he} 
last was stationed at Charleston, s. | 
C., before leaving for Italy. He was | 
attached to the 412th Bomber Squad- | 
ron of the 98th Bomber Group. 

-The three brothers were sons of 
Ward and Mildred Greene of Cleve» 
land, Ohio. Their father, a newspaper 
man, was killed in an automobile ac. 
cident in 1933 and their mother died 
in 1937. The boys then came to Gar- 
rett to make their home with their 
aunts, who were sisters of their fath- 
er. Allen was graduated from high! 
school in 1941. He was a member of 
the staff of the high school paper, 
a member of the Drama club and 
was vice president of the Bible club in 
high school. 

Plans are being made to hold me- 
morial services for Allen at the 
Church of Christ Sunday, Dec. 31, at 
2 p. m. 
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COTED FOR DEVOTION 


| 
1, 
| SGT. CHARLES E. CARLIN 

| —Photo by Sheets 
For exceptional performance of 
duty against the Germans, Charies E. 
Carlin of Garrett, now a platoon ser- | 
geant with the Composite Service 
company of the Third Army Corps, 
has been awarded the Bronze Star 


: % 
PFC. CHARLES WHITE alt h 
. —Photo by Sheets The citation states that Sgt. Carlin 


| “distinguished himself by meritorious 
service in connection with military 
operations against an enemy of the 


Now on furlough, this Garrett sol- 
dier is visiting his Parents, Mr. and 


Mrs, Vergal White at 308 South John- United States in Belgium from 20 | 
Son street. He attended Garrett high | December 1944 to 17 January 1945. 
School and was employed for some ‘Sergeant Carlin, as section leader, by 
time driving government vehicles in inspiring leadership and unselfish de- 
the state of Oklahoma. He later took, votion to duty, instilled courage and 
employment as a bus driver in Fort confidence in the guard personnel of 
Wayne and was inducted into the the corps headquarters. His vigilant 
armed forces at Fort Benjamin Har- and ceaseless efforts insured protec- 
rison on November 30, 1943, He re- tion of the headquarters and its per- 
ceived his basic training at Fort Sill, sonuel against any contemplated 
Okla., in the field artillery and later enemy sabotage attempts. The tact, 
.|Was transferred to Camp Mc€oy, Wis., efficiency and intense energy dis- 
.|Where he is a member of the 385th Played by Sergeant Carlin reflects 
,| Infantry. He will return to his base great credit on him and the armed 


October 17. forces of the United States.” 
TS EY 


Sgt. Carlin’s wife is the former 
Patricia Gelhausen of 319 South Ran- 
dolph street and he is a son of Mrs. 
H. A. Hinklin of 123 South Franklin 
street. He was a member of the 1940 
Class of Garrett high school and 
donned an army uniform for the first 
| time on Oct. 7, 1942. He was trained 
at various camps before going over- 
Seas. He is now at Erlanger, Ger- 
many, 
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WINS BRONZE STAR 


“During our past operation in the 
Mariannas, Beryl proved himself a, 
real marine—cool, courageous and at’ 
all times, doing his job without ques-| 
tion ao matter how disagreeable it| 
vnay have been. For his actions 
‘here he was recommended for the 
Bronze Star award by our battalion 
commander. 

“1 think that Beryl is happy and 
content in his work and | know that 
the fellows with whom he lives, eats 
and works are among the finest any- 
where. It is a distinct pleasure to 
work with them. ° In our battalion 
commander we have an extremely 
capable man, loved by his juniors 
and respected by his superiors and 
associates alike. Anything that may 
happen to anyone of us cannot, | am 
PFC. BERYL E. LOUTZENHISER paki sc ae Garelsengens nor enat 


This Garrett youth, in the words of “It seems queer to most of us to be | 
aD intelligence officer serving with spending this Christmas so far from 
cae war against the Japs, is a |home, but Ym sure that we'll be 
all Arai EATS and courageous at there in spirit. And perhaps with a 

¥ 3 little luck and some more straight 


shooting we'll be back at the old fa- 
miliar fireside for Christmas of 1945. 

“! hope that the Loutzenhisers have 
a bright and merry Christmas this 


Beryl has been out in the Pacific 
for the last year. He weighs about 
180 pounds and no doubt is more than 
a match for any Jap that hag the mis- 


a to meet him. His father, year.” 
rained i's North Frank: Beryl is 19 years old and had just 
frat reals 15 . ns received started his senior year in Garrett 
wheldddteltivente see Inegan, survey | high school when Uncle Sam called 
Ghristans g cer, just before him to the colors Sept. 23, 1943. He 
“Dear M expressed a preference for the ma- 
Ar. Loutzehiser: rines and he received hig training at 


San Diego, Calif. He has seen some 
real action, but doesn’t write many 
details home. He did tell his fa-| 
ther that he was in the battle on Sai- 
pan for 21 days. 


“With Christmas coming up on us 
s0 fast, | thought it might be a fitt- 
ing time to tell haw well your son 
Beryl, has been doing in this outfit. 
Since joining my section last spring 
he has been very courteous, eager ‘6 
learn and willing to carry out orders. 
|Never has he done anything person- 
ally over which 1} could find fault. 
Recently he has been given addition- 
al duties in intelligence work, for 
which he seems to have aptitude. 


JUNIOR J. BARTON AND 
MARION SMITH VANISH 


Pfc. Junior J. Barton, a DeKalb|by Harold Wise of northeast of Gar- 


county soldier, is reported missing|rett as a farm hand whe» 
in action since Dec. 18 in Luxem- 
Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilbur Barton, who reside 
on North Randolph street extended, 
have received a_ telegram 
from the war department at Wash- 


‘bourg. The soldier’s parents, 


Garrett, 


ington to that effect. 


Pfc. Barton, age 26, has been in the 
service for over three years, enter- 
ing on Oct. 14, 1941. He left Auburn 
with a group of selectees sent by the 
Service 
board. He was first assigned to the 
cavalry branch of the United States 
army and later was transferred to 
the armored division of the infan- 
try. He was a cook and baker dur- 
ing the time he was in the United 
stationed at Fort 
in 
California and Camp Polk, La. Pfc. 
Barton sailed for England on Aug. 
18, 1944 and later was transferred | he was sent to 
to France. The last letter his parents|a 


DeKalb County Selective 


States. 
Riley, 


He was 


Kansas, Tucson, Arizona, 


he entered 


the .service. 
Son of Mrs. John Miller 

Mrs. John Miller of 317 Hamsher 
street, Garrett, has received a tele- 
gram from the adjutant general’s of- 
fice, Washington, D. C., notifying 
her that her son, Pfc. Marion George 
Smith. 22, has been missing in ac- 
tion since Dec. 18 in Luxembourg. 
The youth’s father, William Smith, 
resides in Kendallville and he is em- 
ployed at the Seagly hardware store 
in that city. 

Marion was born in Lima, O., Feb. 
13, 1922, and later he moved with 
his family to South Milford, where 
he attended school. Prior to his in- 
duction into the army in Septem- 
ber, 1943, he was employed at the 
Kingsbury ordnance plant and he 
lived in Michigan City. He received 
his training in various camps and 
England four months 
ember of the Ninth 


go. He was a m 


received from him was written on division of the Second Army. 


Dec. 14, just four days before he 


was reported missing. 
The missing soldier attended t 


grade schools at Jerusalem scho 
near Butler and Auburn. The fami 


formerly resided one mile west 


Auburn. Pfe. Barton was employed | City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Barton, who 
reside on Randolph street extended, 
Garrett, received a telegram 

Kes the War department at Wash- 
ington Saturday revealing that their 
| son, Pfc. Junior James Barton, is a 


prisoner of war of the German gov- 
ernment. 


| The parents previously had receiv- 
led a telegram from the War depart- 

nent stating that their son was miss- 
ing in action in Luxembourg on Dec. 
18, 1944, The telegram Saturday 
was the first word they have had 
since the message came that he was 
missing. The last letter Mr. and Mrs. 
Barton received from their son was 
| written on Dec. 14, four days before 
‘he was reported missing. 


Marion has a brother in military 
service, Pfc. Donald Smith, who is 


he| stationed at Fort Bragg, N. Cc. His 


ol| two sisters are Mrs. Frank Beckwith 
ly | of 217 Hamsher Street, Garrett, and 
of|Mrs. Charles Wright of Michigan 


4 


The telegram Saturday said that 
he information that Pfe. Barton was 
prisoner cam 
tional Red ee re or pues 
The soldier will be 27 years of age 
|on May 4 of this year. He was in the 
infantry and had been in the service 
Since Oct. 14, 1941. He went over- 
seas in August of last year. He land- 
ed in England and later was trans- 
ferred to the front lines and had been 


in combat several month 
Ss when 
was captured. zs 


The Barton family formerly re- 


Sided on a farm one mi 
mil 
Auburn. a te ee 
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HAS PURPLE HEART © 


DONALD A. CLABAUGH 


Mrs. Donald A. Clabaugh of 513 | 
North Randolph street went to Camp 
Atterbury Sunday to meet her hus- 
band, S/Sgt. Clabaugh, who arrived 
j from Europe. Sgt. Clabaugh re- 
ceived his release from the army 
Weddnesday and they returned home 
that evening. He was employed as 
a brakeman by the Pennsylvania rail- 
road at Fort Wayne before being in- 
ducted into military service on April 
8, 1942. He received his basic train- 
ing at Camp Chaffee, Ark., and further 
training at Camp Cooke, Calif. He 
arrived in England in January, 1944, 
and was a member of the 6th Armored 
Division, 69th Tank Battalion, Third 
army, commanded by Gen. Patton. 
Sgt. Clabaugh was awarded the Pur- 
ple Heart on Nov. 15, 1944, for wounds 
‘received while serving with the in- 
fantry in France. He also holds 
three campaign stars. 


SS EE —————————— Ss 


IN. FLIGHT TRAINING 


| 


'C.. DELMAR BROWN AND FAMILY 


| This former Garrett young man is 
‘a veteran of the navy. His parents 
‘and their children formerly lived on 
Clark street and the parents, Mr- and 
Mrs. Hari Brown, now reside at Stroh. 
Delmar was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1936 and left Garrett 
that fall. He joined the navy in 1938 
at Long Beach, Calif. He served 
aboard the warship Arizona with his 
brother, Harl, and Richard Weaver of 
Garrett and on the Pensacola with 
Harold McNabb and Nathan McCully 
of Garrett. He was on-duty in the 
navy department at Washington, D. 
C., at the outbreak of the war and 
was afterward transferred to flight 
training. He is in training at U. S. 
| Naval Air Station, Memphis, Tenn., 
and expects to receive his navy wings 
and commission as ensign six months 
hence. His wife is the former Lois 
Borland of Portland, Ore., and their 


baby, Billy, was born in San Francisco | 


Nov. 17, 1943. 
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| Technician Fifth Grade Rowe ob- 
; Served that his platoon sergeant had 
been wounded and could not withdraw. 
Braving heavy enemy fire, he re 
turned to the sergeant, administered 
first aid and remained with him until 
the troop regrouped and overran the 
opposition. Technician Fifth Grade 


DECORATED AGAIN 


Rowe’s courageous action saved the 
life of the sergeant and this high re- 
gard for his fellow soldier reflects 
great credit upon himself and the mili- 
tary service.” 


FOLLOWS THE FLAG. 


| T/5 VIRGEL E. ROWE 


Technician Fifth Grade Virgel E. 
Rowe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elza Rowe 
/of 404 North. Walsh street, was 
| awarded the Bronze Star medal re- 
' cently and he previously had been 
decorated with the Purple Heart for 
wounds he received in Holland last 
Oct. 25. For several months he was 
a patient in a hospital in Germany 
for a knee injury but returned to com- | 
bat duty. ! 

He was inducted into the army 
Sept. 26, 1942, and received his basic 


PVT. ARTHUR E. HALL 
! —Photo by Sheets 


training at Camp Bowie, Tex. He later 
was transferred to Camp Hood, Tex., 
and he has been overseas since Jan- 
uary, 1944. He landed in England and 
has seen action in France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany, He was a 
member of the 125th Cavalry recon- 
naissance Squadron Mechanized 
Army. At the present time he is in 
Friedburg, Germany. 

The citation received for the 
Bronze Star medal reads as follows: 

“For distinguishing himself by 
heroic achievements in connection 
with military operations against an 
enemy of the United States on 6 
April 1945, in Germany. When his 
troop was initially repelled in an 
attack upon the town of Albaxen, 


Just six months ago Monday this 
Garrett youth was inducted into the 
service of Uncle Sam. He is a son 
of Dr. and Mrs. F. A. Hall of 106 
South Cowen street. “Art” was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1944 and had completed two semes- 
ters as a pre-medic student at Indiana 
University when he entered the army 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison. He was 
sent to Camp Fannin, Tex., and was 
Placed in the infantry. Upon comple- 
tion of his basic training he was | 
granted a few days’ furlough and; 
visited at his home in Garrett. Four | 
weeks ago he left from a west coast | 
port for duty in the Pacific. His par- 
ents have not heard from him Since 
he left the United States. 
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NAVY ELECTRICIAN 


DELMAR L. DIEDERICH EM 3/c 


Here is a youth who as he grew up 
wanted to be an electrician so wher 
he got into the navy he took advan 
tage of an opportunity to get training 
in the trade. Now he has the title 
of electrician third class and is as- 
| signed to duties in line with that 
| classification in Australia. 

Delmar is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
| Carl H. Diederich of 105 South Second 
street and he was a member of the 
1943 class of Garrett high school. 
| After he left high school Deimar 
Bite employed for a few months at 
the General Electric plant in Fort 
Wayne. He became a sailor in Janu- 
ary, 1944, and had his “boot” train- 


Shoemaker, Calif., and in April, 1944, | 


he was a passenger on an aircraft 
carrier for the long voyage to Austra- 
lia. There he was given electrical 


re at Great Lakes. He was sent to| 
| 
| 


ON BIG FLATTOP 


————— nied 


ROBERT L. FREEMAN F 1/c 


One of Uncle Sam’s well trained: 


sailors is this Garrett youth, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Freeman of 513 
East Quincy street.. He was a mem- 
ber of the 1943 class of Garrett high 
school. While in school he _ be- 
longed to the Hi-Y club, the Athletic 
club and the Booster club. 

After leaving school Bob was em- 
ployed by Gerig Furniture Corp., later 
as a B. & O. brakeman at Willard 
and by the International Harvester 
Co. at Fort Wayne. He entered the 
navy Mch. 1, 1944, and received train- 
ing at Sampson, N. Y., Gulfport, 
Miss., Manteo, N.,C., Newport, R. I., 
and Norfolk, Va. 

At Norfolk Bob was assigned to 
the aircraft carrier, Lake Champlain, 
and the big ship left July 2 on a six 
weeks’ cruise. Then he came home 
on a leave and was here Aug. 18 to 
celebrate his 20th birthday. 
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training and earned the title he now| 
| has. He so far has had no sea duty, 
but likely will have before Uncie 
Sam is done with him. His Setters 
to his parents indicate that he is 
getting along all right. 


HI-Y HEARS PHIL 


VANDERBOSCH 
ene Side aimee TE 


By Richard Wise 

An interesting account of an Ameri- 
Can gunner over Europe was given by 
Fortress Sergeant Philip VanDer- 
bosch in the Hi-Y meeting Thursday. 

Sergeant VanDerbosch’s story was 
one of intense interest and true facts. 
The following are excerpts from his 
talk: , 

“It took eight days to cross the At- 
lantic by ship and two days to unload. 
Half our crew went to Scotland by air 
and the other half by sea. I was un- 
lucky enough as to go by sea. 


“I was stationed in Scotland for 
thirty days, of which seventeen were 
spent doing K. P. 


“The crew was split up and sent to 
different ships on our first trip over 
enemy territory. We were going 
along just for the ride and to get the 
feel of things. ‘ 

“Our first mission was to Brussels, 
Belgium, and our second to Berlin, 
itself. The flak over Berlin was in- 
tense because 6f the 400 AA guns and 
radar range-finders. Three planes 
failed to return on this mission. 

“We nearly lost our bombardier on 
our fifth mission. Our electrically 
operated bomb bay doors failed so the 
bombardier had to use the hand crank 
to close them. While so doing he 


knocked off his oxygen mask and im-/|te® to tell that he rec 


mediately fainted for lack of oxygen. 
The navigator had been watching him 
and probably saved his life by replac- 
ing his mask. 

“We were in on the big show, too. 
We did two missions within twenty 
hours. Returning from our second 
mission we saw hundreds of gliders 
going over. Boy, what a sight! 

“You may have read in the papers 

‘;about a month ago of some ‘Forts’ 
dropping’ para-packs to French pa- 
erat caseee inns neti en 
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triots at Lyons, France. Well, we were 
in on that, too. That was the day we 
were attacked by Me. 190’s. Flak is 
bad, but fighters are worse. I got to 
hand it to the Pilots of the ‘blitz |! 
days.’ It was about a half hour before 
we shook those fighters. They came 
in at about 7 o’clock, which is just 
left of the tail. They must have been 
Pretty green because all we had to 
do was to fire our guns and they’d 
turn away. j 


“We visited Munich, home of the 
beer cellars, and Leipzig eight times, 
out of which our No. 1 engine was shot | 
out three times. It always soered 
to be our No. 1 engine. 


“On one of our trips they shot out 
one of our engines and the fuel pump, 
SO we couldn’t transfer our reserve 
fuel to the tanks. We were afraid we 
wouldn’t make it back to our base, 
but we did and had three gallons to 
Spare. Three gallons will run a B-17 
about a quarter of a block. 

“Our last trip was the worse be- 
cause on it our electrical] system and 
fuel system were shot out. I had just 
finished racking my gun when a piece 
of flak about as big as a softball came 
through the window and hit my gun, 
shaping it into a wide U. It had 
missed my head by six inches; don’t 
think I wasn’t praying. Our naviga- 
tor was hit in the arm, neck and back, 
but is doing fine now. 

“Thirteen crews had been in our 
squadron; when we left England, two | 
were still fighting and the other ten)! 
hadn’t returned from former missions. | 
It is my belief that our ship had God | 
on its side.” 

In closing “Phil” wished the boys 
good luck and hoped that they would- 
n’t get in this “mess.” He had forgot- 
eived the Dis- 
hed Flying Cross. 
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CAPT. W. M. WESTFALL | 


| 


| David and Richard, of 103 South 

Peters street went to Camp Atter-; 
bury Sunday upon receiving a tele- 
phone call from their husband and fa- 
ther, Capt. Westfall, who had arrived 
from Europe. The family returned 
to Garrett Sunday evening and Capt. 
Westfall will have a 30 day leave. He 
will then report at Camp Bowie, Tex., 
for reassignment. 


Capt. Westfall was a peeribet of the 
45th Infantry division, better known! 
as the “Thunderbird,” which estab- 
lished a brilliant record as a spear- 
head unit in the drive to free Europe 
from Nazi rule. 
through 511 of the most savage days 

| of the European war, crushing power- 

ful German defensive positions in 
four invasions, over more than 1,000 
Lect of the most difficult combat 
country in the world. 

Men of the 45th charged ashore on 
D-days in Sicily and at Salerno. They 
created, grimly held and finally broke 
out of the Anzio beachhead and 
chased first-line 
Rome. 


Mrs. W. Merle Westfall and sons, { 
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The division fought. 


| 


Nazi troops out of, 


They hit the coast of southern 
France, drove the Germans up the | 
Rhine, and finaily fought into the | 
heart of the Nazis’ “Southern Re- 
doubt,” overrunning Nuremberg and 
Munich and, in the capture of the 
Dachau concentration camp, receiv- 
ing a direct object lesson in the rea- 
son for their fight. They won among j 
them, five Congressional Medals of 
Honor and more than 4,500 other in- 
dividual and unit decorations for 
valor. Capt. Westfall holds the 
Bronze Service Arrowhead decoration | 
and the European theatre ribbon with | 
four battle stars for Rome-Arno, | 
Southern France, Rhineland and Ger- 
many. 


KENNETH ELSON IS GIVEN 
ARMY MEDICAL DISCHARGE 


Pfc. Kenneth Elson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Owen C. Elson of 208 South 
Cowen street, has been given a med- 
ical discharge from the army and he 
is now at home. 

Kenneth enlisted in the army July 
29, 19438, and he was sent to the 
University of Kentucky under the 
army specialized training program. 
He completed only one term of this 
work when the program was dis- 
banded and he was transferred to 
Fort Benning, Ga., for basic training. 
The Garrett youth was sent to Fort 
Jackson, S. C., where he became a 
member of a machine gun squad 
with the 87th infantry division. 

Kenneth went overseas in October, 
1944, landing in England. He then 
went to France and shortly there- 
after, in December, he became ill 
with rhenmatic fever and he was 
hospitalized. He was removed to 
the Foster General hospital at Jack- 
son, Miss., Jan. 19, 1945, making the 
journey by airplane. He received 
his discharge from this hospital. 

Kenneth plans to enter Purdue 
university this fall. 
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W. M. WESTFALL TELLS OF 
SOUTH FRANCE INVASION 


(In the following letter written to 
his family, dated Aug. 25, Capt. W. 
M. Westfall of 103 South Peters street 
tells about his participation in the in- 
vasion of southern France.) 

Well as I just finished washing my 
Mess gear after a very delightful and 
tasty supper of French-fried potatoes, 
French-fried onions, Vienna sausage, 
fresh sliced tomatoes, green onions, 
fresh pears and canteloupe and coffee, 
thought I would write you a few lines 
before dark. Funny thing, too, I 
cooked it all myself. First good meal 
I have had for three days because I 
have been too busy to even get much 
to eat. Last night was the first time 
in 5 days and 4 nights that I have 
had my shoes or clothes off, and it 
felt darn good to get a good night’s 
rest for a change, and much more so 
when you can get your clothes re- 
moved. Have been sleeping on the 
ground and in vehicles for almost two 
weeks now. 

As you no doubt know from reading 
the papers and listening to the radio 
that we made a big invasion of south- 
ern France, and what an invasion it 
was. The Normandy landing was 
small compared to ours. We -took 
the Germans completely by surprise. 
They never had the slightest idea 
that we were going to make a landing 
anywhere near the place. The Riviera 
sure was beautiful and very little of 
the country or towns and buildings 
were destroyed or damaged. My sea 
voyage was very uneventful except 
for a couple of very minor air raids 
and I enjoyed the trip very much. I 
landed just four hours after the in- 
fantry and had to wade about 100 
yards to shore in water up to my arm 
pits. The salt water sure raised hell 
with a lot of my equipment, especially 
that containing metal. After getting 
on shore we then had to hike 5 miles 
and it was far from being pleasant 
with all those soaking wet clothes 
and carrying about 60 pounds on your 
back. Put me very much in mind of 
my old infantry days but I was not 
toughened up like I used to be when 
I was doing those things every day 
and it made things just a little diffi- 
cult, but I survived it O. K. 

This country is so much more won- 
derful and beautiful than Italy. Seems 
like one is in a civilized world again. 
The people were so happy and glad 


to see us and appreciate our coming 
here much more than the Italians did. 
I have yet to find one that has asked 
for a single thing. They are just the 


opposite. They want to give us 
everything and talk about wine, cog- 
nac and champaigne—it is very plenti-, 
ful, I had 14 bottles of 30 year old | 
cognac and 14 bottles of red wine 12 
years old given to me the other day. 
People old and young stand along the 
roadsides and all through the towns 
holding out and giving bottles of wine 
to us, as well as fresh tomatoes, pears 
and many other kinds of fresh vege- 
tables. They won’t take one penny 
for anything and sort of feel insulted 
if one offers them anything. I have 
about % doz. bottles of wine, etc., in 
my jeep all the time. The people 
here, especially the little children, 
are very much underfed and really 
show it. Many of the children are so 
poor that they look just like skin 
stretched over bones without much 
flesh. Many sights like that are pitiful. | 
Even as hard up as the people are they | 
want to cook and give us food but 
none will accept it because the people 
need it too badly and we get plenty 
of the best of food while in combat. 


We give the people quite a bit of 
food and I myself had only two meals 
in two days because I. felt so sorry for 
a lady who has a husband (capt.) in 
the French army and they have three 
of the cutest little girls and a baby. 
The children were very undernour-: 
ished and all were refugees from, 
Toulon and I gave them my rations 
because I felt so sorry for them. I 
was in the house about noon and all 
they were having for dinner was some 
stewed tomatoes, a couple of potatoes, 
and a few green beans made into 
soup. The evening before the only 
thing they had was a small piece of 
old dry hard bread and a glass of 
wine. I honestly and truly have seen 
things, believe it or not. Things are 
really going great over here now. 
Things are moving so fast that I can 
hardly keep up with supplies. I have 
been moving almost every day from 
10 to 70 miles and yesterday I moved | 
up 75 miles. I now have to go 140 
miles each way for supplies and be-| 
lieve you me it is some job. Have to 
work from 18 to 20 and occasionally 
24 hours per day. 
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LETTERS FROM 
GARRETT SOLDIERS 


GRIM PICTURE OF WAR 


The following letter has been re- 
ceived by Mrs. Merle Westfall from 
her husband, Capt. Westfall, who is in 
Alsace: 

“T am still getting Christmas cards 
mailed as early as Dec. 6 so you can 
see how prompt and certain the mail 
is in getting here. I saw Earl Bishop, 
|Harold Claxton and Dick Moran in 
Saarbourg and we really had a session. 
The boys look good but are anxious 
to get home after being over here 30 
months. I was very sorry to hear 
about Fred Jensen. When I saw the 
boys we were talking about him. He 
was in a tough outfit, the combat en- 
gineers. They have it plenty tough as 
‘they have to fight as infantry as well 
'as doing engineers’ work. They are 
always in the thick of things. Fred 
‘was a wonderful fellow and will be 
‘missed by me as well as everyone else. 

“We are having real winter now. It 
‘has snowed continually 5 days and 
inights. The snow is knee deep and 
‘the wind blew hard and piled the 
lroads full. 
scrapers have been going constantly 
day and night. They are doing a good 
job and keeping the roads open &nd 
sanded. Thanks to the engineers 
again. The temperature has been 
|hitting zero and the poor devils on the 


;it too. 


front lines in fox holes have been 
suffering plenty. They call it the 
second Valley Forge, if you know what 
I mean. 

“The cows in this barn keep making 
noises and I keep thinking it is some 
one prowling around and have to keep 
taking time out to investigate. The 
Germans wear white suits and keep 
slipping through our lines at night 
unnoticed. They also do a pretty good 
job of it in the daytime also. We are 
now fighting the toughest Jerries in 
the German army. They are S. S. 


|troops and most of them are mountain 


troops from Norway. They are plenty 
tough and dirty, tricky and savage as 
/hell. There is nothing too mean or 
gruesome for them to do and they do 
It is so pitiful and disastrous | 
for the French people in the towns 
ithat we had to withdraw from. It 
just makes one heartsick to see them | 
plodding down the road with nowhere 
to go, carrying all they own in one 
little bundle, not enough clothes on | 
and nothing to eat. 

“You people have no idea what war 
is like until you’ve seen it and its | 
jaftermath. It is as cruel as hell. I[' 
‘am well and doing all right.” 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
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The army snow plows and! 
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AIRCRAFT MECHANIC 


PVT. ROBERT G. REFFNER 
—Photo by Sheets | 


Now serving aS a mechanic in the | 
air corps at Sweetwater, Tex., this | 
soldier is a son of Mr. and Mrs. A. M.} 
Reffner of 117 South Walsh street A 
member of the 1943 class of Garrett 
high school, Bob took an industrial 
arts course during his four years in 
high school. He was inducted into 
the army in July, 1943, and had train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Miss., Chevrolet 
Motor Corp. in Detroit, and Harding 
Field, Baton Rouge, La., and then was 
sent to Sweetwater. His brother, 
Richard, now employed as a mail 
‘carrier at the Garrett post office, was 
|in the military service overseas. He 
_ became ill in England and was a 
| patient in army hospitals in England 
and the United States for nine 
months, then being given a medical 
discharge. 


ARMY LINESMAN 


CORP. JESSE W. ROBERSON 


Overseas for 34 months, Corp. 
Roberson reports that he hasn’t seen 
anyone from Garrett in all that time. 
He hopes to get released soon and he 
says he'll come home and get married 
and forget the army. 

Jesse is a son of Mrs. Katie Topper 
of 910 West King street and he was 
a brakeman for the B. & O. before 
he entered the army May 18, 1942 
He had training for the signal corps 
at Camp Crowder Mo. and then was 
sent to Panama. Being a first class 
jinesman he helped to build a _ tele- 
phone line across the isthmus _in 
three months. He also did work in 
St. Lucia, helping to put up some 90 
foot poles equipped with antenna. 

Jesse then was transferred to 
Trinidad, in the Antilles. Trinidad 
is called the Land of the Humming 
Bird, but he declares that in almost 
three years he has seen only two 
humming birds. He has-been work- 
ing for the army and navy on differ- 
ent jobs. 


PFC. VICTOR W. HOUSEL 


One of DeKalb county’s men serv-; 
ing with the armed forces is Pfc. | 
Victor W. Housel, son of Elza Housel 
of St. Johns, Butler township.. Before | 
enlisting in the army on Feb. 3, 1943, | 
he was employed as an operator in! 
the mill room at the Auburn Rubber | 
Corp. He was inducted at Camp Perry,’ 
O., and was sent to St. Petersburg, 
Fla., for his basic training. He was 
later transferred to the air-corps and 
went to Hammer field, Fresno, Calif. 
He also received special training at 
| Greensboro, N. C., before sailing from 
| the east coast for overseas in Decem- 
‘ber, 1943. His duties were as 
a ground crew man servicing planes. 
| He was stationed for some time in 
| Italy and returned to the United 
| States in December, 1944. He was 
eee a 30 day furlough and visited 
at his home. From Garrett he went 
to Sioux Falls, S D., and from there 
to Albuquerque, N. M., where he is 
still stationed as a ground crew man. 


TT 


SGT. MELVIN E. PARKER 
—Photo by Sheets. 


This Garrett soldier has been serv- 
ing overseas since April 18, 1943. He 
is Sgt. Melvin E. Parker of 111 South 
Peters street, son of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester E. Parker, whose home 
was at 400 East King street. Melvin 
attended Garrett high school. He was 
employed at the Kingsbury ordnance 
plant before he entered the army on 
Sept, 5, 1942. He was inducted at 
Camp Perry, O., and received his basic 
training at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Aberdeen, Md. Later he was 
sent to Pueblo, Colo., and then to 
Pyote, Tex. He went to England 14 
months ago. His wife, the former 
Agnes Iler of Kendallvil'e, is living 
in that city for the duration. After 
the death of his parents, Melvin and 
his three sisters made their home with 
their grandmother, Mrs. Ida Snyder of 
the South Peters street address.. Mrs. 
Snyder is now living with Melvin’s 
sister, Mrs. Harold Locke, and family 


at Hamilton and stays part of the time , 


with Garrett relatives. 
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NAVY ELECTRICIAN 


| ALLEN ELMER HANEY 


| This sailor, a veteran of the Pacific 
| war, is the husband of the former 
| Virginia Mankowski of Altona and 
| grandson of Elmer Strause of Parma, 
| Mich., formerly of Garrett. 


| Allen is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierce Haney of Kendallville and was 
| graduated from high school in that 
| city in 1942. He has been in the navy 
since November, 1942. He received 
his “boot” training at Great Lakes, 
ilf., and took an electrical training 
course in Detroit. He then was as- 
signed-to sea duty and during this 18 
months’ period he took part in several 
engagements with the Jap fleet as 
member of the crew of a destroyer. 


Given a 36-day leave, Allen and 
Miss Mankowski were married and 
she is now with him at Williamsburg, 
Va., where he is taking additional 


electrical training. His title is elec-| 


trician’s mate third class.. 


GARRETT SAILOR 


CHESTER L. MOUNTZ JR., S 2/C 
—Photo by Sheets 


This Garrett youth, who was 17 
years of age last May, is now stationed 
at Shoemaker, Calif. He is Seaman 
Second Class Chester LeRoy Mountz 
Jr., whose father lives at 407 North 
Randolph street. “Chet” attended 
Garrett high school and joined the 
navy on the 27th of July. He received 
his boot training at Great Lakes, Ill., 
and he then spent sixteen weeks in 
Chicacs on guard duty. He was re- 
cently transferred to Shoemaker and 
his address is as follows: Chester L. 
Mountz Jr., S 2/C, Rec. Sta. 293-71-72, 
Shoemaker, Calif. 


Brothers in Armed Forces 


LT. (§.G.) GLENN A: BISHOP 


Serving with the armed forces are 
these Garrett brothers, sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. U. G. Bishop of 620 South 
Cowen street. 

Glenn, the elder, has been in the 
navy *8 years and was recently pro- 
moted from chief warrant officer to 
junior grade lieutenant. He has seen 
service in the waters of Japan, China, 
Hawaii, Guam, the Philippine Islands, 
the east and west coasts of the United 
States and the Panama Canal Zone. 
Since the start of World war 2 he has 
been serving in the Panama and Cu- 
ban areas and last August was as- 
signed to duties with the mainten- 
ance and repair unit at the U. S. 
Naval Amphibious Training Base, 
Fort Pierce, Fla. Lt. Bishop’s civilian 
home is in Los Angeles, Calif., and his 
wife and their young son, Gilbert, live 
in that city. 

Tech. Sgt. Earl Bishop was gradu- 
ated from Garrett high school in 1936 
and while in school was active in all 
sports. He was an outstanding mem- 
ber of the basketball team in his jun- 
ior and senior years. Following 
graduation he went to Chicago and 
took a position with the Walgreen 
Drug Co. Later he returned to Gar- 


TECH. SGT. EARL BISHOP 


rett and took employment with the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, being 
employed as a fireman when he joined 
the army Feb. 4, 1942. He was sent 
from Fort Benjamin Harrison to Fort. 


McClellan, Ala., where he received - 


hig basic training for the infantry. 
He then was transferred to Camp 
Shelby, Miss., and joined a railroad 
battalion. Six months after his in- 
duction he was sent overseas and his 
parents have not seen him since he 
left Garrett to enter the army. He 
has served with the 761st Engineer- 
ing Transportation unit in England, 
Africa, Italy and France and he re- 
ported in the last letter his parents 
received that he had reached Ger- 
many. He sent his mother some 
beautiful cameos from Italy and she 
received a leather purse from Africa. 
Harold Claxton of 918 West King 
street and Richard J. Moran of 504 
South Franklin street entered the 
army at the same time as Earl and 
the three have been together all dur- 
ing their military service. They re- 
cently met Capt. Merle Westfall of 
103 South Peters street and the four 
of them had their pictures taken, 
sending them to Garrett relatives. 
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S/Szgt. Edward Steigmeyer Cpl. Jerome Steigmeyer 


FIVE BROTHERS IN SERVICE—, 
Five sons of Mr, and Mrs. R. J.| | 
Steigmeyer of Garrett are serv-| | 
ing with the armed forces of their 
country. S/Sgt. Edward J. Steig- 
meyer, 23, has been in service for) 
'89 months and recently returned 
,from service in the China-Burma- 
‘India theater where he completed 
25 missions with the air force. 
He is now a member of the world- 
wide .army airways communica- 
tions system and is stationed at) 
Van Nuys, Calif. Before enter-| | 
ing service he was a radio in- 
stallationist and repairman. 

Cpl. Jerome E. Steigmeyer, 22, 
in service for 22 months, is with 
,a headquarters detachment and 
|has received the Bronze star for 
|his participation: in the invasion 
|of France, He has seen a year’s! 
‘overseas duty, A graduate of St. | 
'Joseph’s high school, he was em-)| 
ployed by the Auburn Manufac- aoe a ie 
turing company. Cpl. Ralph Steigmeyer 


Adrian, PO/3c, 21, enlisted in ‘ | 
‘the navy and was enrolled in the| B-24 based at Westover Field,!age 18, was recently graduated 


‘sheet metal and welding school| Mass., Cpl. Ralph Steigmeyer, 19,|from the University of Chicago | 


jin September, 1942. He has spent| Served as instructor and creW | and is ‘aking advanced training: 
nine months in Jacksonville, Fla., | chief at several bases following jin radio at Oceanside, Calif. Be- 
and was transferred to metal his enlistment in February, 1943.| fore his induction he was em-| 
shops in Virginia. He previously, He was formerly employed at the ployed at the Inca Manufacturing 
worked in the Douglas Aircraft International Harvester company corporation. He also was grad- 
corporation in Los Angeles. | here. juated from St. Joseph's high 


| Now a ground mechanic on a| The youngest son, James, S/2c, school. 


S/2c James Steigmeyer 


Step-Brothers in Army 


A/S GEO. C. POND JR. 


chorus, the drama club and the Hi-Y | 
club. He was a member of the track | 
team during his four years in high 
schoo! and played in the band four 
years. He was an outstanding stu- 
dent in chemistry. He enrolled at 
Purdue university in November, 1943, 
under the Navy V-12 program and 
from there_went to lowa State college. 
He is now attending the University | 
of Minnesota at Minneapolis aivtaiie | 
the Navy ROTC program and will| 
complete his course after the first| 
of the year, when he will be com- | 
missioned an ensign. 


M/SGT. PAUL W. RIDER 


Two Garrett boys serving with the 
military forces are step-brothers and 
are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. C. 
Pond of 503 South Lee street. 


Paul was one of the youths from 
this vicinity to be among the first 
group of Yanks to enter Tokyo. He 
is a member of Battery A, 82nd Field 
Artillery Battalion of the First Caval- 
ry, division, which served as an honor 
guard to Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 
The division is temporarily quartered 
on a Jap airstrip, awaiting vacating 
and cleaning out of new quarters near 
the Imperial palace. The crack 
cavalry division’s typhooned-delayed 
landing was made at Yokohama and | 
the entrance to Tokyo on Sept. 8. | 

i 
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| The foliowing letter has been re- 
| ceived by Mrs. Pond from Paul and 
was written Sept. 2 from Yokohama: 


“This is the letter | have been) 
waiting to write for several weeks. 
It is one that will not be censored. 
My reason for not writing sooner is) 
that we were alerted at Lucena Taya-| 
bas, Luzon, P. |., on August 22 and 
went to Batangas, Luzon, where we 
loaded onto an APA No. 126, U. S. S.| 
St. Mary’s and left there on Aug. 24) 
for Yokohama, Honshu, Japan. We 


had to turn back on the 25th because | 
of a typhoon in Japan so went back to 
Lubec bay and stayed 24 hours, then 


Paul was graduated from South 
Side high school and Internationa! 
college im Fort Wayne 2nd ‘vas osn- 
ployed in the offices of Bowser Co.,, 
Inc. before he was inducted into the 
army in March, 1941. He received | 
his basic training at Fort Sill, Okla, | 
and Sater was sent to Fort Bliss, Tex. | 
He sailed for overseas in July, 1943, 
and took part in the campaigns from | 
Australia to Manila. 


George was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1943. While in high 
school he took a college preparatory 
course and was president of the 
Booster club. He was also a member a On Tin véd 
of the freshman boys’ club, the boys’ 
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came On up here. 

“We had quite a large convoy and 
| really got along swell. We traveled 
| very slowly the last day as they 
| weren't ready for us to enter Tokyo 
| bay. We entered the bay Sunday 
/ morning 2 Sept. and as soon as we 
_dropped anchor, which was about 
| noon, we disembarked from the A. 
PPPs Aviintovthe. Cc. V.) P'S (landing 
craft vehicle personnel) and went into 
' docks at Yokohama and were met 
'on the docks by the 11th Airborne 
'division’s band. After landing we 

moved to Warehouse No. 10 on Pier 
No. 9 and we had to help unload ships 
for two days. Then we moved here, 
where we are now at an old Jap army 
camp and a factory where they manu- 
factured tenks and all kinds of ord- 


nance equipment. It is the fourth 
largest in Japan in production of 
tanks. They produced 30 tanks a 


month. Really mass production, isn’t 
it? Ha, boy, they sure had a lot of 
arms around here. There is one good 
thing though, they seem to be pretty 
scared of us right now. Every time 
we meet one of them, he salutes. 
| Evidently Hirohito has an awful lot 
| of contro! over the people or soldiers, 
| 1 should say, ‘cause they turned over 
| their arms without any trouble and 
| try to do all possible to co-operate. 
| We are waiting about five miles from 
| Tokyo now for orders from General 
MacArthur to enter. Our division will 
be the only division to enter and 
control Tokyo. it is going to be quite 
| a2 job because all of their war in- 
| dustries and agencies will have to he 
| taken over and all records taken 
‘care of. 

“Since we have been in this parti- 
cular place our division artillery C. 
G. accepted the formal Surrender of 
this particular army post. | guess 
it was quite an affair. The Jap major 
general turned over his pistol to 


General Chandler when the surrender 
was signed. 


“The First Cavairy division was 
chosen by Gen. MacArthur to occupy 
Tokyo because of our record in our 
campaigns in New Guinea, Admirali- 
ties, Leyte and on Luzon. because of 
the discipline of the outfit, so well 
disciplined. Quite an honor in some 
ways we are to be Gen. MacArthur’s 
bodyguard while he is in Tokyo. We 
are living in barracks right now and 
it is really a great feeling not to 
have to mess with tents. Have a big 
theatre building nearby and attended 
a movie last night. Do not build up 
any hopes, but do not send me any 
Christmas packages as {| may be home 
by that time.” 


ANKLE 8B 


ROKEN 


PVT. DOYLE L. MARR 


A graduate from Garrett high 
school in 1940, Doyle was employed 
as a B. & O. brakeman before be- 
coming a member of the marine 
corps in May, 1944. He took part in 
the invasion of Okinawa island Eas- 
ter Sunday. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Marr of 514 
South Peters street, recently that he 
had an ankle broken, but had re- 
joined his company. He did not Say 
how the fracture occurred. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


He wrote his parents, , 


| 


| 
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Shoener Brothers Help U.S. 


LT. (j-.g-) ERVIN A. SHOENER 


Mrs. Grace Shoener of 313 South} 
Cowen street has two sons serving 
with the military forces. They are 
Lt. (j.g.) Ervin A. Shoener of Ghicago 
and Sgt. Arthur E. Shoener, who 
lived with his mother. The men are 
brothers of Mrs. F. A. Hall of 106 
South Cowen street. 

The family originally lived in Chica- 
go and Ervin has always made his 
home in that city. Sgt. Shoener, the 
younger of the two, was employed as 
a fireman by the Baltimore and Ohio 
before he entered the army late in 
the fall of 1942. He was discharged 
because of the 28 year age limit and | 
six months later was recalled to 
military duty. He was recently 
awarded the Bronze Star for meritor- 
ious service in Luxembourgh, where 
he served with the 712th railway 
operating battalion. His wife lives, 


SGT. ARTHUR E. SHOENER 


in Kendailville. 

Lt. Shoener is a graduate of Senn 
high school in Chicago and was cap- 
tain of the R. O. T. C. in high school. 
He was a salesman for the Geo. 


Schmidt Tool & Die Co. before join-: 


ing the navy in December, 1942. He 
was a commercial pilot seven years 
before going into military service. 
He was commissioned an_ ensign 
shortly after his enlistment and he 
instructed pilots for the navy at 
Glenview, Ill. After instructing cadets 
for 18 months at that base, he was 
sent to Dallas, Tex., and then to Pen- 
sacola, Fla., where he is taking a 
multi-engine course to fly B-24’s in 
the Pacific. He was promoted from 
the rank of ensign to Lt. (j.g.) in 
March, 1944. His wife and young son 
are living in Pensacola and will re- 
main there until he goes overseas. 
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‘MISSING IN ACTION’ 


PFC. JUNIOR J. BARTON 


This soldier, a son of Mr. and brs | 
Wilbur Barton .of North Randolph | 


street extended, was reported missing 
in action in Luxembourg since Dec. 
18. Junior is 26 years old, having been 
born May 4, 1918, a mile north of Au- 
burn: He entered the army Oct. 14, 
1941, and was last stationed in the 
Mojave desert, California, and Camp 
Polk, La,, thence proceeding to New 
York and overseas last August. His 
|parents and his sister, Helen, moved 
‘to Garrett in March, 1944, from a farm 
thré@ and a half miles northwest of 
Garrett. Junior’s last visit home was 
last July. The soldier’s father is an 
employe of the stoker division of Au- 
Lgiy Foundry, Inc. 


TRANSPORT OFFICER 


ENSIGN ROGER R. WHIRLEDGE 


Ensign Roger R, Whirledge is now a 
division officer on an attack transport 
in the South Pacific. He is a son of 
Mr. and Mrs, Harry Whirledge of 415 
South Lee street. 

Roger graduated from the Garrett 
high school in 1941, enlisting in the 
coast guard immediately afterward. 

Upon completion of “boot” training 
at New Orleans he was assigned to a 
vessel operating in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Later he attended the service school 
for quartermasters and signalmen in 
New York City and received the rating 
of petty officer third class. 
to convoy service after the war 
started, he remained on that duty in 
the Atlantic for two years. His ves- 


Assigned | 


sel made six trips across the Arctic. 


circle during one summer. Roger was 
advanced to petty officer first class 
|when he was appointed to officer 
candidate school at the Coast Guard 
Academy at New London, Conn. Com- 
missioned an ensign in June, he started 
a new tour of duty in a complete and 
welcome change of climate. 

His “pet peeve” is people who think 
j the coast guard does not go to sea. 
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ED, RUNION GETS 
HOME, BRINGING 
A BRONZE STAR 


SGT. EDWARD O. RUNION 


Set. T/4 Edward O. Runion, son of |. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Runion of | 
Altona, arrived home Monday on a 30- 
day furlough after having spent ten 
months overseas seeing action in 
France and Germany. 


“I was a lucky guy,” he said, “I had 
many close shaves but I was only) 
wounded once when a piece of shrap-' 
nel struck me in the right hand.” 
Edward had a 61 m. m. mortar shell 
land and burst right in front of him 
and all it did was knock his helmet 
off. Two of his buddies were standing 
behind him in the doorway of a barn 
and two pieces of shrapnel tore large 
boles in the wall next to them with- 
out injuring them. 


Edward was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school with the class of 
1938. After receiving training in a 
tank destroyer battalion in various 
camps in this country, he went over- 
seas in September, 1944, landing~in 
France. The first duty his outfit was 
assigned to was the patroling of} 
French beaches. He was the driver} 


of an M-18 five man crew tank des- | 
troyer, which fired a 716 m. m. gun 
capable of piercing four inches of! 
steel. On Dec. 16 the Germans made | 
their breakthrough and two days | 
later his outfit was on its way into 
action. He was with the third ar-| 
mored division of the First army. | 
The division was sent to Marche, 
Belgium, to hold that area against | 
the driving Germans. “They never 
got by us,” says Edward. “My job 
was to pull the lanyard on the gun, 
which was a towed 3-incher. 

“After being in this position for 
two weeks we were assigned to the 
82nd airborne division. We spear- 
headed with this outfit in the attack 
at Abelfontaine, Belgium. One of the | 
men of the crew on the gun next to| 
ours was wounded and I was taking 
him back to the first aid station when 
my gun received a direct hit on the 
wheel by a German 88 m. m. shell. 
One of my buddies was killed, four 
were injured and the gun was 
wrecked. Therefore I took the posi- 
tion on the other gun of the wounded 
man I had taken back to the first 
aid station. During this action my 
gun crew knocked off a German self- 
propelled gun. It took us two and a 
half days to capture that town, which 
is about the size of Garrett. } 

“We held onto that town until | 
Patton’s Third army reconnaisance ; 
units made contact with us, which} 
meant that the bulge was cleared out. | 
The 82nd division was called back} 
for a rest and our battalion of 36 guns 
was assigned to the 83rd division of 
the Ninth army. We were then sent 
back to the rear to train replacements. | 
The 83rd division had suffered heavy 
casualties in the Hurtgen forest and 
my platoon had suffered about 30 per 
cent casualties in the fight for Abel- 
fontaine. While back in training our 
tank destroyer battalion was supplied 
with self-propelled guns except my 
platoon of four guns. We had to keep 
our towed gums because there were 
not enough of the self-propelled mod- 
els. 

Fierce Attack by Nazis 


“After training for quite a while. 
we got ready for the push over the 
Ruhr river. We crossed the river 
Feb. 26 and went into action, heading 
for the Rhine. On March 1 my outfit 
lost everything it had. We were 
going into a town to hold it, the town 
having been captured the day pre- 
vious and it was supposed to have 
been cleared of all enemy troops and 
guns. They returned during the night. 
The road leading into the town was 
a sunken one and we were traveling 
along when our leading jeep was hit 
by machine gun fire. The jeep got 
back to us and the lieutenant ordered 


Continued 
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our outfit to close up. The road was 
so narrow and the banks .so steep 
that we could get only two of the 
towed guns into position: Then the 
Germans opened up on us, with ar- 
tillery and two big tanks came after 
us. One tank came right down the 
road at us firing its machine gun. 
Our shells bounced otf it like they 
were rubber balls. It was finally 
stopped by a hit on its treads. 
Another tank swung around through 
an open tield and came-right up to 
the edge of the embankment. The 
only thing that saved us was that it 
couldn't depress its gun enough to 
shoot down on us. The Germans 
knew we had some big guns’and the 


men in the tanks were afraid to drive | 
down the embankment for fear we, 


would get our big guns sighted on it. 
We hit that tank with bazookas and 
everything else we could fire but all 
we did was just knock paint off that 
big Mark 4 tank. It finally turned 
around and left. [ got hold of a jeep 
and was going to try to tow one of our 
guns into a firing’ position on the 
field. However, the lieutenant would 
not let me as he said I would get 
knocked off before I could get the gun 
set. 


“The lieutenant asked me if I would 
drive back to regimental headquarters — 


tor help and I did. Headquarters had 
to call our artillery, which was in 
front of us, and the guns had to be 
turned arotind to fire back and pro- 
tect the men in my outfit. Head- 
quarters also called up some P-47 
planes, which bombed and_ strafed 
the Germans. Half of my outfit got 
out of that trap the best way they 
could and the other half was cap- 
tured. They were later freed. 
Seven men of my outfit were killed. 
We later found out that there were 
16 big German tanks in that town. 
My platoon got two of them. 


“We then were sent back to a rear 
area and new gun crews were formed 
and we were given those new self-pro- 
pelled guns. I was the driver. (Self- 
propelled guns look almost like very 
low constructed tanks.) My platoon 
finally caught up with.our outfit at 
Neuse, which is across the Rhine 
from Dusseldorf. We stayed there a 


while, firing at anything on the other 
side of the Rhine that presented it- 
self. We then were sent back for 
training in river crossing. 


While in 


‘dows. 


this training area the Rhine was 
actually crossed. We crossed the 
Rhine about March 15 and it was our 
job to clean out German pockets of 
resistance. From then on we were 
in action every day and every night, 
cleaning out town after town. We 
never stopped fighting until about 
three days before the Germans sur- 
rendered. We were at Zerpts and 
here we met the advance patrols of 
the Russians. We had a bridgehead 
across the Elbe and the 83rd division 
was the only unit to hold its bridge- 
head. The Germans threw four 
counterattacks against us. none of 


‘which was successful. 


Stopped the Nazis 

“While we were across the Elbe 
I saw action which resulted in being 
awarded the Bronze Star medal. We 
had captured a small town and we 
were ordered to hold it. We set our 
guns up to protect the town. The 
gunner of my crew, assistant driver 
and myself were on guard duty. About 
4:30 a. m. we heard the rumble of 
tanks but we didn't know if they were 
ours, Russians or Germans. Finally 
we heard a Jerry yell a command and 
we knew they were Germans. Then 
daybreak came and we could see the 
infantry coming across the fields in 
front of the tanks. The lead German 
tank blew three holes in the build- 
ing we were near with shell fire. I 
sent one man back to alert our outfit. 
We then spotted this tank and, by 
golly. we knocked it out with one 
shot! We then opened up on the in- 
fantry with our 50) calibre machine 
gun and we stopped them cold. I 
didn’t notice any bullets’ flying 
around us but my gunner told me 
later that there were plenty of sparks 
flying off the wire fence in front 
of us from the bullets striking it. 

“We had to get out of our tank 
destroyer because the Germans had 
us spotted and they were beginning 
to bracket us with gunfire. I grabbed 


a 30 calibre machine gun from an 


infantryman in a foxhole and con- 


_tinued to fire on the Germans. Our 
‘reinforcements came up and the Ger- 


mans were forced to withdraw.” 
Edward also told of the time they 


‘entered a post office in a German 
‘town and found trays of German 


money. “It was no good to us,” 
stated Edward, ‘‘so we just tossed it 
everywhere. including out of the win- 
It made swell confetti.” 
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HANDLED SUPPLIES 


CPL. PAUL E. JENKINS 


This soldier helped to keep the army 
going forward by hauling necessary 
supplies to the front lines and he was 
awarded the Bronze Star. He is a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. F. V. Jenkins of 
'510 South Harrison street. His wife, 
the former Helen Gustafson, and their 
daughter, Karen, 3, live in Chicago. 
He has about 30 points to his credit 
and is expected home in the not dis- 
tant future. 

Paul was a member of the 1937 
class of Garrett high school and after- 
ward was employed in Chicago by the 
Baltimore & Ohio Chicago Terminal 
as a leverman. He entered the army 
Oct. 30, 1942 and was assigned to 
Headquarters of Supply 715, Railway 
Overating Battalion. He was trained 
at Camp Claiborne, La., and Camp 
Shelby, Miss., and went overseas Apr. 
29, 1943, landing in North Africa. | 

After the Germans and the Italians| 
were cleared out of Africa Paul went 
with his company to Naples, Italy. 
The company proceeded to Benevento 
and worked on the railroads from | 
Caserta to Foggia. Paul wrote: “We 
were in Benevento six months. The 
town sets on top of a hill and the 
only part that was torn up was around 


the railroad and one big bridge. lj 
was in Aversa operating the railroad 
from there to the front at Miniturrio. 
When the front moved to Rome, we 
went along and were there nine 
months. That is the time | was driv- 
ing long hours and traveling an aver- 
age of 150 to 200 miles every day or 
every other day. ‘ 

“Then in March this year we came 
to Florence and have been here ever 
since. When | was in Rome | saw 
the pope and shook hands with him. 
Also saw St. Peter’s cathedral, which 
is really beautiful, and mammoth. 
Also saw the Catacombs, Colosseum 
and Pantheon. Rome itself is a 
beautiful city and quite modern. I 
have seen a lot of Italy in the last 
| year and a half, in fact about every- 
thing from Bologna south as far as 
bexterne! 1 am writing this letter in 
| the Red Cross central station ini 
| Florence.” 


£. Runion , cont. 


Edward brought home with him 
|many fine souvenirs. He has given 
| his dad a Swiss pocketwatch which he 
was offered $200 for on the way home 
'on the boat. It has chimes that ring 
'on the quarter hour. Edward ob- 
| tained it from another American sol- 
'dier by trading him a pair of Ger- 
;man_ binoculars. The watch was 
| taken from a German jewelry store. 
Ree souvenirs Edward brought 
; home are a model 35 38-calibre 8-shot | 
German pistol, a German Luger pis- 
tol, Vvigslander camera, other guns, 
knives and bayonets. 

Edward wears the following rib- 
bons: Purple Heart, Good Conduct, 
Bronze Star and the European Thea- 
tre of Operations ribbon with three | 
battle stars for the Ardennes, Rhine | 
and Central Germany campaigns. At 
the end of his furlough he will report 
at Fort Bragg, N. C., for redeploy- 
ment. He has 62 points to his credit, 
not enough for a discharge. 

Edward has a brother in service, 
James W. T. 2/c, who is stationed 
at Camp Peary, Va. His other broth- 
er, Harry, who was at Camp Atter- 
bury, has received a discharge from 
the army and he arrived home Satur- 
| day. He entered the army last Feb- 
_Tuary and had basic infantry training 
at Camp Fannin, Tex. 


SERVING UNCLE SAM 


Eva EOWELE G.“GASKILL 
—Photo by Sheets 


This local farm youth is Pvt. Lowell 
C. Gaskill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira 
Gaskill of 5 miles south of Garrett 
He was graduated from Huntertown 
| high school fast April 19 and he left 
| for military duty June 4. He was 
‘sent to Camp Atterbury for assign: 
ment and then he was transferred to 
Camp Gordon, Ga., where he is now 
taking his basic infantry training. He 
is with Co. C, 28th battalion of the 8th 
regiment. 
| Lowell has a sister who is also 
| Serving Uncle Sam. She is Norma 
Gaskill AMM 3/c of the Wave, sta- 
| tioned at Jacksonville, Fla. He has 
two other sisters, Mrs. Frank Sterling 


and Ariene, both of whom are at! 


home. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskill are en- 
gaged in farming and trucking. 


TRAINED FOR RADIO 


CORP. FRED DAVIS 
—Photo by Sheets 


After a visit with relatives in this 
vicinity, this Garrett soldier is now 
stationed at Scott Field, Ill. He is 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Davis 
of 806 South Cowen street and his 
wife is the former Phyllis Frehse, 
who is making her home with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Frehse, 
north of Albion. Corp. Davis was 
employed by the Pennsylvania rail- 
road at Fort Wayne as a brakeman 
before joining the armed forces in 
February, 1943. He received his basic 
training at Atlantic City, N. J., and 
was sent to Camp Crowder, Mo., for 
training in the radio division of the 
air forces. He later was transferred 
to Dyersburg, Tenn., and then to 
Chanute Field, If. Most of his train- 
ing has been in radio work and he is 
now completing a course at Scott 
Field. He will be 21 years old July 
30. 


| 
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IN MEDICAL CORPS 


LT. BERNARD R. BRENNAN | 
—Photo by Sheets | 


One of the two sons of Mr. and Mrs. | 
P. R. Brennan of 414 South Randolph | 
street serving with the armed forces | 
is Lt. Bernard R. Brennan, who is now 
in Germany. 

A member of the 1929 class of Gar- 
rett high school, “Barney” took part 
in all activities during his four years 
in high school. He was president of 
the junior and senior classes. He was 
awarded a Rector scholarship to De- 
Pauw university and was graduated in 
1933. For two years he was employed 
on the staff of the Garrett Clipper and 
later became associated with Insur- 
ance Trustees Inc. He entered the 
army in May, 1942, and was sent to 
Camp Grant, lll., for his basic training. 
He was assigned to Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, where he _ took special 
training as a surgeon’s. assistant. 
From there he was sent to Fitzsim- 
mons General hospital in Denver. 
While there he decided to enter the 
officer candidate school and was seri 
to Camp Barkeley, Tex., for that| 
‘training. He completed the course in 
September, 1943, and received a com- 
mission as second lieutenant in the 
medical corps. He transferred to 3 


Barnes General hospital at Vancouver, 
Wash. After receiving special train- 
ing he returned to Camp Barkeley for 
: advanced work and then went back to 
Vancouver. ‘From there he went to 
Camp Adair, Ore., and became at- 


' Seventh and Ninth armies. 


tached to the 70th infantry division. | 
He transferred to Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo., and after being stationed there 
for three months he went overseas in 
December, 1944, leaving from Boston, | 
Mass., and landing at Marseilles, | 
France. He took part in three cam- 
paigns and saw service with the Third, 


S/Sgt. John W. Brennan, the other 
son, is also a graduate of Garrett high 
school and Indiana university and has| 
been in the armed forces for the past 
14 months. A story about him will! 
appear in The Clipper at a later date. 


, 


COMPLETES. TRAINING 


ROBERT A. HEINZERLING F 3/c 


Having completed a 12 weeks 
course at the Flight Sound School at 
Key West, Fla., this Garrett youth 
will now be assigned to another post. 
He is a son of Chief Yeoman and Mrs. 
Otto C. Heinzerling and a grandson of 
Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Sheets of 114 
West King street. Bob was graduated 
from Arlington high school in Colum- 
bus, O., last June and joined the navy 
three days after receiving his di- 
ploma. He received his “boot” train- 
ing at Great Lakes, II!., and from 
there was sent to the sound school at 
Key West. 

His father, who is also in the navy, 
has been a patient in a base hospital 
in Long Beach, Calif., recovering 
from injuries he sustained while on 
duty. 
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Another tragedy of the war has 
come to a Garrett home. Mr. and 
Mrs, Paul Grimm of 112 First ave- 
mue received the following telegram 
from the war department Tuesday 
afternoon: 


- “Deeply regret to inform you that 
-your son, Pfc. Frederick L. Grimm, 
USMC, was killed in action Mch. 19, 
1945, in the Pacific area in perform- 
“ance of his duty and service of his 
country. When information is received 
regarding burial you will be noti- 
fied. .To prevent Possible aid to our 
enemies do not divulge the name of 
his ship or station. Please accept my 
heartfelt Sympathy. Letter follows,” 
The telegram was signed by A. A. 
Vandegrift, General, USMC com- 
Mandant. 


Frederick was 19 years old March 
31. He was born in Garrett and he 
was graduated from Garrett high 
school with the Class of 1944. He was 
treasurer of the senior class, a mem- 
ber of the cast of the senior Dlay and 
a Member of Quill and Scroll, nation- 
al journalistic society. He was also a 
member of the Garrett Church of 
Christ, 


The Garrett youth was inducted 
into the Marine corps last August 17. 
He took his “boot” training at Par- 
ris Island, s. C., and “boot” combat 
training at Camp Le Jeune, Nace 
where he received the rating of ex- 
Pert with the Browning automatic 
rifle. He studied anti-aircraft gun- 
mery at a sea school at San Diego, 
Calif., and he then was assigned to 
an aircraft carrier aS an anti-air- 
craft gunner. He left the States from 
San Francisco Feb. 7. He was home 


FREDERICK L. GRIMM 


——oooOoooo——SSS* 
only once after entering the Marine 
corps, that being a 7-day leave last 
October. 

Surviving besides the parents are 
a brother, David, 15; the grandpar- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Grimm of | 
920 South Lee street, Garrett: aunts | 
and uncles including Mr. and Mrs. } 
Car] Grimm of 608 South Lee street, 
Garrett, Mr. and Mrs, Ford Grimm of 
514 South Randolph street, Garrett, | 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Grimm and Mrs. 
J. C. Lung of Chicago and Mr. and 
Mrs. Sherm Casselman of Hillsdale, | 
Mich. The youth’s father is a mem-/| 
ber of the Garrett Dost office force. 
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. RIED AT SEA 


Their son, Pfc. Frederick L. Grimm, 
was given a full military funeral and 
was buried at sea, according to a let- 


ter received by Mr. and Mrs. Paul’ 


Grimm of 112 First avenue from a 
major in the marine corps. 


A telegram from the war depart- 
ment received Apr. 10 notified Mr. and 


Mrs. Grimm that Fred was killed in; 


_ action in the Pacific area Mch. 19. 
| The letter from the major states that 
shipmates were members of the honor 
guard and firing squad. “His personal 
effects have been packed carefully 
and at the first available opportunity 
I will forward them to a special 
marine corps agency whose function 
'is the expeditious disposition of these 
effects. Be assured that you will re- 
ceive this property as soon as it is 
‘ possible under the circumstances.” 

| Pfc. Grimm had been assigned to 
'an aircraft carrier as an anti-aircraft 
gunner. The manner in which he met 
his death. was not revealed by the 
commander, but he stated: “Twenty- 
two members of our small organiza- 
tion are now absent from our ranks 
as a result of operations against the 
enemy on 19 (March, 1945, Those of 
us who remain feel an immeasurable 
sorrow at this loss and a deep humili- 
ty and gratitude that we were 
spared.” 


The letter stated that the unit of 


| which Fred was a member numbered 


81 officers and men “and because we 
were a relatively small group I have 
always felt that we were more ef a 
brotherhood than a military organiza- 
tion. Thus each man knew every 
other man, knew much of his family 
relationship, his ambitions, his likes 
and dislikes. The restricted life 
which we were all obliged to lead on 
a warship in the combat zones served 
to draw us very close together. ‘And 
I have always prided myself in the 
fact that almost without exception a 
spirit of close-knit co-operation ex- 


'isted throughout every moment of 


our relaxation and every hour of our 
training and fighting. Know that 
your son was an expert in his field, 
proud of his corps and the U. S. 
marine corps took equal pride in him.” 


The commanding officer expressed 
his sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Grimm. 
“But may I reaffirm what has been 
so often stated and appreciated by the 
leaders of our nation—that this vic- 
tory towards which we have striven 
so long would never have been pos- 
sible had not brave men been willing 
to sacrifice that which is their dear- 
est possession—their lives.” 
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‘Australia Teacher is 
Bride of Cpl. Kearns 


CPL, AND MRS. JOS. C. KEARNS 


Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Kearns of four 
and a half miles southwest of Garrett 
are announcing the marriage of their 
son, Cpl. Joseph C. Kearns, to Pa- 
tricia F, Wyatt, 26, of Brisbane, -Aus- 
tralia. 

The ceremony took place Sept. 11 at 
Holy Trinity church, Mackay, Aus- 
tralia. The Rev. Robinson read the 
nuptial vows. Miss Moya Studders, 
a friend of the bride, was the maid 
of honor and David Blazer of Albany, 
N. Y., a member of the United States 
air corps and a “buddy” of the groom, 
Was the best man. A reception was 
held at Paris hall and then the newly- 
weds left for a honeymoon at The 
Chatlet, Eungella Range, which is lo 
cated on the northern coast of Aus- 
tralia. 


For her wedding the bride, who is]. 
a school teacher, wore a coat and|: 
skirt of torquoise blue, elbow length j 


white kid gloves and whitesshoes and 
she had a halo of white roses zor. a 
hat. Miss Studders wore a blue silk 
dress with white accessories. The 
groom and best man were in service 
uniforms. 


In a recent letter to his paren! 
Cpl. Kearns said that as soon 19) th 
was is over he and his wife are tiead- 
ing straight for Indiana to take up 
farming. Cpl. Kearns graduated 
from Garrett high school in 1937 and 
he was engaged in farming until his 
enlistment at Fort Benjamin Harri- 
son in February, 1942. He was as- 
signed to the air corps and he re- 
ceived his training at Sheppard Yield, 
Tex., Chanute Field, Ill., Louisville | 
Replacement Center, Louisville, Ky., 
Fort Benning, Ga., Maxton Field, N. 
C., and Fort Stoneman, Calif. He left 
for Australia Jan. 31, 1943, and he 
remained there seven months. Since 
that time he has been located at New 
Guinea. He is an aircraft instrument 
specialist with a ground crew. 


FROM JAMES H. HARRIS 


Mrs. J. S. Patterson of 104144 West 
King street has received the following | 
letter from James H. Harris, son of | 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Harris of 302 West 
King street, one of Garrett’s colored 
youths serving with the military 
forces: 


“Your most appreciated epistle was 
received in good form, although it 
did take it some time to get here. You 
gave me some very good advice, in 
fact, I’ve started to heed the same 
| already. I know things are rather | 
‘dull about town with practically all) 
the boys over here. It will be very | 
difficult to go home after this war! 
and tell wild tales for you will have 
competition from all sources. In 
some cases girls are seeing it harder 
than the men in this war. I do want 
you to know that your timely letter 
did a lot to cheer me up, and I would 
like to hear from you again soon.” 


James was a member of the 1942 
class of Garrett high school and took 
a college preparatory course. He was 
a member of the Freshmen Boys club 
and the Hi-Y club. He served as vice 
president of the band in his junior 
year and president in his senior year. 
He was a mémber of the staff of the 
high school paper, played basketball 
and football and served as junior 
class president. He entered Virginia 
State college at Ettrick, Va., in the 
fall following his graduation, taking a 
pre-medical course. He has been in 
the military service two years. 
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MONROE F. WHITTECAR 


Becoming incapacitated for army 
duties, Monroe F. Whittecar, former- 
ly of Garrett, has been given an 
honorable medical discharge. 

Monroe, who is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Myron Whittecar of 204 Covell 
street, enlisted in the army July 2, 
1942, and was sent from Fort Benja- 
min Harrison to Camp Atterbury, Ind., 
where he became a member of the 
military police. He had his spine and 
back injured last December and was 
hospitalized three months. Now that 
he had been released from the army, 


“Jumbo,” as he is well known be- 
cause of his size, is residing in 
Franklin, Ind., with his wife, the 


former Doris Ale of that city. 
were married Apr. 1, 1943. 
Eugene Whittecar, coxswain in the 
navy, is in the Pacific, member of the 
crew of a cruiser. 


They 


? 


EUGENE WHITTECAR : 


12, 1940, and after training at Great 
Lakes he was assigned to the U. S. 
Texas. He was afterward a mem- 
ber of the crew of the cruiser, U.S. S. 
Quincy, when it took part in five in- 
vasions of Africa and Europe. Dur- 
ing this period three attempts to 
torpedo the ship missed. Eugene 
was on the Quincy a few months ago 
when it had President Roosevelt as a 
passenger. It-took him to the Yalta 
conference and brought him home. 
Each member of the crew received a 
certificate signed by the president 
commemorating the voyage. In 
March, Eugene was transferred to 
the Pacific and his present where- 
abouts are unknown to his relatives. 
His wife, the former Mary Moody, 
resides in the Whittecar home. 

The father of the Whittecar broth- 


He enlisted Dec. ers is a B. & O. engineer, 


| 
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DAVID 


LT. J. DAVID MURLEY 


From an Eighth Air Force Fighter 
station in England comes the infor- 
mation that Lt. J. David Murley has 
been awarded the Air Medal “for ex- 
ceptionally meritorious achievement 
in aerial flight, participating in the 
AAF’s second long range escort and 
shuttle bombing trip of the Eighth 
Fighter Command to Russia and Italy 
from England.” 

Lt, Murley is engineering officer 
and technical inspector of aircraft of 
Col. Donald W. Graham’s 357th Fight- 


MURLEY WINS AIP 
MEDAL Ahd LIEUTENANCY 


er Group. He isya son of Mr. and Mrs. 
| O. A. Murley of 814 South Lee street 
and his wife. and young son reside in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. A _ qualified 
aerial engineer, the officer has been 
overseas for 10 months and recently | 
received a direct commission as sec- 
ond lieutenant in the AAF, being 
promoted from chief warrant officer. 


A graduate of the 1934 class of Gar- | 
rett high school, David was employed 
for a short time by Harry Hurley in | 
the Kroger market in Garrett. He 
enlisted for a period of three years 
in May, 1935, at Chanute Field, Hil., 
and entered the air corps’ technical 
school of radio repairmen. He com- 
pleted that course in one year, with 
the title of radio repairman, and was 
assigned to Moffett Field, Calif., near’ 
San Francisco. He made a trip by | 
plane from Chanute Field to New | 
York City, where he boarded a steamer | 
for San Francisco via the Panama | 
canal. At the end of three years, he | 
re-enlisted and was sent to Salt Lake 
City, where he remained twe® years. 
He was then sent to Bowing Field, 
near Seattle, Wash. It was at this! 
location that he wags promoted tno 
staff sergeant. In June, 1941, he was 
ordered to report at Hamilton Field, 
near San Francisco, and was assigned 
as radio; flight operator and assistant 
aerial engineer to the private Douglas 
Mainliner plane of Lt. Gen. John L. 
DeWitt, commanding general of the 
Western Defense Command = and 
Fourth Army. 
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IN FAMOUS DIVISION 


CPL. EVERETT E. WISEMAN 


This vounq man, who lived in Gar- 
rett and vicinity practically all his 
| life, is now fighting in Germany with 
jthe 30th Division of General Hodges’ 
|First Army. He is a son of Mr. and 
|Mrs. Oza Wiseman of Detroit. The 
| parents moved to Detroit in July, 1943. 

Everett attended the Altona school 
and then worked at the Auburn Manu- 
facturing Co. and at the McCray Re- 
frigerator Co. in Kendallville. He was 
inducted into the army Oct. 22, 1942. 
He received his training at Camp 
Blanding. Fla.. on maneuvers in Ten- 
nessee and at Camp Atterbury, Ind. 

Everett went overseas in January, 
1944, landing in England. From there 
his outfit went into action in France, 
Belgium, Holland, Germany, back to 
Belgium and then again into Germany. 
The 30th Infantry Division. also known 
as the “Old Hickory” division. has re- 
ceived several commendaticns for ex- 
cellent oerformance in battle. This 
divisior headed the breakthrough of 
the Siegfried Line north of Aachen 
and forced that city’s downfall. It 
also spearheaded the breakthrough 
south of St. Lo. The outfit was cited 
by Maj. Gen. Lawton J. Collins. 
Seventh Corps commander, for its 
heroic stand in the Mortain-St. Bar- 
thelmy sector. It bore the brunt of 
the desperate attack of the German 
Seventh Army when it attempted to 
reach Avranches and the sea and split 
the American armies in Normandy 
and Brittany. It was the 30th’s com- 
mander who said the now famous 


words when asked to surrender, “Go. 
to hell. We wouldn’t surrender if our! 
last round of ammunition was fired 
and our last bayonet was broken off in 
a Jerry belly.” : | 

Everett is the holder of the Good | 
Conduct medal and the Expert Com- 
bat Infantry badge. He Is a leader of 
a squad which fires bazookas and 


mortars. : ay 


Everett has one sister, Catherine, 


| who lives with her parents. 


PATROLS THE SEA 


Se SE 


WILLIAM KOCK 
—Photo by Shee 


After a few days’ visit with his p 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. John Kock of % 
South Walsh street, Yeoman Willi: 
Kock left Saturday for the east coz 
Bill was graduated from Garrett hi 
school in 1939 and was a member 
the Hi-Y and radio clubs. He was a 
active in Boy Scout work. He enbk 
ed in the navy last July and spent 
weeks at the U. S: Naval Training S 
tion at Great Lakes, IIl., and then v 
assigned to sea duty. 
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CHARLES H. SIMONS 


KILLED IN GERMANY 


bss at Sa RR at De ea Ateneo 
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CHAS. H. SIMONS 


Previously listed as missing, Pvt. 
Charles H. Simons of Keyser town- 


neti > - | oo ae Tht, che 


ship, DeKalb county, was killed in 
Germany March 22, according to a 
message received from the war de- 
partment by his wife, Mrs. Edith 
Simons of Fort Wayne. 

Pvt. Simons was 25 years of age, 
having been born in Huntington 
county Aug. 31, 1919, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Guy Simons. He was grad- 
uated from Columbia City high 
school. His wife is the former Edith 
Graves of near Fort Wayne and there 
is one child, Lyle Lynn. He and his 
family resided on the O. J. Yoder 


|farm two miles southeast of Garrett 


at the time he entered the army 
June 16, 1944. He received his train- 
ing at Camp Blanding, Fla, and 
went overseas in December. He was 
on duty in France, Belgium and Ger- 
many. 

The parents of Pvt. Simons now 
reside north of LaOtto. Other sur-| 
vivors include two brothers, Gaylon | 
Simons of Fort Wayne and James, at 
home, and one sister, Mrs. Max 3a 
er of Huntington. 

Pyt. Simcs was a member of the| 
Church of the Nazarene in, Fort | 
Wayne. 


ARMY SPECIALIST 


SGT. ARTIE L. SELL 


From the office of the Detroit Liai- 
son Section the Ordnance School comes 
the information that Sgt. Artie Sell, 
'g90n of C. E. Sell of 611 South Peters 
street, Garrett, and Mrs. A. A. Brooks 
of Willard, O., has completed a special- 
ist’s course on Cadillac tank engine at 
the Flint, Mich., section of the Ord- 
nance school, conducted at General 
Motors Institute in Flint, in co-opera- 
tion with the Cadillac motor car divi- 
sion of Generai Motors Corporation. 
| Sgt. Sell was especially selected to 
attend this course in practical mechani- 
cal maintenance of the army’s fighting 
| equipment. Such courses are con- 
ducted in schools throughout the 
country by the ordnance department 
in co-operation with manufacturers. 
The participation of the former motor 
car manufacturer in this training of 
ordnance soldiers has been welcomed 
by Bri. Gen. Kutz, chief of military 
training division in order to make 
certain that vehicles and weapons 
manufactured by them are properly 
serviced in the various theatres of war. 


Sgt. Sell has been connected with 
army life for the past 14 years. He 
enlisted at Fort Wayne in the National 
Guard and left with his company from 
Fort Wayne in January, 1940, going 
to Hattiesburg, Miss. He was sta- 
tioned there until September, 1943. 
He was in Florida for a time and later 
at a camp at Jackson, Miss. He went 
to Flint from that point. Sgt. Sell re- 
turned to Flint Monday afternoon 
from Garrett. He attended the final 
rites of a cousin, Lt. Raymond Zum- 
brunn of Columbia City, who was 
killed in an airplane crash last week 
and whose burial was made Monday 


| afternoon in a.cemetery near Columbia 


City. 


‘ROBERT THRUSH, OVERSEAS 


VETERAN, IS AT MIAMI BEACH 


Cpl. Robert M. Thrush of south of 
Garrett, whose wife, Mrs: Jean Thrush, 
lives at 601 West Wayne St., Fort 
Wayne, has returned from service 
outside the continental United States 
and is now being processed through 
the Army Ground and Service Forces 
Redistribution Station in Miami 
Beach, where his next assignment will 
be determined. 

Cpl. Thrush served 28 months as 
a truck driver in the Engineers in 
the European theatre of operations. 
While there he was awarded the Sil- 
ver star for gallantry. 

Army Ground and Service Forces 
Redistribution Stations are located in 
various parts of the United States. 
Military personnel returning from 
overseas are processed through these 
stations before assignment to military 


organizations and installations within | 


the United States. 

During the period that returnees 
stay at an Army Ground and Service 
Forces Redistribution Station, they 
are given a painstaking occupational 
and physical classification as well as 
physical and dental reconditioning to- 
gether with various lectures designed 
to reorient men recently returned 
from combat areas. This processing 
is carried on without haste in pleas- 
ant surroundings conducive to mental 
and physical relaxation. 

Before entering the service Cpl. 
Thrush was employed at farm work at 
his own home. 
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A CORPORAL AND HIS BABY DAUGHTER 
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CPL. DEAN E. ROSE 


This soldier is the husband of the 
former Geneva Warstler and she and 
their baby are residing for the dura- 
tion with Mrs. Rose’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs, Charles Warstler of 905 East 
King street, Garrett. 


A son of Mr. and Mrs. Graydon Rose 
of Angola, Cpl. Rese is a graduate of 
Angola high school and wag employed 
by the Studebaker Corp. in Fort 
| Wayne before he became an air corps 
,cadet Feb. 5, 1943. He attended the 
pre-flight schoo! at San Antonio, Tex., 
and afterward was in training at 
Perrin Field, Sherman, Tex., Scott 
Field, Ill., where he attended the radio 
school, and Yuma, Ariz., where he was 
a student in the flexible gunnery 


DEANNA ROSE 


school. He was given his wings at 
Yuma as an aerial gunner and then 
was sent to Westover Field, Mass., 
for crew training. He is now taking 
pre-flight training at Chariestown, S. 
C. 

Deanna was born Mch. 12, 1943, in 
the Lutheran hospital at Fort Wayne. 
She weighed 22 pounds and is 29 
inches in height. Her eyes and hair 
are brown. 

Deanna has three great grandpar 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Rawlinson of 
Stroh and Mrs. David Aldrich of An- 
gola. ; 
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Tells How He Was Wounded 


Mrs. Charles Roberts has returned 
to Willard after a visit with Garrett 
relatives and with her husband, who 
is a patient in the Veterans hospital 
at Marion, Ind. When she arrived 
a letter was awaiting her from her 
son, Private Howard Roberts, who was 
wounded in Germany Feb. 6. The 
letter follows: é 

“Dear Mom and Dad: As usual no 
news or nothing to write about. One 
thing I am happy about is that my left 
leg can now bear a little weight and 
I can get around on crutches for a 
short time. My right leg does not 
straighten out, but will soon. My 
shoulder is well enough that I can 
work the crutches pretty well and my 
hip does not bother me at all. Now 
I am all on the mend and I am just 
lying down being a big case of ‘gold 
brick. Who ever thought that I 
would be in the army with people 
bringing me, my meals in bed, and 
better yet getting paid for it. 
| “They say after 14 days ome can 
‘tell some of the things about their 
| personal experience in combat as long 
as you don’t mention dates, places or 
units attached to you at any time. 
So now I can tell you some of what I 


was doing when I was hit as the 14! 


days are now up. We had been hold- 
ing ground against light opposition 
from a Jerry company on a hill about 
600 yards to our front when word 


came to us that we were to be re-! 


lieved. That was great news to us 
because we all were about frozen and 
wet clear through. Well we pulled out 
of there on our way (we thought) to 
rest and dry out, but instead they 
checked us to see if we all had a lot 
of ammo. and grenades. Then it be- 
gan to rain again. We moved out on 
a march to a new position where we 
were going to begin another attack 
the next afternoon. We marched all 
day until 10 o’clock that night, when 


we pulled off the road to rest for 
about four hours. We all dug holes to 
dive in in case Jerry found out that 
we were there and started to lay his 
famous artillery (88's). 

“The holes we dug filled up witl 
water, because it was still raining, bu 
it made no difference aS we could no 
get any wetter if we were under the 
whole Atlantic ocean. (Just changec 
my bandages and the holes look swell. 
They are all clean and healing nicely.) 
Well it came 2 a. m. and we hit the 
road again. In a way we were glad 
as it warmed us up some. We hid in 
a thick woods until afternoon, when 
the signal was passed down to get 
ready to attack. We all had been told 
just what our own jobs would be and 
just where we were to go. We were 
going after four pill boxes deep in the 
Siegfried line. I believe that there 
wasn’t a Joe in the line that didn’t 
attempt a prayer in his own way. We 
all knew it was to be like hell when 
we started. It was. After charging | 
across open space we reached cover | 
and started to take the first pillbox. 
That pillbox is where I got your last 
souvenirs. We got it and the next 
one went on our way to the third one. 
I never got to it. One of their heavy 
mortars caught up with me. From 
there on, all I ean say is, praise the 
medics. 

“J have not received any mail since 
the third of the month and today is 
the 29th. I probably will not get any 
for the next three or four weeks. 
Keep writing as 1 want a big bundle 
when I do get it.” 

Howard attended Garrett high 
school and before teing inducted into 
the army was employed in the baggage 
room at the B. & O. station. The 
family formerly resiced at 113 South 
Walsh street. Howard is a grandson 
of H. A. Hinklin of 123 South Lee 
street. 


260 


REPORT JACK 


DEVITCH IS 


MISSING AFTER AIR RAID 


S/SGT. JOHN (JACK) DEUITCH 


S/Set. John (Jack) Deuitch, 21, son 
of Henry Deuitch of Wellsboro, Ind., 
a former Garrett resident, is reported 
by the war department to be “missing 
in action over Germany since October 
29,” according to a telegram received 
by his father. 

Jack is in the air corps and was a 


| 
belly gunner on a heavy bomber. He| 
attended St. Joseph’s Catholic school | 
in Garrett and graduated from the | 
| Union Mills high schoool, near Wells- 


| boro, in June, 1941. He entered the 


larmy in January, 1942. 
The former Garrett youth received | 
| his training at Kingman, Ariz., and 
in January of this year he was sent 
to England. Later, he was transferred 
to France. In a letter he wrote the 
early part of October he said that he 
had completed 41 missions and that 
he expected to be home in February 
when he would have completed 65 
missions. Jack held the Air Medal 
and several Oak Leaf clusters. 


Mr. Deuitch has three other sons 
in the service: Carl, 35, is a coxswain 
in the navy in the South Pacific; 
Richard,26, a sailor, is a prisoner of 
the Japs in the Philippines; and Rob- 
ert, 24, is in the army air corps 
stationed at Selman Field, La. Two 
other sons, Walter and Donald, pre- 
viously served in the navy. Walter 
lives at Hanna, Ind., and Donald re- 
sides at Union Mills. Another son, 
Norbert Deuitch, lives at 205 High 
street, Garrett. 


Mr. Deuitch Sr. is employed in the 


Maintenance of way department of 
the B. & O. at Wellsboro, a position 
like he held when he lived in Garrett. 


SGT. JOS. C. KEARNS 


FIFTH AIR FORCE TROOP CAR- 
RIER COMMAND, PHILIPPINE IS- 
LANDS—Sergeant Joseph C. Kearns, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Kearns 
of southwest of Garrett has spent 
thirty months overseas with the 
317th Troop Carrier Group. As an 
instrument specialist with this 
famed outfit, he has much _ responsi- 


bility in keeping the C-47 transports! 


in the air. 

The 317th Troop Carrier Group, 
known throughout the Southwest Pa- 
cific as the “Jungle Skippers,” has 
established a fine record for para- 
trocp drops in the Lae-Nadzab, 
Noemfoor, Tagaytay Ridge and Cor- 
regidor Island campaigns. They 
also evacuate sick and wounded from 
forward areas as well as fly food and 
ammunition to advanced ground 
troops. For work in this theatre 
General “Hap” Arnold recently com- 
mended the unit in his report to con- 


| 
gress. | 

Sgt. Kearns is authorized to wear)| 
the Philippine Liberation ribbon with | 
one battle star and the Asiatic-Pa- | 
cific ribbon with battle stars for the! 
Papuan, New Guinea, Bismark Archi-| 
pelego, Southern Philippines and Lu-| 
zon campaigns. } 

He graduated from Garrett high | 
school and then worked for his fa. 
ther on the farm. The army called! 
him in February, 1942, and he was 
dispatched overseas in December of 
that year. 


FIGHTS IN ITALY 


PVT. GLENN C. SHEETS 


The above picture was taken 
North Africa and was sent by the © ’ 
rett soldier to his parents, Mr? at 4 
Mrs. M. A. Sheets of 114 Wes ‘King 
street. Private Sheets attetie i Car 
rett high school and Price 


to Italy. 


co entering 
the army he was conneécedq with the 
Franks Dry Goods Co. in Fort Wayne, 
in charge of the shoe depanment. He 
was inducted Nov. 6, 1942, arg took his 
basic training at Camp Wheeler, Ga. 
He was in the army a little tess than 
four montns when he was sent over- 
seas. He was in North Africa until 
the early part of May, when ne was 
transferred to the infantry and sent 
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| First Lieutenant and Mrs. Paul C. 
| Brown arrived from Fort McClellan, 


| 
| 
Ala.. Sunday. Lt. Brown is on an 


accrued leave and he will receive 
his discharge from the army Dec. 3. 


Lt. Brown is a son of Mrs. Eda! 
Brown of 800 South Guilford street 
and his wife is a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Ellington of 517 West 
Houston street. | 

Lt. Brown is the wearer of the] 
Combat Infantryman’s badge, Legion | 
of Merit ribbon, the Bronze Star, Pre-, 
Pearl Harbor ribbon and the Buro- 
pean theatre ribbon with four battle 
stars for Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, 
Rome-Arno and Appenine. He was 
the battalion supply officer of the 3rd | 
battalion, 133rd imfantrty, 34th in- 
fantry division of the Fif:h army in 
Italy. 

Paul was graduated from Garrett 
| high school in 1933 and prior to being 
inducted into the army April 7, 1941, 
he was manager of the A. & P. store 
in Kendallville. He received his 
| training at Camp Shelby, Miss., where 
he advanced from the rank of private 
to staff sergeant. He was then rec- 
ommended for officer candidate 
school, receiving his second lieuten- 
ant’s commission at Fort Benning, 
Ga., Aug. 18, 1942. 

Paul ijeft for overseas duty Sept. 
15, 1942, landing in Ireland. He then 
st ed “n England, Africa and Italy, 


lieutenant May 5, 1943, while in Italy. 
He returned to the United States 
| last March 21 and he has been a com- 
; Pany commander at the replacement 
| training center at Fort McClellan. 
| Lt. and Mrs. Brown are looking for' 
|a place to live in Garrett. Their | 
| plans for the future are indefinite. 


He was advanced to the rank of aly. | 
| 


ist LT. PAUE C. BROWN 


LT. BROWN RETURNS 


WINS BRONZE STAR 


With the Fifth Army, Italy—First | 
Lieutenant Paul C. Brown, 610 South 
Cowen street, Garrett, Ind., recently 
was awarded the Bronze Star for 
meritorious service in combat with 
Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark’s 
Fifth Army in Italy. 

During hazardous combat opera, 
tions from September, 1943, to Septem- 
ber, 1944, Brown’s resourcefulness 
and unfailing devotion to duty as a 
battalion supply officer contributed in 
a great measure to the success of the 
operations, the citation with the 
award stated. 

Despite the obstacle created by the 
terrain and weather, the lieutenant 
invariably managed to get the sup- 
plies intact to the companies on the 
line. His initiative, fortitude and 
courage were an inspiration to all who 
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worked with him. 
Brown is in the 133rd infantry regi- 
ment of the 34th “Red Bull” division 


with the Fifth Army. 


His wife, the 


former Georgiana E. Briswold of 517 
East Houston street, Garrett, is super- 
visor of nurses at the Lutheran hospi- 
tal in Fort Wayne. 


LOCAL SOLDIER FIGHTING IN 
ITALY WITH VETERAN UNIT 


With the Fifth Army, Italy—ist Lt. 
Paul C. Brown of 610 South Cowen 
street, Garrett, Ind., battalion staff 
officer, is fighting in Italy with the 
133rd Infantry regiment that has been 
a nightmare to battered German. 
troops throughout the Fifth Army’s 
Italian campaign. 

Overseas nearly three years, the 
133rd regiment of the 34th “Red Bull” 
division has piled up more hours in 
actual combat than many American 
divisions have time overseas. 

The veteran Fifth Army regiment 
first blazed its guns at a cocky enemy 
in the boney mountain ranges of 
‘Tunisia and defeated the Krauts in 
the famous battle for Hill 609. Backed 
from Tunisia to the Arno, the de- 
feat-written faces of retreating Ger- 
man troops are still haunted by the 
Red Bulls who have gored the enemy 
at Cassion, Anzio and in crushing 
drives above Rome. 

With a record of having taken 
every objective assigned to it, the| 
133rd has become one of the most 


decorated units in the Mediterranean 
theatre. Scattered among the fighting 
infantrymen of the unit are two Con- 
gressional Medals of Honor, 19 Dis- 
tinguished Service Crosses, 177 Sil- 
ver Stars for gallantry in action and 
more than 1,500 Purple Heart awards. 

First elements of the 133rd Sailed 
for Ireland in January, 1942, one of 
the first infantry units to go overseas 
in this war. 
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3 Runion Brothers}{in Uniform 


JAMES A. RUNION W. T. 3/ 


PFC. EDWARD O. RUNION 


These three young men serving 
their country are sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles E. Runion of one and a 
half miles northwest of Garrett. 

Edward was graduated from Gar- 
rett high with the class of 1938 and 
he then went to work for the Auburn 
Rubber Corp. At the time he entered 
the military service Dec. 23, 1942, he 
was employed as a machine operator 
at the General Electric Co. in Fort 
Wayne. He was assigned to a tank 
destroyer battalion and he received 
training at Camp Hood, Tex., Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., on maneuvers in 
Tennessee, Camp Atterbury, Ind., 
Camp Grube, Okla., and Camp Swift, 
Tex. He left for overseas duty, land- 
ing at France in September, 1944. He 


Saw action in Belgium and France and 
he is now somewhere in Germany. 
He was formerly with the 643rd tank 
‘deptroyer battalion, 82nd airborne 
division of Hodges’ First Army but he 
is now with the Ninth Army as a 
member of the 83rd division. He is 
the driver of a new five man crew 


and then he was placed:in a ships 
company as a water tender third 
class after having successfully passed 
| certain examinations on boilers. He 
now tends boilers at the camp. His 
wife, the former Wava Miller of Au- 
burn, resides at 407 East Quincy 
street. 

Harry also attended Garrett high 
school and then he became employed 
as a brakeman on the Pennsylvania 
railroad at Fort Wayne. He entered 
the military service Feb. 8, 1945, and 


he is receiving his basic infantry 

| training at Camp Fannin, Tex. He 
|is already the holder of sharpshooter 
medals with rifles, carbines and bazoo- 
kas. 


James attended Garrett high school 
and before he enlisted in the Seabees 
on Nov. 14, 1943, he was a B. & O. 
passenger fireman. He received his 
basic training at Camp Peary, Va., 


”. 


PVT. HARRY C. RUNION 


Brinkman Boys in War 


PVT. PAUL BRINKMAN 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brinkman of 500 
North Randolph street have two sons 
in the service of their country. 

Paul, the younger, is 21 years of age 
and he was graduated from Garrett 
high schoo! with the class of 1942. He 
took a position as fireman with the 
B. & O. railroad and then he entered 
the army at Fort Benjamin Harrison 
in September, 1943. He received his 
basic training at Camp Blanding, Fla., 
and upon completion of the course he 
was transferred to Fort Ord, Calif., 
for embarkation. He left for over- 
seas duty last March, landing at Good 


SGT. CHARLES BRINKMAN 


first day of this year. He has re-, 
turned to his unit, the 32nd infantry | 
division. He is now on patrol duty | 
|on Leyte island. | 

Charles, 26, was graduated ist 
Garrett high school in 1936 and he did | 
odd jobs until becoming a B. & O. 
fireman in 1939. He volunteered for 
service and in January, 1943, he was} 
sent to Camp Claiborne, La., for train- 
ing in a railroad battalion. On Dec. 
7, 1943, he left for overseas, landing 
at Bombay, India, Jan. 4, 1944. He 
then traveled across country to his 
present location, which is 300 miles 


Enough island, near New Guinea. Hej north of Calcutta. He is an engineer 
was later shifted to patrol duty in the|on a railroad which is transporting | 


Dutch East Indies. 
action in the Battle of Leyte and on 
Nov. 22 he was wounded in action, 


He went into/ troops and supplies to the China front. | 


The remainder of the Brinkman 


being shot in the right shoulder. He family is comprised of three daugh- 


received the Purple Heart medal. He | 


was released from the hospital on the 


ters, Juanita, 23, Ruth, 19, and Betty, 
| 17, all of whom live at home. 
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PAUL BRINKMAN, WM. 
-KAIL WAR CASUALTIES 


Another of Garrett’s young men 
has paid the supreme sacrifice for his 
country. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brinkman 
of 500 North Randolph street, Gar- 
Trett, received the following telegram 
Tuesday from the War department: 

“The Secretary of War desires me 
to express his deep regret that your 

son, Pfc. Paul A. Brinkman, was 
killed in action on Luzon March 2, 
1945. _Confirming letter follows.” 
The telegram was signed by the Ad- 
_jutant General. 

According to the last letter re- 
ceived by Mr. and ‘Mrs. Brinkman, 
Paul was on duty on Leyte island. 
However, they had not heard from 
him for a month and they surmised 
that he had gone back into action. He 
was wounded in action last Nov. 22 
in the battle of Leyte, being shot in 
the right shoulder. He was released 
from the hospital Jan 1 and he re- 
turned to his outfit, the 32nd infantry 
division. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart medal. 

Paul was born Nov. 5, 1923, in 
Garrett. He was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school in 1942 and he took 
a position as fireman with the B. & O. 
railroad. He entered the military 
service in September, 1943, receiving 
his training at Camp Blanding, Fla. 
He left for overseas in March, 1944, 
landing at Good Enough island, near 
New Guinea. He later was shifted to 
patrol duty in the Dutch East Indies. 

Surviving besides the parents are 
a brother, who is with a railroad bat-| 
talion located about 300 miles north | 
of Calcutta, India, and whose wife} 
resides at 215 South Walsh ate 
Garrett; three sisters, Juanita, 23, | 
Ruth, 19, and Betty, 17, all at home; 
an aunt, Mrs. Avon Conner of 500 
East King street, Garrett; an uncle, 
John Brinkman of 600 East King 
street, Garrett; and a grandmother, 
Mrs. Anna Gieser, who resides with 
Mrs. Conner. Paul was engaged to 
Miss Beryl Kooken, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Don L, Kooken of Altona. | 


Paul was a member of the Presby- 
terian church and he was its former 
Sunday school superintendent. At 
the time of his induction he had an 
eleven-year perfect attendance rec- 
ord in the Sunday school. 

Auburn Youth Slain H 


Mr. and Mrs. Austin Kail of 915 
East Seventh street, Auburn, received 
a telegram Tuesday advising them of 
the death of a son, Pfc. Wm. E. Kail, 
in the Iwo Jima battte. 

The message came fromm Lt. Gen. 
A. A. Vandergrift of the marine corps 
| and stated that the young soldier was 
killed Mch. 15. 

William was 22 year old. He was 
graduated from Auburn high school 
in 1940 and enlisted in the signal 
corps Aug. 18 of the same year... He 
later transferred to the air corps and 
received his wings as a fiight officer 
in December, 1942. He then served 


as an instructor in aerial gunnery. He; 


secured his release in December, 1943, 
and spent 60 days’ at home. He en- 
listed in the marine corps in Febru- 
ary, 1944. 


In a letter to his girl friend, Miss 
Betty Grimm of Fort Wayne, William 
said he acted as machine gunner on a 
landing barge as the first four waves 
of marines went onto Iwo Jima and 
that he landed with the fifth wave, 
two hours after the attack started. 
He added tha he was busy killing and 
burying Japs. - ’ 

The youth played on the Auburn 
high school football team and reached 
the finals one year in the Golden 
Gloves boxing tournament at Fort 
Wayne. He joined the American 
Legion after being released from the 
air corps. He was a member of the 
Catholic church. Surviving besides 
the parents are one brother, Walter, 
seaman first class, now in the Atlan- 
tic, and a sister, Marilyn, 11, at home. 
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Dean made another telephone call 
Saturday morning to his parents and 
told them he had been on board the 


DEAN SPRINGER Henry Bergh 181 days and was in the 
water 1% hours after the _ ship 
foundered. 

SINKING § HIP Among those rescued was Dean’s 


“buddy,” Howard Weith of North Bal- 
timore, O. : 

Dean was home last June and left 
for sea duty in July. He had been a 
member of the crew of an airplane 
carrier. ’ 

The Henry Bergh was in use as a 
service transport. It was bringing 
home navy personnel from Pacific 
¢heaters of war. Many of the men 
were asleep when the ship struck the 
rocks, piercing the ship’s hull. Res- 
cue operations started immediately 
and proceeded orderly. Some of the 
men, however, were in the water 
more than an hour. Salvage work 
was abandoned when it was deter- 
mined that the vesse] would be bat- 
tered to destruction by heavy seas. 


S/SGT. WILLIAM ORT'S UNIT | 
FIXES 200,000 INSTRUMENTS 


An Air Service Command Depot, 
England—‘The first 100,000 are the 
hardest,” says S/Sgt. William Ort of 
Garrett, Ind., and he ought to know. 

Back in August, he and other sol- 
dier technicians at an Air Service 
Command depot in England smashed a 
world’s record by repairing 100,000 
vitally-needed aircraft flying instru- 
ments in the first seven months of 


DEAN SPRINGER 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Dean Springer, aviation machin- 
ist second class, telephoned from 


San Francisco, Calif., Friday morn- 
ing to inform his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Springer of 520 North 
Peters street, Garrett, that he was 
among 1,000 men rescued from the 
Liberty ship, S.S. Henry Bergh, after 
it went aground in a heavy fog on 
the jagged rocks of the Farallone is- 
lands, 30 miles west of San Fran- 
cisco. 


Dean said he was well, but that 
he lost all his belongings. He was 
not sure whether he would be given 
a leave to return home or not. He 
reported that only two men aboard 
the vessel were hurt and they had 
broken arms. 


1944, 

And now, barely three months later, 
the shop has put out its 200.000th in- 
Strument, a record that experts say 
will stand for years. 

Congratulated by Brig. Gen. Isaac 


|W. Ott, commanding general Base Air 


Depot Area, for his Share in the 
double-world’s-record, Set. Ort said, 
“When we broke the record the first 
time, we promised Ourselves we'd 
keep production way up. Just wait 
till we really get going.” 

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Ort of 419 West King street. | 


RAILROADER CAPTAIN 


CAPT. LEE ROY MAGER 
—Photo by Sheets. 


A son of Mrs. Mary Mager and a 
brother of Mrs. Dale Feick of 401 
South Peters street, Capt. Mager is 
now stationed at Voorheesville, N. Y. 
“Lee,” a native of Garrett, is a gradu- 
ate of St. Joseph’s parochial school 
and Garrett high school and attended 
Purdue university. 

He joined the army in World war 
I shortly before the armistice was 
signed. He later took employment in 
the stores department of the Bailti- 
more and Ohio and went to Willard in 
1922. He has served as assistant 
storekeeper at Cumberland, Wheeling 
and Willard and in January, 1943, 
went to Philadelphia as storekeeper. 

He enlisted in August, 1943, in a 
railroad battalion and was given the 
rank of lieutenant. He took his train- 
ing at Fort Slocum, N. Y., and New 
Orleans. Later he was transferred to 
Marietta, Pa., and is now at H & R 
Point, Base Depot Co. 784, Voorhees- 
ville, N. Y. Capt. Mager’s wife is the 
former Raphael Haveron of Wheeling, 
W. Va., and she and their young daugh- 
ters, Sally and Barbara, are living in 
Willard. 


BOMBER ENGINEER 


S/SGT. LLOYD GAEL 


A recent letter sent by this Garrett 
soldier to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. Gael of East Garrett, advises 
them that he had made two missions 
over Germany, Holland and France. 
He is first engineer on a Liberator, 
one of the heaviest bombers. He 
states that he was in the air eight 
hours and 45 minutes and ‘“‘was sure 
tired when we landed.” He adds, “I 
am feeling fine and be sure and keep 
your chins up and keep writing.” 
Lloyd attended Garrett high school 
and was employed in the office at 
McLaughlin’s garage before he was 
inducted into the army Nov. 9, 1942. 
He received his basic training at 
Gulfport, Miss., and was also in train- 
ing at Laredo, Tex., Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and Kansas City, Mo. He has 
been overseas 15 months and is sta- 
tioned at an air base in England. 
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SOLDIER IMPROVING 


PVT. ORLO J. MYERS 


The wife of this Garrett soldier is 
living with her father, Guy Tooman, 
at Continental, O., for the duration 
and she has received word from the 
war department that her husband, 
who was injured when hit by mortar 
fire in Germany March 20, is making 
normal improvement.. Orlo is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Myers of Al-| 
tona. 


The first report from the war de- 
partment received on April 9 was that 
he had been seriously injured. On 
April 28 his wife received information 
that his left forearm was amputated 
and his right Jeg had been badly 
shattered.. Skin was grafted on the 
leg. A message received May 5, and 
a letter from her husband stated that 
he is making a normal recovery. 


Orlo is a graduate of Auburn high 
school and before entering the armed 
forces May 16, 1944, he was employed 
as a tool and die maker by the Au- 
burn Manufacturing Co. . He received 
his basic training at Camp Jos. T. 
Robinson, Ark., and from there was 
sent to Camp Butner, N. C. He then 
went overseas, landing in France 
Jan. 1. Later he went to Germany 
with the 353rd infantry regiment of 
the 83rd infantry division. 


Pvt. and Mrs. Myers have one 
daughter, Bonnie Marie, aged three 
and.one half years, whe is with her 
mother in Continental. Mrs. Myers 
is the former Audrey Tooman of Con- 
tinental. 


ENSIGN IN NAVY 


ENSIGN HAROLD JAY KAGEY 


After a brief visit with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kagey of 111 South 
Harrison street, Ensign Harold J. 
Kagey has returned to Flint, Mich. 
He was accompanied by his wife, who 
had been making her home with her 
husband’s parents. Harold is almost 
27 years of age, having been born in 
Garrett July 20, 1917. He is a graduate 
of Spencerville high school. In 1941 he 
was graduated from Tri State college 
at Angola, receiving a degree as an 
electrical engigeer, and in June of the 
Same year he was married to Alice V. 
Hart of Spencerville. 

He was employed in the experi- 
mental laboratories of the General 
Electric Co. in Fort Wayne when he 
enlisted in the navy on Nov. 29, 1943, 
and was given a commission as en- 
sign. He took his basic work at Fort 
Schuyler, N. Y., and remained there 
until Feb. 4, when he was transferred 
to Washington, D.C. On March 30 he 
was sent to Flint to attend the General 
Motors Institute. 
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Uverseas Veteran and Bride 


CPL. AND MRS. MAX B. CORRY 


- This young couple, married last| after serving with an engineering 


Sunday in the Garrett Baptist church, 
will return today from a honeymoon 
trip and they plan to go to Willard 
early next week to visit the groom’s 
father, Noble E. Corry, and Mrs. 


unit overseas for 34 months. He has 
a 21 day furlough and his bride plans 
to accompany him to his new base. 
She is the former Loraine Babbitt, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Bab- 


Corry.. The groom recently returned | bitt of 501 North Randolph street. 


WILL BE REASSIGNED 


ROBERT W. PARKER §S 2/C 


After a visit with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Parker of 108 South 
Walsh street, this Garrett sailor will 
leave Wednesday to report at Nor- 
folk, Va., for a new assignment. Rob- 
ert attended Garrett high school and 
was employed by the International 
Harvester Co. in Fort Wayne before 
he joined the navy last May. He was 
sent to Great Lakes for his “boot” 
training and from there was assigned 
to duties at Norfolk, Va. He left for 
sea duty Sept. 11. He was 18 years 
of age last Oct. 10. 


BUSY IN AUSTRALIA 


LT. (J.G.) SAM W. D. JOHNSTON 


This young man is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Buford Johnston of Fort Wayne, 
formerly of Garrett. He is a grandson 
of S. D. Johnston of 125 East King 
street and a nephew of Mrs. Howard 
Schulthess of 1004 South Randolph 
street. 

Sam is a graduate of North Side 
‘high school in Fort Wayne and of 
Indiana university. He received a 
commission as ensign in July, 1942, 
and was later assigned to the Glen-, 
view Naval Air Station, near Chicago. 
After being graduated from the Naval 
Supply Corps School at Harvard in 
September, 1943, he was assigned to 
the Bunker Hill Naval Air Station at 
Peru, Ind., as disbursing officer. He 
was promoted to his present rank at 
a naval supply depot in Australia and 
he is supply officer, navy censor and 
educational director of the base. His 
wife is the former Bette McDonald of 
2602 Eastbrook Drive, Fort Wayne. 


AIRCRAFT MECHANIC 


Deen 


v 
SGT. CECIL A. ROWE 


This Garrett soldier, now serving 
overseas, is the husband of Mrs. 
Evelyn Rowe of 405 Covell street and 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Elza Rowe of 408 
North Walsh street. Prior to his en- 
listment in the army, he was employed 
at the Bueter Chevrolet garage in Fort 
Wayne as a mechanic. He enlisted 
Oct. 12, 1942, and received his basic 
training at Atlantic City, N. J. He 
entered the airplane mechanics’ school 
at Seymour Johnston Field, Goldsboro, 
N. C., and received his diploma from 
that school March 30, 1943. He took 
special training on “props” at Chanute 
Field, |ll., where he received a diploma 
on May 27, 1943. He then was sent 
to Salt Lake City, and from there to 
Geiger Field, Wash. He was later 
transferred to the air base at Rapid 
City, S. D., and is now in England. 
Besides “keeping ‘em flying” he serves 
as assistant aerial gunner. 

His wife and their young son, 
Ramon, live at the Covell street ad- 
dress. Sgt, Rowe has a brother, Virgil 
E. Rowe. better known as “Gene,” who 
is also in the army and ig also in Eng- 
land. 
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| Dale. who had been a staff sergeant, 
HOSPITAL OFFICER Was ware sd a direct commission as 
: second fieutenant in the medical ad- 
ministrative corps by a military re- 
viewing board and was assigned to 
the 13th as receiving and evacuation 
officer and assistant mess officer. 
As such. he is responsible for the ad- 
mission and disposition of hospital 
patients. 

Dale graduated in 1940 from Gar- 
rett high school, where he was prom-| 
inent in athietics. He was on the 
track and basketball teams for four 
years and was captain of the 1940 
basketbal! team, which went to the 
state semi-finals. While in high 
school he was employed at the Super- 
ior Dairy and after graduation took 
employment with the O. |. M. Truck- 
ing Co. in Fort Wayne, where he was 
employed when he was_ inducted. 
His only brother, Cpl. Harley Hart, 
served with the Ninth army in Ger- 
many and is now stationed at Fre- 
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young, Germany. Their parents 
moved to Bear lake from Garrett a! 
year ago. 
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This Garrett soldier, son of Mr. and 
| Mrs. Roy DO. Hart of Bear lake, near 
Albion, formerly of Garrett, is re- 
| ceiving and evacuation officer with | 
, the 13th General hospital at Manila, | 


PFC. ROBERT WEIDEMAN 
WAS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED | 
1 


ie hg He was inducted into the; 
| army in June, 1942, and was sent to! 
i Camp Grant, Ill, for his basic train- . Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weidman of 
ing. Later he went to Camp Jos. (917 South Randolph street received a 


T. Robinson, Ark., where he joined 
his present unit. | 

The 13th General hospital was or- 
ganized in Chicago as the Presby-| 
terian hospital unit and was neti 
wated at Campo Robinson. Most at 
the medical officers, nurses as weil, 
as enlisted men, were either on the 
staff or worked as technicians at the 
Presbyterian hospital before enlist- 
ing. After completing basic train- 
ing in Arkansas, the unit set up and 
Operated a hospital at Spadra, Calif., 
| in the desert training center, and af- 
ter a brief period at Bushnell genera! 
| hospital at Brigham City, Utah, they 
We ant to Sydney and Brisbane, Aus- 
roses Their next stop was Finsch- 
afen, New Guinea, where the unit. 
| first built and then operated 3 hos- | 
dita! for fourteen months. Now the}! 
13th is staging on the Wack Golf 
| course in the suburbs of Manila and! 
will soon become an active part of a| 
erin center, | 


a), 


telegram Tuesday from the war de- 
partment notifying them that their 
son, Pfcc. Robert Weideman, had been 
slightly wounded in action in France. 

Robert was graduated from Garrett | 
high school with the class of 1943 and 
he worked in the maintenance depart- 
ment of the KH. & O. before he entered 
Purdue univrsity the following fall. 
Later he was inducted into the army | 
.and in the fall of last year he was 
sent to France. He is a member of 
the Seventh Army. 
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Bud Miller Tells of Terrible 
Effects of Bombing Germany 


(Letter received from Pyt. Martin 
E. (Bud) Miller by his parents, Mr: 
and Mrs. M. L. Miller, 203 East Hous- 
ton street.) 

Saturday afternoon, June 16, 1945 
Dear Foiks, 

Well, here I am deep in the heart 
of Germany. The name of the TOiInt 
is Marburg, don’t know if it’s shown 
on the map or not. 

We left the camp in Belgium around 
12:30. They took us in trucks to 
Veviers and there we were loaded in 
box ears. 
home I[ will have to ride in box cars 
to feel at ease. We left there around 
4:00 and rode all Wednesday night, 
all day Thursday, Thursday night, 
and Friday until about 8 p. m. They 
didn’t load so many in one box car 
this time, at least I could stretch out 
and sleep. We were supposed to arrive 
Thursday morning or by evening sure. 
Those are the slowest trains I ever 
saw, if they run an hour without 
stopping they are doing good. One 
place we stayed in the yards about 8 
hours. Every depot I’ve been to over 
here is located on top of a mountain. 
We had to walk from the station up 
here to camp. I thought I’d never 
make it up this hill. I was puffing 


like an engine. 
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For once I'm not living in a tent. 
We are living in a place which was 
German army headquarters. There 
are about four large buildings and 
each has four floors. Really nice. 
There is a catch to it though, no beds. 
They haven't enough cots to goa 
around so we are sleeping on the 
floor. It’s not bad though. We have 
inside toilets and showers. I just 
took time out and had a hot shower 
and changed all my clothes, feel right 
well too. The halls in the buildings 
all have German writing on them. 
The German swastika is all over the 
place. They just moved this depot 
up here yesterday before we arrived. 
One building is full of German army 
clothing. They must have pulled out 
of here in a hurry. Some parts of the 
yard are solid rose beds, they are 
really beautiful. There are red, white 
and pink ones. 

The first big German city we came 
to was Aachen. [ remember when 


I was in the hospital at Ft. Riley that 


was the city in the news. A person 
just can’t describe the way that town 


I suppose when I come! 


looked. You would have to see it to 
believe it and then you would wonder 
if you were seeing things. It doesn't 
look like it can ever be rebuilt. There 
are hardly any roofs on the buildings 
and the insides are all burned out. 
Some places, all four walls are still 
standing, but usually two or three 
walls are left. There are big holes 
in the ground where bombs fell. Some 
of the houses that were standing 
have little holes all through them 
where the Améyicans had to shoot 
the Germans out. of the buildings. I 
don’t believe there was a town we 
passed through that part of it wasn’t 
blown up. All of their cities and 
towns looked as if they had been 
modern places. The railroad stations 
and bridges were the most bombed. 
The engines were laying on their 
sides and some were on their backs 
with the wheels in the air. 

tracks were torn and twisted. 


Railway | 
It just | 


doesn’t seem like anything could ever | 


tear things like that. We crossed | 
the Rhine and I think I held my 
breath all the way. I thought sure we 
would crash through. There were 
three bridges across the river for 
trains and two of them were just 
twisted to pieces. All Americans 


should be very thankful that none of | 
ever | 


their homes or cities were 
bombed and in these conditions. 

The country is just like that in the 
States. Part of it is awfully hilly and 
part of it is flat. It looked to me like 
every bit of thesland was used for 
farming, although I don’t know how 
they ever farmed it. Evelyn, you 
remember that steep hill in Akron 
that I always wanted to climb? Well, 
these German people farm land that 
steep. They don’t have any machin-| 
ery to work with, they cut their wheat | 
by hand, all of their wagons are hand | 
made ones. Horses pull the wagons 
but they use cows, regular milk cows 
to do most of the work. I even saw 
a dog pulling a small wagon of straw. 

I don’t know yet how to take these 
people. [ don’t trust any of them. 
Some of them wave and smile at you 
and others just stare, but we aren’t 
allowed to get friendly with any of 
them. 

Well, I think I'll close for today. 
Maybe I'll know more to write about 
tomorrow. Until then, 

YOUR BUD. 
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WALTER A. STOLL 


According to word received from an 
army troop base in the Southwest 
Pacific, Tech. Grade V. Walter A. Stoll, 
son of Fred W. Stoll of 607 South Lee 
street, is a member of the 617th En- 
gineer Base equipment company which 
was recently honored with the pre- 
sentation of a meritorious service unit 
plaque by command of Lt. Gen. Walter 
Krueger, commanding the Sixth army. 


The 617th received the plaque for 
work accomplished during the con- 
struction of three airdromes, vital to 
the prosecution of the Allied offensive 
in the Southwest Pacific. By exten- 
sive clearing of dense cocoanut groves 
and skillful soil stabilization, they 
surfaced runways with coral and pre- 
pared one strip for operational use 
within 23. days.. During the assault | 
phase on another island, they quickly | 
cleared access roads and dispersal 
areas for supplies and equipment and 
expanded and improved the airfield 
for air support units. They frequently 
were forced to maintain their own 
perimeter defense against the rem- 
nants of a harassing Japanese force. 
In another instance. subjected to re- 
current enemy air _ attacks, they | 
wrested an airfield from virgin jungle 
and cocoanut plantations in 15 days... 
Despite shortage of personnel, equip- 
ment and supplies, and unrelieved 
work for a five-month period ander 
most adverse tropical conditions, the 
617th maintained unsurpassed stand- 
ards in discipline, eee and de- 
votion to duty. : 


Cpl. Stoll, a welder in the outfit, 
was inducted into the army in April, 
1941, and has been overseas since 
November, 1943. He has participated 
in many actions and is authorized to 
wear the Good Conduct medal and the 
Asiatic-Pacific theatre ribbons. 


LT. CAMERON PARKS !S 
RETURNING FROM PACIFIC 


Lt. Cameron Parks arrived Wednes- 
day morning in Chicago, where he 


met his wife, 


South Walsh street. 


who resides at 400 
They will re 


main in Chicago three or four days 
and then will come to Garrett. 
_ Lt. Parks has been stationed in the 


Ulithi islands, 


the Western Carolina 
in the South Pacific. 
overseas more than two years and 


which are a part of 
island group | 
He has been 


he was in charge of shore patrol on 


the island. 


Lt. Parks volunteered for service 
and he was called for duty in Febru- 


ary, 1943. 


ing at Tucson, Ariz. 


He received his train- 


Lt. Parks is 


on leave of absence from Garrett 


high school, 
coach 
rector. 


where he was athletic 
and physical 
His future assignment by 


education di- 


the navy is unknown. 
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Garreit Lieutenant, Kosciusko 


Co. Sergeant Killed in Europe 


(Special to The News-Sentinel) 

GARRETT, Feb. 1.—Lt. Berwyn 
E. Brown, 28, a Garrett veteran of 
the North African and European 
campaigns was killed in action 
Jan. 12 in Italy. A telegram was 
received in Garrett Monday by his 
wife, Mrs. Alice Myrtle Brown. 

Lieutenant Brown left for over- 
Seas in April, 1943, and following 
the campaign in North Africa took 
part in the invasion of Sicily and 
then of Italy. The last letter re- 
ceived from him was dated Jan. 7. 

Lieutenant Brown was born in 
Garrett and graduated from the 
Garrett High School in 1933. He at- 
tended Purdue University and was 
graduated from a course in phar- 
macy In 1937. While at Purdue he 
was a member of the ROTC and 
was given the rank of second lieu- 
tenant in the reserves. He then 
took employment with the Upjohn 
Company at Kalamazoo. He and 
Miss Alice Thomas were married 
at Kalamazoo in 1941. 

He was assigned to the chemical 
warfare branch of the Army upon 
entering as @ first lieutenant. He Lt. Berwyn E. Brown 
received training at Camp Livings- 
ton, La., Edgewood Arsenal, Md., 
and Fort Bliss, Tex. 

He is survived by his wife, a 
daughter, Margaret Ann; his par- | 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Brown, of AN Hater, 

Garrett, and a sister, Miss Dorothy | 


Brown, . Wright Field, Dayton, O PURPLE HEART FOR 
LT. BERWYN BROWN 
Sree ag aS SSR WT GH 


Lt. Brown has been aw 
ple Heart posthumous] 
merit and w 
resulting in 
e128 

Mrs. Brow i 
Certificaie a ee Hamucnne 
formation contained therein and a 
Suitable note of sympathy from th 
chief of staff, General Marshall. y 

Lt. Brown Was a son of Mr. and 


Mrs) wy, Brown 5 
, of 50 t 
Street, Garrett, Sc araspannis 


arded the Pur. 


y, for military 
ounds received in action 


his death in Italy Jan. 


large 
the military in- 
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Garrett Sailor on Famed Battleship Missouri 


Among the sailors on the USS Mis- 
souri, the mighty battleship on 
which the unconditional surrender of 
j the Japs will take place in Tokyo bay 
next Sunday, is Donald R. McClish 
of 708 South Guilford street, Garrett. 
It is likely that the crew of the ship 
| wil witness the historic event. 
Petty Officer McClish is a veter- 
jan of the Pacific war and has been 
Pe member of the crew of the Mis- 
| souri ever since it was commissioned. 
His wife is Mrs. Virginia MeClish 


and their children are Sandra Kay, 
3, and Donald Ray McClish, Jr., 2. 
Mrs. McClish is a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott Malcolm of one mile 
south of Garrett, while her husband's 
parents live three miles north of 
Wegeceen: The sanlor “was a BY & 0: 
fireman before he entered the navy. 

The Missouri was named by Gen- 
eral of the Army Douglas MacArthur, 
supreme Allied commander, as the 
locale of the forma] ending of the 
war with the Japs. Fleet Admiral 


Chester W. Nimitz, commander-in- 
chief of the U. S. Pacific fleet and 
Pacific Ocean Areas, will sign for the 
United States and Genera] MacAr- 
thur for the Allied forces. 

Bearing the name of the home 
state of President Truman, the Mis- 
souri was launched Jan. 29, 1944, at 
the New York navy yard, It is re- 
ported to have had two narrow es- 
capes from Jap suicide planes. 
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Flying Army Doctor Brings 


Home ETO Ribbon, 6 Stars 


CAPT. R. A. NASON 


One of Garrett's doctors serving 
his country is Capt. R. A. Nason of 
123 Bast King street, who is now at 
home on a 30-day leave visiting his 
wife and two children. He reports 
'at Seymour Johnson Field, N. C., on 
| Sept. 19 and although he has 120 
| service points to his credit he does 
not know if he will receive a dis- 
relia 
| Capt. Nason is flight surgeon for the 
| 409th bomb group and the entire 
| group was shipped back to the United 
States for redeployment to the Pa- 
cific to fight the Japs. The boat 
the men were traveling on was 200 
miles off the shore of New York when 
word was received that Japan had 
surrendered. 


Capt. Nason on May 22, 1942, en- 
tered the medical corps of the air 


corps. He was sworn in at Fort 
Wayne June 3 and given his first 
lieutenant’s commission. He re- 


ported to Truax Field, Madison, Wis., 
June 27, where he took a six months’ 
indoctrination course in army medi- 
eal procedure. He states that all| 
surgery is done under spinal anes-| 


thetic as when working in the field 
spinal anesthetic is much quicker and 
safer, and it doesn’t require any elab- 
orate equipment as does ether or 
other anesthetics. Capt. Nason did 
(considerable surgery at Truax field, 
and at the same time he was given | 
a ten weeks’ concentrated course in, 
Spanish. At that time it was thought | 
that some flight surgeons would be, 
sent for duty in South America. 


The local doctor was sent to Ran- 
dolph Field, San Antonio, Tex., in 
January, 1943, to flight surgeon’s 
schoo] for a twelve weeks’ course in 
special air corps medical training. 
| Here he was given instruction in all 
the medical phases of how to take care 
of air crews and ground crews of a 
/combat squadron; how to analyze 
and evaluate the efficiency of flying 
personnel. In April of that year he 
was assigned as flight surgeon of the 
46th bomb group at Will Rogers 
Field, Okla., where he was in charge 
of the medical care of about 500 men 
who were in training for combat. 
Capt. Nason had eight men assisting 
him in this work and it was his re- 
sponsibility to determine whether or 
not a man was fit for combat duty. 


Lands in England 


Capt. Nason was promoted to the 
|rank of captain in August, 1943, and 
assigned to Original Cadre, which is 
the key personnel group that orga-| 


/nizes a combat squadron. The Ori-| 


_ ginal Cadre was sent to Orlando, Fla., | 
for further specialized training and| 
' then it returned to Will Rogers Field | 
'to form the 409th bomb squadron. 
|The men were chosen from the re 
| placements on hand af the field and! 
| then the squadron began its training 
at various fields throughout the coun- 
‘try, including those at Woodward, 


continved 
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Nason, Cont: 

Okla., Tyler, Tex., and DeRidder, La. 
The 409th left for England Feb. 26, 

1944, and it was assigned a base 10- 

cated near Cambridge. The squadron 

was using A-20s, Havocs, which are a 


Transfers to France 


The 409th was transferred in Sep- | 
tember, 1944, to an air field at Bre-' 
tigny, France, which is about 15 miles , 
south of Paris. It was here that Capt. 


light bomber carrying 4,000 pounds of 

|bombs. The planes fly at a medium 
altitude and the squadron’s chief job 
was close support of ground troops 
and the bombing of strategic targets 
behind the enemy lines, such as am- 
munition and gasoline dumps, rail- 
roads and other routes of supplies. 


Capt. Nason states that one of the 
first targets that the 409th went after 
were the V-bomb launching ramps 
located along the coast line facing 
England. Capt. Nason saw one of 
these V-bombs. It passed over his 
head at an altitude of about only 
| fifty feet. “The engine in the bomb 
'was still running so we didn’t worry 
j about it,’ he says. } 

While based in England the 409th’s 
air strip was bombed several times 
by the Germans. One time a German 
Ju 88 bomber was knocked down by 
an English Mosquito fighter plane 
right over the field. The crew bailed 
out and the German pilot came down 
right next to the M. P. guarding th> 
main gate of the field. The pilot 
broke his ankle in landing and Capt. 
(Nason treated him. Capt. Nason 
says the pilot was very confident at 
this time that Germany would win the 
war. 


—— 


| Capt. Nason was present at the | 
_briefings of all crews so as to make | 
sure that all of the men were physi- | 
cally fit to fly. Consequently, he; 
Knew at all times what the targets | 

would be. The oldest man in the 
squadron on flying duty was only 28 
and Capt. Nason states all of the men 
were a happy-go-lucky group of fine 

fellows. 

When conditions were at their 
worst in England some of the men 
were flying as many as three missions 
ae days Headquarters would call 
stating it wanted so many planes over 
a certain target at a certain time 
and that many planes had to be there 
no matter how many missions had 
been previously flown. ‘The timing 
of these missions was marvelous,” 
says Capt. Nason. “The men had to 
‘be over their targets within ten sec-} 
-onds of the designated time or else | 
serious accidents might occur with! 
other squadrons that were coming in | 
to bomb the same target.” 
| 


| Nason began going on missions with 


bat conditions and their effect on the 
men. He has been awarded the Air 


/ the men in order to study actual oa) 
| 
| 


least five combat missions. 


The 409th was now flying A-26 
planes instead of A-20s. The A-26 is 
; much faster, having a cruising speed 
,in excess of 200 miles an hour, and 
| it has tremendous fire power. The 
A-26 has 18 guns firing forward. 
Se Garnke fighter planes never both- 
| ered us,” says Capt. Nason, “because 
| our planes were too fast and in a 
| group we had so much fire power that 
it wasn’t healthy for anything to at- 
|tack us. Of course we were always 
» subject to flak. 


“We found the German airmen fair 
in their tactics. There were certain 
codes of fair play in this war just as 
there were in World war No. 1. For 
instance, there is one unwritten 
agreement that if a -pilot sees that 
he hasn’t a chance against superior 
forces he may surrender by letting 
the wheels down of his plane. If a 
German pilot indicates his surrender 
in this manner, he is then no longer 
fired upon and he is escorted back to 

7an Allied base by one or two of our 
planes as a prisoner. The same thing 
worked if an Allied airman wished to 


| 
| Medal, denoting that he flew on at 
| 
| 
| 


surrender. | 


“We never had any reports of our 
| airmen having trouble with the regu- 
‘lar German army or with the air 
corps when they had to ‘hit the silk’ | 
ee land behind enemy lines. They 
| report that they received good treat-' 
{ment except that the food was bad. | 

However, we did have men badly! 
treated and even shot when they 
were caught by SS troops or by | 
man civilians and children. I think 
the German children were the worst. 
Every one of them seemed to have a 
gun and they would even fire at our, 
airmen as they were floating to the 


ground, , 


Conti nueck 


‘ 
j 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Nason, Cont . 


“AS our base was located only a| 
{ Short distance from Paris we took all 
| of our hospital cases to the general 
Pineuligl there. Paris is the most 
beautiful city I have ever seen. We 
| didn't spend much time there though 
because everything was so expensive. 
The black market was rampant. 
Sandwiches cost $2.50, cigarettes 
were $2 a package and a bottle of 
{ champagne sold for $18. Legitimate 
‘restaurants were declared  out-of- 
bounds to the service men because 
| the French people were starving and 
Kine restaurants didn’t have enough 
| food to feed the civilians. 

Closer to Front Lines 

“Our base was again moved closer 
to the front lines and this time we 
were located near Laon, which is not 
far from Rheims. Laon is a famous 
mani So! eet ee Be, BS ep 


historical French town and it was 
practically in ruins. The Allies had 
bombed it and then when it was at- 


‘tacked by our infantry the Germans 


tried to make a stand there. 

“We were at Laon when the war in 
Europe ended. There was not a 
great deal of celebration when the 


‘announcement was made as we had 


| 
| 


been expecting it for several days.” 

Besides being ‘awarded the ‘Air 
Medal, Capt. Nason also has the 
European Theatre of Operations rib- 
bon with six battle stars for Pre-In- 
vasion, Battle of Normandy, the Bulge, 
Ardennes, Invasion of Germany and 


the Battle of Central Germany. He 
brought home with him some excel- 
lent aerial combat photographs and 
many souvenirs, including German 
Luger and P-38 pistols. i 

Capt. Nason states that he hopes 
that he will receive his discharge 


‘from the service when he reports to 


Seymour Johnson field. He plans to 
return immediately to Garrett ‘to 
practice medicine and surgery. 


“DONALD DAME HELPS CONQUER 
JAPS FORTIFIED IN SCHOOL 


With che 24th Infantry Division in 


the P' i, sines—Blasting 20 Japanese 
out ~i * ‘heavily fortified cement 


schoolhouse in the Philippines was 
the problem of Private Donald E 
Dame of 700 East King street, Garrett, 
Ind., and his buddies of “K” Company 
of this Victory division's fighting 21st 
infantry regiment. 

Attacking the enemy stronghold, 
the slugging infantrymen met gun 
fire. When the company’s mortars 
and machine guns failed to drive the 
Nips out of their emplacements, Dame 
and his buddies crept forward and 
pinned the enemy down with such ac- 
curate shooting that flamethrower 
crews were enabled to close in and 
burn out the Japs. 

“It was a tough job but I knew that 
| they couldn’t stop us forever,” stated 
/ Infantryman Dame. 


COLLINS REDMOND, PETTY 
OFFICER, HAS BONES BROKEN 


Mr. and Mrs. B. M. Redmond of 6012 
East Quincy street, Garrett, have re- 
ceived word that one of their three 
sons in the armed services, Gollins, a 
petty officer in the navy, was injured 
seriously, having his left arm, right 
wrist and right hand broken and his 
head lacerated. 2 

Collins is 20 years old and has been 
in the navy a year and a half. He 
was on duty with an armed guard 
unit. How he was hurt is not known 
by his parents. He reached New York 
‘on board a British hospital ship and 
is now a patient at the armed guard 
center hospital in Brooklyn. 

Collins telephoned to his parentg 
‘Thursday night and again Sunday. 
He said Sunday that he is getting 
along all right and that he hopes ta 
come home in about two weeks. 


Pah bee 


Qa rss 


Now. A’ CORPORAL 


as anh 
toe ERANGISg ON Meoot! 


This ‘young chap left Garrett with a 
group of selectees in April, 1940. After 
having been inducted-.into the army at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison he was sent 


to Camp San tale tS: and As still’ 


there. 

He was born in Garrett and {ater his | 
parents, Mr. and: Mrs.’ Walter 
Januseski, moved to Chicago. He-was 


graduated from a parochial school in 
that city and then returned to Garrett 
to make his home with his uncle and 
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Wilondek of 
208 Hamsher street. 

Prior to his entrance into the armed 
forces; Francis-.was employed in the 
maintenance of Way department of the 
‘Baltimore and Ohio. He has a brother, 
Sylvester Januseski, living in Chicago, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Frank. Bonkoski of 
208 South Johnson street? are an uncle 
and aunt.. 


Corp. ‘Januseski is a member of 
Company K, 152nd Infantry. Mr. Wilon- 
dek, a World war veteran, was also 
stationed at Camp Shelby for training 
during World war No. 1. 
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SERGN'T YANUSZESKI 


ALEXANDER YANUSZESKI © 


The above picture of Alexander 
jYanuszeski was taken recently at the 
Will Rogers field, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., where he has been stationed 
since June, 1941. He was promoted to 
the rank of sergeant on February 2. 

Alexander is 4 son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent Yanuszeski of Altona. He 
was graduated from Garrett high | 
school in 1939 and while in school took 
an active part in the Drama and 
Future Farmers clubs. In the follow- 
ing fall he entered LaSalle Extension 
college in Detroit, remaining there 
for a year. He enlisted in the armed 
forces at Bowman field, Ky., June 15, 
1941, and a week later was sent to: 
Will Rogers field. He will observe 
his twenty-firs, birthday on Sept. 23 
of this year. ~ 


CITED FOR MERIT 


S/SGT. ALEXANDER D. 
YANUSZESKI 


This DeKalb county youth is a 
memoper of a squadron that has been 
awarded the Meritorious Service 
plaque. This information has been re- 
ceived by The Clipper from the Fif- 
jteenth Air Force Service Command in 
|italy. The award was for meritorious 
_and outsanding service in support of 
\combat operations. This unit is one 
|Of many similar organizations engaged 
jin supplying and repairing combat 
aircraft in the field... The squadron 
|}has been actively engaged in support 
of combat operations over European 
jand Mediterranean targets since July, 
1942, and is one of the first service 
|squadrons to go overseas. Alex was a 
member of the 1939 class of Garrett 
high school and is one of 20 members 
of that class now serving with the 
armed forces. Following his gradua- 
jtion he attended the LaSalle Extension 
college in Detroit and remained there 
until 
|Ky., June 15, 1941.. A week later he 
was sent to Will Rogers Field, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. He has been over- 
seas 32 months. He is a son of Mr. 
land Mrs. Vincent Yanuszeski of Al- 
tona. 


he enlisted at Bowman Field,; 


AIR WAR VETERAw 


$/SGT, LLOYD J. C. GAEL 


Home from England on furlough 
after completing 34 missions, this 
youth is a son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. 
Gael of East Garrett and is now at 
Miami Beach, Fla. awaiting a new 
assignment. 

Lloyd was first engineer on a B-24 
Liberator and ais» upper turret gun- 
ner. Last March he wrote that he was 
in the air eight hours and 45 minutes 
and “‘was sure tired’ when he landed. 
He attended Garrett high school and 
was employed in the office of the Mc- 
Laughlin garage before he was _ in- 
ducted into the army Nov. 9, 1942. 
He received his basic training at Gulf- 
port, Miss., and was also in training 
at Laredo, Tex., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
and Kansas City, Mo. He went over- 
seas in the spring of 1943. For his 
part in combat duty he has been 
awarded the Air Medal 
tinguished Flying Cross with three 


oak leaf clusters, “for warding off 
enemy planes, for coolness, courage 
and skili.” 


During his 34 missions over enemy 
Occupied territory, he flew over 
France, Belgium, Holland and Ger- 


for a major battle and one for inva- 
sion day, his plane being the eigh- 
teenth to cross the English channel to 


France. His ambition now is to take 
pilot training. 5 
TEA ar COE TILEY TS SER Te 


| 


and the Dis- | 


many and was awarded two stars, one | 
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JOHN WESLEY DEETZ 


The name of John Wesley Deet 


SGT. MARION A. DREIBELBIS son of Mr. and Mrs, Jay Deetz of 7] 
Now stationed in Bremen, Germany, East Seventh street, Auburn was i 
this Garrett soldier has been in the cluded in a list of Indiana’s war de 
army since October 16, 1943. He is released Tuesday by the War Depar 
the husband of the former Jeannette ment. The Auburn youth’s death wi 


Thibault, who lives at 516 North 
Cowen street. Sgt. Dreibelbis was in- 
ducted into the military forces at Fort 


the first in this community to resu 
from the war. 


Benjamin Harrison and was sent to John enlisted in the navy durir 
Camp Planche, La., for his basic his second year of high school at tt 
training. He also took training at age of 17. When he reached the ag 
, Camp Sam Houston and San Antonio, of 21 he re-enlisted for two yea 
Tex., and Fort Benning, Ga. He was. and was in his fifth year of servi: 
assigned to duties with the 722nd, at the time of his death. He was 
Railway Operating Battalion and left, gunners’ mate, third class. 

| for overseas Aug. 8, 1944, landing in! His parents received word last De 
England. He was also in France and | 16 that he had been wounded in tl 
Belgium. Before joining the army, line of duty, and no more was hea) 
Marion was employed as a freight for several weeks. Then came wo} 
conductor by the Baltimore and Ohio. that there was no trace of the you! 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Alton in any of the military hospitals a1 
Dreibeibis of 506 North Randokph that he had been declared ‘‘official 


street. : missing.”’ 


MEDICAL TECHNICIAN 


CPL. WM. F. WEST 


—Photo by Sheets. 


The subject of today’s sketch has 
returned to his post after a visit with 
his mother, Mrs C. H. Garver, and 
Mr. Garver of 110 Britton street and 
other Garrett relatives, “Bill” is a 
graduate of Auburn high school and 
has been in the service of Uncle Sam 
for-i5 months. Prior to his induction 
in April, 1942, he was employed at the 
P.& H..Supply Co.. in Fort Wayne. 
After entering the service at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison he Was assigned to 
the 64th medical regiment at Camp 
Bowie, Tex. After three months’ basic 
training he was sent to Fort Sam 
Houston, Tex., to attend the school for 
medical technicians. Following this 
course he returned to Camp Bowie for 
duty in dispensaries. He recently was 
transferred from the 64th medical reg- 
iment to the 751st field artillery dis- 
pensary. 


AiR FORCE OFFICER 


LT. GORDON W. ODELL 


First Lieutenant Gordon W. Odell, 
pilot of the troop carrier command 
and operations officer of the 80th 
Squadron now located at Baer Field, 
is making his temporary home in Gar- 
ae ee 

Lt. Odell formerly lived in this city, 
graduating from Garrett high school 
with the class of 1935. His father, Rev. 
H. C. Odell, was pastor of the First 
Baptist church at that time. 

After graduating from high school, 
Gordon attended Purdue university. 
He entered flying school at Coleman, 
Texas, in 1941, continuing his training 
at San Angelo and Lubbock, Téxas, 
and receiving his wings in May, “1942. 
Since that time he has been stationed 
at various fields in the middle west, 
recently graduating from the Air Force 
Tactical School at Orlando, Fla. 
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ARMY TECHNICIAN 


Se eer ya etn ED 


TECH. 5-C CHAS. VIRDEN 


After a furlough spent at his home, 
805 South Ijams street, Technical Fifth 
Class Chas. Virden, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Virden, left today to re- 
turn to Camp Robinson, Ark. He is a 
graduate of St. Joseph’s. parochial 
school and has been a member of 
Uncle Sam’s fighting. forces seven 
months. He was sent to Camp Perry, 
O., for induction and from there was 
transferred to Camp Blanding, Fla., 
where he took. special training for 
four and a half months. He was then 
assigned to duties at Camp Robinson 
and is a member of the quartermaster 
66th..company.. Before entering the 
army he was employed by the Modern 
Fixture Co., operated by D. L. Haffner. 

Charles has a brother who was re- 
cently inducted and he has been trans- 
ferred from Fort Benjamin Harrison 
to the 39th signal construction battal- 
ion at Camp Swift, Tex! 


WITH. U.S. FLAG 


eS 


SERGEANT, BERNARD C. HOLMES 
halt ‘ Photo by Sheets. 


A former Garrett young man who - 


looks like he can take care of himself 
in the army is ‘*ernard C. Holmes of 
Mason, Mich. ; 

Bernard is a son of Mrs. Ethel 
Holmes of 301 South Johnson street 
and a brother of Mrs. H. H. Wilfong of 
517 South Cowen street, and Mrs. Rus- 
sell Kugler of 301 South Johnson 
street. In his boyhood he attended the 
Garrett public schools and then went 
to Mason to live with a brother, Glenn. 
He was graduated from Mason” high 
school in 1937 and afterward was em- 
ployed, at the Oldsmobile plant, Lans- 
ing, Mich. 

Bernard enlisted in the army twen- 
ty months ago and was sent to Fort 
Sheridan, Ill., for training. He is now 
a sergeant in the corps area service 
unit, ,He was here recently on a visit 
and then left for Indiantown Gap, Pa. 

Sergeant Holmes was married last 
October to May Bird of Mason. She 
lived near Fort Sheridan while he was 
located there, but now is at Mason. 


PVT. CHAS. 


L. VIRDEN 


MISSING IN GERMANY 


Mr. and Mrs. John Virden of 805 
South Ijams street have received 
word from the war department that 
their son, Pvt. Charles L. Virden, is 


missing in action in Germany since | 


Dec. 1. 

Charles landed in England last Sep- 
tember and from there he went to 
Belgium and then Germany. He had 
been in Germany about six weeks. 
The last letter Mr. and Mrs. Virden re- 
cived from him wr; dated Nov. 25 and 
it Was written on German paper, 
which he said he had found in one of 
the empty houses. He further stated 
that he was writing the letter by 
candlelight and a lantern. He said 
he hadn't heard any of the latest news, 
he felt fine except for a cold, there 
was mud everywhere six inches deep, 
that they had captured a German 
colonel who seemed to think the war 
would soon be over, he wanted The 
Clipper sent to his new address and 
that his parents should say hello to 
211 the neighbors for him. 

Charles attended St. Joseph’s paro- 
chial school and he entered the army 
in February, 1942, when he was 18 
years of age. He was inducted at 
Camp Perry, O., and received his 
training at Camp Blanding, Fla., and 
at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Ark., 
the latter place being where he was 
given the rating of technician fifth 
class and assigned to 66th Panther 
{Division of the Quartermaster Corps 
s a truck driver. He gave up his 


PVT. CHARLES L. VIRDEN 


rating and asked for a transfer from 
his outfit in order to go overseas. 
The Garrett soldier has two broth- 
ers in the service: Pvt. James Virden 
is with the army in Holland and Pvt. 
Chris Virden is a marine in the South 
Pacific. There are two other broth- 
ers, Joseph and John, and three sis- 
ters, Mildred, Joann and Ruth Ann, 


all of whom live at home. 
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CHRIS VIRDEN WRITES— 
_ FIGHTING JAPS IS TOUGH 


| Pvt. Chris E. Virden, USMC, whose 
wife, the former Zella Pulver, and 
_three children live at Cedar, has 
written some interesting letters re-| 
garding life and death on Okinawa. 
|'He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. John Vir- 
den of 805 South Ijams street, Gar- 
rett. 


| Pyt. Virden was inducted into the! 
Marines May 10, 1944, and he was 
‘sent to San Diego, Calif., for his 
“boot” training. He left for overseas. 
|duty last September and he received 
|the balance of his training in the 
Russell and Solomon islands and at 
,Guadalcanal. His first action was 
when he took part in the invasion of 
Okinawa, going in with the marines. 
His letters follow, in part: 


| “It is now about 7 a.m. Okinawa 
_time. The flies have just_relieved the 
‘Mosquitoes for the day. I haven’t 
been to bed yet. I had watch from 10 
‘to 12 last night and it was so stuffy 
and hot and the mosquitoes never let 
up. I give a pint of blood each day 
for their benefit. I stayed up and 
‘talked to the other guard until it 
was light so we could have a fire 
and I boiled a can of coffee and 
‘cooked breakfast for six of us. So 
‘now I am ready to hit the sack and 
| try to battle it out with the flies. 


“T never saw so many flies in my 
life. There are about six different 
‘races. One of them bites and draws 
‘blood sometimes. But the worst are 
the big green blowflies. They are as 
'big as horseflies. They eat on dead 
Japs until they smell your food and 
‘then they land right in it. That’s | 
when I quit eating. 

“We were relieved from the front, 
lines for two days for a rest. We all 
certainly needed it. I don’t think we 
' will have to go back into the lines 
unless it gets too bad. We are not in, 
any shape to do any more fighting | 
right now. We have been on this is-! 
land about fifty days. I’m sure get- 
ting enough of it. Our battalion was 
in the first assault waves that landed. 
There were no Japs when we hit the 
beach. The Navy was shelling over 
our heads and planes were bombing 
and strafing. You couldn’t hear your-: 
self think. 


“The island is pretty and there is a 
sea wall around it. All of the ground | 
is broken up into small patches from | 
10 to 100 feet square and there is a! 
ditch around each little square. They | 
raise many things on the island, in-| 
cluding sweet potatoes, sugar eaned 
cabbage and rice. All work is done by! 
hand, such as plowing, gathering the | 
crop and milling. I saw one old man} 
who was too old and weak to swing! 
a hoe and he was cultivating a patch! 
of ground with a butcher knife. They | 
dig up a row of potatoes one day and 
replant the soil the next day. 

Natives Are Filthy 


“The Okinawa people are filthy 
and so are their houses. They are 
supposed to be a low class of ae 
ese people. The only men left here.) 
are past 60 or under 14 years of age. 

“We were on the island three days 
before we ran into the Nips. There 
| weren’t many of them but we couldn’t 
|see them. They were hiding in caves 
'so well camouflaged you couldn’t see 
ithem and just a few of them really 
‘ean raise a lot of hell. They held us 
‘up one day and we walked over them 
and into another bunch the next day. 

“You remember that fellow I wrote 
you about who is from Waukegan? 
He was one of the fellows who were 
hit. How he ever lived, I don’t know. 
We were carrying one man out and he 
was in front of me. He was hit above 
his right eye and the bullet came 
out his lower left jaw. I helped carry 
him out. It took us nearly two hours 
to get him back to plasma and a doc- 
tor. The next morning he was able to 
smoke a cigarette and he said he was 
feeling pretty good. 

“You probably have read where 
€00 Japs tried to make a landing be- 
hind our lines. We were on the beach 
where they landed. They had about 
100 feet or so of sand and coral reef 
to travel through and there wasn’t 
half a dozen of them who made the 
shore. Only one of our men was 
wounded and he only got a scratch. 

“T don’t know how many days we 
were up in the front lines, but every 
day we were there seemed an eternity 
‘ot hell. As I said before, these Japs 
are all dug in the hillsides and it’s 
‘just one ridge after another. They dig 
‘these caves that I know they must | 
‘have spent half their life digging. 


Continved 
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NNT OST. Cont. 
| “Bombing, strafing and artillery | 
| don’t bother them so we have to blow 
| them out or burn them out with flame 
throwers. It cost us a heavy price to 
reo it. A Jap won’t give up even 
| though he knows he is whipped. They 
j will stay and fight until the last one 
‘is dead. Sometimes they kill them- | 
selves if they see you are going to. 
| get them. Sometimes you have to pass 
;one up that you can’t find and he 
| keeps sniping at you. They are the 
{ones who are damned nuisances. 
| Every time you stick your head up or 
gc over a ridge you don’t know which 
| way to duck because you don’t know 
where the last bullet came from. 
“The thing that bothers me most is 
Jap artillery and mortar fire. I have 
‘had big pieces of shrapnel land right 
in the foxhole with me and they are 
|so hot you can’t touch them for 10 or 
15 minutes. It’s funny, all the things 
that come into a man’s mind in times 
like this, You never realized you did 
|so many things in so short a lifetime. 
“We always seem to have a little 
spirit left somewhere, though, no 


| 


{ 


|matter how tough it gets. There’s a 
laugh in somebody. Like when it’s 
raining and we are wet and cold, | 
sleeping in a muddy hole, you’ll al- 
Ways hear guys here and there'| 
singing or telling jokes. Then some-| 
body else will come up and start talk- 
ing about a nice cozy room with a} 
fireplace and sleeping between two 
sheets. Then somebody else hag to. 
talk about big steaks and French fries. 
and big mugs of ice cold beer. It 
| really will be etapa when we do 
get home. 


| Expects Bronze Star Award 


“TI was transferred a few days ago 
from stretcher bearer to runner. It 
is a lot easier. My company command- 
er told me this morning that I and 
another fellow who had a stretcher 
j are being recommended for the 
Bronze Star. It hasn’t gone through 
| officially, but I’m hoping it does. We 
sure worked for it. I lost three men 
from my team and the other fellow 
lost two. There are only four men to 
a team. 


“T found out just last night I’ve 
been sleeping for a week with a guy 
who was grandma’s iceman for years 
‘in Fort Wayne. Oh yes, Ernie Pyle 
landed here with our division. Every- 
lone liked him so well. He was killed 
‘just off shore on another small is- 


‘land.’* 


i The following is another letter 
‘from Pvt. Virden: 

; “I don’t think you need worry a- 
‘bout me any more, as I think the 
worst is over, for some of us anyway. 
God certainly hag been with me all 
‘the way. So far I haven’t gotten a 


scratch. I got my shoe nicked and. 


the sleeve on my elbow. We just 


came off the lines yesterday for a/| 
rest, though you can’t sleep much’ 
from the noise o£ the guns and the) 


bombs and shell§ bursting. 
Lost Lot of Buddies 
“TI lost a lot of buddies, some of 


them I’ll perhaps see again. Onell 


young kid I liked awfully well always 
told me he wanted to come up and 
stay with us a while after the war. 
He is from Texas. He was hit twice 
in the same arm. I don’t know if he 
jlost it or not. I carried him off the 
‘field and while bringing him out they 
got him again in the leg. He passed 
out while I was bandaging his leg. 
The last thing he told me was that 
he would be up to see us. I’m sure he 
will. 

“T had quite a job trying to trace 
the Dannenberg boy. (S/Sgt. Delbert 
J. Dannenberg, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Dannenberg of just east of Gar- 
rett, died of his wounds April 7 on 
Okinawa.) It didn’t say what outfit 
he was with. A fellow here in my 
company has a brother who knew him 
and they were in the same outfit and 
he told me where I could find his 
grave. As soon as I get the opportu- 
nity I’ll go see it and write his 
people. 

“I’m sending some of my souvenirs 
home pretty soon. My saber is on its 
way now. I’m also sending my rifle.” 

A brother, Pvt. Charles L. Virden, 
was killed in action in Germany. An- 
other brother, Pfc. James R. Virden, 
is with the Ninth army in Germany. 
He visited his brother’s grave. 
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Local Soldier and Baby Daughter 


PVT. KENNETH PEPPEE 


While this Garrett soldier, Pvt. Ken- 
neth Pepple, is serving Uncle Sam his 
wife and their young daughter, Joyce 
Marie, are living at 810 South Franklin 
street. Pvt. Pepple attended Garrett 
high school and for seven years before 
his induction into the army last Sep- 
tember he worked as a carpenter for 
his father, Chester Pepple of 105 South 
Hamsher street, a contractor. Ken- 
neth completed his basic training in 
December at Camp Van Dorn, Miss., 


|PFC. HOWARD ROBERTS , 
SLIGHTLY HURT IN ACTION 


Pfc. Howard Roberts, son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Charles Roberts, formerly of Gar- 
rett, was slightly wounded in action 
in Germany Feb. 6, according to a 
telegram received by his mother Sun- 
day morning. 
in Willard and Mr. Roberts is a pa- 
tient in the Veterans’ hospital in 
Marion. Howard is a grandson of 
H. A. Hinklin of 123 South Franklin 
street. 

Howard attended Garrett high 
school and before his induction into 
the army April 5, 1944, he was em- 
ployed in the baggage room at the 
B. & O. station. He received his 
basic training at Camp Joseph T. 
Robinson, Ark., and he was sent to a 
flame throwing school at Camp Pick- 
ett, Va., before going to England. 


Mrs. Roberts resides | 


JOYCE MARIE PEPPLE 


| 
and is still stationed there as a carpen 
ter in the infantry. 

Joyce Marie was born in the Sacrec 
Heart hospital on November 20, 1942. 
and will soon be sixteen months old. 
She has light brown hair and blue eyes 
and weighs 21 pounds. She is the only 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Peppie and her 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
Pepple of 105 Hamsher street, Garrett, 
Frank Craig of Newville and Mrs. 
Stanley Koon of Fort Wayne. 


een etaeenenensnanceee 

This veteran of the sea, with six- 
teen and a half years service to his 
credit, is a son of Mrs. John Young- 
blood of Altona and a brother of Virgil 
Feagler of 415 North Franklin street 
and Kenneth Feagler of Fort Wayne. 

Hersche! attended the Garrett public 
schoois until his sophomore year and 
enlisted in the navy in 1927. Hig first 
assignment was to the U.S.S. Idaho, on 
which ship he served six years, He was 
transferred to the U.S.S. Colorado and 
was a member of the air corps while 
on duty on this ship. Later he was 
assigned to duties at the North {s- 
land, Calif., air base and from there 
was transferred to the destroyer base 
at San Diego, Calif., where he_ served 
three years on shore duty. He returned 
to the U.S.S. Colorado for six months 
and was then sent to Washington to 
attend a deep sea diving school.-After 
completing this course he was_as- 
signed to the U.S.S. Mallard and had 
charge of a crew of divers working 
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CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 
HERSCHEL H. FEAGLER 


out of the Panama Canal Zone, doing 
work around the Virgin islands. He 
spent five years in that area and was 
granted a short leave, returning in 
June of this year for a visit with his 
relatives in this vicinity, 

Before his vacation was ended he 
was recalled to New York City and 
assigned to the U.S.S. Hamal, to which 
ship he is still attached. Herschel can 
relate many interesting incidents of 
his career. He is married and his wife 
lives in New York City. She accom- 
panied him to Garrett on his visit this 
summer. 


AIR CORPS CADET ; 
MT MMA ETEL ote ee 
Allen R. Greene, who made his bins 
with his aunt, Mrs. R. H. Mann, and 
family at 208 South Britton street, 
left Baer, Field;) (area 
Fort Wayne, Thurs- Bie | 
day and went to 
Nashville, Tenn., to 
begin training as 
an air corps cadet. 
Allen enlisted 
last March, but 
was not called for 
duty ya nitt ly last 
week. His father, 
Ward H. Greene of 
Cleveland, was a 
newspaper man and lost his life in an 
automobile accident nine years ago. 
Allen’s mother died afterward and 
Allen has lived in the Mann home for 
several years. Two brothers, Richard 
and Merwyn, resided in the home of 
another aunt, Mrs. W. S. Coble of 208 
South Guilford street. Richard has 
been in the navy since before the Jap 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Allen was a member of the 1941 
class of Garrett high school. While in 
school, he was a member of the staff 
of the school paper and made a fire 
scholastic record. He was employed 
by Western Electric Co. in Cleveland 
before he enlisted in the army. He 


Allen R. Greene 


, Spent several weeks during the sum- 


mer at Lake James Christian Assem- 
bly. WECER 

A farewell party for Allen was given 
by the young people of the Chu 
Christ slast Tuesday evening af the 
home of Durward Wilmot? a milé and 
a half west of Garrett. He wad pfe- 


Sented with a soldier’s hit. {+ 
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CAPTAIN IN AIR FORCE 


TE 


Lee 
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CAPT. JAMES F. WORKMAN 


One of the four Garrett soldiers who 
has risen to the rank of captain is 
James F. Workman, gon of the late 
Ira Workman and Mi} Lena Work- 
man, a resident of Garrett until two 
weeks ago, when she went to Lincoln, 
Neb., to make her home with Capt. 
and Mrs. Workman. 

Capt. Workman is at present sta- 
tioned at the army air force technical 
school at Lincoln as officer in charge 
of the property sectior. Prior to be- 
ing sent to Lincoln in June, 1942, he 
Was stationed at Chanute Field, Ill., 
as assistant director of the airplane 
division of the department of me- 
chanics. 

He is a graduate of Garrett high 
school, having completed his work 
with the class of 1930. He contin- 
ued his education at Purdue univer- 
sity, graduating with the class of 
1934 with a degree of Bachelor of 
Science in mechanical engineering 
and a reserve commission as a second 
lieutenant of field artillery. 

After completing the necessary ad- 
vanced work he was promoted to 
first lieutenant in 1937. At the out- 
set of the war, Capt. Workman was 
employed as a design engineer by the 
Dodge Manufacturing Corporation at 
Mishawaka and was not called for 
active duty until July 7, 1941. He 


was assigned to duty at Chanute 


Field, Ill., as first lieutenant in the 
air corps and was promoted to cap- 
tain in June, 1942. 

In 1936 James was married to 
Dorcas Greenwood, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer E. Greenwood of 500 
East.King street, and they have one 
son, James Franklin II. The family 
resides at 3221 South Twenty-Eighth 
Street, Lincoln, Neb. ; 


PRIVATE ARCHIE V. STILES 


This Garrett soldier has recently 
been transferred from an_ eastern 
camp and is now ovetseas. He is Pri- 
vate Archie V. Stiles of 308 East High 
Street, who entered the service of 
Uncle Sam last November. He took 
special training at Miami Beach, Fla., 
and Atlantic City. Before entering the 
army he was employed by the Fort 
Wayne branch of the Allied Mills. 
His wife and two young children, June, 
10, and Virginia, 9, live at the East 
High street address, ~ 
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Dale has been awarded the follow- 
ing citations and medals: five over- 
seas bars; the Arrowhead over the 
left pocket for D-day; the President- 
ial citation over the right pocket; the 
Hash mark on left sleeve for three 
years’ service; the Asiatic-Pacific 
ribbon with four Bronze Stars; the 
New Guinea ribbon with one star; 
the Bismarck Archipelago ribbon 
with one star; the Philippine Liber- 
ation ribbon with two stars; the 
Victory ribbon; the Japanese Occu- 
pation ribbon; the Good Conduct 
medal and the Dutch East Indies rib- 
bon. 


HAS MANY MEDALS 


CPL. DALE HAFFNER 


This Garrett youth is now on his 
way home from Japan to be re- 
leased from military duty, having 
served his country for three years and 
five months. He is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard L. Haffner of 706 South 
Lee street. Dale was graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1939 and be- 
fore joining the army was employed 


by his uncle, D. L. Haffner of 408- 


South Franklin street, who operates 
a chain of stores. 

Dale was inducted at Fort Ben- 
jamin Harrison in June, 1942, and re- 
ceived training at the _ following 
camps: Fort Bragg, S. C., Camp Ed- 
wards, Mass., Camp Carrabeile, Fla., 
and Fort Ord, Calif., the latter be- 
ing the port of embarkation. He 
sailed from the west coast in Febru- 
ary, 1943, anc made stops in Austra- 
lia, Cape Gloucester, New Britain and 
the East Indies. He was among the 
first troops to land on Leyte and be- 
fore the surrender of Japan for some 
time was stationed on Luzcn. He 
was attached to the 592nd Amphib- 
ian Engineers and was assigned to 
duties on a landing craft. In a let- 
ter to his parents he stated he had 
lived on boats for two years and had 
been away from home for four birth- 
days. He was sent to Japan after 
the war and will come home from 
there. 


PVT, EUGENE DEWITT 
ALEXANDER 


This young Garrett soldier is in Af- 
rica and a letter from him received 
May 16 states that he is well and hap- 
py and has seen plenty of country. He 
is a son of Mrs. C. E. Sell of 611 South 
Peters street. He is a graduate of Gar- 
rett high school and after his gradu- 
ation In 1936 he was employed in gro 
cery stores In Fort Wayne and South 


Bend. He also worked in the store . 


owned by Wesley Keen, which Mr. 
and Mrs. Sell operated for a time. 
DeWitt entered the army on March 
11, 1942, and was sent from Fort Ben- 
Jamin Harrison to Camp Cooke, Callif., 
later being transferred to Camp A. P. 
Hill, Va. He went overseas in Decem- 
ber and did not have a bath in a tub 
for five weeks, He says a soldier likes 
mall from home and friends, and pay- 
day. . 


SUBMARINE SAILOR 


WIV SE 


PAUL D. BOND 


Paul Dean Bond. 19, seaman second 
class; son’ot Aire and PMirssaGeo. {. 
Bond, 712 South Lee street. Garrett. 
has completed basic training at the 
Submarine School. Submarine Base. 
New London, Conn. 


Seaman Bond will be entitled to 
wear the twin dolphin insignia of the 
submarine service after further exper- 
ience aboard a submarine during 
which he must demonstrate to his 
commanding officer that he is fully 
qualified to carry out the duties of his 
rate. The insignia is regarded asa 
mark of distinction throughout the 
navy. 

Paul attended Garrett high school, 
lettering in football. He served in the 
C. M. T. C. in August. 1939. On Sept. 
15, 1940, he joined the navy, receiving 
recruit training at the Naval Training 
Station, Great Lakes, Ill.. has served 
aboard a cruiser and seen action in 
the Atlantic. He chose submarine 
duty for the good training, opportuni- 
ties and extra money. 

The Submarine School. the only one 
of its kind in the navy, is atrended by 
a picked group of men who must pass 
special physical, mental and psycho- 
logical tests. 

The school work takes place not 
uy Ut >. ms and laboratories. 
but also if, uunerous training submar- 
ines in which the students master the 
actual techniques oof operating the 
powerful fighting craft. 


Many students at Submarine School 


already have seen battle as members 


of surface ship crews before volun- 


teering for submarine durr. 
are tresh from trainine 


Others 
stations. but 


all gradustes are sure of action once 


they are assigned to a submarine due 


for offensive patrol. Large number: 
of recent students row are serving in 
submaraes which have sunk enemy 
aval ov iWerchane ve f 


SERVING UNCLE SAM 


2nd. LIEUT. PAUL ©. BROWN 
vt m, Res ta pcingy SS” Ss 


Mrs. Paul. C.:Brown, sit, “tor: the 


present. is makify~her ‘hone “with her 


t. 


‘ 


Torneehs 


F-parents; Mrs and. Mrs. John Ellington 


of 517 East King street, has received 
word from _her husband, 2nd. Lieut. 
Paul C. Brown, that he had arrived at 
an undisclosed destination. 

Paul is'a graduate of Garrett high 
school, having completed his work in 
1933. Prior to enlisting in the armed 
forces on April, 7, 1941, he was man- 
; ager. ofthe Great Atlantic & Pacific 
‘ Peal! Co: stote in, Kendallville. 


siitpre spent? ‘several weeks at Camp 


431761 2 Miss, rand then was sent to 
Cara witng a school at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga. He sailed from New York 
on August 28. His wife is the former 
Georgiana E. Griswold of Garrett and 
his mother is Mrs. Eda Brown of 610 
South Cowen street. 


oon 


CPL. RAYMOND A, SAXER 


Two DeKalb county youth who are 
serving Uncle Sam are Raymond and 
Robert Saxer, sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter E. Saxer of south of Garrett. 

Raymond, better known as “Bud,” is 
a graduate of Garrett high school and 
while in school was active in the Fu- 
ture Farmers club, served as secretary 
of his class in his senior year and was 
a member of the drama club. He as- 
sisted his father in the interior decor- 
ating business following his gradua- 
tion and was inducted into the army 
on July 24, 1942. He received his bas 
ic training at Camp Grant, Ill., and 
then was transferred to Camp Carson, 
Colo., for special training in the medi- 
cal corps. He was assigned to duties 
at the 49th General Hospital, Bar- 
racks 221, Chickasha, Okia., where he 
is still stationed. : 

“Bob” was a member of the 1941 
class of Garrett high school and was 
also a member of the Future Farmers 
of America ciub, serving as vice presi- 
dent in his junior year and president 
in his senior year. He was a member 


PVT. ROBERT J. SAXER 


of the athletic club and played foot- 


ball four years, basketball two years” 


and was a member of the track team 
in his sophomore, junior and senior 
years. 

He was employed in the meat de- 
partment of the Riedhart store and 
entered the army Feb. 18, 1943.. He 
received his basic training in the army 
air corps at St. Petersburg, Fla., and 
later was sent to Hammer Field, Fres- 
no, Calif. He took special training as 
a signal radio operator at Camp Wano- 
na and is now taking a 13-weeks course 
at the following address: Dect. S. C. 
H. 1900, Bldg. 59, Presidio of San 
Francisco, San Francisco, Calif. 

Another son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. 
Saxer, Ellsworth, was a member of 
the first group of volunteers to leave 
DeKalb county for army training under 
the new national defense program but 
met his death in an accident while on 
maneuvers near Peachland, N. C., in 
November, 1941. He was a sergeant 
and was attached to Company 7, Sixth 
Infantry. 


GROUND CREW CHIEF 


PRIVATE WILLIAM ORT 


Pictured above is Private First 
Class William A. Ort, 22. SOn-OLP al 
and Mrs. Chas. Ort of 419 West King 
street. 

Private Ort has a very interesting 
job in the armed forces of Uncle Sam, 
being a member of a ground crew that 
loads bombs on the big warplanes 
of the U. S. air corps. Recently, Pri- 
vate Ort was promoted to chief of one 
of these ground crews. 

This Garrett young man enlisted in 
the air corps May 1, 1941. and was in- 
ducted May 2 at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison, Indianapolis. He was assigned 
to the 443rd. ordnance company at 
Bowman Field, Louisville. Ky., where 
he remained until Dec. 7, when he was 
transferred to Mitchel Field, Long Is- 
land, N. X¥. “‘Iiwo months later, he was 
shifted to Barksdale Field, Shreve- 
port, La.. and Mch. 25 was again trans- 
ferred. this time to Fort Crockett, 
Galveston. Texas. This last move- 
ment of men was all done by motor 
vehicles. there being 60 trucks and 55 
trailers in the caravan that made the 
long trip. 

Private Ort writes his parents thut 
he can walk from the field into Gul- 
veston bay for wonderfu! swimming, 
Horseback riding is also one of the 
favorite sports at this air corps cent- 
er. Bill has been home several times 
on furlough and_ his description of 
army life has always been sumined 
up in one word. “swell!” Bill graduat- 
ed from Garrett high school in 1936 
aud worked for his father until he 
joined the armed forces. 


er Pal 
SoididAs Killed 


| 


we 


Sergt. Ellsworth K. S.xer, 


AUBURN, Ind., Nov. 19. — Word | 
has been received here from Army | 


officials that Ellsworth K, Saxer, 26,) 
sergeant of a machine gun squad of | 
Co. F, 6th Infantry, First Armoréd’ 
Division, was killed while on maneu- 
vers near’ Peachland, N: C),” Tues- 
day at 5:15 a.m. The body will be 
brought to Garrett by officers, pron. 
ably Thursday, and will remain at 
the George W. Iler mortuary there 
until funeral services are held at the 
Garrett Presbyterian Church. Time 
of the funeral has not been set. 

It was reported that Saxer’s death) 
occurred when a heavy vehicle fell 
off a bridge into six feet of water. | 
Jimmie Williams, Colt, Ark., also , 
died in the accident, ; 

Sergeant Saxer, son of Mr. and! 
Mrs. Walter E. Saxer, of one mile: 
south and west of Garrett, was a 
member of the first group of volun- 
teers to leave Dekalb County for 
Army training. He was inducted into 
the service on November 22, 1940, 
and was scheduled to be released 
Friday. Arrangements had _ been 
made for his marriage to Miss Vir- 
ginia Williams, of Continental, O. 
soon after his dismissal. 

Sergeant Saxer was inducted at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison and was 
transferred to Fort Thomas, Ky., 
and later to Fort Knox, Ky. He was 
made first class private in January, 
a corporal in May and sergeant in 
June. On September 7 his outfit 
started on maneuvers through Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, 
South Carolina and then to North 
Carolina. At the time of his death 
he was leader of a rifle squad. 

Surviving are the parents; three 
brothers, Lyman J, Saxer of Fort 
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E. Sarer, cont- 


Wayne, Raymond and Robert Saxer 
it home: and four sisters, Mrs. 
“tewart Souder of Yorktown. Ind.,, 
nd Evelyn, Thelma and Harriett 
wer* at home. 


RETURNS FROM ARMY 


TE 


SGT. RAYMOND SAXER 


This youth, due to an ear injury, 
has been given a medical discharge 
from the army and is now at home. 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. W. EB. 
Saxer of south of Garrett. 


“Bud’’ was a member of the Future 
Farmers of America club while in 
high schocl. He was secretary of 
his class in his senior year and took 
an active part in the drama club. 
He was graduated in 1939. He was 
employed afterward by his father, 
who is a painter and decorator. He 
enlisted in the army in July, 1942, 
and was assigned to Camp Grant, IIL, 
for his basic training. He then was 
sent to Camp Carson, Colo. Later he 
was on duty at the Borden General 
hospital at Chickasha, Okla. and 
from there went to Camp Stoneman, 
Calif.. and was advanced to the rating 
of private first class in the medical 
corps. 


Sgt. Saxer sailed for New Guinea 
and served with the 49th General 
hospital unit. He also served aboard 
hospital ships in the South Pacific. 
He returned to the United States in 
January of this year and was placed 
in the Birmingham General hospital 
at VanNuys, Calif. He then was sent 
to the Percy Jones hospital at Battle 
Creek, Mich., from which he was 
given an honorable medical discharge. 

“Bud” was always interested in box- 
ing and entered the lightweight divi- 
sion of the Golden Gloves tourneys 
at Fort Wayne in 1938, ’39 and ’40. 
While stationed at Chickasha he won 
the middleweight championship. En 
route to New Guinea he entered a 
boxing tournament. He fought and 
defeated Pvt. Gibbons of Kentucky; 
Pvt. Balles of Fort Wayne; Pvt. 
Bustenatic of Arizona; Pvt. Cocks of 
California and Pvt. Cruszewski of 
Michigan and went into the finals 
with Pvt. LeRoy Stevens of Mexico, 
winning the welterweight champion- 
ship by a decision, as he had won 
from the others. 


BOXER IN ARMY 
ence 


CPL. RAYMOND a. SAXER 
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COMMISSIONED A 
2nd LIEUTENANT 


LIEUT. DARRELL M. MARR 


—Photo by Sheets. 


After a few days’ visit With his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry’ Marr of 514 
South Peters street, Lieut. Darrell M. 
Marr returned to the 40th Engineers 
Regiment, Co. B, Fort Crowder, Mo.. 
where he is an instructor of a class 
ot forty-five men. 

Darreli was a member of the 193 
graduating class of Garrett high 
school and while in school was active 
in the Hi-Y and Athletic clubs. He 
was also a member of the Maroon and 
Blue staff and served as secretary- 
treasurer of the Freshmen Boys 
club. He entered Indiana university 
the following Septeniber and at the 
completion of the spring semester in 
1941, he took employment with the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad as a 
srakeman. 


Darrell entered the armed forees 
Noy. 14, 1941. and was sent to Fort 
Leonard Wood. Mo. On NUGECh oo. 
1442. he was transferred to Fort Bel- 
voir. Va.. to enter officers’ training 
school. He graduated May 30 from that 
Camp with the rank of second lieuten- 
ant. He was then ordered to Camp 
Crowder. 


MEDICAL CORPORAL 


CPL. RAYMOND A, SAXER 


A graduate of Garrett high school in 
1939, Raymond A. Saxer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. E. Saxer of south of Gar- 
Tett, is now serving with the armed 
forces and was recently advanced to 
the rating of corporal. “Bud,” as he 
is best known, was a member of the 
Future Farmers of America while in 
high school. He was also secretary of 
his class in his senior year and took 
an active part in the drama club. He 
was employed following his graduation 
by his father as an interior decorator, 
He enlisted in July of this year and 
was sent to Camp Grant, IIl., for his 
basic training. He wag then trans- 
ferred to Camp Carson, Colo., for spe- 
cial training in the medical corps. He 
took his examinations last Saturday 
and will probably be assigned to other 
duties soon. At the present his ad- 
dress is Cpl. Raymond A. Saxer, 49th 
General Hospital, First Platoon, Camp 
Carson, Colo. 


Local Marine Fought at 
Saipan, Tinian, lwo Jima 


Jap mortar -~-fire swas the worst thing 


on the island. 


_It was during the Saipan campaign 
that Beryl was awarded the Bronze 
Star medal. He and‘six other enlisted: 


men, together with two officers, went 
ahead of the first line of assault troops 
to take up a position on a bluff, where 
they could Spot the Jap gun Positions 


and direct the American artillery 
fire. The sToup was on the bluff for 
about two hours and all during this 
time it wes Subject to intense artil- 
lery and small arms fire. 
of the group was wounded, he receiy- 
ing a burn from shrapnel. 

The 4th division rested on the 
beach until July 24 and then it 


nine days and then the division re. 
ee Maui island for further 
show ee : training. j[t Shoved off again Dec. 
: i = 31, 1944, went on maneuvers and 
BERYL E. LOUTZENHISER then Participated in the invasion of 


Iwo Jima, whi 
Beryl E. Loutzenhiser, son of Van Pe he Started Feb. 19. 

7 is w ” 
Loutzenhiser of 601 South Harrison Brass roughest fight of all, 
; fh says Beryl. He went in on D-day 
street, received his discharge Sun- Plus one, working With a purveness 
day from the United States Marine |} intelligence Section. The 4th division 

Corps at the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station. 


Beryl was a senior in Garrett High || 
school when he was called into ser- 
vice Sept. 23, 1943. After receiving 
his marine training at San Diego, 
Calif., he left for overseas duty in 
March, 1944. He first went to Tran- 
sit Center, Oahu; the supply center 
for marine divisions in. the South 
Pacific. He was then assigned to the 
4th marine division, which had its 
training’ grounds.at Maui island, one 
of the largest islands of the Hawaiian | 
group, _Upon his arrival there he was 
Placed in a survey section and given 
a month’ of training in the spotting 
and surveying of ‘ground positions 
for artillery. : 

Beryl’s first combat was the inva- 
sion of: Saipan. He went in with the 
first assault waves but the Men could- 
n’t get onto the beaqh until about 1 
o’clock in the afternoon because of 
Jap shelling on the beaches. He was 
in continuous *combat from ‘June-15 
to July 9. There were air attacks 
every night but there were only three 
occasions when: Jap . planes - could 
penetrate the outer defense of the! Sion. The division left the island 
‘Americans and get over the island| Mch. 23 ang went back to Oahu for 
to drop their bombs. Bery] says that} further training. It was there when 

the war ended. Le wag 
Cont. 


as close as [ ever 
and I was plenty 
Garrett youth. Non 


there was a lull in it the three | 


The 4th diy 
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GILBERT E€, COBLE 
“ —PEoto by Sheets. 


After having served his country as 
a soldier for ten months, Gilbert Es 
Coble, former music and art teacher 
in the Garrett public schools, has been 
given an honorable discharge from the 
army because of the age limit. He will 
arrive in Garrett early this week from 
the army air base at Pueblo, Colo., 
where he has been Stationed since 
January. Since he volunteered in June 
of last year he has been in camps at 
Keesler Field, Miss., Madison, Wis., 
and El Paso, Tex. His rating is that 
of private first class. 
“Mr. Coble has been in the hospital 
for the past three weeks because of a 
Sacroiliac sprain that he received 
while on duty in the Practice of 
an air attack. His plans are indefinite, 
but he expects to enter ‘civilian’ war 
work. He makes his home with his 


mother, Mrs. Cora Coble, at 109 South 
Lee street. “ 


, 


CHARLES LEWIS.. 


It will soon be a year since the 
subject of today’s sketch, Charles 
Lewis, and his “buddy,” Joseph Ried- 
hart, hitchhiked to Indianapolis to 
join the coast guard. Charles is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Lewis of 704 
East Keyser street. He attended Gar- 
rett high school until the spring of 
his senior year. He enlisted on May 
22 and six days later was sent to Cur- 
tis Bay, Md., where he received his 
“boot” training. He has been on the 
east coast since he entered the army 
and has the rating of seaman first 
class. For some time he was stationed 
at Mantoloking, N. J., and later was 
located on the Wagner estate at El- 
kins Park, N. Y., In the dog training 
crew. He now is at Sedzside Park, N. J. 
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WINS HIS WINGS 


GILBERT F. COBLE 
VOLUNTEERS FOR! 
ARMY - SERVICE 


CADET PILOT LLOYD H. STEFFEN 


A former Garrett boy who is serv- 
ing with Uncle Sam’s forces is Lloyd 
H. Steffen. A graduate of Garrett 
high school and president of the 1934 
class, he was inducted into the army 
at Milwaukee, Wis., in June, 1941. 
Following his graduation here he 
went to Milwaukee to make his 
home. After being inducted he was 
sent to Camp Grant, Ill., and later to 
Camp Roberts, Calif., where he re- 
ceived his basic training. 

After the completion of this train- 
ing Private Steffen was selected for 
the 503rd Parachute Battalion, in 
Company B, at Fort Benning, Ga., to 
become a paratrooper. To undergo 
this rigid training this particular 
branch of the service requires one 
with a perfect physical condition and 
an alert mind. While in this bat- 
talion, he was sent to Salt Lake City. 
Utah, for ski Practice and then he 
returned to Fort Benning, where he 
finished his training. and won his 
wings. 

During this time Lloyd became in 
terested in fiying and decided to try 
out as an army pilot. He Passed al 
the necessary physical and mental ex 
aminations and was accepted as az 
aviation cadet. He was then statione 
at Fort Bragg, Ss. C., and from ther: 
was sent to Nashville, Tenn., to th. 
army air corps classification cente) 
After being classified as a cadet pi 
lot, he was sent to Santa Ana, Calif 
where he is now Stationed. His ac 
dress is A/C Lloyd H. Steffen, Sad: 
36 (P) S.A-A.A.B., Santa Ana, Cali 
eee eee 


28 More Men Placed In 
Class 1-A 


GILBERT E. COBLE 
—Photo by Sheets. 


The DeKalb county selective servy- 
ice board announced Saturday that 
Gilbert B. Coble pf 1G koueh Loe 
Street. Garrett, volunteered for in- 
duction into the armed forces, He 
had previously been classified in 1-A, 
aS available. \fr. Coble has been 
music and art teacher in the Garrett 
Public schools for several years. 

Others who volunteered and will 
be inducted With the June quota are 
Kenneth W. Reed, 415 South Frank - 
lin, Garrett, and Robert J Etdridge 
of R. 2, Kendalltille. The latter 


resides jn Richland township and js 
employed by the McCray Refrigera- 
tom yCovetin Kendallville. He and 


Reed were placed in class 1-4 by 
the board “riday nicht. 

Twenty-six others wer) assigned 
LO'VCIESS UT Sha ae follawes: 

Virgil p. Thompson, 07 Covell, 
Garrett. j 

Don L. Pence. Sus Ss: Randolph, 
Garrett. 

Marce!] ( Swift, Butler 

Loren J) Mins, Reto “Bifiar 


S/SGT. ARTHUR JUNIOR RIKE | 
| 


This DeKalb county soldier, who 
nopes to be home next month, will | 
meet his six months old son. Steven | 
Arthur Fike, whom ne. has never | 
seen. ' 

Sst. Fike ertered the army March) 
11, 1943, at Camp Perry, O., and was | 
sent to Camp Bowie, Tex., for his! 
basic training. He was assigned to; 
the combat engineers unit and later: 
was transferred to Camp Hood, exceat 
where he was given duties with a tank | 
destroyer outfit. He Sailed for over-: 
seas duty in October, 1944, landing | 
in England and Was sent right on. 


_ into Germany as a member of the; 


Ninth army. 

= ° i | 
river and for a time was Stationed at | 
Bad Dodesberg, Germany. Later he : 
was transferred to Stuttgart, Ger. 
many, with an infantry division and, 
in a letter received by his wife last | 
week he said he was chosen from q/! 
group of 13,000 men to be a mem-;| 
ker of the basketball team of the! 


see Son for First Time 


STEVEN ARTHUR FIKE 


1C3th_ division. He is a graduate 
of Waterloo high school and before 
joining the military forces was em- 
ployed at the Kendaliville machine 


' shop. 


While’ Sct. Fike is serving Uncle 
Sam Mrs. Fike and Steven are living 
with Mrs. Fike’s Parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Noel of 909 South 
Franklin street. The child was born 
May 14, 1945, in Sacred Heart hosp- 
ital and weighed 8 pounds at birth. 


Noel and Sgt. Fike’s Parents, Mr. ana 
Mrs. Arthur Fike of Corunna. He has 
three great grandparents, Mrs. Emma 
Steinbrunner of 909 South Franklin 
Street, Mrs. Ellen Fike of Corunna 
and William Harter of Waterloo. He 
nas two uncles serving in World war 
Il, Pfe. Earl Schulthess, who iSatG 
Tokada, Japan, and Pvt. Harold Fike 
of Camp Gordon, Tex. Stevie’s rno- 
ther is the former Ella May Noel. 
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CREDIT LT. H. R. THIMLAR 
WITH PERFECT TAKEOFF 


Lt. Howard R, Thimlar, an Auburn 
Pilot of a B-29 Superfortress, is en- 
gaged in mine-laying operations in 
the Pacific, according to a story 
Written by Leo M. Litz, a war corres- 
pondent, who is at the Superfortress 
base at Tinian. Lt. Thimlar's wite 
Joyce Frazier  Thimlar. and his 
mother, Mrs. Lura Thimlar. reside at 
“11 West Eighth street in Auburn. 

In the article the war correspond- 
ent describes a perfect takeoté by the 
Auburn oificer, 

His story is as foliows: 

Impressive it surely was—a sight 
to be long remembered. Perhaps I 
Was al] the more impressed because 
it was the first time I had seen a 
great fleet of Superfortresses take to 
the air and head across the vast ex- 


Panses of sea on a mission to the 
Japanese mainland. 

Laden with tons upon tons of 
ocean mines destined to blockade 


ship-borne commerce around an ene- 
my coastal city, the silvery giants 
raced out of the setting sun at thirty- 
second intervals and neared the very 
end of the blacktop runway before 
nosing gently into the air with allot 
the gracefulness of a ballroom belle 
leading the grand march of the year. 

Somehow you don’t get an impres- 
Sion of speed as the big bombers 
make the takeoff run. Synchronized 
to operate as a single unit the four 
powerful] motors do not roar as loud- 
ly as you had expected, As the plane 
approaches the end of the airstrip, 
with the blue sea yawning just be- 
yond, there is still no sensation of 
speed and the wonder grows if the 
ship will be able to make the takeoff 
under such a heavy load. 

I was alarmed more than once. 
Ship after ship raced to the edge of 
the strip before there was any ap- 
parent effort to lift it into the air, 
and even then the movement was so 
gradual] it could hardly be detected. 
As the planes took off one by one, 
and climbed slewly to their assigned 
Positions for the long night mission, 
I was still puzzled until air combat 
intelligence officers explained that 
the best takeoffs are made at the end 
of the strip, Nosing the plane into 
the air a long distance from the edge 
of the strip is not considered Zood 
flying, they said, and involves cer- 
tain hazards because of the bomb 
load, 


LT. HOWARD R. THIMLAR 


Eee ee RE ee 
“Here comes the Hoosier you were 
talking with a few Minutes ago,’ one 
Ot the officers called. ‘You're going 
to see a perfect takeoff. He is one of 
the best pilots in Our air group.” 


Silhouetted against background of 
sky, wing tips flashing in the low 
Sun, the plane came toward us with 
an even less semblance of speed than 


any of the others. I glanced at my 
wrist watch to check the thirty-sec- 
ond timing against the ship leaving 
the strip. This Superfortress, which 
will soon be roaming the Pacific 
skies with the nam e,) “Indiana,” 
Painted on the side, came past our 
vantage point with all wheels on the 
fround. Almost imperceptibly the 
nose was raised and the ship floated 
smoothly into the air at the point 
designated for the best takeoff. 

I may have been somewhat preju- 
diced, but the others agreed it was a 
Perfect takeoff. And now I’m pretty 
well convinced that when B-29's 
make better takeoffs, at the controls 
will be a quiet spoken thirty-year- 
old Hoosier who has no intention of 
making aviation a career when the 
War is over, Ist Lt. Howard R. Thim 
lar of Auburn. He was off on hi: 
eighteenth mission, over Niugata 
one of the longest he has flown, anc 
his fourth mine-laying operation. 


Cont. 


Thimlar, cont. 


We didn’t have much time to tall 
as Lt. Thimlar was readying hi: 
plane and was about due to taxi fron 
the apron to his takeoff position. H: 
told me he had decided to name th: 
Plane ‘Indiana’ and would have th: 
named painted on the ship in a fer 


days, He doesn’t seem to mind nigh 
flying—most mine laying is don 
under cover of darkness—and ex 
pressed the opinion that these opera 
tions will do much to hasten the en 
of the war. 

Lt. Thimlar is marriei and hes 
four-year-old son, Steve. He was en 
Ployed at the Warner Automotiy 
Parts Division in Anhurn hefare + 
entered servi inyeusnof ‘ainjelelll | 
has been oat 


TRAINS FOR NAVY : 


GERALD LAWHEAD 
—Photo by Sheets. 


After a nine day leave spent with 
kis parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Law- 
head of 712 East King street, Seaman 
Gerald Lawhead returned to his post 
at Great Lakes, Ill., last week. He is 
a member of an outgoing unit, the 
destination of which is unknown. How- 
ever, he will take special training at 
an aviation mechanic school. Gerald 
was a senior in Garrett high school 
last fall when he decided to volunteer 
for service with Uncle Sam’s navy. He 
Signed up Dec. 16 and after complet- 
ing his “boot” training of ten weeks 
he returned home for a visit. He will 
be 18 years old on May 8. His father 
is a rural mail carrier and a World 
war 1 veteran. 


‘BUD’ CARTWRIGHT 
AND BRITISH FRIEND 


The accompanying picture of Ota 
“Bud” Cartwright of Garrett and a 
friend, Leonard “Ginger” Andrews, 
British seaman, was taken while they 
were visiting in Garrett last April. 
“Bud” and Miss Berdie Clark of Wash- 
ington, D. C., have bsen visiting rela- 
tives of the former here recently. 
They accompanied his mother, Mrs. 
William Rodenhaver of Chicago, to 
her home and then returned for a 
longer stay with Mrs. R. M. Hammond 
of 115 South Cowen street and Mrs. 
Mary Luttman of 216 South Randolph 
etreet, who are “Buc’s” sisters. He 


OFA “BUD” CARTWRIGHT and 
LEONARD “GINGER” ANDREWS 


will return to Charleston, S. C., Fri- 
day. , 

“Bud” is a graduate of Garrett high 
school and for several years owned 
and operated a recreation Parlor at 
123 North Randolph street. He en- 
listed in the navy last December and 
has been stationed at Charleston, S. 
C., since that time. He is a seaman 
cook second class. 

“Ginger” Andrews is a survivor of 
the Dunkirk evacuation. In less than 
45 minutes, three destroyers he was 
On were blown up. He has been on 
sea duty since he was 13 years old 
and since the advent of World war 2 


FB bs 


ARMY SRIPPING CLERK 


PRIVATE MAX HILL 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Today, April 15, Private Max Hill is 
observing his second anniversary in 
the service of his country, having en- 
tered in 1941. He attended Garrett 
high school and was a member of the 
band. Prior to his entrance into the 


army he was employed at the Rieke | 


Metal Products Corporation at Auburn 
and he also worked for the Auburn 
Rubber Co. He was inducted at Fort 
Hays, O., and later was sent to Camp 
Shelby, Miss., where he spent 19 
months. He was one of the company’s 
buglers at Camp Shelby. At the age 
of 14 Max was stricken with a serious 
illness which left him with an infect- 
ed leg from which he has never re- 
ccvered, and for that reason he was 
transferred from the 149th Infantry 
in the 38th division at Camp Shelby to 
the medical detachment at Carrabelle, 
Fla., where he is still stationed as a 
shipping clerk. On August 8 of last 
year he was married to Miss Frances 
Mossley of Hattiesburg, Miss., and he 
and his bride visited in Garrett in 
February. 


FLYING ‘FORT’ PILOT 


FIRST LT. HOWARD THIMLAR 


First Lieutenant Howard Thimlar, 
28) of S11. West Highth street. Au- 
burn, who is now at Brooksville Air 
Field, Brooksville, Fla., for his final 
advanced training, is a Pilot of a 
Flying Fortress Lt. Thimlar has 
named his “Fort”’ the “Indiana.” 

Lt. Thimlar graduated from the 
Auburn high school with the class 
of 1933. He and Miss Joyce frazier, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. 
Frazier of 1000 South Randolph 
street, Garrett, were married Oct. 20, 
1937, and a short time later they 
moved to Waterloo where he oper- 
ated a Standard Oil filling station. 

The couple returned to Auburn and 
he became employed by the Warner 
Automotive Parts Division and then 
went to work for the Auburn Mfg. 
Co. ’ 

‘Lt. Thimlar enlisted in the army 
air corps in April, 1942. He was sent 
to Nashville, Tenn., in July, where he 
Was classified as a pilot. He then 
began a_ series of 9-week training 
courses as follows: Pre-flight train- 
ing, Maxwell Field. Montgomery, 
Ala.; primary training, Dorr Field. 
Areadia, Fla.; basic training, Gun- 
ther Field. Montgomery, Ala.: ad- 


Continuecl 


Thimlar, cane 

vance training and received his sec- 
ond lieutenant’s commission at 
Blytheville, Ark.; training in a B-26 
medium bomber at Orlandc, Fla., 
and received a ‘first’ pilot rating; 
training in a B-17. heavy bomber, 
and received a rating of ‘‘first’’ pilot 
at Montbrook Field. Williston, Fla. 
He is now at: the Brooksville Air 
Field for advanced training in heavy 
bombers and he was promcted_ to 
first lieutenant. 

Lt: and? Mrs..Th*nilar® herve Fone 
childs = Stephent #2 Gt Dhimtar's 
mother, Mrs. Lura Thimlar. makes 
juer home with his wife. Howard has 
a brother in the service. S’Sgt. R.b- 
ert Thimlar, who is with a chemic:.| 
wartare division stationec in Enz- 
land. 


IN ANTI-TANK UNIT 


PVT. JACK J. SNYDER 
—Photo by Sheets 


A member of an anti-tank gun unit 
firing 57 m.m. guns is Jvt. Jack 
Snyder, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. 
Snyder of three and a half miles 
southwest of Garrett. 

Jack graduated in 1943 from the 
Schopf school and he immediately 
took a position as a casting hauler at 
the Flint & Walling foundry, Kendall- 
ville.. He was called into service Aug. 
16, 1944, and he received training at 
Camp Atterbury, Ind., for six weeks 
and at Camp Hood, Tex., for sixteen 
weeks.. On Feb. 1 he was transferred 
to Fort Ord, Calif. 

Jack has one sister, Mrs. Dale Sleek 
of 104 South Peters street. 


NAVAL AIR CADET 


2! HOWARD SEIFERT 


—Photo by Sheets. 


5 sayue 

‘Another of Garrett’s young men’ will 
leave* Soon to enter the serviced’ of 
Uncle "Sam. Howard Seifert,’son of 
, Mr. .and Mrs. F. J. Seifert of 601 South 
Peters” street, Monday completed -his 
final examinations in Chicago and was 
Sworn into the navy by the Flight 
Board as a naval air cadet. He is a 
wmember of the Wayne Flying Aveng- 
cers, ‘2. company composed mgsby. of 
Fort Wayne youth. He will be called 
within the next six weeks to report at 


‘Towa City, Ia., for a three mons hs’ 


physical training period. He then will 
be transferred to the Flight Training 
school at Glenview, IIl., near Chicago, 
for advanced training. 32 % 
Howard was graduated in i941 from 
St. Joseph’s parochial school and is 
better known as “Hobby.” He had-the 
leading part in both the 1940 and 1941 
class plays, was president of the Busy 
Bee club and vice president of ‘his 


class in his sophomore and sepior 


years. He was editor of the S. J; H. 
Bulletin, the high’ schogl. annual. He 
has been ‘ employed Ys a * hookkeeper 
for the Bowser Co. in Fort Wayne. 
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CHIEF SIGNALMAN BERNARD TUCK 


Two brothers who have a combined 
service of seventeen vears in the U. S. 
navy are Ensign Harry Tuck and 
Chief Signalman Bernard Tuck, sons 
of Geo. H. Tuck of 216 South Cowen, 
street. 

Both of the boys were born in Gar- 
rett and attended the Garrett public 
schools, Harry graduating with the | 
class of 1928 and Bernard in 1930. 
After graduation Harry went to the 
west coast and was employed by the | 
Owl Drug Co. in Los Angeles. He en. 
listed in the navy in 1932 and had ap- 
proximately four years of service in, 
China. He was a member of the crew. 
of the U. S. S. gunboat Penay, as a. 
yeoman. when it was bombed and sunk. 
in the Yangtze river in 1937. He lost, 
all of his belongings. He was picked | 
up by the British gunboat Lady Bird | 
and returned to Shanghai. At this time, | 
Bernard was aboard the U.S.S. flagship, 
Augusta bound for Shanghai and by. 
special permission, Harry. whose en- 
listment had expired, was permitted to 
return to the United States in com-| 
pany with Bernard. | 

In November, 1940, Harry. accom-! 
panied by his wife, returned to Indi- 
ana and he took employment with the 
Bendix Aviation Co. in South Bend. 
When the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor! 
on Dec. 7, 1941, Bernard Tuck, a chief’ 
petty officer in submarine service, was 
stationed in the Philippines. The 
thought of his brother being over there 
was too much for Harry and he again- 
offered his services io Uncle Sam. He 


ENSIGN HARRY TUCK 


Was sent to the U. S. Maritime Serv- 
ice Officers Scnool at Aiameda, Calif.. 
and was graduated with the rank of 
ensign on Jan. 8, 1943. He sailed on 
Feb. 11 for an unknown destination. 


‘in April he was transferred to the 


small ship branch of the army trans- 
port and supply as a master 3A, 
which makes him captain of his own 
ship. He is 33 years of age. 

Bernard was also employed by the 
Owl Drug Co. in Los Angeles before 
his enlistment in 1932 and after com- 
pleting his ‘‘boot’’ training he was as- 
signed to the U.S.S. flagship Augusta. 
He re-enlisted in 1938 after serving 
four years. He was assigned to duties 
at the submarine training schoo! at 
New London, Conn., and has been at- 
tached to the Pacific Fleet Submarine 
Service for some time. He is now chief 
petty officer and on his third enlist- 
ment. 

As was previously mentioned. Ber- 
nard was in the Philippines when war 
was declared. The U. S. S. Pike, the 
submarine on which he was serving. 
Was missing for some time, but it re- 
turned to the United States in July, 
1942, for repairs. Bernard left for sea 


“duty in October and the next time his 


father heard from him was in Febru- 
ary, 1943, when he was teaching in a 
Quartermaster school at Pear! Har- 
bor. Then he returned to the South 
Pacific and at the present time he is 
aboard the U.S.S. Snook. This is his 
fifth year on submarine duty and his 
rank is that of chief signalman. 
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CAPT. J. D. LONGSTAFF 


Ensign Bernard H. Tuck, USN, ar- 
rived in Garrett Wednesday from 
South Bend. where he had flown trom 
San Diego, Calif. He is on leave and 
en route to the east coast. He will 
be here a week. 

Ensign Tuck has been awarded the 
Silver Star medal “for gallantry and 
intrepidity in the line of his profes- 
sion.” Ensign Tuck is a son of George 
H. Tuck of 212 South Cowen street, 
Garrett, and Mrs. Hazel Tuck of Rail- 
road Flat, Calif. ; 

“During war patrols in enemy con- 
trolled waters,” the citation said, “he 
courageously and skillfully performed 
his duties as talker in the conning 
tower ot a United States submarine 


-and thus assisted materially in the 


Sinking of many thousands of tons of 


'enemy shipping. His conduct through- 
‘Out these patrols was in Keeping with 


the highest traditions of the wa Vaal 


“service.” 


Bernard graduated from Garrett 


‘high school in 1930 and went to the 


‘west coast. 


He was employed by the 
Owl Drug Co. in Los Angeles when he 
Joined the navy in 1934. He re-enlisted 


in 1938. He was assigned to duties at 


‘the submarine training school at New 


London, Conn., and has been attached 
to the Pucifie tleet for some time. He 


| ENSIGN BERNARD H. TUCK 


was promoted from chief signalman to 
ensign. His record of submarine war 
| Patrols is among the longest. 
| Bernard was in the Philippines 
‘when war was declared. The U.S. S. 
|Pike, the submarine on which he was 
i serving, was missing for some time, 
‘but it returned to the United States 
lin July, 1942, for repairs. Bernard 
ilett again for sea duty in October, 
T9474 
His brother, Ensign Harry Tuck, 
joined the navy in 1932 and had about 
four years of service in China. He 
|'Was a member of the crew of the U. 
‘S. S. gunboat Panay, as a yeoman, 
,When it was bombed and sunk in the 
Yangtze river in 1937. He lost all his 
belongings. He was picked up by the 
British gunboat.Lady Bird and re- 
turned to Shanghai. At this time 
Bernard was aboard the U. S. flagship 
Augusta bound for Shanghai und by 
special permission, Harry, whose en- 
listment had expired, was permitted 
to return to the United States in com- 
pany with Bernard. After the sneak 
utiack by the Ja,: at Pearl Harbor 
7, 1941, Harry re-enlisted and 


on Dec. 7, 
he was sent to the U. S. Maritime 
Service Officer School at Alameda, 
Calit., being graduated with the rauk 
of ensign on Jan. 8, 1943. He is now 
on sea duty in the South Pacitic. 
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LIONEL FLEMING, 
AUBURN YOUTH, 
DIES IN EUROPE 


War brought sadness and grief to 
another home in Auburn Tuesday 
when a telegram came from the war 
department at Washington convey- 
ing word that Corp. Lionel Fleming, 
son of Mrs. Hazel Fleming of 248 
South Center street, had died in the 
European area on June 25. 

-There were no details in the tele- 
gram as to the cause of death, 
whether from disease, accident or 
by combat action. 


The telegram from the adjutant’ 


general to Mrs. Fleming read: “The 
secretary Of war asks that I assure 
you of his deep sympathy in the loss 


—_—™~ 


CORP. LIONEL D. FLEMING 


of your son, Corp, Lionel D. Flem- 
ing. Report just received states that 
he died on June 25th in the Euro- 
pean area. Letter follows.’’ 

Corp. Fleming- was inducted into 
the service at Fort Benjamin Harri- 
son near Indianapolis on July wt 
of last year. He was then sent to At- 
lantie City, N. J. for a month and 
then to Lowry field, near Denver, 
Colo., where he entered the technic- 
al school in the.U. §. Army.Air Force 
ground crew. Later he was sent to 
Wendover field, Utah and Sioux 
City, Iowa. He was sent overseas the 
latter part of May of this year. 

He wrote his first letter from Eng- 
land on June 19 and as the date of 
his death is given as June 25 it is 
believed that he died in England. 
His letters indicated that he liked 
his work in the ground crew of the 
air force. z ‘ ; 

Corp. Fleming graduated from the 
Auburn high schoo] in the class of 
1938. He worked for two years and 
then entered Purdue’ university 
where he studied mechanical engin- 
eering for two years. 


The designation in the telegram 
of corporal was the first information 
that the family had received that he 
had been advanced to this post. He 
was a private first class when he 
went overseas and may have been 
advanced in rank just a few days 
before his death. 

Corp. Fleming was born in Hud- 
son, Ind., on August 10, 1920, and 
would have been 23 years of age in 
August, He is survived by his moth- 
€r, Mrs. Hazel’ Fleming and one sis- 
ter, Miss Idola, of 248 South Center 
street. 


NOW A’ SERGEANT 


SGT. KENNETH WORKMAN 


One of DeKalb county’s sons who is 
serving with the armed forces is Ken- 
neth Workman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbert Workman of five Miles south- 
west of Garrett. Kenneth was grad- 
uated from Auburn high school in 1933 
and for a time engaged in farming. 
Prior to enlisting in October, 194I, he 
was employed as a carpenter by Elza 
Jordan of north of Garrett. He spent 
some time at Fort Benjamin Harri- 
son, later was transferred to Camp 
Lee, Va., and then to Camp Hollabird, 
Baltimore, Md., and was recently pro- 
moted to the rating of sergeant. His 
address row is Sgt. Kenneth Work- 
man, 889th Ord .(HM) Co.Q, Barracks 
1931, Camp Chaffee, Ark. : 
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FLIES ‘THE HUMP’ 


PFC. NOEL A. MUHN 


This DeKalb county soldier, who is 
an aerial radio operator, has been 
awarded the Air Medal upon comple- 
tion of 150 hours of operational flight 
in transport aircraft over the dan- 
gerous and difficult India-China air 
routes, t , 

The air trail over “The Hump” and 
through the towering peaks of the 
Himalaya mountains is recognized as: 
the world’s toughest, but it has been 
used to move vital military supplies 
for Allied forces fighting in China. 
The citation said: “Flying by night as 
well as by day, at high altitudes over 
impassable mountainous terrain, 
through areas characterized by 


treacherous weather conditions ne- - 


cessitating long periods of Operation 
on instruments and requiring cour- 
ageous and superior performance of 
his duties to Overcome, he accom- 
plished his mission with distinction.” 

Noel is the husband of the former 
Helen Buchs of Auburn and she re- 
sides with her parents at 215 West 
Tenth street in that city. He is a 
foster son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Lung, former Garrett residents who 
now live in Jackson township seven 
miles southeast of Garrett. Mr. Lung 
is employed by the B. & O. in Garrett 
as a machinist. Noel “was graduated 
from Auburn high school in 1941 and 
was employed in the maintenance of 
way department of the B. & O. at Au- 
burn Junction before entering the 


army Jan. 4, 1943. He received his 
basic training. at Miami Beach, Fla., 
and has been stationed in India for 
17 months. At Present he is at 
Assam, India. 

A sister af Pfc. Muhn is Mrs. Harry 
Mitchell, who is a clerk in a Garrett 
store. One brother lives at the paren- 
tal home aid another is in Detroit. 


WRITES FROM INDIA 


‘ 


CP!. WALLACE A, BORTZ 


This picture of Corporal Wallace A. 
Bortz, a former Garrett resident, was 
sent to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Bogear of 
504 South Randolph street and was 
taken while he was stationed in Cal- 
ifornia, He is now in India and he 
wrote, “A year ago | was sitting in 
your living room discussing the pos- 
sibility of being drafted Into the army. 
Now I am sitting in India discussing 
howlong it will be before this war is 
over. | wish ! could put my feet on 
the street where this picture was tak- 
en. It is great to be a soldier (in Cal- 
ifornia).” He states that the weather 
is very hot, but the evenings are cool 
enough to get a good night’s rest. Cpl, 
Bortz will be remembered by his 
friends in Garrett as “The Fuller 
Brush man.” 
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TEACHES RECRUITS 
AT ARMY CAMP 


SECOND LIEUT. MAURICE H. 
WESSEL 


—Photo by Sheers 


hoe Gt Mr. and) Mrs oR. Ch Wess: 
ot 415 East King street. Second Lieut. 
Maurice H. Wessel was graduated 
trom the Officers Candidate School at 
Fort Knox, Roe Ou! Nia 235 ahs Dav- 
ents were present for the exercises. 

Maurice attended the Garrett pub- 
lic schools and was graduated with the 
Classof 1935. He, was employed as a 
clerk in the local A. & P. store and la!- 
er worked for the Warner Automotive 
Parts dixision at Auburn as a gear in- 
Spector. In the meantime he took a 
Correspondence course in engineering. 

Maurice left in January, 1941. with 
a group of selectees from DeKalb 
county and Was inducted into the army 
at Fort Benjamin Harrison. He was 
sent to Fort Thomas, Ky., for a short 
period of time and then to Fort Knox. 
He was on maneuvers in Louisiana 
and North and South Carolina for 
three months. In February, 1942. he 
entered the Officers Candidate Schov! 
at Fort Knox and completed his course 
in three months. 

In a letter to his parents, Lieut. 
Wessel advises that he is an instruc- 
tor, with a class of 145 recruits. He 
is attending lectures in the evening 
and hopes to advance in rank by the 
completion of this work. He is 3 
member of the maintenance battalion 
of the Eiznth Armored division. 


UNDER THE COLORS 


Ist LT. HARRY OD. SHAFFER 


Just three years ago Oct. 10 this 
Garrett youth entered the service of 
Uncle Sam. He is a son of Ralph 
W. Shaffer of 316 South Peters 
street, 

Harry wag a member of the 1936 
class of Garrett high schoo! and for | 
several months wag employed as} 
Manager of the Rosenberger shoe 
Stores in various towns in Indiana 
and Ohio. He was employed as a fire- 
man by the Baltimore and Ohio when 
he was inducted into the army. After 
completing his basic training he took 
five weeks intensive training at the 
Harlingen Army Gunnery school in 
Texas and qualified as an expert aerial] 
triggerman, being awarded the silver 
wings ef a sunner sergeant. 

He later went to the west coast 
training command, where he was 
commissioned a lieutenant in the air 
Corps. He is now with the veteran 
Fighting Cocks Squadron of Brigadier 
General Earl W. Barnes’ 19th Air 
Forca Fighting Command in the Phil- 
ippines and is the transportation 
officer of his unit. His famed “Jungle 
Air Force” Squadron fought the Japs 
in air battles from Guadalcanal 
through the Philippines to the French 
IndoChina coast. Lt. Shaffer holds 
the Asiatic-Pacific campaign ribbon 
with four battle Stars and the Philip- 
pines Liberation tibbor with one star. 
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Brothers” “Sérve 


‘ . 


Two Garrett ‘brothers who are in the 
armed forces are Privates Cecil and 
Virgil Eugene Rowe. They are the 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Elza Rowe of 408 
North Walsh street. 

Cecil, the elder, attended the aeitote 
in Richland township before the fam- 
ily moved to Garrett. He was em- 
ployed for several years in the garage 
operated by Ora E. Donley and later 
took employment as‘a mechanic in 
Fort Wayne, where he was living 
when he was inducted into the army 
last June. He is stationed at Golds- 


PVTS. CECIL AND V. EUGENE ROWE” - 7 2% : 


Under the’ Flag 


aw 
Pad 


boro, N. C. His wife, the former Rive - 
lyn Parks of Helmer, and their nine 
year old son, Raymond, ~ live-‘in an 
apartmnt in the Elza Rowe residence. 
, Virgil Eugene Rowe. attended the 
Garrett public schools and was grad- 
uated in 1940. He was employed by 
the city to take care of the golf course 
and was also employed by the Garrett 
Ice Co. Hew eqas:inducted into the army 
on Sept." 26, 1942,"-and was sent to 
Camp Bowie, Tex. Three weeks ago 
he was transferred to Camp. Hood, 
Tex. ; 


a 
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WILL BE TORPEDOMAN 


EDWIN H. YANUSZEWSK]!I 
—Photo by Sheets. 


Edwin H. Yanuszewski has recently 
completed his “boot” training at the 
Naval Training station at Great Lakes, 
IIl., and has been enrolled in the serv- 
ice school for torpedomen. He earned 
selection to the school by making a 
high score in a series of aptitude tests 
during his “boot” training. Upon com- 
pleting the 16-week course he will be 
eligible for promotion to a petty of- 
ficer rating and be assigned to duty 
at sea or- ashore. 

Courses in 19 of the 49 special trades 
used in the navy are taught in service 
schools at Great Lakes. Bluejackets 
are instructed in the theory and prac- 
tical application of duties in the va- 
rious trades. Experienced petty offi- 
cers serve as instructors. 

Edwin was graduated from Garrett 
high school in the spring of 1941 and 
was inducted into the armed forces on 
Nov. 23 of last year. He is the young- 
est of three brothers now serving 
Uncle Sam, the other two being Sgt. 
Alex Yanuszewski, who iS Overseas, 
and Valentine Yanuszewski, who also 
is stationed at Great Lakes. The fat- 
ter graduated from the service school, 
completing a 16-week course, and is 
awaiting assignment to active duty 
with the feet or to an advanced serv- 
ice school for additional instruction. 


NAVY SPECIALIST 


VALENTINE Vv. YANUSZEWSK!I 
—Photo by Sheets. 


One of Garrett’s young men who is 
attending the service school at the U. 
S. Naval Training Station at Great 
Lakes, Ill., is Valentine V. Yanuszew- 
ski, son of Mr. and Mrs. V. P. Yanus- 
zewski of West King street, and he 
spent the week-end in Garrett with his 
parents. “Volley,” as he is best 
known, graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1940 and while in school he 
was active in the radio, athletic and 
drama clubs. He was also a member 
of the football team in his junior and 
senior years. 

He took employment with the Au- 
burn Rubber Co. following his grad1- 
ation. Later he worked for the Su- 
perior Coach Co. in Garrett and Gosh- 
en. He enlisted with Uncle Sam on 
Oct. 5, 1942, and has been selected <o 
become a specialist in the navy. Up- 
on completing his course he will be 
eligible for advancement to petty of- 
ficer ratings. Nineteen of the 49 spee- 
ialist trades used in the navy are 
taught at the Naval Training Station 
at Great Lakes. “Volley” will observe 
his twenty-first birthday on Valentine 
day feb. 14. 


SAFE IN AUSTRALIA 


PRIVATE MICHAEL-SOBASKY 


One of the five young men from this 
vicinity in Australia is Private 
Michael Sobasky, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis J. Sobasky of Altona, who ad- 
vised his parents by letter of his safe 
arrival in that country. 

Michael and his “buddy,” Glenn 
Greenfield, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver 
Greenfield of Altona, after the attack 
by the Japs at Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 
decided to enlist. They were induct- 
ed into the army at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison Dec. 29. They were 
transferred to Savannah, Ga., and 
then to San Francisco, from which 
point they sailed in February. Michael 
is in the coast guard artillery and is a 
member of a gun crew. 

In the letter to his. parents, Michael 
States that he likes the army and: the 
beautiful Australian country. Hé at- 
tended St. Joseph’s school; for, two 
years prior to his entrance into the 
army and is nineteen years*of age 
Thesnbove picture was taken~avhile he 
was at home on furlough. , 

hael has three bro ers,and four 
sisters, Joseph Sobas ME Louise 
Miller and Mrs. Charlga! McBride of 
Altona, Louis Sobasky ot: Kendallville, 
Richard Sobasky of f8t:*.Joe, Mrs. 
Charles Mitchell of A n Junction, 
and Mrs. Paul McCaingpfi McCool. 

Glenn Greenfield attehded Garrett 
high school for two years and later 
took employment with a magnesium 
company at Adrian, Mich., where he 
was employed at the time he enlisted. 
He is in the ordnance department, but 
his parents have not heard from him 
since he left the states. Glenn has a 
brother, Hollis, who is located at 
Camp New Cumberland, Pa. He 
was inducted into the army last July. 


The other three men from Garrett 


in. Australia are Lieut. Orlo Beber, . 


son’ of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Beber of 
High Street, Private Harold Clady, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Clady of 304 
South Walsh street, and Private Dean 
McBride, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
McBride of 102 South Cowen street. 
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~~ IN UNIFORM 


"PRO BERNARD L: WEAVER 

In a yecent letter to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Weaver of 
607 East Quincy street, Private First 
Class Bernard L. Weaver advises that 
he has been tran8ferred fo Camp El- 
liott, Calif. 

“Bergen,” as he is best known, 
was a member of the 1941 class of 
Garrett high school. He enlisted at 
Fort Wayne in the marines on Janu- 
ary 12, 1942, and seven days later 
left Garrett for the west coast. He 
received his basic training at San 
Diego, Calif., and was transferred to 
the Puget Sound Navy yard at Brem- 
ington, Wash., on March 21. He re- 
Mained there on M. P. duty until 
August 4, when he was transferred 
to Camp Elliott and assigned to cleri- 
cal duties, which he says is very in- 
teresting work. 

“Bergen” states the food, hours 
and the officers are fine and he real- 
ly enjoys army life. The camp is 
situated on 15,000 acres and the of- 
ficers’ quarters and the barracks are 
Practically new buildings, 

His address is PFC Bernard L. 
Weaver, Casual Co. Div. Hdqs. Bat. 
Spec. troops, 2nd Marine division, 
Fleet Marine Force, Camp Elliott, 
Calit. , : 
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IN MILITARY POLICE 
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SERGT. DONALD E. GREENWOOD 


After a few days’ visit with Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Greenwood of 500 East 
King street, their. son, Sergt. ‘Donald 
E. Greenwood, and, wife have re- 
turned to Rantoul, Ill. Sergt. Green- 
wood enlisted at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison June 1, 1939, and the following 
October was transferred to Fort 
Sheridan, [l., where he was assigned 
to the fifth division headquarters and 
military police company. 


Later he was transferred to Fort 
McClellan, Ala., for. the winter war 
maneuvers, which lasted over a period 
of eight weeks, during which the 
troops were in many army camps, 
such as Fort Oglethorpe and Fort 
Benning, Ga, Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Eglin Field, Fla., Camp Bouregarde, 
La., and the naval training base at 
Pensacola, Fla. He returned ito., Fort 
Harrison in June, 1940, and rE ained 
two months until he went ,with his 
outfit to Gamp McCoy, Wis.-f6s.more 
maneuvers. He returned toFort Har- 
rison in September of the same year 
and has been located at Chanute’ field, 
near Rantoul, since Sept. 28, 1940. 


Seret. Greenwood has received four 


Promotion appointments since his en- 
listment. He was made a first class 
Private on November 15, 1939, a cor- 
poral Oct. 21, 1940, a sergeant April 
7, 1941, and stafr sergeant May 26, 
1941, During thirty-two months of his 
three years in service he has been in 
the military Police 


SERVING UNCLE SAM 


PVT. LOWELL C. GASKILL 
‘ * —Photo by Sheets 


This local farm youth is Pvt. Lowell | 
C. Gaskill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira 
Gaskill of 5 miles south of Garrett. 
He was graduated from Huntertown 
high schoo! last April 19 and he left! 
for military duty June 4. He was: 
sent to Camp Atterbury for assign-, 
ment and then he was transferred to 
Camp Gordon, Ga. where he is now 
taking his basic infantry training. He 
is with Co. C, 28th battalion of ‘the 8th 
regiment. 

Lowell has a sister who is also 
serving Uncle Sam. She is Norma 


_ Gaskill AMM 3/c of the Wave, sta- 


tioned at Jacksonville, Fla. He has 


two other sisters, Mrs. Frank Sterling 


and Arlene, both of whom are at 
home. Mr. and’ Mrs. Gaskill are en- 
gaged in farming and trucking. 
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OFFICER IN ARMY 


LT. CHAS. GEO. HAMM JR. 


The subiect of today’s sketch of 
Garrett boys in service is better 
better known as Junior Hamm to his 
many friends. He igs a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. G. Hamm Sr. of 305 South 
Randolph street. He left the east coast 
recently for overseas. He is a member 
of an engineering aviation battalion. 

Lt. Hamm attended Garrett high 
school and was outstanding in foot- 
ball. basketball and track, taking part 
in these sports during his four years 
in high school. He was a member of 
the athletic, Hi-Y, freshman boys’ and 
radic clubs, serving as secretary of 
the latter for one year. He was also 
a member of the tennis team and was 
an art student during his freshman 
and sophomore years. 

He was graduated with the class of 
1938 and attended Manchester college 
two and a half years. He enlisted in 
the army Feb. 16, 1942, and was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant in De- 
cember. He received his training at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Camp Crow- 
der. Mo., Fort Monmouth, N. Y., Fort 
Belvoir, Va., Geiger Field, Wash.. and 
Fort George Wright, Wash. His moth- 
er is a native of Luxemburg and came 
to Garrett as a bride after Worid 
war 1. Her father was French and 
her mother Spanish. Her brothers 
fought with the French army in the 
first World war. Her husband was with 
the American army in France at that 
time. She now has three nephews 
fighting with the French agains the 
Axis. 


IN SUNNY HAWAII‘ 
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ATA eL of Garrett 
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Joe. as he is best known yh 
friends. is now located in Hawaii avd 
is attached to the-eommunicetions de-, 
partment of the 44th fighter squadron 
in the air corps. “For thos>® who wish 
to write to him his address is: AS 15- 
10-1492, 44th fighter squadron. 18th 
fighter group, communications depart- 
ment, APO 959, in care of the postmias- 
ter. San Francisco, Calif. 

Joe graduated from Garrett high 
school in 1939 and then attended 
Tri State college at Angola. where 
he studied aeronautical engineering 
for five semesters. On April 1 of this 
year, he volunteered for service in the 
army at Fort Wayne and he was im- 
mediately sent to Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison. 

After taking aptitude tests he was 
sent to Jefferson Barracks. Mo.. and 
was assigned to an air corps casual de- 
tachment for training. His sojourn 
in this country was short, as he sailed 
from San Francisco the latter part of 
April and arrived in Hawaii May 19. 

In letters to his parents, Joe is un- 
able to write what his duties are. How- 
ever, he states that he is located in a 
wonderful camp where there are fine 
barracks, tennis courts, sports arenas 
and other recreational facilities for 
the ‘men. He says that he is very 
busy -but that he likes the work, is 
connected witb a fine group of officers 
and menu and that he is happy. 
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WAR VETERANS TALK — %%:,.,2/ nove atoning 


S. C., Pyt. James Porter 


; 7 
TO GARRETT LIONS Heinle wt Ct and § 1/e Loren 
Lc. \ Slade Ee PC oe eee SOnville, Fla.. They all Spoke briefly, 


A local war veteran with his arm in Hial a | 

)@ cast as the result of a shrapnel 
wound and another who went un- 
scathed through 35 air missions over 
enemy territory were guests of the AVIATION PUPIL 
Garrett Lions club Monday night and ce ; 

{related some of their experiences, -The- ere ee 
first is Cpl. Ralph: Andrews and, the: 
other is S/Sgt. Paul Anderson. | 
’ Ralph is a patient at Billings Gen- 
eral hospital, Fort Benjamin Harri- 
‘son, and he is at home on a furlough. 
He was wounded during the invasion 
of France last June. His unit got into 
the battle the next day after landing 
on the beach near Cherbourgh and the 
fighting was continuous day and night. 
On the twelfth day, Ralph was advanc- 
ing along a hedgerow, crouching, ; 
when an enemy shell exploded and a 
Piece of shrapnel entered his back and 
emerged from the front side of his 
body at the shoulder. 

Ralph was picked up within a few 
minutes by the‘‘medics” and given im- 
mediate treatment. He was taken 
back to England on an LST’‘and a 
week and & half later he was flown to 
‘this country, the flight taking 17 
hours. He is improving but it is not 
certain whether his shoulder will be 
stiff. Despite his condition, he was! | 


- 


cheerful. . JOHN sg, BRADIN . 


~ 


A story about Sgt. Anderson, a tail One of th on 
gunner on a bomber, was published training to f harrett youths ne rissin 
in The Clipper last week, but he an- val aircraft 
Swered many questions propounded Bradin, son of John . 
by the Lions. He said that when his; North Peters street an 
crew was assigned to a mission,- the Bradin ©f 1202 South 
men were aroused at 1:30 or 2 a. m., John was a junior 
as considerable time was required for] school when he enlist 
dressing, breakfast, briefing and getting} last September. After 
equipment ready. The airmen wore “boot” training at 
electrically heated clothing, as: the| tion, he was sent 
temperature was sometimes 25 to 30| to begin training 
below zero at an altitude of several He was graduated 
miles. A bomber carries 13 machine title of radioman third class. Now he 
guns. The flights ranged -in time| '§ taking gunnery training at s 
from 4% hours to 9 hous, 50 min-| Diego naval air Station. | 
utes;and;a plane would burp¥g;690,| ~~ - Se ete! 
gallons’of gasoline. _ : 

The other service men who were | 
guests of the Lions were Pfc. Marvin | 
Hall. home from Camp Breckenridge, | 
Ky.. S 2/e Robert Ballentine of 


an . 
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SOLDIER FROM 
ST. JOE LOST BOTH 
FEET IN ITAL 


Wounds sustained by Pfe. John BE. 
Harter of St. Joe, DeKalb county, 
were more serious than first thought 
by his relatives. Mrs. Mearl Patee of 
Lakeshore drive, Auburn, has receiv- 
ed a letter from Pte. Harter, her 
nephew, in which he states that he 
lost both feet in the fighting in Italy. 

He is a patient at the MeCloskey 
General hospital in Temple, Texas. 
He was wounded just five days after 
the big push started from the Anzio 
beachhead in Italy. His letter to Mrs. 
Patee follows: 

“I arrived in the United States on 
the fifth of July. I will tell you what 
really happened to me, but you don’t 
need to feel sorry for me, because I[ 
will get along all right. I Sot Dein 
the right eye. Both my feet were am- 
putated, so I will get some new feet 
here, I was hit in both arms and I 
have two scars on my right arm, each 
about two inches long. On the left 
arm the scar is only about one inch 
long, so I think I did pretty well. 
You should have seen some of them 
—I mean you shouldn’t have seen 
them.”’ 

Although Pfe. Harter managed to 
avoid injury from the consistently 
vicious German shell fire while the 
beachhead was being established, his 
luck failed him when his unit spear- 
headed the attack that eventually 
broke the German defense ring a- 
round Anzio. 

“Our orders,” explained Pfe. Har- 
ter, “had been to move up, replace 
an outfit that was pinned down by 
the Jerries and then break through 
their lines, 

“Once you start moving up toward 
the enemy away from cover and your 
foxhole, you have to keep moving. 
You can’t stay put in any particular 
place with the natural cover for the 


Simple reason that the enemy will 

Plaster the spot with artillery and 

mortar shells. The only time you 
N fre any! th oat 


‘ime is when! 


to by enemy fire. 

-.- “That’s what happened to our ad- 
vance. So many artillery shells were 
going off in our faces and around us 
that we just had to hit the dirt. It 
Seemed that every sh@ll hit some- 
body. I was one of a Browning auto- 
Matic rifle squad. A close shell 
knocked off. the other two men. I 


i 


' 


took a fast dive into a shell‘hole. It! 


wasn’t a very large one, so my head 
Stuck out at one una nd my feet 
Out at the other. 4 Minute later a 
Sergeant came over:to see how I was 
doing. His coming there was an aw- 
ful break for him. but it saved my 
life. 

“The sergeant Was lying on the 
ground between me and the spot 
where the next Shell burst. Shrapne! 
from the shell killed him instantly 
and threw his body over mine. The! 
Pieces that his body didn't stop tore: 
my feet, hit me in the arm and right’ 


eye."? 
Pfe. Harter’s Wife, Mrs. Violet 
Harter, and a two-month-old daugh—-_ 


ter live near St. Joe. His Parents, Mr, 
and Mrs. Charles Harter, reside at 
Newville. 


NOW A CAPTAIN 
Bs aie ae 


Mr, ‘and Mrs. Ralph Childers of 308 
South Walsh street received word Fri- 
day from their son, George T. Childers, 
that he has been promoted from the 
rank of lieutenant to captain in the 
army. 

Capt. Childers ig 31 years of age. 
He graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1931 and he spent four years in 
‘CMTC training at Portland, Ore., re- 
ceiving a commission as first lieuten- 
ant. yi 
Capt. Childers has been stationed ‘at 
various camps throughout the country. 
He is at present located at a prisoners 
of war camp, Camp Papago Park, Ariz., 
where he is in charge of a group of 
German war prisoners, 
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TELLS THRILLS AT SEA 


NATHAN P. McCULLY 
Gunner’s: Mate, Second Class 


When Nathan McCully walked into 
the home of his mother, Mrs. Elsie Me- 
Cully of 212 Britton street. Friday aft- 
ernoon it was the first time he had 
set foot in his home town since July, 
1938, or almost five years ago. 

Nathan is a gunner’s mate, second 
class. on one of Uncle Sam’s proudest 
fighting ships, the U.S. S. Pensacola, 
a heavy cruiser now in Pearl Har- 
bor. Nathan’s big job is to com- 
mand the gun loading crew for a big 
8 inch gun located in the rear of the 
vessel. The gun fires a projectile 
weighing 250 pounds and has a range 
up to 15 miles, 

This Garrett youth, who is only 23 
years of age, has practically seen the 
world. He graduated from the public 
high school in 1937, and’ enlisted 
March 22, 1938. in the navy. He re- 
ceived his boot training at the Great 
Lakes naval training station. In July, 
1938. he was transferred to the west 
cOast and assigned to the Pensacola. 
For more than a year the ship was on 
routine Cruises out of San Francisco 
and then on Oct. 5, 1939. it sailed for 
Pearl Harbor. which became its base. 

When the Japanese attacked on 
Dec. 7. 1941. the Pensacola was on 
troop convoy duty. half way between 
Pearl Harbor and Australia. The 
cruiser continued on its course and 
docked at Brisbane. Australia. where 
it remained over Christmas and New 
Wears. On Jan. 4, 1942, it steamed 
out of the harbor to a rendezvous 
with other ships of the Pacific fleet. 


An attack was planned on Rabaul, 
Solomon islands, but they were spotted 
hy 16 Jap bombers. It was in this 
engagement that an American. Lt. 
O'Hara, becume an ace. There was 
no damage to the fleet, but as its 
Diesence was Known the attack was 
cancelled. 

Nathan nex! saw action in Nhe bat- 
TIED OF EMid wav. it was in ethis,en- 
counter that the aircraft carrier York- 
TOME Was Stu No other ship was 
damaged as the Jap planes concen- 


qvated all of their fire on the carrier. 


Nathan left Pearl Harbor March 
30 for a furlough and will report 
back for duty the early part of May. 
He says it is “swell” to get back 
home and that it is difficult here to 
realize there is a war going on. 

Nathan has a brother who is also 
serving his country, Corp. Emil Mc- 
Cully. who is a ground mechanic in 
the air corps 2. Panania. 
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CORP. MARK E. FRETZ 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie Fretz of three 
and one-half miles northeast of Garrett 
have received word from their son, 
Mark, that he has been advanced to 
the rating of corporal. 

Mark was graduated from Garrett 
high school with the class of 1935 and 
for three years worked on the farm. 
He later attended Trf State college at 
Angola, taking a course in chemical 
engineering. He was employed by the 
Detroit Sulphite Paper Co., prior to 
his induction into the army at Fort 
Custer, Mich., on November 14, 1941. 
Ten days later he was transferred to 
Camp Wheeler,. Ga., where he is a 
member of Co. D., 6th infantry train- 
ing battalion. He ftraing buglers for 
combatant service and is also doing 
some instructing in basic training. 


Sey 


LOCAL YOUNG MAN RADIO 
TECHNICIAN IN AIR CORPS 


Start Sergeant J. David Murley. son} 
af Mr. and Mrs. Owen A. Murley of S14) 
South Lee street, has an 
important job in Uncle 
corps, being a radio flight 
and assistant aerial engineer. 

Berore being elevated to his pres- 
ent position. David had to go through 
many vears of technical training. Up- 
on graduation from Garrett high 
school in 1984. he worked for the lo- 
cal Kroger store for a-year. 
1935. he enlisted for a period of three 
years at Chanute field. Rantoul. IIL. 
and entered the air corps’ technical 
school for radio repairmen. 

Upon his graduation a year later 
with the title of radio repairman. he 
was assigned to Moffett Field. Calif. 
which is near San Francisco. 


exceedingly | 
a i a 
Daisy cla 
operator | 


| 


{ 


In May. 


The. 


trip was made by plane to New York! 


City, where he boarded a steamer for 
San Francisco via the Panama canal. 


At the end of his three-year period. he: 


again enlisted and 
Lake City, where he remained for 
years. He was again transferred. 
time to Bowing Field near Seattle, 
Wash. It was at this location that he 
was promoted to staff serveant and 
signed his papers for a second re-en- 
listment. 

David was ordered to report to Ham- 
ilton Field. near San Francisco. last 
June and was assigned as radio flight 
operator and assistant aerial engineer 
to the private Douglas Mainliner plane 


two 


was sent to Salt; 


this | 


of Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt. | 


commanding general of the Western 
Defense Command and Fourth Army. 
The importance of David’s job can 


be gleaned from the fact that General | 


DeWitt is considered 
time the most important army 
in continental United States west of 
the Mississippi. In his hands rest the 
command of the fourth army, 
the four field armies of the United 
States, and the welfare ot some 12.- 
000,000 persons in the eight western 
states and Alaska, and a significant 
share of the destiny of the United 


at the present | 
man | 


one ot | 


States at war, the defense of Amer- 
ica’s Pacific seaboard from Dutch} 
Harbor to the Mexican border. His. 


duties carry him to many points and! 


when he travels by plane, 
geant Murley is with him. 


Staff Ser- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


J. DAVID MURLEY 


The following letter was 
by the Garrett Odd Fellows lodge from 
David: 

“Dear Brother Odd Fellows: I wish 
to thank the lodge for the action in 


giving the brothers in the service paid: 


membership for the duration of the 
war. Such action shows true fellow- 
ship of our organization and also even 


though we are far 
thought of. 


away we are 


“We in tne service and those to be 


called to the service in the near future 
need the undivided efforts of those at 


Continued 


received , 
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lhome in giving us the equipment 
'which will enable us to win the war. 
‘Every time we receive a new piece of 
equipment we know that a father, 
brother or even a mother or a sister 
of ours must have helped deliver it 
whether it be in production or trans- 
portation. We get very dissappointed 
when we read of labor disputes over 
hours and wages when the time we 
work is governed only by when our 
job is finished or when we are proper- 
ly relieved. I don’t mean to write a 
lecture but I know you as brothers 
will understand. 

“My father has no doubt told you 
of my work. If he hasn't. here goes. 
I am the radio flight operator and as- 
sistant aerial engineer of the plane as- 
signed to the commanding general. 
Western Defense Command and 
Fourth Army. The plane, is a Douglas 
Mainliner and is all upholstered in 
green plush. It is really quite deluxe 
Our flights cover all the western 
states and sometimes into the middle 
| west. Surely wish one would be ex 
|}tended to Indiana. I have attended 
the Marin lodge in San Rafael, Calif.. 
and they have a nice building and 
, lodge rooms. The lodge itself is far- 
|ing quite well. The last meeting I at- 
tended they voted for the purchase of 
some defense bonds, which was a very 
noble thing to do in my opinion and 
pee members of the lodge must have 
‘thought so also for I heard no com- 
plaints or dissatisfaction from it. 

“T hope this letter finds al! brothers 
well and those who are not. I wish 
would get well soon.” 


TO THE SHORES. 
OF TRIPOLI 


TEE 
Two farewell parties were given - 
Harold Fuller, 18, son of Mr. and M 
H. E. Fuller of 309 South Walsh stre 
: who left Thu 
day morni 
to begin i 
duties as 
Member of t 
U. S. “mari 
corps. 
Harold ‘ 
listed July 2 
the Fort Way 
recruiting 
fice. The fi) 
party was he 
Sunday'’" e 
Rings ats t 
Harold Fuller Fuller hon 


wreay 


HARRY M. CROWL 
WAS ‘SLIGHTLY’ 
HURT IN FRANCE 


Mrs. Ruth Crowl of 218 West ltey- 
ser street, (Garrett, has received a 
message from Adjutant General Ulio 
reading as follows: ‘‘Regret to in- 
form you, your son, Pfe. Harry M. 
Crowl was on June 6 slightly injured 
in action in France. You will be ad- 
vised as reports of condition are re- 
ceived.” 

Harry attended the Garrett public 
schools and then went to work for 
k. S. Elam in the painting and deco- 
rating business. He was inducted in- 
to the army Jan. 28, 1941, and went 
tow Hones WKnox) Ky. stor enise Dasic 
training. He received advanced train- 
ing in various camps, including 
Camp Atterbury, Ind., Camp Gordon 
Johnston, Fla.. a camp in Nashville, 
Tenn., Camp Breckenridge, Ky., and 
Fort Jackson, S. C. In January of 
this year he was sent overseas. He 
will be 26 years of age on July 29. 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Claron 
C. Crowl and has a brother, Pvt. 
Robert Crowl, who entered the mili- 
tary service March 4, 1948, and is 
now stationed in the medical depart- 


ment, station hospital, Kelly Field, 


Texas. 


with twenty-two relatives- prese 
Neighbors and friends gathered’ att 
Fuller home Tuesday evening. Ap 
luck supper was served and cards a 
dancing were enjoyed. Harold ; 
ceived many fine gifts at both Parti 

A member of the 1942 class of G: 
rett high school, Harold belonged 
the Freshman Boys’ club, the Hi 
Club, the boys’ chorus, the mixed ch« 
us, the Scout club, the Boys’ Athlet 
club, the basketball, football and tra. 
teams. 

With Harold’s enlistment, the blo: 
that he lives in boasts of eight bo. 
who have answered the call to tl 
colors,, ‘The others are Wayne Joh 
son, living at No. 301; Harold _Slad 
at No. 314; Chester Morris at No. 31 
and .the four Childers brothe: 
George, Roy, Robert and Merle, who 
home is at No. 308. This is -believ: 


-to be the largesc number from. ai 
block in Garrett. 


a 
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ACTION ON LEYTE 


SGT. JACK R. MILLER 


A recent news release from the 
Fifth air force headquarters relates 
that Sgt. Jack R. Miller. son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Ralph Miller of 402 South 
Randolph street, had some exciting 
action on Leyte island last December. 
Sgt. Miller’s wife, the former Jose- 
Phine Elliott of Zanesville, O=Fiis 
residing in California. 


Sgt. Miller is a finance officer with 
the Fifth air force. The non-combat- 
ant elements of the unit’s headquart- 
ers were suddenly called into action 
on Dec. 6. Jap paratroopers landed 
only a half mile away. Most of the 
surprised Americans wore shorts, 
had one sock on, others were bare- 
footed, but all of them carried their 
helmets and carbines. The com- 
munique reads as follows: 

“Within half an bheour this little 
band of office personne! was joined 
by two medium tanks. They fought a 
holding action and, at the same time, 
covered the retreat of a signal com- 
pany that was unable to defend itself. 
It was determined that about 150 
Japs had infiltrated into the construc- 
tion camp during the night. By after- 
noon 25 Japs had been killed and the 
situation was well in hand, but there 
was constant firing of sma!! arms and 
automatic weapons. Officers and en- 
listed men sat at their desks with 
helmets on, revolvers strapped to 
their waists, or carbines leaning con- 


ae 


veniently by. Other Jap paratroop- 
ers landed in the next several days 
but Rangers and other units of the 
Sixth army had arrived and the Japs 
were annihilated by the score. The 


‘whole affair was climaxed Christmas 


night when the Fifth air force non- 


combatants were presented by an in- 


fantry ~ ~ company . with a Jap battle 


flag.” 


Sgt. Miller wes graduated _from 


Garrett high school in 1930. At the 
time he was inducted’ in, April, 1943, 
into the military service he was. office 
manager and. ‘auditor. of: a uplastic 
concern Th Los Angeles. He received 
training at Fort Benjamin Harrison, 
Indianapolis, and at Kearns Field, 
Utah, before going overseas in Decen- 
ber, 1943. He has been in New Guinea 
and the Dutch East Indies. 


PVT. JOSEPH J. LEESON 


Private Leeson has been in the ser- 
vice of Uncle Sam just four months, 
having been called for duty on Sep- 
tember 15. He spent three days at 
Camp Perry, O., and from there went 
to Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., where he 
remained until two weeks ago, when 
he was sent to the west coast. In a 
recent letter to his mother, Mrs. Doro- 
thy Leeson of Altona, he stated that 
he was well and for her not to worry, 
but that he would soon be‘on his way 
overseas. Joe is a graduate of- Garrett 
high: school, having completed his 
work in 1940. His father, Joseph Di 
Leesdn, formerly of Altona,,is in 
chdrge of the U. S. reagan ‘tax unit 
vat Cincinnati. sf 
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Sister, Brother in Uniform 


FRIEDA DECKER S$ 2/C 


A sister and brother who are serv- 
ing their country are Frieda I. Deck- 
er S 2/c, 24, of the Wave and Pfc. 
Lester L. Decker, 29, who is with an 
anti-aircraft unit in England. They 
are children of Mr. and Mrs. E. B. 
Decker of 217 West Second avenue. 
Mr. ‘and Mrs. Decker formerly lived 
on a farm two and three-quarters 
miles northwest of Garrett and they 
moved to Garrett a year ago. 

Lester is married and his wife, the 
former Olive Brown, and their son, 
Jimmy, who was two years old Feb. 
88, live with Mrs. Decker’s mother at 
Cedarville, Ind. 

Frieda was graduated from Leo high 
school with the class of 1938. She 
worked at the Nature’s Rival Co. in 
Garrett, Messenger Corp. in Auburn 
and then she became a rotor winder 
at the General Electric Co. in Fort 


| Sept. 1, 1944, in Chicago and on Nov. 


PFC. LESTER DECKER 


Wayne. She volunteered for the Wave, 
/ 
15 she entered Hunter College, New | 
York City, for eight weeks’ training. | 
She is now in the naval ordnance de- | 
partment, Washington, D. C. | 

| 


Lester also attended the Leo school 
and he did farming for a while near 
Huntertown. He was working for the | 
Pennsylvania railroad at the time of 
his induction into the army at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison Sept. 29, 1943. He} 
received his training at various camps 
in Texas, California and Mississippi. 
He went to England last Dec. 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Decker have 
another daughter and five other sons: 
Mrs. Paul Miser, Isaac and Charles 
Decker of Fort Wayne, Ralph at home, 
Alton of Huntertown and Otto of Au- 
burn. 
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* U.S. Naval Instructors 


ENSIGN GEORGE OMOHUNDRO 


Mr. and Mrs. Chas. P. Omohundro 
of 613 West Keyser street are enter- 
taining their two sons, Ensign Frank 
12) Omohundro, who arrived last week 


from Cambridge, Mass., and Ensign 
George Omohundro, who came Sunday 
from Ithaca*N, yY, 

George completed a sixteen weeks’ 
‘training in Diesel engineering at Cor- 
nell university at Ithaca last Friday 
evening. A graduate of Garrett high 
school in 1936, he completed a course 
in chemical engineering at Purdue uni- 
versity in 1940.° He then took a po- 
sition in California, but later went to 
the University of Delaware, where he 
was a part-time teacher and was 
working on his-Masters degree when 
he enlisted in the Naval Reserve 
Corps last July. He was given the 


ENSIGN FRANK p, OMOHUNDRO: 


rank of ensign. He was inducted in- 
to service at Philadelphia and was 


ordered at once to-report at Cornell | 


university for training. He will 
spend his leave in Garrett and return 
to Cornell as an instructor. 

Ensign Frank P. Omohufdro also is 
a graduate of Garrett high school and 
was one of 20 of 650 members of the 
graduating class at the Naval Acad- 
emy at Annapolis last June assigned 
to teach in various universities. He 
was sent to Harvard university at 
Cambridge, Mass., and has been an 
instructor since that time. When he 
leaves Garrett this week he will [-40) 
to Norfolk, Va., to be on the staff of 
the service schools. Mrs. Frank Omo- 
hundro is the former Alice Jordan of 
Tyler, Tex., and she is hére with ‘her 
husband. L 
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TEACHES AT HARVARD’ 


ENSIGN FRANK. PARNELL 
OMGHUNDRO ag 


Being selected 'as one of twenty 
from a graduating class o? 650 at the; 
U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Md., to teach in different, universities, 
Ensign Frank Parnell Omohundro, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Omohundro 
of 613 West Keyser street, has been 
assigned to the staff of Harvard. Uni- 
versity at Cambridge, Mass., “for a 
three-month period. Seven “OR his 
classmates also were assigned to 
duties at Harvard. & 

The graduating exercises at Annap- 
olis were held on June 19, following 
the June - week activities at the: 
academy.  Frank’s parents and Miss 
Elizabeth Ann VanFleit of Garrett, 
and his brother, George’ Omohundro, 
a student and part time teacher at 
the University of Delaware at Newark, 
Dela., spent June week at Annapolis 

In Garrett high school, from which 
he graduated in 1938, Frank distin- 
guished himself as an honor student 
and football player, He was president 
of his graduating class and was a 
member of the football, wrestling and 
track teams. 

Frank entered Purdue university in 
the fall of 1938 and was later appoint- 
ed to the Naval Academy, entering the | 
school in June, 1939. His fine grades | 


in high school and college permitted 


‘him to enter the academy without tak- 


ing tHe usual scholastic examinations. 
He was graduated with high honors 
and he received his letter in athletics, 
being a member na vawsity crew. 
He will come to September 
on a furlough and | een wijl be as- 
signed to other, aut by the navy de- 
ean th 


Men's 


ENSIGN GEORGE OMOHUNDRO 


Mr. and Mrs. Chas. P. Omohundro 
of 613 West Keyser street have re- 
ceived word that their son, George, en- 
listed in the Naval Reserve Corps and 
that he was given a commission as en- 
sign. He was inducted into the U. 8S. 
service at Philadelphia and was ord- 
ered to report at once at Cornell uni- 
versity for sixteen weeks’ training in 
Diesel engineering. It is expected 
that he will then, be penienes to sea 
duty. 8 3 

Ensign Goionenahee a8 & graduate of 
Garrett high school and completed a 
course in chemical engineering at Pur- 
due university in 1940. He then took 
@ position in California, but later went 
to the University of Delaware, where 
he was a part-time teacher and was 
working on his master’s degree pahthohe 
he enlisted in the navy. : 

Ensign Frank Omohundro, raaeeat 8 
brother, was graduated from the naval 
academy at Annapolis last month and 
was ona of 20 of the 650 membarg in 
the class selected to teach at different 
universities. He was assigned to Har- 
vard, where he is training members of 
the naval reserve. om 


| 
| 
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LT. FRANK P, OMOHUNDRO 


Lt. Frank P. Omohundro, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas. P, Omohundro of 613 | 
West Keyser street, is the gunnery! 
officer on one of Uncle Sam’s latest 
type destroyers. His ship is now on 
duty in the South Pacific and Frank 
has been in several engagements, in- 
cluding the recent big sea battle with 
the Japs in the Philippine Islands. 

Frank graduated from Garrett high 
school and won an appointment to 
Annapolis, graduating from the naval. 
academy:in June, 1942. He was one, 
of 20 of 650 members of the graduat- 
ing class to be assigned to teach in 
various universities. He was instruct- 
ing at Harvard university for a while 
and in February, 1943, he was sent to 
Kearney, N. J., to go aboard a newly 
commissioned destroyer. During the 
year 1943 his ship was on convoy 
duty off the east coast and in January 
of this year his destroyer was trans- 
ferred to the South Pacific. In May 
and June he was on duty at San Fran- 
cisco and then he returned to the 
South Pacific, where he has been ever 
since. 


Brothers Are Navy Lieutenants 


LT. GEORGE OMOHUNDRO 


Frank was promoted to lieutenant 
(j-g-) in Octcber, 1943, and on July 1 
of this year he was elevated to the 
rank of full lieutenant. He recently 
wrote his parents the following letter: 

“Dear Mom and Dad: 

“It is amazing the way time passes 


,out here; | was going to write to you 


just after Thanksgiving to tell you 
abcut 2ur dinner and here it is nearly 
a week later. Well, anyway, it was | 
a wonderful dinner and of course || 
was very full when it was over. We. 
had all the trimmings and the only 
thing that was missing was the folks | 
at home that we love. 

“We were more fertunate than 


‘many out here for we were in port, 


such as it is, and we were able to re- 
lax and enjoy our meal. We had 
plenty of turkey and even had pump- 
kin pie a la mode for dessert. Still 
It did not compare with home 
cooked focd, especially yours, Mom. 
Yes, Mom, we have much to be thank- 
ful for, including those of us out 


Continued next page 


Omohunde Cont. 


here, because we know that we are 
fighting for a cause that is just and 
|we are winning. We know that we 
have a powerful nation of tender- 
hearted people at home who are pray- 
ing for our victories and safe return; 
they are keeping us well supplied 
and very well supported so we can- 
not fail. Still, Mom, ! am afraid that 
your wish that the war will be over 
before another Thanksgiving rolls 
‘around cannot be granted for there is 
more work to be done out here than 
can possibly be done in a year’s time; 
however, | am sure that it will not 
require much more than four. or five 
months more than a-year. The Ger 
mans fooled us badly in how long 
they would be able to hold out so 
naturally that is slowing the end of 
the war out here; but they cannot 
hold out much longer and then things 
will really roll out here. We are do- 
ing pretty well right now, don’t you 
think? Give my regards to all. Take 
care of yourselves. 


+ < “Love, Frank.” 


Frank’s brother, George, is also 2 
full lieutenant in Uncle Sam’s navy, 
being a Diesel expert on a destroyer 
escort vessel acting on convoy duty 
in the Atlantic. 


George was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1936 and he completed a 
course in chemical engineering at 
|Purdue university in 1940. He then 
|took a position in California, but later 
went to the University of Delaware, 
where he was a part-time teacher and 
was working on his Master’s degree 
when he enlisted in the Naval Re- 
serve Corps in July, 1942 He was 
inducted into service at Philadelphia, 
being given the rank of ensign, and 
he then took a sixteen weeks’ course 
in Diesel engineering at Cornell! uni- 
versity. He received additional train- 
ing at Miami, Fla., and Beloit, Wis., 
before being assigned to active sea 
|duty in the spring of 1943. He was 
made a lieutenant (j.g.) in October, 
1943, and was promoted to full liew 
tenant last October 1. 


AN INSTRUCTOR 


SGT. HAROLD W. OWEN 


| ' 
| Home recently from Fort MecClel- 


lan, Ala., this DeKalb county soldier! 
| has returned to his base. His father, | 
| James Owen, has been critically ill} 
| with a disease known as anemia, but 
‘ig recovering. “Buck,” as Sgt. Owen | 
is best known, was employed as a 
fireman on the Baltimore and Ohio 
before entering the armed forces in! 
June, 1944. He received his basic! 
training at Fort McClellan and was| 
; placed in the infantry. He was ad-| 
| vanced from private first class to cor- | 
poral in February of this year and | 
was promoted to his present rating in 
April. He is still stationed at Fort 
McClellan as a trainee instructor. 
His wife is the former Ruth Baker of | 
Altona and she and their three chil-| 
dren, Jimmie B., Susie Q. and Bonnie 
Bell, reside at 305 West King street. 
Sgt. Owen is a son of Mr. and Mrsp 
James Owen of Hudson, Ind. 


| 
| 


= 


ine) 
U1 


WEARS NAVY RIBBONS 


Serving as a divis'onal engineering 
officer on one of Uncle Sam's big 
aircraft carriers in the South Pacific 
is Lt. Stephen D. Fitch, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. H. Fitch of 821 Midway Drive, 
Auburn. His wife, the former Cather- 
ine Gallatin, is residing for the dura- 
tion with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
|\A. W. Gallatin of 515 South Harrison 
street. She is a graduate of Garrett 
high school and DePauw university. 
Lt. Fitch’s mother is the former Ma- 
bel Snyder of 416 South Randolph 
Street. 

Stephen graduated from Auburn 
high school in 1937. He took a post 
graduate course for one year, attend- 
ing school in the mornings and work- 
ing at the Auburn Stoker Co. in the 


afternoons. In September, 1938, he 
entered Purdue university, majoring 
in mechanical engineering. He be- 


came a member of the Theta Xi fra- 
ternity. In July, 1940, the navy is- 
sued a call for att students interested 
in naval training to take a cruise.: 
If they passed certain qualifications 
on the cruise they would be eligible 
to take training as midshipmen. | 
“Stephen went on the cruise and 
Passed the tests. 

Stephen was called for training 
in September, 1940, and was sent to 
Abbott hall, Northwestern university, 
Chicago. He received his commis- 
sion as an ensign in December, 1940, 
and his first assignment was in the 


LT. STEPHEN D. FITCH 


engineering division on board a bat- 
tleship, which was on convoy duty 
in the Atlantic. A year later he was 
transferred to Cristobal, Panama Ca- 
nal Zone, as assistant port director. 
in eine, 1942, he was promoted to 
lieutenant (j.g.) and six months later 
was elevated to lieutenant senior 
grade. The following February he 
was transferred back to the United 
States and assigned to his present 
ship, which is of the Essex class and 
Which at that time was under con. 


struction. In July, 1943, the ship 
went into active duty in the South 
Pacific. 

Stephen is the wearer of four cam- 
Paign ribbons: Pre-Pearl Harbor with 
one star, which indicates he Was in 
the naval service one year before the 
Pearl Harbor attack; the American 
theatre, European theatre and the 
Asiatic-Pacific theatre. On his Asi- 
atic-Pacific ribbon he ig authorized to 
Wear six campaign stars. Since Aug. 
31, 1943, he has Participated in the 
following battles: Marcus island, Tara- 
wa island, Wake island, New Guinea 
operation, Treasury-Bougainville op- 
eration, Bismarck-Archipelago opera- 
tion, Gilbert islands, Marshall islands, 
Truk, Palau and the battle with the 
Jap fleet near the Gi Fart islands on 
June 22, 1944, 


ROBERT-E. WISE 


Robert fy, Wise# seaman second 
class, was buried in Woodlawn ceme- 
tery in Auburn following a military 
funeral. He was 21 years of age and 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wise, 
of northeast of Garrett. The sailor 
died at the nava! base at Memphis, 
Tenn., when a blaod clot developed 
following an operation, 
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UNDER THE FLAG 


STAFF SGT. POBERT-™. HEITZ 


This DeKalb county youth is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Heitz, who 
live four and one-half miles southwest 
of Garrett. He was among the second 
group. of volunteers from DeKalb 
county to enlist for service in World 
war 2, leaving with a group from Au- 
burn on Jan, 28, 1941, He was sent to 
Fort Knox, Ky., where he took his 
basic training, and he then attended 
the David Rankin mechanical school 
at St. Louis. He returned to Fort Knox 
and was transferred to Camp Breck- 
enridge, Ky., in November, 1942, and 
remained there in the medical corps, 
doing personnel office work, until June, 
1943. He then was sent to Co. A, 68th 
Replasement Battalion, at Camp Jo- 
seph T. Robinson, Ark., and the lat- 
ter part of July he went to Florida. His 
address is Staff Sgt. Robert M. Heitz, 
ASN-35151936, Serv. Co. 255th Inf., 
Dept. 63rd Inf. Div., APO 410, Camp 
Blanding, Fla... 

Robert attendéd- the Garrett public 
schools for a while and was graduated 
from the LaOtte high school in 1936. 
He was engaged in farming at the 
paternal home before his enlistment. 


AN-ACK ACK FIGHTER 
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CORP. ELTON DAVIS HOWARD JR. 


Another of Garrett’s young men who 
is serving Uncle Sam is Corporal 
Elton D. Howard, only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. D.*Howard Sr. of 908 South 
Randolph street. Following his grad- 
uation from Garrett high school in 
1937 he was employed at the Eagan 
bakery and later entered the service 
of the Baltimore anf Ohio as a ‘fire- 
man. 

He was inducted into the army at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison on December 
31, 1941, ond was sent to Camp Wal- 
lace, Tex., where he remained four 
months. While there he was assigned 
to duties known as gun commander. 


An, April he was transferred to Camp 


‘Davis "N. C., and promoted to the rank 
‘Of corporal. He is attending the elec- 
trical engineering school at the pres- 
ent time and is assigned to the anti- 
aircraft division of the coast artillery. 
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Edw. Steigmeyer to be 
U.S. Radio Technician 


Edward J. Steigmeyer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. J. Steigmeyer of 308 South 


ioe 


young men from 
northeastern Indi- 
ana who received 
their preliminary 
examinations at 
the army recruit- 
ing station in Fort 
Wayne onday 
and went to In- 
dianapolis for in- 
duction into the 
regular army. Ed- 
ward’s parents re 
ceived a card from 
Wednesday 


Edward J. 
Steigmeyer him 


and he is now located at Jefferson 


field, Mo. He was a member of this 
year’s graduating class of Garrett 
high school ard enlisted as a radio 
technician: Auother member of. the 
1941 class, Roger Whirledge, previous- 
ly; enlistéd * ‘in’ AER? coasteuard.4-32-<, 2 


Good news came to Mr. and Mrs. R. 
J. Steigmeyer of 308 South Cowen 
street Tuesday when they received a 
letter from their son, Sgt. Edward 
Steigmeyer, who was reported serious- 
ly ill in the Asiatic area on Sept. 16. 
The letter, dated Oct. 9, follows: 

“I hope this letter does not surprise 
you too much for I know you have not 
heard from me in some time and the 
news I give you isn’t what you ex- 
pected. I am at the present time oF 
my way back to the U.S. A. (believe 
it or not). I cannot say when I will 
arrive in‘the states exactly, but it wiil 
be before Thanksgiving’ and I have 
hopes of getting a furlough over the 
Christmas holidays. So kill the fatted 
calf for I’ll be there. I am in the best 
of health and very lucky on this trip, 
as so far, I have not been seasick.” 


Edward was in India for the past: 
seven months and before the war de-: 


partment sent a message in September 
advising his parents of his illness, ae 
had written a V mail letter to them 
stating that he was going on a mis- 
sion and they should not write to him 
until they heard from him as he would 
have a change of address. His par- 
ents are of the opinion that he started 
on his mission and became ill and was 
placed in a base hospital. He is a 
radio technician in the air force. 


Cowen BREA! was among the seven . 


,River, Baltimore 20, Md. 


Two of Eddie’s three brothers who 
are in U. S. service were recentiy 
transferred. Pfc. Ralph Steigmeyer is 
now stationed at Baltimore, having 
been transferred there from Seymour 
Johnston Field, N. C., and his address 
is 20th AASTTD, Dorm. No. 1, Middie 
Corporal 
Jerome E. Steigmeyer was formerly 
stationed at Camp McCoy, Wis., but 
his address now is Hdq. Dep. 2nd Bn. 
476th QM. Trk. Regt. Camp Tyson, 
Tenn. The third brother, Adrian, is 
in the navy and has the rating of sea- 
Man second class, being stationed at 
Jacksonville, Fla. The fifth son in the 
family, James, who is employed in 
Fort Wayne, will go to Baltimore 
Saturday to. spend the week- end witn 
Ralph. 
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5 Roser’ ‘Gordon, son oF" Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph“F. Gordon of 519 South. Guil- 
ford street, left- Wednesday for’ induc- 
eet tion’ into the’-U. S. 
a4: y coast guard: at In- 
a ‘dianapolis. He 
signed his enlist- 
Ment papers at In- 
dianapolis June 15. 
Roger was grad- 
uated from Garrett 
high school in 1941, 
where he wis prom- 
inent in school ac- 
cient Balk tivities. He was a 
Roget Gordon -member of -the 
Hi-Y,. mixed chorus and the athletic 
club and was a varsity member of.the 
basketpatl, football and track teams. 


Upon graduation from school, Roger 
took: é€mployment with the Interstate 
' Truckifg’ Co. in Fort Wayne. “ast 
Octobef the hired out with the Balti- 
more: and Ohio railroad in:the main- 
tenance of way department and in De- 
cember, he was transferred to the sig: 
nal maintenance division, working a$ 
a helper at willerd and Walkerton. 

Roger has one ‘brucaer, John Gordon 


of East King street,.and a sister, Mrs. 
Frank Snepp of Auburn. 


ke 
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Thomas GC. 


SPECIAL AGENT THOS. G. CHEW 


Eligible for discharge from the 
United States army counter intelli- 
gence corps, this former Garrett resi- 
dent hopes goon to be with his fam- 
ily, who for the duration are living 
with Mr. Chew’s mother, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Chew, at 117 East Keyser street. 
The family. resided in Arlington, Va., 
before Tom joined the military ser- 
vice. 

In civilian life an attorney, Tom 
was inducted into the army at Fort 
George Meade, Md., in March, 1944, 
and was assigned to the signal corps. 
He received his basic training at 
Camp Crowder, Mo., and took_special 
training in radio coding and decod- 
ing messages. After completing this 
training he was appointed an instruct- 
or. He received the rifle marksman- 
ship medal and in November, 1944, 
was transferred to Camp Beale, Calif. 
He sailed from the west coast in De 
cember. Upon arriving in Dutch New 
Guinea, upon request of his com- 
mandRt* “>fficer, Tom was assigned 


His 
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Chew and 
Children | 


EMILY VIRGINIA CHEW 
—Photo by Sheets 


to a mobile machine recording unit at- 
tached to the adjutant general’s de- 
partment. While in Dutch New Gui- 
nea his unit was awarded Bronze 
Stars. After serving 5 months there, 
he was sent to the Philippines and 
was again recommended by his com- 
manding officer for specialized train- 
ing in military intelligence. He en- 
rolled in the school of special agents 
of the army, which was located in 
Manila. Upon successful completion 
of this course he was awarded a certi- 
ficate. 

Tom was on duty on Luzon, Guam 
and Saipan islands.and at Sasebo, a 
Japanese city on the island of Kyu- 
shu. He visited Nagasaki, where one 
of the atomic bombs was dropped. |, 
For the past two months he has been. 
in Japan working with the counter 
intelligence corps. He has over 60 
service points to his credit. 

A graduate of Garrett high school, 
Tom attended DePauw university for 
two years before going to Washing- 


Continued 
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THOMAS CHEW 
—Photo by Sheets 


ton, D. C. He received the degree of 
Bachelor of Law from George Wash- 
ington university and took a course 
at the Columbus University School 
of Accounting in Washington. Be- 
fore entering military service he was 
employed in the office of the general 
counsel of the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority. He is a member of the 
Washington Board of Trade, the 
United States Court of Appeals and 
the District of Columbia Bar Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Chew’s wife is the former Vir- 
ginia Marshall of Eufaula, Ala., and 
they have two children, both of whom 
were born in Washington. Emily 


CLERK IN THE NAVY 


WM. H. OLIVER Y 2/C ! 


One of the five Garrett colored 
youths serving with the armed forces 
is William Horace-Oliver of the navy, 
a son of Mrs. Eva Oliver of 117 North 
Peters street. While a student in 
Garrett high school he took a com- 
mercial course, was a member of the 


‘Freshman Boys club, played football 


one year and was also an ardent, 
student in the Bible club. .Following. 


-his graduation in 1941 William went 


to Washington, D. C., and was em-| 
ployed in secretarial work in the) 
state department. He was.sworn into 


‘the navy May 15, 1943, and received 
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Virginia, the elder, will be five year.s his “boot” training at Great Lakes, 
old Feb. 8 and Tommy will be four 11. ~From Great Lakes he went to 
years old next May 27. The coldring | Philadetphia. and then. was. trans- 
of the children is alike, having |ferred to Camp May, N. J.. Where he 
blonde hair and blue eyex The |served as secretary in the = officers’ 
grandparents are Mrs. Elizabeth SUAT SAS: di cella ba ne bin 

jhe was transferre oemaker, 
SRC Re et ena tat Ae Nas We Tee freien Toe ieithers i otnat sane 
sal teaeru oa ten, Uin us ‘kind of work. William will be 23 
|years of age Sept. 27. The other 
‘colored Garrett -youths in the mili- 
tary service are Royal Doster, Mat- 
thew Andrews, James Herris and Wil- 


liam Thompson. 
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ROBERT THRUS 
GETS SILVER STAR 
FOR GALLANTR 


ROBERT M. THRUSH 


Robert M. Thrush, a DeKalb coun- 
ty soldier who is in North Africa, 
has been awarded a Silver Star for 
gallantry in action. The honored 
young man is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Thrush, who _ reside 
south of Garrett in Butler town- 
ship. He is a technician fifth grade, 
headquarters company, in the 16th 
armored battalion. 


Technician Thrush has been in the 
service for over three years. He was 
one of the first to enlist from DeKalb 
county and was sent to Camp Knox, 
Ky., for training. He was sent over- 
Seas a year ago last March, first go- 
ing to Ireland and then to North Af- 
rica. He is 25 years of age. 


The citation, a copy of which was 
sent to Technician Thrush. follows: 

“Robert M. Thrush (ASN 35150- 
175), technician fifth grade, Head- 
quarters company, 16th Armored En- 
gineer Battallion, is awarded a sil- 
ver star for gallantry in action on 
the 25th of March, 1943, in the vic- 
inity of Maknassy, Tunisia. He was 
assigned the mission of evacuating 
an immobile tank. In conjunction 
with another soldier he drove a ten 
ton wrecker to the position of the 
disabled tank which was located be- 
yond the front lines, under enemy 


observation and in an area being 
subjected to enemy artillery fire. 
When the wrecker was unable to 
move the tank, an operative tank 
Was obtained and the three vehicles 
were coupled together. 

“The enemy then placed very 
heavy direct fire on the vehicles. 
He drove his vehicle for approxi- 
mately one and one half miies under 


heavy and continuous ariillery Tire. 
The operative tank was uncoupled 
and as the wrecker and disabled tank 


proceeded toward friendly lines en- 
emy aircraft appeared and dropped 
nine bombs near the vehicles. He 
then continued the journey, still be- 
ing subjected to long range enemy 
artillery fire. » “— t 

“By his daring and heroic actions 
he prevented a valuable piece of gov- 
ernment property from falling into 
enemy hands and successfully accom- 
plished his mission. The gallantry, 
complete disregard for his own wel- 
fare and devotion to°duty displayed 
by Technician Fifth Grade Thrush 
reflect great credit upon himself and 
the command and are deserving of 
the highest praise.’’ 


ROBERT THRUSH, 
WITH U.S. ARMY 
IN EUROPE, HURT 


ls Accidentally Shot in 
Thigh 


Continued. 
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Thrush, Cont. 


ROBERT M. THRUSH 

—Dhotu by Sheets. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thrush of 
five miles south of Garrett have re- 
ceived a letter from their son, Rob- 
ert. a private first class, stating that 
he was shot accidentally in the up- 
per thigh and is a patient in a hos- 


pital. J 
It is believed that Robert is in 
northern Ireland. The letter was 


dated Aug. 12 and he said that he 
would spend his birthday, Aug. 15, 
in the hospital. He gave no details 
as to his injury, except that it was 
not serious. 

Robert was one of the first volun- 
teers in DeKalb county under the 
national defense act. He left Nov. 22. 
1940, with Ellsworth Saxer of a mile 
south of Garrett and Bayard M. 
Whittig of Ashley. Saxer later lost 
his life in an accident While on 
Maneuvers and his funeral was held 
at the Garrett gymnasium. 

Robert was located for several 
months at Fort Knox, Ky.. and his 
present address is PFC Robert 
Thrush, Technician, 35159175, Haq. 
Co! “16° Engrs. Bat ist “Armd. "Div. 
Army P.O. 215. % Postmaster. New 
Yorks Gity 

Robert's grandfather. Albert N. 
Thrush of 507 South Randolph 
Street. Garrett, became a patient at 
Sacred Heart hospital in Garrett 
Thursday, suffering trom paralysis, 
and his condition is considered criti- 
Cake Te is 82 years old and lived in 

Mitles township most of his life. 


WILL BEA FLYER 


ROBERT C. ROSS 


"SAFE IN IRELAND 


It. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thrush of 
Southwest of Garrett in “Butler town- 
ship, have received word from , their 
son, Technician Robert Thrush, that 
he has arrived in Ireland. It was the 
first word they had received froni him 
in six weeks. The letter was written 
some time in May. = 

Robert was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1935, and prior to his 
induction into the army he was en- 
gaged in ‘farming. He was a member 
of the first group of volunteers to leave 
DeKalb county for army training un- 
der thé national defense program. He, 
with Baynard M. Whittig of Ashley 
and the.late Ellsworth Saxer of south 


of “Garrett, left Friday morn-. 


ing, Npv+ 22, 1940, for induction at’ 


Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis. 


He was stationed at Fort Knox, Ky.,. 


and “assigtied to headquarters com- 
pany, {6th engineers, until Easter, 
when he was tranferred to New Jer- 
sey. He is a grandson of A. N. Thrush 
of 507 South Randolph street and a 
nephew. of Miss, Marie Thrush of the 
same address. 


Having successfully completed all 
requirements and. examinations for 
entrance into the U. S. Naval ‘Air 
Corps at Chicago,;:-Robert C. Ross, son 
of Mrs. Sally Ross of Altona, is now 
at home awaiting to be stationed for 
flight training. He enlisted as a V5 
aviation cadet in the Naval Reserves. 


“Bob” was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1940 and while a stu- 
dent in school he was active in the 
Hi-Y, athletic and drama clubs and a 
member of the football, track and 
cross country teams. He was a four- 
year letterman in track and captain 
of the team in his senior year. Fol- 
lowing graduation he went to Galves- 
ton, Tex., where he was employed: at 
the Todd shipyard Corp. He returned 
to Garrett to take employment as a 
brakeman with the Baltimore and 
Ohio in December, 1941. He is just 
20 years old. His older brother, Nel- 
son, who also was employed for a 
time at Galveston, will be graduated 
nhext spring as an _ electrical] engineer 


from Purdue university, . 2, 
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HAROLD SHAFER 
FIRST CONDUCTOR. 
ON ARMY RAILWAY 


steeds? 
Golden Spike.-Driven by 
General 


_ SERGEANT HAROLD R. SHAFER 


Mr. and. Mrs. O. T. Shafer of 206 
South Peters street received .word- 
Saturday from their son, Sgt. Harold 
R. Shafer, stationed at Camp Clai- 
borne, La., that he had served as con- 
ductor in charge of the first train, 
‘known as-train..No.-1,-which: made-its ; 
initial trip Jul -11-on,,the first. all-army 
built and opefated irail line ever, con- | 
structed’ in continental United States.‘ 
Sgt. Shafer, before his entrance into: 
the armed forces, was employed as a 
fireman for the Baltimore and- Ohio.” 
He enlisted in March, 1941, and was. 
sent. to Fort . Belvoir, Va, He was 
transferred to Camp Claiborne in July 
of the same year and was assigned to 
the 71lth Engineers Railway Operat- 
ing Battalion. ._ e 

The following newspaper clipping 
accompanied his letter Saturday: ; 

“Before high army officers and rai 
Toad, officials from some of the of 
tion’s: lines, "Brig. Gen-"Carl Gray;"J j 
St. Paul, Minn., general manager. @. 
the army’s railway service, : today 

(July 11) mauled a golden’ spike into 
‘the crosstie at this midway point 
({Lacamp) in the 30-mile Camp Clai- 
borne to Camp Polk railroad, complet- 
ing the first all-army built and operat- 
ed rail line ever constructed in the 
United States. 


“engines’ fronts. , 
| “Soldiers who mada the record- 


. “The ceremony took placé’ under 
«cloudy skies that Only a few minutes 
earlier had drenched 2,500 soldiers and 
Civilians gathered for this history- 
making event. 


* 

“Lieut. Gen. Walter Krueger, com- 
Mander of the Third army at San An- 
tonio, Tex, was among the distin- 
Zuished military guests. ‘What. the 
‘engineers have accomplished here to- 
day,’ said Krueger, ‘is a fine piece of 
work. Engineers always do more 
‘than try—they accomplish.’ 

‘When the rail-length span of 
‘the railway was completed, engineers 
No. 7 and 11 rolled their pilots togeth- 
er and Col. H. M. Pendelton, comman- 
‘der of Claiborne, shook the hand of 
‘Capt. Henry Kolshorss, executive offi- 
cer of Camp Polk. Both stood On the 


“Making run from the 711th Engineer 
battalion, pulling the first train over 
‘the line were: Sgt. Robert Gasch, 
“McCook, Neb., engineer; Corp. Robert 


Dunlap, Cleveland, O., fireman; Set. 


Harold R. Shafer, Garrett, Ind., con- 
ductor; Pvt. T. Pp. McCormack, Chi- 
‘cago, flagman; Pyt. Irving R. Me. 
‘Gowan, Chicago, brakeman, and First 
‘Lieut. G. Warmack, Kansas City, train- 
master. 

“Five special trains, Carrying sol- 
diers - and Civilians, rode over the 
length of the railway and to the scene 
of the official Completion during the 
ceremony.” 

Fox Movietone cameramen were on 
the job and the Pictures will soon be 
Teleased for news reels, 


PVT. DOYLE MARR HAS AN 
ANKLE BROKEN AT OKINAWA 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Marr of 514 
South Peters street have received a 
letter from a commanding officer of 
the marines stating that their son, 
Pvt. Doyle Marr, was wounded in*the 
invasion of Okinawa island in the 
Pacific and that he sustained a broken 
right angle. No other details were 


given. 


yt. Marr. was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school with the class of 
1940 and he then became a B. & O. 
brakeman. He enlisted in the marine 
corps in May, 1944, receiving his train- 
ing at Camp Pendelton, Calif. He 


left for overseas duty Sept. 16, 1944. 


Doyle’s brother, Darrell, resides at 


104% West King street. 


Pi 
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HAS FOOT TROUBLE 


PVT. CHAS. H. MILLER 


Pvt. Charles H. Miller is now at 
home in Altona visiting his wife and 
two children and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Miller. 

Pvt. Miller was evacuated from the: 
Belgian-German front Jan. 19 because. 
of frozen fingers and a severe case 
of trench foot and frozen feet. He 
had been in action continuously for 
thirty days in subzero weather. His 
right foot had turned partially black 
from trench foot. 

Charles was removed to a battalion | 
aid station, then to a collecting sta- 
tion and then to a clearing station at 
Spa, France. From that time on he 
was in ten hospitals in Belgium. | 
France and England. He left Eng- 
land March 9 in a Dutch boat, arriv- 
ing at Jersey City, N. J., March 18. 
He was transferred by ambulance to, 
Camp Shanks hospital twenty miles 
from New York City and he was later 
taken to Camp Carson, Colo. He will! 
report back to Camp Carson Aprii 
22 for a reconditioning course. 


Charles states that his hands are 
healed now and that his feet are com- 
ing along fine. He was a B. & O. 
brakeman at the time he entered the| 
military service in June, 1944. He re-| 
ceived his training at Fort McClellan, | 
Ala. He left for overseas duty last 
November, landing at Glasgow, vena 

| 


land. Within two days after landing 
he was in action in France. He was a 
rifleman with the First Division of 
the First Army. 


SO oi i Se ee ee 
PViux CHAS. H. MILLER HAD 
HANDS AND FEET FROZEN 


Pvt. Charles H. Miller, husband of 

Mrs. Elsie Miller and son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Miller of Altona, tele- 
phoned from New York Saturday af- 
ternoon stating that he was back in 
the United States and that he ex- 
pected to be transferred to a hospital 
soon, probably the Billings hospital in 
‘Indianapolis. He said that he was 
\feeling all right. 
' Mrs. Miller previously had receiv- 
ped a telegram from the War depart- 
ment stating her husband had been 
|removed to: a hospital in France. 
| His hands and feet were frozen and 
ihe has a severe case of trench foot. 
A ecard was received from him Satur- 
day morning saying he was in a hos- 
pital in England. 

Pvt. Miller was a brakeman for 
the B. & O. railroad at the time he 
entered the service in June, 1944. 
He received his training at Fort Mc- 
Clellan, Ala., and he was sent over- 
seas last December. He is a rifleman 
with the First division of General 
Hodges’ First army. 

Mrs. Miller is the former Elsie 
Yarde, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
ad Yarde of two miles southwest 
of Garrett. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have 
|two children, Larry, 3, and Diane, 20 
months. 
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PACIFIC VETERAN 


PFC. MORGAN L. MOSELEY 


Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Siders of 217 
South Randolph street have received 
the following letter from the for- 
mer’s stepson, Pfc. Morgan L. Mose- 
ley, who is in the South Pacific. 

“Dear Mother and Dad: 

“Received your letter quite some 
time ago, accompanied by a copy of 
The Clipper, which | had been expect- 
ing. You don’t realize how a fellow’s 
homesickness is relieved by a paper 
from the ‘ole’ home town. It gives 
a person a rough idea of who is still 
there. Every one of us is expecting 
his town, no matter how small it may 
be, to be one of the better places to 
five in. 

“| hardly recognized a picture of a 
schoolmate of mine, which appeared 
in The Clipper, the date being May 15. 

“Thought | informed you of my 
leaving Australia. You see we left 
Australia some eight months ago for 
an area of preparedness, thus moving} 
to my present site. 1! cannot tell you | 
where | am. | 

“The natives here are quite different 
from those of Australia and (cen- 
sored). They seem to have more in- 
telligence, fewer sores and are clean- 
er, to my estimation. | 


“Some young children come around 
and we put them to work for a piece | 
of silver or so. They have small gar- 
dens scattered throughout the jungle 
and hills. Their dress is an under- 
shirt, trousers cut short or maybe 
just a piece of cloth. Trading with 
them is next to impossible since one 
G. 1, always tops the other in a deal 
for Jap souvenirs. Naturally, the 
natives take the best offer. 

“Hope you are all in the best of 
health.” 

Morgan atterded the Garrett grade 
school and Butler high school. He 
assisted Mr. Siders on a farm the 
latter then owned until he volunteered | 
for service in 1939. He received his 
training at Fort D. A. Russell, Tex., 
and he was shipped overseas in Oc-| 
tober, 1940. He was at Pear! Harbor, 
at the time of the Japanese attack | 
and he has participated in most of 
the South Pacific land campaigns. 
tast spring he suffered a broken leg 
but Mr. and Mrs. Siders have received 
no information as to how he was hurt. 


GARRETT SOLDIER TELLS OF 
LONG LINES OF PRISONERS 


With the American First Army in 
Belgium, Sept. 5.—‘‘This looks like 
the lineup for tickets at the Yankee 
Stadium,’”’ said Pyt. John Kock, of 
Garrett, Sunday as he watched hun- 
dred of German prisoners file into 
an old French barracks in a town 
near the Belgium border. Capt. Ray- 
mond Regan. of Lancaster, N. Y., in 
charge of the military police hand- 


‘ling the prisoners, said ‘this job is 
|too big for my little group of men 


to handle.” 

Through the wate by twos came 
a long column of Germans. Trucks 
brought more in every few minutes, 
The total for the day reached 5,000 
at this one collecting point. The 
prisoners were part of the big bag 
taken by Lt. Gen. Courtney HH. 
Hodges First American Army in 
scoring one of the greatest victories 
of the invasion by trapping thou- 
sands of Germans at the French-Bel- 
gium frontier. 


i 


f'5 


SMASHES NAZI 
PLANES” 
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LT. DONALD J. BEST 


A recent report from, London gave 
information that Lt. Donald J. Best, 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Best of 
208 South Peters street, Garrett, was 
a member of a group of fighters that 
destroyed 83 planes early this month. 
The article read as follows: “The 
German air force was caught with its 
planes down today and U. S. Eighth 
Air Force fighters destroyed at least 
83 planes. Lt. Col. Elwin Righetti of 
San Luis Obispo, Calif., led with the 
destruction of six and Lt. Donald J. 
Best of Garrett, Ind., was given credit | 
for three destroyed on the ground.” 

Donald was graduated from high 
school at Elkhorn, Wis., and attended 
Purdue university, where he received 
advanced military training and a de- 
gree in a general electrical course at 
commencement exercises in Decem- 
ber, 1942. He came to Garrett to 
spend the holidays with his parents 
and joined the army Jan. 1, 1943. 
His basic training was received at 
Fort Sill, Okla., and he remained 
there a year in the field artillery. 
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He transferred to the air corps of 
the army and was sent to Fort Jack- 
son, Miss., for training as a pilot. He 
then went to Montgomery, Ala., and 
from there to Dale Mabry field, Flia., 
where he received his wings. He was 
given his commission at Marianna, 
Fla., and has been overseas since last 
| January, landing in England. He is 
| a fighter pilot on a B 51 Mustang. 


INDICATIONS DONALD BEST 
MAY HAVE BEEN A PRISONER 


Mr. and Mrs. BE. L. Best of 208 
South Peters street, Garrett, have 
received additional information re- 
garding their son, 2nd Lt. Donald J. 
Best, who has been reported as miss- | 
ing in action since April 16. 

Lt. Best was a pilot of a P-51 | 
fighter plane with the 55th fighter | 
group, Eighth air force. A buddy 7 
his in the same group wrote Lt. 
Best’s wife, who resides with her 
Parents at Hanna, Ind., that he was | 
not on duty the day that Lt. Best. 
went out with 600 other fighter 
Planes to accompany bombers on a 
raid near Prague, Czeckoslovakia. 

The last word heard from Lt. Best 
at his base was when he reported by 
radio that he would be unable to 


“make it back’’ to the base and that 
he was bailing out. Twenty-four 
fighter planes failed to return from 
that mission, 

It is possible that Lt. Best is a 
erisoner of war in Czeckoslovakia, 
which area is now in the hands of 
the Russians. The names of all Allied 
orisoners in the territory Api uced } 
dy the Russians have not yet been 
‘eleased by the Russians, 


LT. DONALD J. BEST 
REPORTED MISSING 


Mr, and Mrs. E. L. Best of 208] 


South Peters street, Garrett, have 
been notified by their daughter-in- 
law, Mrs. Lura Gay Best of Hanna, 
Ind., of the receipt of a message from 


the war department stating that her | 


husband, Lt. Donald J. Best, was re- 
ported missing over Germany April 
16. 

The department added that a let- 
ter would follow. The relatives hope 
that Lt. Best was taken prisoner and 
in that event he has probably been 
Ziven his freedom by this time. 


The father of Lt. Best is a Garrett 
merchant and Donald is a graduate of 
Purdue university. He entered the 
army in January, 1943, and went 
overseas last January, A report from 
London published last month was to 
the effect that he was a member of a 
group of fighter pilots who destroyed 
83 German planes in one day. Lt. 
Best was given credit for three 
Planes destroyed on the ground. 


Lt. Best’s wife is the former Lura 
Gay Closser of Hanna. He has a 
brother, Robert D. Best, who is em- 
Ployed at the Charleston, W. Va.. 
Plant of Carbide & Carbon Chemical 


| 


LT. DONALD BEST 


Corp, and he will spend the week- 
end with his parents in Garrett. 


33 


ARRIVES SAFELY 


IN AUSTRALIA 


Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Clady of 314 
South Walsh street have received a 
letter from their son. Harold, stating 
he has landed sately in Australia. 

“Hab” as he is best known to his 
many friends, enlisted in the army at 
Fort Wayne on Sept. 5, 1940. and was 
assigned to the 22nd ordnance depart- 
ment at Fort Knox. Ky. In the sum- 
mer of 1941, h= was on guard duty 
with a headquarters company of the 
second army at Memphis. Tenn., and 
Was then sent on maneuvers to Loui- 


siana. From there he was transferred 
to Fort Knox. Ky., where he remained 
a few weeks. and then was again 
shifted. this tima to Fort Leonard 


Wood. Mo. He sailed from Brooklvi:. 
N. Y.. sometime in January. 

Harold is a graduate of Garrett high 
school, Prior to his entering the 
army. he was employed in the main- 
tenance of way department of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 

The following letter. written in 
March. was recently received from 


HAROLD CLADY 


Harold by his orother, Wilford Clady 
of L1946 Nort Randolph street. 

“tT have written to the rest of the 
family and will now let you know that 
lam getting along fittesso fary I am 
still on the go. and do not know just 
Where I will be located. so you know 
as much as I do along that line. 


“The people that I have met so far 
are just grand and were glad to see us. 
You people back in the states are 
looking forward to spring and sum- 
mer. [ wish you could have a part of 
the heat that I have had. It was 108 
degrees the other day and it is getting 


to be the fall of the year here. I hope 
that everyone is well and getting 
along. Please tell (Fritzie) Mayo: 


Feick and the rest of my friends that 
Iam O. K. now, so far. Please try 
and write as soon as you receive this 
(it you do) as | would be glad to hear 
from home and also from anyone else 
Who would care to writ> to me. Please 
answer promptly as the letter will be 


a long time catching up with me. Tel! 
everyone I said ‘hello.’ My address is. 
Pvt. Harold N. Clady, Task Force No. 
6814P,. % Postmaster, San Francisco, 
Calif. U.S. Army.” 

The letter was signed “Hab.” 


NOW A CORPORAL 


CPL. KENNETH HEADLEY 


One of DeKalb county’s young men 
serving with the armed forces is Ken- 
neth Headley, son of Mrs. Carl Sind- 
ers of six miles southwest of Garrett. 
He was recently promoted to the rat- 
ing of corporal. Kenneth is a gradu- 
ate of Huntertown high school and be- 
fore he enlisted in the army in April, 
1943, he was engaged in farming. He 
received his basic training at Camp 
Shelby, Miss., and remained there for 
further training SA 


~ 
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PFC. EDWARD C. HARWOOD 


Mrs. Lysle Riddle of 905 South 
Franklin street has just received word 
that her son, Pfc. Edward C. Harwood, 
arrived in the United States Dec. 16 
and is a patient in the England Gen- 
eral hospital at Atlantic City, N. J. 
“Eddie” attended Garrett high school 
and was graduated in 1941. He took 
an industriai arts course and was a 
member of the Future Farmers of 
America club. He was a member of 
the basketball team during his sopho- 
more, junior and senior years and also 
played football. During his four years 
in high school he belonged to the 
athletic club and served as vice presi- 
dent of that organization in his sen- 
for year. Following his graduation he 
took employment with the Riedhart 
Co. and then went to work for the 
Rieke Metal Products Corp. in Auburn 
where he was employed when he was 
inducted into the army last Jan. 27. 
He took his basic training at Camp 
Croft, Spartansbure §. C., and went 
overseas in June. He was in North 
Africa and underwent two operations 
there. His wife is the former Audrey 
Blickenstaff and she lives at 354 Wset 
Ninth street in Auburn. 


YEOMAN GENE CARPER 
—Photo by Sheets. 


This Garrett sailor is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Victor Carper of 417 North 
Randolph street. He is Yeoman Gene 
Carper and was a member of the 1940 
class of Garrett high school. While 
in school he was active in various ac- 
tivities. He was best known as 
“Carp.” He was a member of the 
Freshmen Boys club and played foot- 
ball three years and basketball during 
his sophomore, junior and senior 
years. He served as secretary of the 
Hi-Y club for three years and presi- 
dent in his senior year. He was presi- 
dent of the athletic club in his senior 
year and sophomore class president, 
senior class secretary and Aeolian 
calendar editor and was a member of 
the Maroon and Blue staff. Before en- 
tering the navy he was employed by 
the Commercial Truck Co. in Fort 
Wayne as a rate clerk. He entered 
the service of Uncle Sam Oct. 6, 1942, 
and was sent to Washington, D. C., 
where he was given the rating of yeo- 
man and assigned to duties in the 
navy building. He has been overseas 
since July and at the present time is 
stationed at Pearl Harbor. 
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WIM. KAIL SHOT 
DOWN TRYING 
TO SAVE COMRADE 


PFC. WILLIAM E. KAIL 


Pte. William E. Kail, an Auburn 
marine Killed on Iwo Jima, died 
while trying to save a wounded flame 
thrower, according to a letter writ- 
ten by Pfc. W. B. Garbutt, a close 
friend. Mr. and Mrs. Austin Kail of 
915 Bast Seventh street, Auburn, re- 
ceived the letter Thursday. 


It was written on Iwo Jima under 
date of March 16, the day after the 
Auburn young man lost his life, and 
describes Bill’s last fight as follows: 


“I’m very sorry that the first let- 
ter I've ever written to you had to be 
the saddest job I’ve ever done. By 
the time you read this, you will know 
that Bill is dead. He and I have been 
so very close for the past year that 
I feel his loss more than I can say 
and I know how you feel. Words are 
so pitifully inadequate at a time like 
this but I thought you'd like to know 
how Bill died. 


“If he had had a chance to pick his 
way of dying, I believe he’d have 
picked this one. He went down like 
a fighting marine, with his rifle 
spitting to the very end. 


“Bill and I had run a line up to 
one of our companies on the front 
and were watching some infantry 
down below us as they crossed an 
open space. One of them, a flame 
thrower, was cut down by a hidden 
Jap namboo, or light machine-gun, 
and Bill and I spotted the gun. We 
called up a bazooka man and me 
opened fire on the gun position. Bill 
scored a direct hit into the namboo. 
The Jap. however, was still firing 
and poor Bill ‘vent dewn. We blew 
the Jap nest right out of the ground, 
but that was too late to save Bill. 


“T’ve always been ashamed to cry, 
but I came back the road to our C. P. 
crying and I wasn’t ashamed of the 
tears. I had just seen the best and 
bravest man I ever knew ‘cut down 
by a bunch of rats right before my 
eyes. There’ll be more marines but 


_there’ll never be another like Bill. 


Special. Prayer for Bill 

“I saw the chaplain and arranged 
for special prayer to be said for Bill 
at the 5th Division temetery and I’m 
working on a tombstone for his 
grave. The souvenirs he worked so 
hard to get, I’ll try to take off the 
island with me and mail them to 
you. I’ve also made a written state- 
ment to our captain, had it signed 
by two more of our wiremen who 
saw the whole thing and we’re try- 
ing to get him a citation. He died do- 
ing something above and beyond the 
call of duty. 

“My statement to. the captain was 
as follows: ‘One Jap ran out and we 
killed him with rifle fire from our 
spot on the ridge. In the meantime 
the wounded flame thrower had rolled 
some distance away to a tree near a 
large knoll. and he was trying to 
attract attention.- I heard. Bill say 
oh, hell and he walked. back away 
from our foxhole. The next think I 
knew, he was yelling ‘Walt, Walt. 
and there he was i50 yards below 
us in the open, calling for us to cover 
him with rifle fire. He advanced 
across the open. and reached the 
wounded marine and knelt down be- 
side him. Suddenly Bill leaped to his 
feet, tore the pin out of a grenade 
and threw it into that second mound 
right beside him. Then he stepped 
up to the mound, put his left foot 
upon it and fired an entire clip, 15 
rounds, from his carbine. A namboo 
hidden in the mound was firing back 
and the fire hit Bill and’ he went 
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down. He came back up again, sway- 
ing on his feet, but still fighting and 


he had the wounded marine’s rifle in’ 


his hands and started emptying that 
point blank at that namboo and firing 


back, shot for shot. ‘Greater love. 


hath no man than he give his life for 
a friend.’ 

“You have lost your son, Betty has 
lost her sweetheart and T have lost 
the best friend and buddy a man 
ever had. The days and nights on 
these Pacific islands will be long for 
me from now o1., Li: I promise you 
that from here on out I'll do my best 
to make those yellow devils pay with 

, their lives for Bill’s, 

| “Pll try to write to Betty Jean later, 
| but I think you'll understand that 
it’s very hard for me to write about 
him yet. It’s so useless to say, but 
you have my deepest and sincerest 
sympathy. When they call the roll 


ON DUTY IN ATLANTIC 


AT Bs ge 
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“4 )PAUL"BOND® 


Paul Bond, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Bond of 712 South Lee street, 
has written his parents that he is on 
duty in the Atlantic ocean, but, cannot 
give the exact location. He said he 
is enjoying good health and having a 
lot of fun. bh 5 

Paul attended Garrett high school, 
but last fall decided to join the forces 
of Uncle Sam. He enlisted on Sept. 
16 and after completing a six weeks’ 
course at the naval training station 
at Great Lakes, Ill, was aSsigned to 
the U. S..S. Tuscaloosa. Later‘ he 
was transferred to the ‘Battleship 
Arkansas. However, he has been 
sett back to the Tuscaloosa. bea 


IN-SIGNAL ‘SERVICE 


After a-visit, with relatives in this 
vicinity, Pfc. Blake Keen has returned 
to his post at Washington, D. C. He is 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Royal Keen of 
Fort Wayne and a grandson of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wesley Keen of 617 ‘South 
Randolph street, Garrett, and :Mrs. 
Alton Hathaway of Altona. 

Blake was born at the home of his 
maternal grandparents in Altona on 


April 22, 1922, The family moved to , 


Fort Wayne, where he attended the 


PFC. BLAKE KEEN 


public schoois, and he was graduated 
from North Side high school in the 
spring of 1941. He was employed by 
the Wayne Pump Co: in Fort Wayne 
following his graduation and was in- 
ducted into the service of Uncle Sam 
on December 2, 1941, at Camp Perry, 
O. From there he was sent to,Warren- 
ton, Va., and later to Washington, 
D. C., where he is a member of the 
Second Signal Service Battalion. He is 
the eldest of four children of IMF. and 
Mrs. Keen, the others being Wayne, 
Patty Lou and Lysle. 
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GARRETT SAILS 
RETURNS WITH 
3 SERVICE BARS 


WILLIAM KOCK 


William. Kock, who is a first class 
seaman on one of Uncle Sam’s heavy 
cruisers, is now at home on leave 
visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
W. Kock of 700 South Walsh street. 


Bill is the wearer of three service 
bars containing seven stars, indicat- 
ing his Participation in several battles 
and fieet operations against the enemy. 

The youth was graduated from Gar- 
rett high school in 1939, and became 
employed in the maintenance of way 
department of the B&O. He enlisted 
in the navy in July, 1942, and went to 
the Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion for his boot training. Upon his 
graduation, he was assigned toa heavy 


cruiser for active sea duty in the 
Atlantic. 


Bill's first experience in action oc- 
curred when his ship was assigned as 
Part of a task force to escort the allied 
ships in the invasion of Africa. His 
ship acted as part of the screening 
force protecting the landings at Casa- 
blanca. The battle lasted ten hours 
and Bill’s ship poured its heavy Sinch 
shells into the harbor installations. 
The cruiser received only one hit from 
the shore batteries during that time, 


a shell striking the topside structure 
and passing through it. Bill’s job dur- 
ing a battle is to assist in working a 
shell. hois€ that carries the shells for 
an inch. battery. 
the task force was also subject to a 


During the battle 


light air attack, but no. bombs hit his 


eaerat i tO eke Oe 
> 


Ship. - 


The cruiser then -returned to the — 


United States and Bill had.a four-day 


leave. over the Thanksgiving holiday. | 


The next assignment took him to 


- Guadalcanal, ‘where his ship was part: 


of a group assisting in the landing of 
troops on Jan. 28, 1943. The fleet was 
attacked by 25 Japanese land based 


torpedo bombers. No hits were re- | 


ing this engagement the U. S. S. Chi- 


Cago, a heavy cruiser, and the U.S.S.” 


DeHaven, a destroyer, were sunk. The 
landing operations were successful. 


The task force continued to patrol 
the Guadalcanal waters until April 
and Bill’s ship went to Pearl Harbor 
for Servicing., This required only four 
days and they were off, this time to 


the Aleutian Islands to act-as a-cover- . 


ing force for landing on Attu. No 
action was seen by the cruiser at this 
time as a couple: of Uncle Sam's bat- 


‘tleships were on hand to take care of 
the shore batteries. The fleet then 


switched to the island of Kiska, where 
Bill’s ship fired on the shore batteries 
on two occasions. However, the Japs 
failed to fire back for fear of revealing 
their gun positions. When the Ameri- 
can force took- over the island, Bill’s 
vessel returned to the States, thus al- 
lowing him his present leave. 


Bill states that during a-battle all 
personnel is below the decks except 
the commanding officers and the men 
operating the 5-inch guns and the anti- 
aircraft guns. He also States that 
there is very little noise below the 


decks from the guns, due to sound- 
Proofing, si 


Bill’s service bars are as follows: 
American service bar for convoy duty, 
European service bar for the African 
campaign and the Asiatic service bar 
for the Aleutian Islands battles. The 
Stars are for American convoy duty, 
European convoy, patrol and battle 


duty, and Asiatic duty at Guad-i--- 
and the Alauez-- 


-gistered on the cruiser, although dur. _ 
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LT. PARKS DISTRIBUTED 
TONS OF INVASION PLANS 


iT. CAMERON W. PARKS 


Lt. Cameron W. Parks returned 
Saturday night to his home at 400 
South Walsh street, Garrett, after 
having been overseas 26 months and 
away from Garrett 28 months. He 
was formerly physical education di-' 
rector and athletic coach of the Gar- 
rett public:schools.” ral 

Lt. Parks entered the navy in Feb- 
ruary, 1943, receiving a ‘commission 
as lieutenant (j.g.) He was later pro- 
moted to lieutenant and he has had 
an interesting career in the service. 
He left tor overseas .duty in.‘ April, 
1943, being assigned to‘ the” staff of 
Vice Admiral Calhoun, . commander 
of service force Pacific with/- head- 
quarters at Honolulu, which had to 
do with all the’ services of the navy 
excluding the actual fighting. ° : 

Lt.‘ Parks for eighteen and one half 
months was assigned to’shore patrol 
duties consisting of the policing of 
that: area as all of it was under mili- 
tary law. The -navy shore patrol 
worked in co-operation with the mili- 
tary and civilian authorities but it 
was primarily a naval job because of 
So many sailors being there. Lt. 
Parks states that he became more or 
less of a detective, policeman, judge 
and prosecutor. The big problem 
was the supervision and controlling 
of vice in Honolulu. Other duties 
consisted of quelling riots, stopping 
thefts and any other unlawful inci- 
dents. ~ 


One of ‘the first cases Cameron 
solved was the theft of $1,000 from a 
bank by a sailor. The sailor reached 
in through the window of the bank 
.and grabbed two bundles of bills. The 
bank men could only tell him that the 
thief had on a white suit. There were 
about 35,000 other sailors wearing 
white suits in port that day but Lt. 
Parks says, “We had the thief in two 
hours.” The thief had lost his hat 
while running away and notice was 
broadcast to all authorities to be on 
the lookout for 2 sailor without a hat. 
A military policeman spotted the 
Sailor attempting to buy a hat from 
another sailor for $10: The money 
was found under his blouse. 


Another of the problems of the 
shore patrol was Protecting sailors 
from charges of rape. Native women 
Would accuse men of rape in the hope 
that they would receive a settlement 
of a few hundred dollars. Usually it 
Could be proved that these women 
made a practice of this and that often 
.they were Promiscuous with men. 

Tricks of Patrolmen : 


‘In quelling riots or fights, Lt. Parks 
‘Says that there are numerous ways of 
stopping a fight or disarming a man. 
To disarm a man the shore patrolman 
usually grabs the neckerchief around 
his neck, twists it, kicks the man in 
the shins and then pulls and down 
he goes. “A g0qd way to stop two 
men fighting,”: he continued, “is to 
come up behind them, grab them by 
the hair on their heads and then bang 
their heads ‘together. Usually one 
or both of them are knocked out,” 

Lt. Parks related another case he 
solved. A sailor was reported as 
missing from a hotel for three days. 
The hotel was in a restricted area 
and surrounded by guards so that no 
one could leave. Lt. Parks figured 
that the missing man must have tried 
to swim the canal near the hotel, 
which was the only place not guarded. 
He walked the banks of the canal for 
a mile and a half and he finally found 
a few black threads from the sailor’s 
neckerchief clinging to a barbed wire. 
They found the sailor’s body in the 
canal at this point. He had drowned. 
Lt. Parks states that may sailors are 
poor swimmers. 
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Another time, while off duty, Lt. 
Parks heard of a sailor failing to re- 
turn to the beach from surf board 
riding. The search for him had been 
given up. Lt. Parks ordered patrol 
boats out, figuring that the tide had 
carried him out to sea. The man was 
found still clinging to the surf board 
12 miles from shore, where the tide 
had taken him. 

Other cases worked on and solved 
included money being stolen in cer- 
tain naval units, stolen merchandise, 
robberies by threats and tricky mer- 
chandise purchases. 

“The nice part of shore patrol 
duty,” Lt. Parks states, “is that we 
would provide the guard for all cere- 
monies and special events. I was 
in charge of the guard when the late 
president Franklin D. Roosevelt 
visited the islands. We also super- 


| vised all major athletic events and 
we had free admittance to every- 
thing.” 

On one occasion Lt. Parks was as- 
signed to be an observer for five days 
aboard the battleship USS Washing- 
ton. i - 

Delivered Secret Plans 


Lt. Parks left Pearl Harbor in May, 
1944, to go to the Ulithi atoll to act 
as an Officer messenger for the de- 
livering of top secret operational 
plans to the participating forces 
which made the invasion of Luzon, 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He was ex- 
ecutive officer of the messenger group 
on Ulithi. The plans would be flown 
by airplane to Ulithi—sometimes they 
would weigh up to 16,000 pounds—and 
it was the job of Lt. Parks and his 
group to see that they were delivered 
to the proper persons in the many dif- 
ferent units. The various ships of 
Uncle Sam’s mighty Pacific fleet 
would come to Ulithi to obtain their 
orders. Lt. Parks would travel in a 
small boat to the various ships to 
deliver the orders. In this. way he 
met many of the navy’s top ranking 
men including Admiral Nimitz, Hal- 
sey, Spruance, Lee and Mitscher. AI- 
so, due to his job, Lt. Parks knew of 
operations to be performed months in 
advance of their actual execution. 

' Lt. Parks states there was plenty 
of enemy air activity over Ulithi, but 
that it was mostly Jap planes taking 
photographs. Sometimes the Japs 
would send suicide planes to attempt 
to hit units of the fleet. Lt. Parks 
was on an LST boat in the harbor one 
time and a tanker just in rear of it 
was struck and blown up by a torpedo. 


Three Jap submarines were discov- 
ered in the harbor and sunk. One 
was resting just below the LST Lt. 
Parks was on and the ship had to 
move from its anchorage in order to 
let the destroyers and destroyer es- 
corts get to it’ The sub was des- 
troyed by depth charges, its hull ap- 
pearing on the surface before it sank 
to the bottom of the harbor.. 

On one of the islands of the Ulithi 
group, Mogmog, all of the natives 
were moved off and it was turned into 
a recreation center for the navy. 
Things got out of hand there and be- 
cause of Lt. Parks’ previous experi- 
ence on shore patrol duty he was 
made executive shore patrol officer 
of the island. He had command of val 
officers and 233 enlisted men, who 
comprised the shore patrol. The facil- 
ities on the island included a bathing 
beach, boxing ring, baseball fields, 
basketball, handball and volley ball 
courts and a big beer garden and 
picnic area. The sailors were allowed 
three cans of beer a day. There was 
also a chief petty officer beer garden 
and picnic area. The officers were 
provided with all of these facilities 
and in addition there was a junior 
officers’ bar, commanders’ and <ap- 
tains’ bar and a flag officers’ bar. 


Mogmog is a half mile long and a 
quarter of a mile wide and an aver- 
age of 15,000 sailors are entertained 
there daily. At one time, in addition 
| to Sailors, there were two marine 
| divisions present. 

Met Garrett Sailor 

One day Lt. Parks was standing 
near the ramp on which the men were 
coming off the Ships and he saw 
Joseph Brinkerhoff, son of Mr. and 
Mrsiyy Ty Brinkerhoff Sr. of 307 
South Harrison street. Joe was 


: 


| formerly one of Lt. Parks’ track stars 
, at Garrett high school. 
| Says he and Joe spent an enjoyable 
‘three hours “shooting the breeze.” 


Lt. Parks 


Joe is now on Okinawa. 

. On his return to the United States, 
Lt. Parks fiew to Guam, where he 
spent two days sightseeing, and ‘from 
there to Honolulu with -stops at 
Eniwetok, Kwajalein and Johnson is- 
lands. The remainder of the trip 
was made by boat. He landed on the 
west coast June 4. He reports to the 
Great Lakes naval station July 8. 
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Lt. Parks met many noted people 
while on shore patrol duty including 
Jack Dempsey, Gene Tunney, Jack Ben- 
ny, Jackie Cooper and Bob Hope. His 
“short snorter” bills are covered with 
many signatures. He also became 
well acquainted with Carl and Shellay 
Mydans, photographers for Life maga- 
zine. He was with them the day they 
took pictures of the natives that ap- 
peared in that magazine May 7. One 
of the pictures is a Photograph of 
King Ueg of the Ulithi islands and on 
his right wrist is a gold bracelet that 
was a present from Lt. Parks. When 
the natives were moved off, Lt. Parks 
was made chief of the island by King 
Ueg because he had performed so 
many favors for the natives. 

Lt. Parks states that he enjoyed his 
life in the navy but that he is mighty 
glad to get back home. He may re- 
celve a discharge from the service 
when he goes to Great Lakes. He is 


on a leave of absence from Garrett 
high school. : : | 


HE’S-A SOLDIER NOW 


Joseph Brinkerhoff, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. Brinkerhoff of 307 South 
Harrison street, telephoned his par- 
we ents Wednesday 
afternoon’ from 
Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, Indian- 
apolis, that he is 
now a private in 
the army. 

Joe enlisted at 
the Fort Wayne 
recruiting office 
last week and 
was sent to Fort 


oy Harrison for his 
Joseph final pnysical ex- 
Brinkerhoff amination, He 


had just been approved by the doc- 
tors when he phoned his parents. He 
has not as yet been assigned to any 
unit, but is expecting to be transferred | 
to some other camp by the ehd of this | 
week. 

Uncle Sam’s ne@w private was a 
member of the 1938 graduating class, 
of Garrett high sch@o! and was vice 
president of his class. He was active 
in school activities, being assistant 
band jfirectoy and a tember of the 
track: team, Hi-Y, drama club, ofches- 
tra ang.,mixed chorus. He was toast- 
master Yor the.-junior-séAfor banquet. 
After graduation, he entered Tri’ 
State college at Angola, where 
he studied aeronautical engineering 
for five semesters before entering the’ 
army. ' 7 : 


NOW A LIEUTENANT 


LT. CAMERON W. PARKS 


—Photo by Sheets. 


Cameron W. Parks, former thletic 
coach and physical education “ irector 
in the Garrett public schools, ht - been 
promoted from the rank of liew «nant 
(j-g-) to lieutenant in the navy, accord- 
ing to a letter received by his wife, 
who resides at 400 South Walsh street. 

tL  .¢arks volunteered for service in 
the navy in January, 1942, but was not 
called for active duty until February, 
1943. He received his two months’ 
indoctrination training at the Uni- 
versity of Tucson, Ariz., and was then 
sent to Pear! Harbor, Hawaii.. He is 
a member of the shore patrol staff hav- 
ing navai jurisdiction over that area. 

Lt. Parks was born on a farm in 
Steuben county, near Hamilton. Part 
of his grade schooling was received in 
Steuben county, but six years ‘vere 
spent in schools in Illinois, lowa and 
Missouri. When it came time for high 
school he returned to Indiana and en- 
tered Hamilton high school, where he 
was graduated in 1924. He received 
his bachelor of science degrse from 
the University of IIlinois. 

Lt. Parks came to Garrett in 1936 
from the University of Kentucky, 
where he received his Master of Arts 
degree. Prior to that time he coached 
at Barberville high school in Ken- 
tucky and Kentwood high school in 
Louisiana. He holds memberships in 
Sigma Delta Psi, national honorary 
athletic fraternity, Phi Epsilon Kappa, 
social-professional physical education 
fraternity, and other athletic organiza- 
tions. 
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Set A Wh, 
GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR 


[REL S RT ee 


S/SGT. ARTHUR w. DePEW 


--S/Sgt. Arthur w. DePew, son of 

r. and Mrs. Newton DePew of south 
of Aitona has been graduated from 
the Army Air Forces Central In; 
Structors school at Laredo Army Air 
Field, Laredo, Texas, a member of 
the AAF Training Command. 

Sgt. DePew was formerly waist 
Qunner on a Flying Fortress and 
completed 50 successful bombing mis- 
sions over North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 
France and Germany. The crew had 
some thrilling experiences, including 
a time when the plane was lost in a 
fog over Africa, hit the peak of a 
mountain, tearing off a Stabilizing 
rudder and causing a crash landing. 
The fiyers jumped from the Plane and 
ran for their lives, The craft caught 
fire and twelve 500 pound bombs ex- 
ploded, blowing the plane sky high, 
but all of the crew escaped injury. 
Arthur was sent home in November. 
1943, and after a rest was located at 
Avon Park, Fla, as a Flying Fort-. 
ress gunnery instructor. Six weeks 
ago he was sent to Laredo, Tex., for 
training to become an instructor in the 
firing of turret guns on a B-29, the 
Super Fortress. He has returned to 
Avon Park, Fla., as an instructor, 


| 
| 
| 
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IN SUNNY HAWAIi 


CPL. JAMES R. KENNEDY 
c 


This is Cpl. James R. Kennedy of 
Garrett, who is stationed in Hawaii. 
In a letter received by Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Johnson of 215 South Guilford 
street, “Jimmie” states that he can 
get all the bananas and pineapples he 
wants. ‘We all enjoy riding on the 
surf board and have the waves roll 
us into the shore. The country is 
beautiful. I! remember when the boys 
came in the store (he was employed at 
the Palace Market before his induc- 
tion) and would say they wished they 
were a million miles from Garrett and 
it would take a five dollar bill to buy 
a stamp to write to them. Well, | am 
just one of the Garrett boys who would 
be very happy to be back in Garrett 
where it would only take a three cent 
stamp to write to me.” 

Jimmie is a son of Mrs. Sam Dish- 
ong of Hoytville, O., and his father 
was Lawrence Kennedy of Garrett, 
who died several years ago. When 
Jimmie was inducted into the army in 
September, 1942 he was sent to Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., for his basic train- 
ing and then was assigned to duties 
in the infantry. He later was trans- 
ferred to San Luis Obispo, Calif., and 
has been in Hawaii several weeks. He 
is a nephew of Mrs. Milton Snook of 
512 South Franklin street, Mrs. Donel- 
da Kennedy of 105 South Johnson 
street and James M. Kennedy of 921 
South Cowen street. 


“Yes, we were plenty lucky. We 
completed 50 successful bombing 
missions over North Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, France and Germany; crash 
landed once with twelve 500 pound 
bombs in the belly of our bomber and 
not a member of our Flying Fortress 
crew was ever injured. 


“A machine gun bullet plowed 
through the pilot’s cabin, hit a piece 
of steel armament, and a small steel 
splinter struck the co-pilot in the 
neck, but, heck, he has cut himself a 
lot worse than that shaving so I don’t 
think you can really classify that as 
an injury. Yes; we were plenty 
lucky.”’ aS iad 


ARTHUR DePEW RE‘ AXES 
AFTER 50 AIR MISSfONS 


Altona Youth Tells Thrilling Experiences 
as a Waist Gunner of a Flying, F or- 
tress Over Africa and Eufope 


Re Se Parr hn 


} ~~ 


+,Officers figure that when a man has 
, been in 50 air engagements against 
the enemy he has had enough for a 
long time. Arthur says that: it was 
thrilling while it lasted but he wasn’t 
the least bit sorry when on Oct. 1 
his plane’s Wheels bounced on the 


ground, marking the end of his 
fiftieth mission. 


Before going into some of his most 
Outstanding experiences a little 
should be known about this youth. 
He attended Garrett high school, 
completing his four years in the 
spring of 1940. He worked for the 
Auburn Rubber Corp. for a year and 


.. These were the words of S/Sgt. Ar- then became employed by the Su- 
thur DePew, son of Mr. and Mrs. perior Coach Co. in Goshen. 

Newton DePew of south of Altona, On July 2, 1940, Uncle Sam called 
who is home visiting on a 20-day fur- him to the colors. At the induction 
lough. He was a waist gunner in a center at Camp Perry, O., he was 
Flying Fortress. Due to an air force given general classification and apti- 
ruling, he is nows ounded for an tude tests. The results indicated he 
indefinite Perio 0 time Air ‘forga should make a good man for the air 
- Le - force. He was assigned to the air 
force training school at Sheppard 
Field, Wichita Falls, Tex., for five 
weeks’ basic training. He then vol- 
unteered for aerial gunnery and was 
sent to the Las Vegas Gunnery 
School Las Vegas, Nev., and later to 
Boise, Ida. At these schools he was 
instructed in all the details of fir- 
ing 30 and 50 calibre flexible and 
turret machine guns, as well as how 
to repair airplanes, the latter instruc- 
tion being given him so that he could 
assist the crew engineer in making 
repairs to a plane in flight. 

. Personnel of Fortress 
On Nov. 12, 1942, he was assigned 

to the 99th heavy bombardment 
group at Walla Walla, Wash., to be- 
gin the first phase of combat train- 
ing with Uncle Sam’s Flying Fort- 
resses. It was at this location that 
his .crew was organized—the men 
with whom he was ‘to eat, sleep and 
fight for eleven months, the men with 
whom he was to be trained into -a 
smooth functioning combat team to 
operate the United States’ most 
lethal bomber. The crew is a good 
cross section of American men. They 
are as follows: 


Cortinved 


i 
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Pilot — Sidney Buck of Hensing- 
ton, Md., 26 years old, who was a 
clothing salesman in civilian life. 

Co-pilot—Caleb Barker, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y., 24, a research chemist 
for the National Research Laborator- 
ies. 

Bombardier — Anthony E. Lutkus, 
Kearney, N. J., 27, a window decora- 
tor in a department store. 

Navigator—Ray F. Fitzpatrick, 
Fresno, Calif., 25, college student. 
(He is the only married man’ of the 
crew.) 

' ‘Engineer—J. W. McKinnon, Syle- 
cauga, Ala., 21, high school graduate. 

Waist gunner—Arthur DePew, 22. 

Radioman—Chas. Swiman, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 31, delivery man for the 
Railwiy Express Agency. 

Assistant radioman and ball tur- 
ret gunner—LeRoy Gonder, Michigan 
City, Ind., 20, drummer in an orches- 


tra. pote! 


~Tail gunner—*June. Garland, Mc- 
Alister, Okla., 20 high school gradu- 
ate. nar 4 

Buck, Barker, Lutkus 
patrick were‘the officers. 

In the firsts,second and third 
phases of combat training the men 
learned instrument flying, landings, 
positions and need fire of the 


and Fitz- 


guns, formation flyr bombing, air 
to ground machine ‘gunning (the 
practice of fi at planes on the 
ground and flestr ing them), and 


Bp > 


States the men®yer ee ren the O. K. 
sign for the real thing. On Feb. 3, 
1943, the 99th was assigned to active 
duty and left fora base in North 
Africa, “somewhere near a mountain 
range.” It was a heavy bombardment 
base with Col. Fay R. Upthgrove of 
Tuscon, Ariz., the commanding of- 
ficer. Major®# bert Orance of Chi- 
cago was Art’s3 uadron commander. 
All the men‘lived in tents. It was at 
this time that Rommel’s forces were 
pushing the: Allies out of the stra- 
tegic Kasserine Pass in Tunisia. 


Tells oe First Raid 


The first ten days at the base were 
spent in™ equipping the bombers for 
actual combat: "The men were given 
word on April 9 that the next morn- 
ing they would perform their first 
mission. ‘‘We were all worried and 
scared,’ said DePew, ‘“‘because the 
whole outfit was new and nobody 
knew what actual combat was like. 


Our job was to bomb an enemy air- 
field behind the lines. Because we 
were untried in actual combat, two 
veteran squadrons from two other 
bases preceded us in order to take 
care of most of ‘the’ anti-aircraft bat- 
teries and fighter planes. 

“We took off at, out 9:30 in the 
morning and ref d at 3:30 in the 
afternoon. We bgdlear sailing all 
the way. We madezpfir run over the 
target, dropped ‘on f¥bombs and then 
headed for home. -We are unable to 
watch our bombs hit the target as 
they soon disappear, and we are al- 
ways on the alert, watching for en- 
emy planes. My job was to protect 
the waist of;the plane from either 
side. I had guns operating out of 
each side and I only had to turn 
around to operate either of the guns. 

“Our secon, mission was to bomb 
an airfield in Sicily. We were again 
preceded by two veteran squadrons. 
We encountered Italian fighter 
planes as soon as we reached the 
coast of Sicily but there were no 
losses on either side. We accom- 
plished our mission. | 

“Our third time out we were on 
our own. The mission was another 
airfield in Sicily. This time we were 
‘jumped’ by about twenty German 
Messerschmitt fighter planes. Our 
squadron was credited with knocking 
one down. We did not lose any ships. 
Those fighter Planes come in awfully 
fast, take a few shots and then 
swerve out of range. It is surprising 
how big they look in your gun sights 
and it seems as though you can’t miss 
them. But they’re darn hard to hit. 
The guns I handled are different 
from turret guns. My gun can be 
swung to any position and after you 
get a ‘bead’ on a plane you must lead 
te 

“T can better explain it by saying 
that we use the same shooting prin- 
ciple as when hunting rabbits or birds 
with a shot gun. When they are 
moving you can’t aim and fire direct- 
ly at them and expect a hit as they 
will have moved out of the spot 
where your shots hit. Through con- 
stant practice we learn to judge how 
much to lead a plane. Then too, evy- 
ery fifth bullet out of the gun-is a 
tracer shell which we can see and 
which lets us know where our line of 
fire is going. Even then it’s tough to 
hit a plane that.is going more than 

400 miles an hour. 

“Our worst encounter happened on 
July 5. Our mission was to bomb a 
big airfield and four subsidiary fields 
in Sicily. Intelligence had reported 


Continued 
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Dee, Cont. 


that there were about 225 enemy 
planes in this vicinity. The attack 
‘was fo be made in thtee waves, twen- 
ty minutes apart, our wave being the 
last.. ‘The first two waves were es- 
corted by forty P-38 fighters to each 
group, and they: were to take care of 
the anti-aircraft batteries and the 
intercepting fighter planes. Our job 
was to do the mopping up. 


Furious Air Battle 


“Well, the first two waves ran in- 
to a cloud and fog bank off the 
shores of Sicily. They were unable to 
penetrate the fog and turned back. 
We didn’t know this. When our wave 
of 36 bombers, with no fighter escort, 
reached the cloud ‘and fog bank a 
hole ‘had opened up in it, which we 
were able to fly through. As we ap- 
proached the airfield swarms of 
Messerschmitts came up to meet us. 
There was a helluva fight. It was 
estimated that 110 of those Messer- 
schmitts pounced on us. There were 


planes all over the place. Four to 


eight of those fighters would tome in 
on our plane at once and we would 
shoot with everything we had. I be- 
lieve-I sweat blood that day. 

“Our squadron in this fight was 
officially credit. " with shooting down 


51 planes. My plane was credited 
with one destroyed, two damaged and 
one probable. I got a damaged one. 
I think I must have hit it in the ra- 
diator as steam began pouring out of 
the engine. The plane banked over 
and was soon out of sight. The 
fight lasted an hour and five min- 
utes. We lost three bombers. I saw 
one of them go down, but the crew 
bailed out. 


Full of Bullet Holes 


“When ‘we got’ back to our base 
our ship was full of bullet holes. The 
closest one to me was about five feet. 
Despite the heavy fighter opposition 
all ships got their bombs away. 
Aerial photograps showed we had 
destroyed 70 fighter planes on the 
ground. 

“The biggest raid I ever  partici- 
pated in was the bombing of the Is- 
land of Pantelleria, located off the 
coast of Bizerte. The island is about 
two miles long and a mile wide. The 
(Germans were using it as an airfield 
and the Allies wanted it as a step- 
Ping stone to Italy. I never saw so 
many planes in the sky at once in 
my life. The sky was black with 
them. When the bombs hit the is- 
land it looked as if the whole island 
was going up into the air. It was 


t 


bombed steadily for four days. It 
was this raid that marked the first 
time in history that an air force cap- 
tured and held an enemy territory 
without the aid of ground forces. 

“On the mission my piane got lost 
in a fog over Africa and we could 
not find our base. We were flying 
through this pea soup and hit the 
peak of a mountain, tearing off our 
left rear stabilizing rudder. The 
Plane would still fly though, so we 
began to circle for fear we might 
run into another mountain. We final- 
ly ‘saw a small light, “which later 
turned out to be a fire made by some 
camping Arabs. They ‘beard us 
circling above and heaped a lot of 
grass on the fire. This didn’t help 
much because the grass would burn 
out too quickly. The pilot said, ‘I’m 
going to crash land this ship. If you 
want to, bail out.’ We all decided to 
stick with the plane. 


Ran for Their Lives 


“We had twelve 500 pound 
‘bombs aboard, but we defused and 
kept the bombs to keep our plane 
heavy so it wouldn’t bounce too 
much when we hit. The pilot aimed 
the ship for a spot alongside the fire, 
but we actually ended up about two 
miles farther on down the valley. The 
plane hit the ground and bounced 
about 30 feet into the air, tearing 
off three of the engines and setting 
the fourth on fire. The second time 
we hit we ‘stuck’ in the sand. The 
tail of the plane whipped around to 
the left, tearing. open the side of the 
Plane near the main door. We all 
climbed;out of that ‘hole, ran as fast 
as we could for about 400 yards and 
over a little hill, and hit the dirt. 
We knew the heat from that burning 
engine would soon set those bombs 
off. It did and the whole plane was 
blown sky high. 


“We walked back toward the camp 
fire and met the Arabs, Luckily, one 
of the Arabs knew a little French, as 
did Sidney Buck, the pilot. They 
were able to understand each other 
quite well. A messenger was sent out 
for help and a rescue party reached 
us two days later. It took wus five 
days to get back to our base. 


“My fiftieth mission occurred on 
Oct. 1. We bombed an airfield in 
Germany.. We ran into a little 
fighter opposition, a lot of flak, but 
we didn’t lose any planes. When our 
wheels hit the ground at our base I 
was plenty happy. That night we had 
a big party in Sidney Buck’s tent. 


Continued. 
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DePeu, cont. 


“Did I ever get any confirmed vic- 
tory over an enemy plane? Yes. I 
am credited with one destroyed, three 
probables and two damaged. The one 
destroyed was a Dornier 217, a me- 
dium fighter bomber. This type of 
ship has a pilot, with a turret gun- 
ner just to the rear of him. We were 
returning from a mission to Sicily 
and were over the Mediterranean 

sea. We came out of a cloud bank 
and there was the Dornier about 200 
feet below us and about 300 feet 
away. My first burst of fire killed 
the turret gunner and I then sprayed 
the plane with bullets from tail to 
nose. It finally caught fire and 
crashed into the sea. The fight oc- 
curred at an altitude of about 5,000 
feet.” 

So ended Arthur’s’ ‘recounting of 
some of his experiences during his 50 
Missions into enemy territory. He 
wears the airman’s medal with 
bronze and silver oak leaf clusters, 
emblematic of 50 missions. 

Arthur arrived in the United States 
Nov. 4. He reports back for duty 
Dec. 6 at Atlantic City, N. J. He has 
his fingers crossed. He has. been 
recommended for officers’ candidate 


school for training to become a heavy 
bombardment armament officer. He 
will not know if the recommendation 
has been approved until he arrives ‘at 
Atlantic City. However, he will not 
be doing any active combat flying for 
at least a year, his 50 missions hayv- 
ing given him a well earned rest. 

As mementos of ‘his experiences, 
Arthur has several 50 calibre ma- 
chine gun bullets, a German Luger 
pistol taken from a wrecked Stuka 
dive bomber in Tunisia, several 
aerial photographs of bombing raids 
and some English and French money. 

“The fellows in my crew, they 
were swell guys. I wonder if I will 
ever see them again.’’ Those were 
Art’s last comments. 


————— 


—_—  _____ 


IN COAST GUARD 


ROGER GORDON 


One of the twenty-one members of 
the 1941 graduating class of Garrett 
high school who are serving Uncle 
Sam is Roger Gordon of the coast 


guard, who is stationed at LadJolla,. 


Calif. He was inducted into the coast 
guard in July, 1942, and has been lo- 
cated on the west coast ever since. 
His rating is that of seaman first class. 
Prior to his entrance into the service 
of Uncle Sam he way employed in the 
signal section of the maintenance de- 
partment of the Baltimore and Ohio. 
He observed his twentieth birthday 
last December. 


Roger is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Jos. 
F. Gordon of 519 South Guilford street 
and they visited him in Carlsbad, 
Calif., last month while he was on a 
ten-day leave. While on a tour of Los 
Angeles, they had breakfast in Sar- 
die’s restaurant one morning and 
Roger was called upon to speak over 
the radio. Several Garrett and Auburn 
friends heard his voice. Later in the 
week he was a guest on the Raleigh 
cigarette program and for answering 
all the quiz questions he was awarded 
a prize of $100. 

During their stay in Los Angeles, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon and Roger spent 
a day with Lt. and Mrs. Richard 
Houser and son, Stephen, of Garrett. 
Lt. Houser is also stationed in Cali- 
fornia. 
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IN TRANSPORT CORPS 


2nd LT. ROGER WOODCOCK 


2nd Lieut. Roger Woodcock recent- 
ly returned to Camp Plauche, La.,, 
after a visit with his mother, Mrs. 
Sarah A. Woodcock of 217 West King 
street. 

Roger received his lieutenant’s com- 
mission last Dec. 20 at the transporta- 
tion corps’ officer candidate school, 
New Orleans, La. He was then as 
Signed to a transportation corps at 
Camp Plauche. 

This Garrett young man graduated 
from Avilla high school with the class 
of 1936. He then became a non-com- 
missioned officer at the CCC camp near 
Angola, where he remained for two 
and a half years. In December, 1940, 
he became employed as a brakeman 
for the B. & O. On Sept. 3, 1942, he 
enlisted in the volunteer officers’ 
cavalry candidate school at Fort Riley, 
Kan. He was placed in the reserve 
corps April 27, 1943, and he returned 
to work on the B. & O. He was re- 
called for active duty last June 22. 

Roger and the former Miss Laura 
Miller of Kendallville were married 
Jan. 7. She will live with her parents 
for the duration. 


Mrs. Sarah Woodcock has another, 
son in service, 1st Lt. Ralrh Wood- | 
cock, who is an instructor in the air) 
corps at Boca Raton, Fla. Ralph is: 
a pilot and he has had overseas duty. 


PVT. ROBERT EUGCNE GILBERT 


After a holiday visit with his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gilbert of 
400 East High street, Pvt. Robert Eu- 
gene Gilbert has returned to Camp 
Blanding, Ga. Robert attended the 
Garrett public schools and enlisted in 
the service of Uncle Sam on June 18, 
1942. He spent two weeks*at the in- 
duction center at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison and then was sent to Camp Pic- 
ket, Va, - where. b@-:temained two 


-months. He then, was ‘agsigned to 


‘duties ‘imethe -medicgl. détachment_at 
~Camp Blanding. 


Ray | 


— — 


GARRETT SAILOR IS 
ON MINE SWEEPER 


GLENN A. B'SHOP 


Glenn <A. Bishop, chief motor 
mechanic’s mate and a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. U. G. Bishop of 620 South Cowen 
street is not a ‘new recruit” with 
Uncle Sam. He has been in the navy 
fifteen years and has seen service in 
Japan, China, Hawaii, Guam, the 
Philippine Islands, the east and west 
coasts of the United States and the 
Panama Canal zone. He is now at- 
tached to a mine sweeper on the east 
coast. Mr. Bishop visited his parents 
earlier in the month and his wife and 
young son, Gilbert, of New York City, 
came with him and are now living with 
Mr. and Mrs. U. G. Bishop. Another 
son of the Bishops, Private Earl 
Bishop, was recently inducted into the 


army and is now stationed at Camp. 


Shelby, Miss., with Co. G. in the 149th 
Infantry. 


FLYER FOR UNCLE SAM 


RALPH A. WOOBCOCK 


Ralph A. Woodcock, cadet in the 
United States army air corps and 
son of Mrs. Sarah Woodcock of 309 
South Johnson street. was. trans- 
ferred recently to Santa Maria, Cal.. 
to continue training. His father is 
Arthur H. Woodcock of Chicago. 

Cadet Woodcock was graduated from 
Garrett high school in 1939. He then 
went to the CCC camp at Pokagon 
State park on Lake James, where he 
received a sergeant’s rating within 
three weeks and was in charge of sup- 
ply for one year. He then left to xc 
to Chicago, where he was employed 
by the Union Special Machine com. 
pany as a tool crib clerk. 

On May 17, 1942, he inlisted in the 
army air corps in Chicago and was 
sent to Santa Ana. Cal., for pre-flight 
training. He first soloed on August 
24 of this year. His address is A. C 
Ralph A. Woodeock © barracks =o 
AFTD, class 43-13, Santa Maria, Calif 


Se 


MANY DECORATIONS 


SGT. MILTON A. BERNDT 


Another of Garrett’s young men who 
is fighting in the armed forces in the 
Philippine Islands is Sgt. Milton A. 
Berndt. His wife, the former Flor- 
ence Woodcock, is residing with her 
mother. Mrs. Sarah A. Woodcock of 
217 West King street. Milton is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Berndt of 
Dover, O.. and he is a nephew of Mrs. 
William Stansbury of 600 South Cowen 
street. 


Milton was graduated from the Do- 
ver high school and later he came to 
Garrett with Mrs. Stansbury and 
lived with her. He became employed 
at the Stern Clothing Co. He entered 
the army April 15, 1941, receiving his 
basic training at Camp Shelby, Miss. 
He received further training at various 
camps throughout the United States, 
becoming an instructor at Fort Ben- 
ning. Ga. 


Milton left the west coast in De- 
cember, 1943, landing in Hawaii, where 
he remained several months. He 
was then in battles at New Guinea 
and he recently fought in the battles 
of Bataan and Luzon. He is a mem- 
ber of the 38th Division, 151st Infan- 
try. This unit was formerly known 
as {ithe fCyclonesY sbut sit is -now 
known as “The Avengers of Bataan.” 


The regiment liberated Grande ls- 
land (Little Corregidor) off the Ba- 


taan peninsula. 


Sgt. Berndt now nolds the American 
Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Expert Infantryman Badge and the 
Asiatic-Pacific theatre Ribbon with 
three campaign stars. 

Milton has two brothers in service. 
Lester, who is in the navy in the 
Philippines, and Donald, who is in 
France. 


STUDIES AT AIR FIELD 


PVT. JOS. C. KEARNS 


After a ten days’ visit with his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Kearns of four 
and one-half miles southwest of Gar- 
Tett, Private Joseph C. Kearns Te- 
turned to Chanute Field, Nll., Sunday. 
He is attending the aircraft mechanic’s 
school and after Sept. 1 will enter the- 
flying cadet school. 

Joe was a member of the Future 
Farmers of Ametica during his four 
years in high school and in his senior 
year he served as president: He was 
also a member of the athletic and 
radio clubs. He was graduated with 
the class of 1937 and from that time 
until his enlistment at Fort Benjamin 
Harffsom on Feb. 3 of this year he was 
engaged in farming. He spent three 
weeks taking special training at Shep- 
pard Field, Tex., and was assigned fo 
the air eorps.. being, transferré® to 


Chanute Field on March 10. 
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MEMBER OF ‘THE 
U.S. MARINE CORPS 


R. JUDSON WITHERSPOON 


Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Witherspoon of 
116 East Keyser street received a 
letter last week from their son. Jud- 
son. a member of the U. Si Marines, 
stating that he is well and happy, but 


very busy and can’t write much. The; 


written May 28 and re- 
ceived June 4. From the contents it 
is believed he is somewhere in the 
Pacific. The parents feel sure he is 
near Pearl Harbor. 

Judd was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1930. and for three s':m- 
mers prior to his graduation he attcnd- 
edie. C\M TC ate Frontal nox hye. bre 
Was also a member of the National 
Guard. 

He enlisted in the marine corps in 
February. 1931. and spent several 
months at Quantico, Va... and Paris 


letter was 


Island. S. C. He was honorably dis- 
charged in February. 1935. He re- 
=nlistead in Maren of this year ani 


a brief stay on the Pacific coast 
he lett the States six weeks later 

Judson has two sons in Garrett. 
James Judd. 6. and William Lester. &. 
WHO Tee WH oLebre impsthepe dirs 
Lowuanne Witherspoon, -at the hom: =: 
} 


lereparcikts sl wad Airs Ry De blar 


after 


5 Sout 


AVIATION MECHANIC 


sae WILLIAM MOSES i 


‘William (Bill) Moses is s son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Moses of 201 East 


‘High street...He was graduated from 


Garrett high school with the:class! of 
1941 and enlisted in the navy.at the 
‘recruiting station at Indianapolis July 
125. He spent four months at the Naval 
‘Training Station. at. Great Lakes, Iil., 
‘undergoing inténsive training in the | 
fundamentals of naval -brocedure and 
‘geamanship. ” awed Ds 

'- He was per rerr gi -the .Jackson- 
ville, Fla, Naval Air Base the middle 
of December, where he is taking spe- 
cial training in aviation mechan cs 
Bill celebrated his twenty-first bi,th- 
day in December. “With the exception 
of two years, when the family lived in 
‘Auburn, he attended the » Garrett 


schools,’ Durings his four gears in! 


high school he was a member of the 
Future Farmers of Ameriéa, club and 
was a reporter for the Maroon and 
Blue, the high school publication. Four 
of Bill’s classmates in Garrett high 
school who ‘were Rt aa in 
1941 are also al‘“she armed forces 
They are ‘Richard - ‘Bartles, Edward 
Steigmeyer, Bernard Weaver and Rog 
er Whirledge. 
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WM. L. GREAGER 
FAILED TO RALLY 
AFTER OPERATION 


Church Funeral for For- 
mer Athlete 


The death of Willfam LeRoy 
Creager, 21, a former outstanding 
Garrett high school athlete, took 
place Monday night at 6 o’clock at 
the Colonial hospitat, a Mayo insti- 
tution, at Rochester, Minn. 

“Bill,” as he was well known, 
had been in ill health since October, 
1939, because of an abscessed lung. 
He was taken to the Robert O. Long 
hospital Indianapolis, in April, 1940, 

eee and was. brought 
home four months 
later. He re-enter- 
ed the same _ hos- 
pital in October, 
1940, and remained 
until March, 1941. 
He was taken from 
Garrett to the Co- 
lonial hospital at 
Rochester, Minn., 

Staite i laat July and re- 

‘ Creager Mained a month. 
ae ' He was then at 
home until Nov. 30, when his _par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Creager 
of 702 South Cowen street, took 
him back to Rochester. He sgsub- 
mitted to an operation Monday for 
the removal of a lung, but failed to 

- Tally, 

During his illness, the youth sub- 
mitted to seven operations and had 
twenty-eight blood transfusions. 


A brother-in-law, John Zumbaugh 
“of 805 South Cowen street, and his 
mother, Mrs. Ervin Zumbaugh of Al- 
bion, went to Chicago Wednesday 
‘morning. to meet Mr. and Mrs. 
Creager, with ‘the body. The body 
arrived «in. Garrett on B. & O. 
train No. 26 “Wednesday evening 
and was taken to the H. A. 'Hink- 
lin funeral home.’ It was removed 


to the Creager residence later that 
evening. Services will be held Fri- 
day afternoon.yat 2 o’clock at the 
Garrett Church: of. Christ. Burial will 
be made in Care. cemetery, northwest 
of Garrett. ‘ 


Wess 


be “Bill” was in Garrett July 3, 


1921, and was a member of the 
1941 class of the high school. How- 
ever, because of illness, he could not 
graduate with his class. He played 
basketball with the regional cham- 
pions of Garrett high school in 1939 
and also was a football and track 
Star. He was .awarded the sports- 
manship medai of the school in 
1939. 

Surviving besides the parents are 
three brothers, Earl, Wayne and 
Roy Jr., all at home; one sister, 


‘Mrs. Zumbaugh: and two. grand- 


parents, Wm. A. Topper of 805 
South Lee street. Garrett. and Mrs. 


_ Louise ‘Rea of Ligonier. 


“Bill” was a “member of the 
Church of Christ. 


A FLYING CADET 


——— eens 


Mir. and Mrs. Alfred Seidel of 


ss eas 


South Franklin street have received 
Word from their son. Harold R., that 


high school w 


Harold R. Seidel! 


clubs, was 


he has been sent 
to Kelly Field, 


Sat- 


ad- 
ett 


Mex. arriving 
there last 
urday. 

Harold. a gr 
uate of Garr 


ith 


the class of 1939. 
Was active while 
in school in the 
Freshman Boys 
and athletie 


a 


inember or the mixed chorus and 
Pliyed on the football and basketball 
teams. He was employed for au while 
at the Nature's Rival Co. plant in Gar- 
vett and later worked for the General 
Etectri¢é Co. in Fort Wayne. He en- 
listed in the armed forces in March 
wud was inducted at Baer Field, Fort 
Wayne. He is now a flying cadet, at- 
tending the pre-flight sc hool at Kelly 


Field. 


hes be) 


MESS SERGEANT 


T/SGT. CLARENCE DEEVE RS 


T/Sgt. Clarence Deevers: is the tius- 
band of the former Madge Traster. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arcnie 
Traster of Altona. His mother, Wirs. 
Margaret Headrick. fives in New 
Haven, Set. and Mrs. Deevers are 
visiting the fatter’s Pare€nits from 
March 8 to 18. 

Before entering the service Sat. 
Deevers was a chef at the !ndiana 
hotel in Fort Wayne. He entered the | 
army July 24, 1942, as a cock and he 
received 14weeks’ basic tratniag at. 
the Billings hospital, Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, where he has been located 
ever since, 

Deevers is a mess S€rgeant in 
charge of the Preparing of meals for | 
500 patients in the hospital. The total 
number of patients is 1.3¢09. He has: 
been awarded the Good Conduct medal ' 
three times. 

Sgt. Deevers states that the Red 
Cross is doing a wonderful job at the: 
Biliings hospital. He says that the: 
“Gray Ladies.” volunteer Red Gross, 
nurses, is the finest organization of its 
kind in the world. They are on duty 
24 hours a day and when a patient! 
we tS attention any time of the day or 
night’ they are always on hand ready. 
End wili79 to help. He says the Red 
Cress gives tw Parties a week, two’ 
movies a week, Coes all kinds of er- 
rands and, in addition, teaches the| 
patients to make sotlvenirs to send} 
home to their relatives and friends. 


' 
j 
' 
‘ 
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IN KOREA 


CPL. HOWARD G. KNEPPER 


From Korea comes information that 
this Garrett soldier, son of Wal- 
lace Knepper of 401 East King street, 
has been overseas 15 months and 4s 
a teletype operator in the 3ignal of- 
fice of the 308th Bomb Wing of the 
Fifth Air Force has been active in 
the wing’s operations at Hollandia, 
on Leyte, Luzon, Okinawa and finally 
in the occupation of Korea, where the 
wing is housed in the Imperial uni- 
versity of Keijo in the capital city 
Seoul as the Air Force's representa- 
tive occupation factor. “Knep,” as 
he is best known to his friends, was 
graduated from Garrett high school 
in 1942 and is one of 30 members of 
that class who have served in the 
military service. He‘ was employed 
by Bowser Ine. in Fort Wayne be- 
fore entering the army in February, 
1943. He received his basic train- 
ing at St. Petersburg, Fla.. and was 
sent to a replacement center at Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He was transferred 
to Spokane. Wash., and from there 
went to Biggs Field, Tex., and was as- 
signed t») duties as a teletype oper- 
ator. 

Corporal Knepper holds fur Bronz > 
Battle Stars and Liberation and Ov- 
Cupation ribbons. 
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HALL BROTHERS [N° ARMY. 
~ edeiiagecs et ERS IRIAN cee 


a 4 


MARVIN A. HALL» | 
Two Altona brothers serving under 
the flag are Pfc. Robert Hall and Pfc. 

Marvin A. Hall, sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
¢ E. J.-Hall. 

Robert was employed by the Au- 
burn Rubber Corp. before being ,in- 
ducted into the army Aug. 18, 1942. 
He was sent to Camp Campbell, Ky., 
and has been stationed there ever 
since. He is assigned to the military 
police and recently was with a com- 
mand that made a voyage into the 


Pacific to bring back some Jap prison- 


ROBERT HALL ~ 2 


ers. His wife is the former Miss . 


Mary Kern, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Kern of 914 South Randolph 
Street, who is residing with-her par- 
ents. ‘ 

Marvin, the younger of the brothers, 
played on the Garrett high school 
basketball team and was formerly in 
the employ of Contractor John Wa- 
tier. He entered the army Nov. Tide 
1942, and has been located at Camp 
Breckenridge, Ky., ever since. He 


is assigned to duty in the camp post 
office. : 


ARTILLERY CAPTAIN 


. 
CAPT. FRED GROSCOP 
—Photo by Sheets. 


After a several days’ visit at his 
former home at 408 East King street, 
Capt. Fred Groscop, with his family, 
returned to Fort Bragg. N. C., last Sat- 
urday. 

Capt. Groscop is x native of Garrett 
and was graduated from the local high 
school in 1927. He received a diploma 
from Purdue university in 1932, com- 
pleting a civil engineering course. In 
1935 he located at Bowling Green, O., 
as a drainage engineer with the soil 
conservation service of the U. S. de- 
partment of agriculture. His juris- 
diction extended over five counties. 

While at Purdue, Fred was a mem- 
ber of the R. O. T. C. and was given 
a commission as second lieutenant in 
the Officers’ Reserve Corps. He was 
advanced to first lieutenant in 1938. 
He was called to active service in De- 
cember, 1940, and attended the school 
of fire at Fort Sill, Okla., for three 
months. Then he was assigned to the 
North Carolina camp and was promot- 
ed to captain of field artillery last 
month. 

Capt. Groscop’s family consists of 
his wife, the former Marion Chancel- 
lor of Lafayette, and two little daugh- 
ters. Louise and Julia. His father. 
after whom Fred was named, was at 
one time trustee of Keyser township. 
His mother. Mrs. Minnie Groscop. and 


a 


his sister. Mrs. Lee Allman, and family 
live at 408 East King street. Another 
sister, Miss Julia Groscop, is a former 
DeKalb county nurse and now is secre- 
tary to the public ueglth department 
of the city of Philadelphia and sub- 
urbs. She also was here last week. 


A brother, Arthur, is located in De- 
troit. 


« aay 


TRAINS: IN-FEGRIDA 


ra 


PFC. RICHARD SEIFERT 
—Photo by Sheets. 


The subject of today’s sketch about 
a soldier is one of three brothers who 
are serving the colors. They are the 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Seifert of 
601 South Peters street. Richard.is a 
graduate of St. Joseph’s school and 
before his induction into the army in 
September, 1942, he was employed as 
a machine operator at the Rieke Metal 
Products Corp. in Auburn. He was sent 
to Camp Blanding, Fla., and has been 
_in training there ever since. The other 
two boys of the Seifert family in serv- 
ice are Private Arnold Seifert, who Is 
stationed with the 97th signal battal- 
ion at Camp Bowie, Tex., and Howard 
Seifert, seaman second class, who is 
taking speciah t:aining at Norman, 
OK So eee Ge 
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DECORATED IN AFRICA 


ee 


SGT. ALEXANDER YANUSZEWSKI 


(Written by Sgt. Alexander Yanus- 
zewski. stationed in North Africa. to 
his parents. Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
Yanuszewski of Altona). 

Today marks my second anniversary 
of being a soldier. Yes sir, it has been 
two whole years that I have been in 
the army and one year has been spent 
overseas. The fact is, it things: keep 
up the -way they are I'll have more 
time over here than I will have at 
home, and I don't intend to be a 30 


year man, but it may work out that 


Way. 3 
This week I received a dozen letters 


and among them two from my brothers 
Red and Volly. Those sailor brothers 
of mine seem to be getting along pret- 
ty good and I hope they know [ am 
wishing them the best of everything. 
Nothing is too good for them and they 
should do alright by themselves. I'l] 
never forget how close I came to join- 
ing the navy when the military bug hit 
me. but I can’t say [ have regretted 
it either. 


ewletter from Aunt Lucy -ells of 
everyone in Detroit being heyd over 
heels in war work. With all the good 
reports we lear trem ithe U.S. A. on 
Work. to a certain degree we feel very 
£007 end grateful for it, m1 Weve, 
tiere is One thing we al’. ang that bars 
“one. disag:2e with. aud 1.01 ean guess 
it is. strikes. ves. thar’s it exactly. 
It really has reised quite a yumpus 
among the soldiers. It is that way ey- 
erywhere American scldiers are fight- 
ing. It reaily hurts to -hink that those 
people wio take time out to dispute 
labor policies, should pul’ such a stunt 
while their sons and next of Lin are 
on the fighting lire givine their lives 
So that we Americans can live again 
like we wart to. Such labor Si oppage 
is serious as without Material --e can- 
not fight and win in the Way WwW want. 
We all think such disputes shiuld be 
saved until afrer the war. then settle 
it. free for all. if necessary. I see where 
Our government has stepped in and 
now I think things may be Straight- 
ened up. and we hope very soon. 

While ive been Writing I've been 


‘listening to the evening news with 
one ear. Right off the bat they gave 
the big announcement that we've tak- 
en the Italian island, Pantelleria. They 
have met the fate that will soon come 
to other Axis occupied areas. So you 
can see we are not resting yet and we 
‘never will until the last bomb has 
' fallen. That goes for me, my buddies 
; and the rest of the guys. The day will 
's00n come, so hang on and watch our 
‘tracks, 


a ——- “i 
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four Lung Brothers in Army 


SGT. FORD R. LUNG 


PFC. WESLEY B. LUNG PVT. LAWRENCE H. LUNG 


Continued 


eee » Conti nue 

Four more DeKalb county brothers 
serving with the armed forces are 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lung of 
Cedar Creek, Butler township. 

The eldest is Sgt. Ford R. Lung. He 
attended Garrett nigh school and then 
became a brakeman for the Baltimore 
and Ohio. He entered the military 
service in October, 1941, at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison and received his 
basic training at Camp Wallace, Tex. 
He left for duty as a gunner in the 
coast artillery in the Panama Canal 
Zone in January, 1942, and he re- 
mained there 25 months, returning 
to the United States in 1944. He 
was assigned to Fort Knox, Ky., as 
an instiuctor in tank gunnery and 
is still there. He was promoted 
from private first class to corporal 
in 1942 and received the rating of 
sergeant in August, 1944. He wears 
the Pre-Pearl Harbor and American 
Theatre of Operations ribbons and 
the Good Conduct medal. He was 
married last Saturday in Garrett to 
Miss Margaret Muzzillo of 417 South 
Randolph street and they are now 
away on a wedding trip. 

Pfc. Leo R. Lung in 1938, at the age 
of 17 years, joined tne CCC at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison 2..d was sent to 
Boise, Ida. He was stationed there 
for two years and then returned 
home to assist with the farm work, 
He later-returned to Boise and en- 
tered the army in June, 1943. He 
received his basic training at Salt 
Lake City, Utah, then Was transfer- 
red to Camp Roberts, Calif., and 
thence to Camp Swift, Tex. He re- 


mained there three weeks and went 
overseas six months after his in- 
duction, landing in England. For 
Several months he was stationed in 


France and a recent letter recrived 
by his parents reveals .that ..e is 
now on the front lines in Germany 
after having been hospitalized for 
8 weeks because of a broken arm. 
His wife and their two young daugh- 
ters live in Boise. A picture of the 


children also appears in this issue. 


of The Clipper. 


Pfc. Wesley B. Lung was a member 
of the 1942 class of Garrett high 
schoo! and worked for Nature’s Ri- 
val Co. before joining the military 
forces Jan. 13, 1943. He was in- 
ducted at Camp Perry, O., and was 
sent to a camp in North Carolina 
for his basic training. He was at 
Camp Breckenridge, Ky., on maneu- 
vers for several weeks and later was 
transferred to Camp Stewart, Ga., be- 
fore being sent overseas in February, 
1944. He is in Italy. 


Pvt. Lawrence H. Lung was living 
at his parents’ home when he en- 
tered the army in August, 1944. He 
was inducted at Fort Benjamin Har- 
rison and was sent to Fort Riley, 
Kan., for his basic training, being 
placed in a cavalry unit. Upon 
completion of 13 weeks train- 
ing he was sent to Fort George Meade, 
Md., and left for Overseas, landing in 
England. He spent three months in 
France and is now in Germany. 


There are six other children in the 
Robert Lung family. They are: Mrs. 
Walter Clark of East Garrett: Mrs. 
Warren Griffin, who lives one and 
One half miles southeast of Garrett; 
Miss Minnie Lung at home; Henry 
Lung of Butler; Homer Lung .of 
South Johnson street, Garrett, and 
Mrs. Lloyd Stahl, who, with her hus- 
band, lives in the Lung home. 


ley s 


FIRST SGT. WALTER A. STOLL 


These two brothers, one in the 
army and the cther in the navy, are 
sons of Fred Stell of 607 South Lee 
street. Walter, who was recently ad- 
vanced to the rating of first sergeant, 
is the eldest. He attended the Garrett 
Public schools and was graduated in 
1933. Before his entry into the armed 
forces he was employed by the B&O 
as a bridge and building carpenter be- 
tween Chicago and Willard. He was 
inducted into the army on April 15, 


1941, at Fort Wayne and from there | 


LEROY O. STOLL, E.M. 3/C_ 


Later he went to Fort Wayne, where 
lhe attended an NYA electric welding 
| school. He was employed by the Bass 
Foundry and the Fruehauf Trailer Co. 
He enlisted in the navy last Septem- 
| ber and upon completion of his “‘boot’” 
training he was sent to the naval 
i training school at lowa State college 
at Ames, la. He was graduated on the 
campus of the college in March. 
Instruction given tum during those 
16 weeks of intensive training includ- 
ed courses in electrical theory, mathe- 


was sent to Fort Hays, Columbus, O.| matics, wiring, motors and electrical 


He also took training at Camp Shelby, 
Miss., and Camp Edwards, Mass., and 
has been stationed at Camp Claiborne, 
La., since October, 1942. He is 26 years 
of age. His present address is: First 
Sgt. Walter A. Stoll, 35176251, 617th 
Engineers Equipment Co., 5th Proving 
Battalion, EUTC, West Camp Clai- 
borne, La. 

LeRoy Stoll is an instructor in math- 
ematics at a camp in Farragut, Idaho. 
LeRoy was a ragmber of the 1939 class 
of Garrett hig schoo! and following 
his graduation for a time was em- 
Ployed in the Zimmerman drug store. 


| methods. He was graduated with a 96 
percent average and received a rating 
of petty officer. Since going to Farra- 
gut he has been given the rating of 
eiectrical mate, third class. While 
home on leave in March he was mar- 
ried to Miss Kathryn Fiandt “Ken- 
dallville. She and LeRoy’s sister, Miss 
Erma Stoll, will go to Farragut to visit 
him on May 16 and Mrs. Stoll will re- 
main indefinitely. LeRoy’s present ad- 
Gress is Officer Service Schoo!, Area 
E, Barracks 24, U. S. N. T. S., Farra- 


gut, Idaho. 
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AntiY MEDIC, SONS 


CAPT. CHAS. F. ABELL AND SONS 


After a service of three years and 
three months in the army medical 
corps, Capt. Chas. F. Abell, son of 
Mrs. Queen Abell of 613 South ljams 
Street, is expected home soon and he 
will resume his practice at Marion, 
Ind. 


The boys are Charles Frederick 
Abell Jr., 16, and Torrance Bryson 
Abell, 15. The former is best known 
as Bud and he is about the height of 
his “dad,” six feet, one inch. He at- 
tended the summer naval school at 
Culver Military Aca¢emy and is now 
a junior in Marion high school. The 
younger of the boys is nicknamed 
Terry and he is a, sophomore in 
Marion high school, 


Capt. Abell was born in Garrett. 
His father was a Prominent business 
man who died in 1928-and his mother 
was one of the three daughters of 
Wm. J. Frederick, a Pioneer resident 
of Garrett who served on the city 
council and as mayor. After attend- 
ing Howe Military Academy and 
graduating from Culver academy with 
the class of 19228, Capt. Abell took 
a pre-medic course at Ohio State 
university and was graduated from 
Jefferson Medical school, Philadel- 
Phia. He was an interne at City 
hospital, Indianapolis, and then be 


Gan the practice of medicine at Mar- 
ion. 


Entering the anmy July 15, 1942. 
Capt. Abell was on duty at Camp 
Shelby, Miss., Clarabelle, Fla., and 
Camp Livingston, La., before going 
to Hawaii in December, 1943. He 
later was assigned to the great base 
at Guam. He became eligible for 
discharge from the army with about 
90 points. 

The captain’s wife is the former 
Pauline Torrance of Marion. They 
were building a new home when the 
war interfered and the residence will 


& IN Q. M. CORPS 
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™ 


Sta here op A ghettos. a gpeney 


_ PVT. KENNETH STEWARD~. - 
CEs = = Photo by Sheets. 


A recent visitor to Garrett was Prt. 
Kenneth Steward, who spent the week- 
end with his Darents, Mr. and Mrs: 
A.C. Steward of 415 South Walsh 
street. “Kennie” has been in the 
armed forces seven months. He wag 
graduated from Garrett high school in 
1931 and for Several years was em- 
ployed by the Riedhart Co. He later 
took employment(\in the local Kroger 
store, from which position he resigned 


ter-Porps. ands bas > ibe tess ; 


Fort Benjamin. Harrison since - enter- 


t 
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BLIND FLYING GUIDE 


PFC. LOWELL R. STUCKMAN 


Having just completed his’ Link 
training at Chanute field, Rantoul, Il., 
Pfc. Lowell R. Stuckman has now been 
transferred to the army air base at 
Grenada, Miss., to teach pilots blind 
flying. 

Lowell is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. M. Stuckman of 208 South Harrison 
street. While in Garrett high school, 
he took three years of civilian air pilot 
training at Pierce field, which is lo- 
cated north of Fort Wayne. He was 
in many schoo! activities, being junior 
class treasurer, vice President of the 
Drama club and a member of the bas- 
Ketbail team, Freshman Boys’ club, 
Hi-Y club and the Staff of the high 
school paper, Maroon and Blue. 

Upon graduation with the class of 
1942, Lowell was employed at Haff- 
ner’s store and then at the Stern 
Clothing Co. He enlisted Dec. 7, 1942, 
in the airplane mechanics’ school and 
was sent to Miami Beach, Fla., for 
three months’ training. Last March, he 
Was transferred to Chanute field for 
Link training instruction and he com- 
pleted that schooling recently. He was 
sent to Baer field, Fort Wayne, for 
ene week and was then transferred to 
his new Post. His address is as fol- 
lows: 443rd B. H. and A. B, Hdas., 
Grenada A. A. B., Grenada, Miss. 


A CAPTAIN AND SON 


CAPT. W. MERLE WESTFALL 
CADET DAVID ALLEN WESTFALL 


The picture of Capt. Westfall and his 
son was taken last fall when they were 
at home from camp and military 
school. Capt. Westfall recently ar- 
rived in North Africa and his son is a 
student at Howe Military Academy. 

Capt. Westfril is a nationally known 
marksman and participated in national 
and state rifle matches for many years. 
He won thirty-eight medals, most of 
which are in class 1. For several 
years he served as team captain and 
team coach at the annual national 
rifle matches at Camp Perry, O. 

He spent several weeks each year at 
Fort Knox, Ky., in the Citizens Mili- 
tary Training camp as a member of 
Company K, National Guard of Fort 
Wayne. He has been an instructor 
since being called to active service in 
the army Jan. 28, 1941. In civilian life 
he was a B. & O. trainman. 

David Allen attended the Garrett 
public schools and is now a freshman 
at Howe. He has a brother, Richard, 
who makes his home with his prand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Wither- 
Spoon of 116 East Keyser street. Mrs. 
Westfall is on duty as a nurse at the 
Dr. Bonnell Souder hospital in Auburn. 
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R. WEAVER, PROMOTED 


nae 


-«: RICHARD D. w§ VET ee 

Richaga D.- Weaver, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. DoH. Weaver of 210 East Hous- 
ton street, wrote his parents Thursday * 
that He-had received hig long awaited 
promotion from boatswain’s mats first 
class to chief boatswain’s mate with 
a ‘petty officer rating. Richard“is on 
one.-of Uncle Sam’s warships-in the 
eek and has been one ae six 


Bichard) a graduate it Gueeaeh high 
school in 1937, received an appoint- 
ment to the Naval Academy at Ann- 
apolis,-but chose enlisting instead. He 
was attached to the U.S.S. Arizona 
at Pearl Harbor for a year and com- 
pleted his four year enlistment on 
Nov. 5, 1941. He re-enlisted and was 
then granted a 40 day leave and it 
was while he was at home on this 
leave that the Arizona was sunk by 
the Japs in the surprise attack at 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7. He lost all his 
personal effects on the ship. He was 
immediately called back to duty and 
was assigend to the ill-fated Astoria. 
This cruiser participated in the bat- 
tles of Midway and the,,Coral sea, as 
well as the Solomons. Most of the 
1,100 men on the Astoria as well as 
on the other iost shius were saved. The 
cruiser was sunk by shell fire from 
close range. 


Weaver was with the fleet when the 
aircraft carriers Yorktown and Lex- 
ington were sunk. His gailor’s jacket 
on his last visit home last fall was 
decorated with four bars, one béing 
for good conduct and the other three 


representing his participation in the - 


sattles cf Midway, Coral sea and Solo- 
mons. Richard is a veteran of 23 naval 
engagements in the Pacific. 


EDDIE SCHNEIDER 
LOST IN AIR WAR 
AGAINST JAPS 


" EDWARD J. SCHNEIDER 


Corporal Edward J. Schneider, 21, 
a son of Mrs. R. C. McCullough of 
€15 South Lee ‘street, Garrett, has 
been reported missing in action. 


A telegram received by his mother . 


from the adjutant general at Wash- 
ington, D. C., stated: 


“Deeply regret to inform you that 
your son, Edward J. Schneider, has 
been reported missing in action in 
southwest Pacific area since Sept. 12. 
Letter follows.”’ 

Eddie attended Hammond Tech 
high school 2 years before he moved 
to Garett with his mother in 
1937. He entered Garrett high school 
as a junior and was graduated in 
1939. He enlisted in the air corps in 
August, 1940. He was sent from 
Fort Benjamin Harrison to Fort Slo- 
cum, N. Y., and then to France Field, 
Panama, being assigned to the 25th 
bomb squadron. He attended school 
at France Field for eleven months 
and was graduated as a radio tech- 
nician. bz 

Since the war started Eddie had 
been in the Pacific. His mother re- 
ceived a telegram from him last July 
25 advising her that he had landed 
in California. He wrote a letter 
dated July 28 saying he was glad to 
be back in the United States, where 
the English language is used. A 
card was mailed Aug. 25 from San 
Francisco stating that he had arrived 
safely at a’“‘new destination.’” That 
Was the last heard from him. 
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NOW A SERGEANT - 


, 
SGT. JAMES M. HARRIS 


Sgt. James Harris, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Harris of 300 West King 
Street, is a clerk in the finance depart- 
ment, special service headquarters 
company of the 92nd division, which 
is located somewhere in Italy. James 
received his sergeant’s rating just 
a short time ago. “4 

James was graduated from Garrett 
high school in 1942. He then entered 
West Virginia-State college at Ettrick, 
W. Va., and the following March he 
was inducted into the army. He was 
assigned to the 28th cavalry and sent 
to Camp Lockett, Calif., for training. 
He received additional training at 
Fort Huachuca, Ariz., and in March, 
1944, he was sent overseas to Italy. A 
; half brother, Alonzo Roosevelt Doster, 
whose home is at Rockford, Ml., is 
also in the army, he being a truck 


driver somewhere in the South Pa-: 


cific, 


ALTONA BOY IN NAVY 


SEAMAN FORREST MILLER 
¥ —Photo by Sheets. 


Seaman Miller is one of two sons of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miller of Altona 
who are serving their country. For- 
rest recently returned to his post at 
Norfolk, Va., after a nine days’ leave 
spent at his home. He attendea Gar- 
rett high school and was employed 
for some time at the Auburn foundry. 
He went to the west coast in 1939 and 
for three years was employed at the 
Lockheed airplane factory in Los An- 
geles. He enlisted in December, 1942, 
and since that time has been ‘sta- 
‘tioned at Norfolk. Jack Miller, his 


_ brother, also attended Garrett high 


school and prior to his induction into 
the army last February he was em- 


ployed at Ray’s garage in Avilla. He 
‘igs now assigned to the military police 
;sckool at Birmingham, Ala. Ser > 
Mined doriee. 
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NOW IN BURMA 


CPL. WILLIAM M. ANDREWS 


This youth is assisting in the Sup- 
Plying of troops in Burma, being with 
the 1993 quartermaster company. He 
is a son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. An- 
drews of Altona. 

William attended Garrett high 
school and then he went to work in 
the roundhouse at Willard for the 
Baltimore and Ohio. He was in- 
ducted into the military service Nov. 
13, 1942, and received training at) 
Camp Perry, 0O., St. Moran Calif., | 
Tobyhanon, Pa., and at a camp in 
New Jersey. : 

The Altona soldier left the United | 
States in January, 1944, and he first 
went to India. He was then trans- 

iferred to. Burma. _. : 
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WRIGHT 
Charles 229 


WYATT 
Pacnic lame. 253 


YANUSZESKI 
Alexander 280 
Alexander D. 281 
Valentine V. 194 
Vinicenwtoe, oD, 262 


YANUSZEWSKI 
Alexander 359 
Alex 311 
BOWwWint Has 
Valentine V. 311 
Vincent 359 
Weems: AS.) 


YARDE 
Claude 183, 184 
Elsie 334 
Eugne "Jasper" 183, 184 
Mary 225 
Roy 334 


397 


YARIAN 
Donald 280 


YASTE 
Mary 91 


YODER 
Oe oat, 


YOUNG 
UONN wis. cL U 


YOUNGBLOOD 
Jvonn, Mrs... 289 


ZECCA 
Ellen 67 
Frances 99 
Vincent S. 99 


ZERNS 


Eiinora 170 
uvoel 170), 171 


ZINK 
Herman 44 
William F. 44 


ZOBEL 
Chucks: 157 


ZUMBAUGH 
EVvi nego 
John 355 


ZUMBRUNN 
Raymond 258 


163. 1/39 oe 
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603 S. Jackson Street Auburn, IN 46706 


Phone: 219-925-2414 


Patron is responsible for all 
material borrowed. 
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